
ORDINANCE NO. 22-11-02 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HELEN, GEORGIA TO AMEND CHAPTER 42 OF 
THE HELEN OFFICIAL CODE; MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES AND PROVISIONS; 

BY THE AMENDMENT OF REVISION OF TWO EXISTING SECTIONS 
AND ADOPTION OF TWO NEW CODE SECTIONS 

WHEREAS, the City of Helen is a Georgia municipal corporation; and 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A.§ 36-35-3 provides that the governing authority of each municipal 
corporation shall have legislative power to adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, resolutions, or 
regulations relating to its property, affairs, and local government for which no provision has 
been made by general (state) law and which are not inconsistent with the Constitution or any 
charter provision 

WHEREAS, the City Commission is the governing authority of the City of Helen; and 

WHEREAS, the Georgia State Legislature has authorized certain additional offenses 
under the Georgia Code to be prosecuted as local ordinances since the last revision of Chapter 42 
of the Helen Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that other provisions of Chapter 42 of the Helen 
Municipal Code should be updated for the protection of the heath, safety and welfare of City of 
Helen residents and visitors; 

NOW; THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, and it is hereby ordained, that Chapter 42, 
Miscellaneous Offenses and Provisions; of the Official Code of the City of Helen is amended as 
follows: 

Sec. 42-8. - Shoplifting. is revised and replaced as follows: 

Sec. 42-8. - Shoplifting. 

The first or second offense of shoplifting of $500.00 or less within the corporate limits of the 
City of Helen, Georgia, is an illegal act. A person convicted in a municipal court of a first or 
second offense of theft by shoplifting property valued at $500.00 or less shall be punished as 
provided in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of O.C.G.A. section 16-8-14, provided that nothing 
in this section or O.C.G.A. section 16-8-14 shall be construed to give this city the right to impose 
a fine or punishment by imprisonment in excess of the limits as set forth in the Charter of the 
city or state law. 

(Ord. No. 97-08-01, 9-16-97, 22-11-02) (O.C.G.A. Section 36-32-9) 

Sec. 42-9. - Disorderly conduct is revised and replaced as follows: 

Sec. 42-9. - Disorderly conduct. 








