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Submitted by:  ASSEMBLY MEMBER KENNEDY
Prepared by:  Dept. of Law
For reading:  October 22, 2019

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AO No. 2019-128(S), As Amended

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS
14.60.030, 15.95.010, AND 15.95.020, TO REPEAL THE REQUIREMENT TO
CHARGE A FEE FOR PROVIDING AN ALTERNATIVE BAG, TO EXEMPT
RESTAURANTS FROM THE PLASTIC BAG PROHIBITION, AND TO AMEND
THE DEFINITION OF REUSABLE BAG.

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Assembly passed AO 2018-63(S) on August 28, 2018
to prohibit certain retail sellers from distributing plastic shopping bags;

WHEREAS, through AO 2018-110, As Amended, the Anchorage Assembly delayed
the date the prohibition went into effect to September 15, 2019;

WHEREAS, as the prohibition on plastic bags is being implemented across the
Municipality, issues with interpretation and implementation have been brought to
light; now, therefore,

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:
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Section 2. Anchorage Municipal Code chapter 15.95 - Plastic shopping bags - is
hereby amended to read as follows (the remainder of the chapter is not affected and
therefore not set out; definition of “plastic shopping bag” included in the S-version):

15.95.010 Definitions.

*k%k *k%k *k%k

Plastic shopping bag means a single-use carryout [dispesable] bag made
exclusively or primarily of soft plastic [less than 4 mils thick] (including
plastics marked or labeled as "biodegradable” or "compostable") that is
designed to carry customer purchases from the retail seller's premises_and
is not a reusable bag.

Retail seller means a commercial business located within the municipality,
including but not limited to markets, grocery stores, convenience stores,
pharmacies, drug stores, [venders;] retail stores, frestaurants,} or similar
establishments fthat sells goods or fprepared]} food directly to final
consumersf, such as household supplies, perishable items, or food
merchandise, including meat, produce, dairy products, or snack foods}.

Reusable bag means a bag that is designed and manufactured to withstand
repeated use over time and is made from material that is machine washable
or that can be cleaned and disinfected reqularly. [E

(AO No. 2018-63(S) , 8§ 1, 8-28-18; AO No. 2018-110, 8§ 1, 12-18-18)

15.95.020 Prohibition on providing or distributing
plastic shopping bags; [FEES FOR ALTERNATIVE BAGS;]
exceptions.
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Ic.

[eHD}.

A. On or after September 15, 2019, except as provided in this
section a retail seller shall not provide a plastic shopping bag to a
purchaser to carry away goods purchased from, or serviced by, the
retail seller.

B. On or after September 15, 2019, except as provided in this
section, [a—retailsellermay providean-alternativeorreusable bag
witheutlimitation-orfee-] f a retail seller may provide an alternative bag
to a purchaser to carry away goods purchased from, or serviced by,
the retall seller, and if they do, they shall charge a minimum fee of
$0.10 per bag with a maximum charge of $0.50 per transaction. A
retail seller:

1. Shall not absorb or discount the required fees established by
this subsection,

2. Shall state the fees as a separate item on the receipt provided
to the purchaser, and

3. May retain the full amount of the fee or give any portion of it
to a nonprofit.

4. The fees in this section shall be waived for any transaction in

which purchases are made with state or federal supplemental
nutrition assistance programs, commonly known as food
stamps, food coupons or other type of allotment issued under
7 U.S.C. 2011-2036, or with food instruments, food vouchers,
or other type of certificate issued under 42 U.S.C. 1786
(Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants,
and Children), or other similar programs.

5. A retail seller or other organization is not required to charge a
fee when they distribute alternative bags at temporary events
where the bags are provided for a general use without a
clearly associated sale.

6. The fees in this section do not apply to any transaction where
the purchase is paid directly by the United States or its
instrumentalities insofar as they are immune from local
regulation.

7. The fees in this section do not apply to businesses such as
restaurants and vendors at temporary markets.-

A retail seller may provide a reusable bag without limitation or fee.

Exceptions. The prohibition established in this section does
not apply to a plastic bag that is:

[11—Provided by-arestaurant—drive-throughfood
and-ready-to-eatfoods:]

(AO No. 2018-63(S) , 8§ 1, 8-28-18; AO No. 2018-110, § 1, 12-18-18)
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Section 3. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon passage and
approval by the Assembly.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this 5" day of
November, 2019.

Chair of the Assembly
ATTEST.:

Municipal Clerk



