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ORDINANCE 2023-07

CITY OF KINGSLAND, GEORGIA

TO AMEND CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE 1, SECTION

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE SECTION 8-301 THROUGH 8-307 OF THE 1968

CITY CODE IN ITS ENTIRETY

14-7- NOISE CONTROL

- Short title.

This article shall be known as the City of Kingsland Noise Control Ordinance

- Purpose and intent.

This article is enacted to protect, preserve and promote the health, safety and welfare of the

citizens of the city through the control of noise, a g rm of envi pollution. it is

the intent of this article to establish objective sta l s I reduce e ommunity

noises, which are harmful and otherwise detrimental to individuals and to the community in the

of day and onable expectations of per 0

It is not the nt of this article to regulate c

This article has been narrowly tailored as a content-neutral time, place, and manner regulation to

serve a significant governmental interest while leaving open ample opportunity for communication.

- Definitions.

For poses of this article, the words, ases ha n

asc d to them in this section, unless early nt

rally, all itions in all able licat of th al n te

l) 81.1-1 Acoustical nolo r its successor body shall be applicable.

Administrator means the city manager or his or her designee.

Ambient sound/eve/ means the background level of all sound in a given district area independent

of the specific source being measured.

Commercial area is a group of commercial facilities and the abutting public and public

spaces.

Commercial facility is any premises, property, or facility involving traffic in goods of furnishing of

services for sale or profit.
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Itural setting. Unless otherwise uch animals shall include members

trian family, bovine family, sheep, poult ,fowl, swine, goats, llamas, vicunas

and other animals which are commonly ultured for agricultural commodities.

have the meanings ascribed to them in the city zoning ordinance. Res ntial class tic

include all residential districts defined in the city zoning ordinance, inc ing but no ite

agricultural reserve (A-R). The commercial classification shall include commerci str

in the city zoning ordinance The industria

Night nighttime, is art
,
shall be the hours between ncluding times

betwe 9:01 pm. ay th gh Thursday, 12:01 am. and am. Monday

through Thursday, between 12:01 am, 6:59 am. on Friday. between 10:01 p, 12:00 am. on

Friday, between 12:01 am. and 7:59 am. on Saturday, tween 10,01 
. 

to 12:0

Saturday, between 12:01 am and 7:59 am. on Sunday nd between pm. an

on Sunday. National holidays shall comply with Sunday urs, See "da

Construction means any site preparation, clearing, grading, assembly, erection, demolition,

substantial repair, alteration or similar action taken upon any public or private property or any 

structure attached hereto.

Day or e pu of le, shall be the hours be 7:00 am. and 8:00

pm. M r Frid be 00 am. and 8:00 pm. 0 rday, Sunday and

national holidays.

dB(A) is a unit 0 ant which ibes the nd ured, u "A"

weighting scale ts the res charact ics an ear . 

Said unit is

also known as a decibel.

cy 3 any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or imminent physical

r p y damage which demands immediate action.

Equipment means any stationary, mobile, self-powered, or portable device or any part thereof

capable of generating sound.

Farm animals means those animals commonly associated with a farm or performing Work in an

ag ricu s
of the

eques ry , 
ostriches,

bees, c

Gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) means the value specified by the manufacturer as the

recommended maximum loaded weight of a single vehicle.

Land use the land use categories shown in Standard for of this article shall

ide ifica n shall

lud t lim d to

all al di icts

| classification shall include all industrial districts

defined in the city zoning ordinance.

Motor vehicle means any vehicle which relies on an engine, motor, or similar apparatus for

propulsion and is used primarily for transporting persons or property upon land.

means a device designed to dissipate sound emitted by an internal combustion engine,

receiving exhaust gas from the engine, or for the purpose of introducing water to the flow of the

exhaust gas from the engine,

or for the purposes of th icle and i

en and 12:00 am. Mond rou 6:59

m. to

be pm 0 am. on

,
a 9:01 d 12:00 am.

ho y or
' for

complementing definition.

Noise for purposes of this article, means a sound or sounds of any kind, that is repetitive or

continuous, and of sufficient duration, that a person of reasonable auditory sensitivity would

consider loud, unpleasant, unexpected, or undesirable.
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on a public roadway; and which is only incidentally operated

Temporary construction site means ny location where he clearing, constructio

improvements, or construction or re odeling of a struct re, facility, improvemen

attached to the land occurs includin roadway, bikeway tra I. sidewalk, or other

ans ion of p ties that inc 8 use where quiet
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For the pu es of this article,

resi ls, nursing homes, schools, courthouses, places

of worship, libraries, cemeteries, and public parks.

Periodic sound is a sound having a sound level which varies repetitively with a period of one

minute or less, which has a peak value of more than dB(A) above the ambient level.

Person means any individual, firm, association, partnership, corporation, company, society,

political subdivision, or any other entity, public or private.

Property means an interest or aggregate of rights in land which is guaranteed and protected by

law including a leasehold interest.

ry s an imaginary line a o v I n

se th property of one or m s l c 0

separate ten es or rships which share a c n g e p y

boundary" m s the of the wall, floor, or ceiling which is on the side of the receiving

tenancy or ownership.

Public disturbance noise means any sound which, because of its random or infrequent occurrence,

is not conducive to measurement under the qua 1titative standards established in this article and

which endangers or injures the safety or health of humans or animals, or endangers or damages

pe l or real p or arm disturbs or perturbs any reasonable person of normal

se ties, or is ally inc d in those listed in Standard for

means rty owned by the public con ng facilities for active or passive

I use. T h system and other paths 0 d by the public are considered to be

public parks.

way means the entire width b en the right-of-way lines of every roadway publicly 

by the state or any county or when any part of the right-of-way is generally open

to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel as a matter of right.

Receiving property means property within which sound originating beyond its property boundary is

received.

an oscil ace 
, particle ity or othe ical

a mediu e ra tion of th dium. The iption

include : ound, including, but not limited to duration,

intensity, and frequency.

means a

her const
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i similar

construction, repair, or improvement.



Warning mea any device inten rovi in warn azar

emergen egal tivilies, including imit burglar acku
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Unlawful sounds. Except as otherwise provided in this article, it shall be unlawful or any

son to make, continue or cause to be made or continued, or for any person in pos esslon

perty to allow to originate from the property, sound which lntrudes into the propert of ano

son and exceeds the maximum permissible sound levels established in table

Maxim emissible dleve Measu ment of soun evels from all sources except

tor veh on public r
,
shall made or within the operty boundary of the receivi

d measurem ll be for riod of time n less than ten minutes, of whio

percent of th rement

device ns dad to p de publ ing of potentially h dous,

cy or ill ac but notl ed to a alarm or vehicle b p signal,

but not including any fire alarm.

3 any powered by an internal or I combustion engine or

ed en r capable of being used as s of transportation or

recreation on water.

Weekday means any day Monday through Friday which is not a legal holiday as defined by state

law.

Weekend means Saturday and Sunday, or any legal holiday as defined by state law.

- Quantitative standards for sound.

(a)
f

per
5 of

pro
y ther

per

(b) urn p soun ls. re d |

mo icles oads be at pr ng

property. Soun ents she a pe ot h no

more than ten e measu period shall exceed the limits set forth in table 1.

Table 1: Maximum Permissible Sound Levels By Receiving Property

DISTRICT OF RECEIVING PROPERTY

SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, NOISE SENSITIVE 65 dB(A) Day and Night

AREA, PUBLIC PARKS

MULTIFAMILY DWELLING 60 dB(A)Day and 60 dB(A) Night

COMMERCIAL 70 dB(A) 

INDUSTRIAL 75 dB(A)

(Ord. No. 
, 
05/12/2023)

- Specific public disturbance noise prohibitions.

In addition to the general prohibitions set forth above, it is unlawful for any person to cause, suffer,

allow, or permit any of the following sounds.

(1) Sounds occurring at any time of day or night and resulting from the following causes:

a. Animals and birds.
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noise sensitive area 
, except sounds emanating from farm animals in zones where farm animals 

are allowed and except the keeping or harboring of animals in commercial kennels, animal

shelters, veterinary hospitals, and grooming parlors that are operating in conformance with a valid

business license. For the purpose of this subsection, excessive noise shall mean an animal that

makes any noise continuo nd/or incessan a period of ten minutes, or inte tently for

20 minutes or more to the bance of any p at any time of day or night, reg ass of

I y sit privat y; provided ho
,

g at a ing or ng to trespass p y in

d ed 5 nsidered making excessive noise.

b. Exhausts.

Sounds resulting from the use of unmuffled exhaust systems on motor vehicles, off-road vehicles,

and recreational watercraft.

c. Disturbance of noise-sensitive uses.

Sounds which are loud and raucous and are made within 1,000 feet of any school, institution of

ng, place of worship, court, I, sanitarium, nursing, or convalescent facility, while the

are in use, and which unre y interfere with the workings or use of such facility, or

which disturb the peace, comfort, or repose of persons therein; provided, conspicuous signs be

posted which indicate the nature of the institution.

d. Loudspeakers and

Sounds created by the use of any sound amplifier whether mounted upon vehicle or not, for the

purpose of broadcasting, advertising or attracting of attention to relay information to any party

about any business or activity.

e. Instrument or Amplifier.

Sounds created through the use of a musical instrument, sound amplifier, or other device capable

of producing or reprod , including but not tote ion and radios, when said

sounds are heard as c ble music lyrics or s the felt:

1. Within any residence or residential lot except the residence from whence the noise originates;

or

2. Outdoors in a commercial or residential district at a distance of 100 feet or more from the

. 

Su e ons, systems, and electronic sound

equ h the is stationary, portable, or in a vehicle.

t pe n permitted events.

f. Hawkers and pedd/ers.
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Sounds which result from the selling of anything or otherwise attracting or attempting to attract 

attention for any reason by outcry or use of a drum or other instrument or device within residential

areas.

(2) Nighttime sounds in residential districts.

from the following acti determined to be public disturbance noise when 

ht and are received on in any residential district.

a. s ntial ct of any me cal e w, drill, sander,

gri 0 mile ice, except d s e d ergency work

sp 0

b. Equipment. Operating or permitting someone to operate any internal combustion powered 

equipment.

c. Construction. Construction activity, including blasting, unless a permit has been obtained or the

work is specifically exempted by this article.

d. The operation or id en at a of stationary weighing

in s of 10,000 pounds cle ed in rgency work ed by this

article.

e. Garbage. The collection of trash or refuse shall not be permitted between the hours of 11:00

pm. and 6:00 am.

- Exemptions.

(a) Sounds exempt at all times.

The following sounds are exempt, at all times, from the maximum permissible sound levels

established in this article.

(1) Sounds originating from aircraft in flight and sounds which originate at airports and are directly 

related to flight operations.

(2) Sounds created by the operation of equipment or facilities of surface carriers engaged in

interstate commerce by railroad.

(3) Noise resulting from the us any gency pment and vehicle necessary for law

enforcement or for the health, ty a Ifare 0 community, when said equipment or

vehicle is used for these purposes.

3 h of fi nt or similar 0 ions

n a e in ch is sited, de and

n l app to such activity, or firearm discharge by said

organizations in the line of duty.

(5) Noises d by s 
, p ive, and warning devices, where noise suppression would

defeat the purpo th ce.
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(6) Sou ed by farm animals and similar in agricultural zoning districts where said animals 

are per be harbored or kept.

se from any building or automo burglar alarm provid uch shall terminate its

on within five minutes of its act on if the sound is un rupt en minutes if the

sound is intermittent.

(8) Sounds originating from persons holding a permit for parades and other public events.

(9) Sounds created beepers, d that at night these sounds shall not be allowed

to exceed the noise sary to c ith the provisions of this article.

(10) Activities necessary for clean-up and site protection when weather conditions create an

emergency.

(11) Activity a stru n or repair projects, which for reasons of public safety

require that k at n

(12) Sound incident to the use of a public amphith , sporting arena, public park,

stadium or , 
which is owned by a school (public or te), the city or the county

and is used for its intended uses.

(13) Sounds originating from electrical substations and transmission lines.

(14) Sounds originating from stationary equipment used in the conveyance of water by a utility.

(b) Sounds exempt during daytime hours.

The following sounds are exempt during daytime hours, from the maximum permissible sound

levels established in this article.

(1) Sounds created by construction equipment, including special construction vehicles, at 

temporary construction sites.

(2) Sounds created by bells, chimes, or carillons not operating for more than five minutes in any

one hour.

(3) 8 created by powe equipment which is engaged in temporary or periodic

main e or repair of res ntial property.

(4) Sounds created by the installation or repair of essential utility services.

(5) Sounds created by aircraft engine testing and maintenance.

(0) Sounds exempt during nighttime hours. 

The following sounds are exempt from the nighttime reduction provisions of this article.

(1) The use or tion of r fi ks as defined in O.C.G.A. shall be permitted

as set forth in
. ng Code of Ordinances.
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- Enforcement and appeals.

(a)Administrative and enforcement personnel.

The city manager or a person designated by the city manager is auth directed to

administer and enforce the provisions of this article including, but not the conducting of

investigation for issuance of disturbance permits. The officers of the police department and code

enforcement are authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of this article through citation

for violation of the provisions hereof. All city departments are authorized to assist the administrator 

in the administration and enforcement of this article.

(b) Whenever the police department or code enforcement department determines that a violation

of any of the provisions of this article has occurred, the police department or code enforcement 

department may cause the issuance of a citation for infraction of this article.

Adopted this 22"d day of May, 2023

C. Grayson y,

ATTEST:

Jean City Clerk


