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Ordinance 557

Peace and Good Order in the City of Eagle River

Chapter 54. Peace and Good Order

§ 53. loud and unnecessary noise prohibited.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue or cause to be made or continued any loud 

and unnecessary noise.

(1) Types of loud and unnecessary noises. The following acts are declared to be loud, disturbing

and unnecessary noises in violation of this section, but thi s enumeration shall no t be deemed to be

exclusive :

(a) Horns, signaling devices . The sounding of any horn or signaling d evice on any automobile,

motorcycle or other vehicle on any Street or public place in the City for longer than three seconds in any 

period of one minute or le ss, except as a danger warning; the, creation of any unreasonable loud or 

harsh sound by means of any signaling device and the sounding of any plainly audible device for an 

unnecessary and unreasonable period of time; the use of any signaling device except one operated by 

hand or electricity; th e use of any horn, whistle or other device operated by engine exhaust and th e use

of any signaling device when traffic is for any reason held up.

(b) Radios, phonographs, similar devices. The using, operating or permitting to be played, used or

operated any radio receiving; musical instrument, phonograph or other machine o r device for the 

producing or reproducing of sound in a loud and unnecessary manner. Th e operation of any set, 
instrument, phonograph, machine or device between the hours of 10;00 p.m . and 7:00 a .m. in a manne r 

as to be pla i nly audible at the property line of the building, structure or vehicle in wh ich it is located 

shall be prima fade evidence of a violation of this section.

(c) Loudspeakers, amplifiers for advertising . The using, operating or perm it ting to be played , used

or operated of any radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, loudspea ker, sound amplifier or 

other machine or device for the producing or reproducing of sound which is cast upon the public st reets 

for th e purpose of commercial advertising or att racting atte ntion of the public to any building or 

structur  e. Announcements over loudspe akers can only be made by the announcer in person and without 

the aid of any mechanical device.

(d) Exhausts. Th e-discha r ge into the open air of the exha ust of any steam engine, stat i onary

internal combustion engine or motor boat except through a muffler or other device which will 

effec tiv ely prevent loud or explosive noises ther efrom .

(e) Construction or repair of buildings. The erectio n (including excavation), demolit  ion, al te ration

or repair of any building as well as the opera tion of any pile driver, steam shovel , pneumatic hammer; 

derrick, steam or electric hoist, or any other simi lar equipment attended by loud or unusual noise, other 

than between the hour  s of 6:00 a.m . a nd 9:00 p.m.; provided, however, the Chief of Police shall have 

the authority, upon determining th at the loss of Inconvenience which would result to any party i n 

int  eres t would be ex tra ord inary and of such nature as to wa rrant specia l consideration, to grant a 

pe rmit for a period necessary within which tim e such work and operation may ta ke place within t he 
hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.



(f) Schools, courts, churches . The creation of any excessive noise on any street adjacent to any

school, institution of learning, church or court while in use, which unreasonably interferes with the 

normal operation of that institution, provided that conspicuous signs are displayed in those streets 

indicating a school or court.

(g) The provisions of this section shall not apply to:

1) Any vehicle of the City while engaged in necessary public business.

2) Excavations or repairs of streets or other public construction by or on behalf of the City, 

County or State at night when public welfare and convenience renders it impossible to perform such 

work during the day.

3) The reasonable use of amplifiers or loudspeakers in the course of public addresses which are 

noncommercial in nature.

(2) Stationary noise limits.

(a) Maximum permissible sound leve ls.

1) Noise from a stationary source, except as in sub (2)(b), shall not exceed 85db between the hours of 

6:00AM and 9:00PM or 65db between the hours of 9:00PM and 6:00 AM levels measured at the 

property line.

2) Ambient noise is the all-encompassing noise associated with a given source, usually being a 

composite of sounds with many sources near and far, but excluding the noise source being measured. 

Ambient noise is a factor and th e subject noise shall not exceed the-ambient noise by 5 db in any octave 

band to be designated excessive.

3) Pure tones and impulsive noises are factors. Five noise rating numbers shall be taken if the subject 

noise consists primarily of a pur e tone or if it is impulsive in character.

(b) Construction noise . Construction equipment may be operated between the hours of 6:00 a .m. and 

9:00 p.m., provided that said equipment does not exceed a maximum sound l eve l of 95db measured at 

the property line of the lo cation at which said equipment is in use unless prior approval by the Police 

Department is obtained.

(c) Operation of certain equipment. Lawnmow ers, chainsaws, powered garden equipment, snow 

blowers, electric insect killing/repelling devices, and other nonconstruction maintenance equ ipm ent 

shall be operated only during the hours of 6:00 a:m and 9:00 p.m. unless within the specified noise 

leve ls measured at the property tine of th e loca tion at which said equipmen t Is in use.

(d) Exemptions . Operations of emergency equipment shall be exempt from this chapter. Snow blowers 

not operated on a commercial basis shall be exempt from this chapter when used to gain access to a 

City street . Emergency equipment shall include ambulance, police, fire, snow removal, civil defense 

sirens, etc. necessary for the health, safety, and protection of the citizens of the City.

(e) Method s of measuring- noise.

1) Noise levels shall be made with a sound level, or decibel, meter.

2) Noise measurem e nt shall be made at the nearest lot lin e of the premises from which a noise

complaint is received . The decibel meter shall be placed at a heigh t of at least three feet above the

ground and at least three feet away from walls, barriers, obstructions, and all other sound-reflective 
surfaces.



(f) Appeals. The City Council may grant an exe mpt ion to individuals proving evidence of substantial 

hardship. Evidence that reasonable technological attempts have been made to correct the problem shall 

b e considered grounds for granting an exemptio n to this chapter for existing industries .

(3) Permits for amplifying devices.

(a) Permit r equired. The us e of loudspeaker or amplifying devices emitting sound directed into a

public space in the City of Eagle River is prohibited unless the party desiring to use such loudspeaker or 

amplifying device first obtain s a permit from the Police Department.

(b) Permit s for use of a loudspeaker or amplifying device after 10:00PM or before 6 :00AM shall not

b e granted to anyone without prior approval of the City Council.

(c) The Poli ce Department shall have the authority to revoke such a permit when the bel i ef that the

loud speaker or amplifying d evice Is becoming a nu isance because of the volume, method i n which it is 

be i ng used or th e location in wh i ch i t is be i ng operated .

B. Operation of motor vehicles . No person shall operate a motor vehicle in the city so as to cause the 

tir  es thereof to squeal, the horn to blow excessively, the motor to race e xcessively or use engine braking 

systems.
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