
ORDINANCE NO 2018-0-026 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 31 (UTILITIES), ARTICLE III, (WATER), DIVISION 3 
(RATES AND CHARGES) SECTION 31-138 (WATER RATES) BY 
ADDING A FIXED MONTHLY WATER DEMAND FEE BASED ON 
METER SIZES AS STATED IN TABLE 4 (FROM $1 TO $50 BASED ON 
METER SIZE); AMENDING SECTION 31-138.1.1 (FEES) BY 
IMPLEMENTING NEW ACCOUNT CONNECTION FEES FOR SAME 
BUSINESS DAY SERVICE (FROM $35 TO $75 BASED ON THE NEED 
FOR METER SETUP); AMENDING SECTION 138.1.2 (SERVICE 
CHARGES) BY ADDING FEES FOR INSTALLATION OF TEE­ 
CONNECTIONS, REDUCING THE WATER TAP FEE FOR 
IRRIGATION METERS, AMENDING THE COST FOR 2" WATERLINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR SERVICE CONNECTIONS IF NEEDED, DELETING 
THE METER AND METER INSTALLATION FEE FOR 5/8" METER, 
AND REDUCING THE SECURITY DEPOSITS FOR NEW CUSTOMERS 
WHO ARE 65 YEARS OR OLDER AND VETERANS; CREATING 
SECTION OF 31-138.4 (REFUND SECURITY DEPOSITS); AMENDING 
SECTION 31-14l(B) BY REDUCING THE CONNECTION FEES FOR 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICES TO A FLAT RATE, ADDING A WATER 
CONNECTION FEE FOR RESIDENTIAL SERVICES TO THE 
COLONIAS, AND REDUCING THE CONNECTION FEES FOR 8" 
COMMERCIAL METER, AMENDING SECTION 31-14l(F) BY 
INCLUDING THE WATER DEMAND FEES; DELETING SECTION 31- 
141.1.1 (SECURITY DEPOSITS); PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

WHEREAS, the water system continues to provide the necessary services to assure that 
the water system continues to provide the highest level of services to our customers; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for acquisitions of additional water rights to meet future 
demands; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that a monthly fixed water demand fee 
needs to be implemented to secure additional water rights.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAREDO THAT:

Section 1. The City of Laredo Code of Ordinances, Chapter 31, Utilities, Article III, Water, 
Division 3, Rates and Charges, is hereby amended as follows:



ARTICLE III: WATER

DIVISION 3: RATES AND CHARGES

Sec. 31-138. Water Rates 

Premises connected with water system. Charges shall be paid by all persons owning or 
occupying premises which are connected with the water system in accordance with the 
following schedule of rates; and such charges as are hereinafter described are hereby levied 
and assessed, as hereinafter provided:

For each defined customer class, monthly water rates and charges shall be based on metered 
water consumption in units of measure of 1,000 gallons (Table 2 & Table 3) with the 
exception of the minimum fee of 2,000 gallons as described in (Table I) [on the following
tables] scheduled for annual adjustments beginning on October 1, 2010, and every year that
follows up through October 2014. Thereafter, a two (2) percent increase on all minimum 
charges and volumetric rates shall be implemented for all active water meters.

Water rates also include a fixed monthly water demand fee based on meter size as described in 
Table 4. This fee is applicable to Irrigation, Fire Hydrant, Agriculture, Industrial and 
Temporary construction meters.

Meter Sized Based Minimum Monthly Water Charges for Metered Consumption from Zero 
(0) to Two Thousand (2,000) Gallons.

TABLE 1. [CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS; PROPOSED] MINIMUM CHARGES

Effective:

{Get:- EOet 2Ql§] {Get:- Oct. 2017 Oct. 2018 Oct. 2019 Oct. 2020 10/2021

~ ~ & 
Forward
Annual% 
Increase

Residential

%"&%" E$9.2§] E$9.4 4] E$9.e~J $9.82 $10.02 $10.22 $10.42 2%
Meter

l" Meter E$2Q.l§] E$2Q.§§] E$2Q.96] $21.38 $21.81 $22.25 $22.70 2%

1 W' Meter E$28.§Q] E$29.Q+] E$29.e§] $30.24 $30.84 $31.46 $32.09 2%

2" Meter E$44.2§] E$4§.l4J E$46.Q4] $46.96 $47.90 $48.86 $49.84 2%



Commercial

%"&%" E$34.8§l E$3§.§§l E$3e2el $36.99 $37.73 $38.48 $39.25 2%
Meter

1" Meter E$3+.8el E$38.e2l E$39.39l $40.18 $40.98 $41.80 $42.64 2%

1 Yi" Meter E$42.l ll E$42.9§l E$43.8q $44.69 $45.58 $46.49 $47.42 2%

2" Meter f$§8.l ll f$§9.2'.7l E$09.4el $61.67 $62.90 $64.16 $65.44 2%

3" Meter E$ll§.eq E$l I+.92l E$l2Q.28l $122.69 $125.14 $127.64 $130.19 2%

4" Meter E$1+4.eq E$l+8.lQl E$t 81.001 $185.29 $189.00 $192.78 $196.64 2%

6" Meter E$3 l 4Ael E$3W.+§l E$32+.I+l $333.71 $340.38 $347.19 $354.13 2%

8" Meter E$4e3.§q E$4+2.+8l E$482.24l $491.88 $501.72 $511.75 $521.99 2%

Customer Class Based Volumetric Monthly Water Rates for Metered Consumption greater 
than 2,000 Gallons

Begin
Gallons

2,001

4,001

10,001

20,001

30,001

40,001

50,001

[CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS
PROPOSED WATER RATES: ResideRtiall TABLE 2. RESIDENTIAL WATER
RATES

End fQet. fGet- fQet. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct.
Gallons ~ ~ ~ 2017 2018 2019 2020

4,000 E$l .8Ql E$l.84l E$l .88l $1.92 $1.96 $2.00 $2.04

10,000 E$l.93l E$L9+l E$2.Qll $2.05 $2.09 $2.13 $2.17

20,000 E$2.QQl E$2.Q4l E$2.Q8l $2.12 $2.16 $2.20 $2.24

30,000 E$2.Bl E$2.l+l E$2.211 $2.25 $2.30 $2.35 $2.40

40,000 E$2.2§l E$2.3Ql E$2.3§l $2.40 $2.45 $2.50 $2.55

50,000 E$2.3el E$2.4 ll E$2.4el $2.51 $2.56 $2.61 $2.66

Greater E$4.+q E$4.8Ql E$4 .9Ql $5.00 $5.10 $5.20 $5.30

ECITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS 

10/2021
&
Forward
Annual
%
Increase

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

PROPOSED WATER RATES: Commereiall TABLE 3. COMMERCIAL WATER
RATES

jBegin jEnd joct. joct. joct. j 1012021



Gallons Gallons ~ ~ WM} 2017 2018 2019 2020 &
Forward
Annual
%
Increase

2,001 4,000 E$L93l E$1.9+l f$;l.Qll $2.05 $2.09 $2.13 $2.17 2%

4,001 10,000 f$;l.3'.7l f$;l.4;ll f$;l.4 +l $2.52 $2.57 $2.62 $2.67 2%

10,001 40,000 f$;l.99l E$3.Q3l E$3.l ll $3.17 $3.23 $3.29 $3.36 2%

40,001 150,000 E$3.lal E$3 .;l;ll E$3.;l8l $3.35 $3.42 $3.49 $3.56 2%

150,001 300,000 E$3.4 ll E$3.48l E$3.33l $3.62 $3.69 $3.76 $3.84 2%

300,001 600,000 E$J.+al E$J.84l E$J.nl $4.00 $4.08 $4.16 $4.24 2%

600,001 1,000,000 E$4 .4 31 E$4.34l E$4.a3l $4.72 $4.81 $4.91 $5.01 2%

1,000,001 Greater E$4 .301 E$4.a3l E$4 .+41 $4.83 $4.93 $5.03 $5.13 2%

TABLE 4. WATER DEMAND FEES

Meter size in inches Pro12.osed fixed f'ges/month

518 and 314 $1.00

1and1 Yi $2.00

2. $6.00

J_ $8.00

i $15.00

6 and8 $50.00

Sec. 31-138.1.1 FEES

Meter Service fee .....$ 10.00

Reconnection fees {or existing accounts:



[(DFNP - DiseoRReet for RORpaymeRt)]

Next business day (M-F) .....$35.00

Same business day [aRd after busiRess hours up to midRight] ...$55.00

Weekends and holidays .....$75.00

Connection fees for new accounts:

Next business day (M-F) ..... $0.00

Same business day residential account ..... $35.00 or $75.00 ifa new meter setup is
required

Nonsufficient fund checks fees:

N.S.F. check service charge [before 5:00 p.m]. .....$25.00

[N.8.F. eheek serviee eharge after 5:00 p.m......,£25.00]

Late fee:

4-fbllate fee Q[f..-:..} 5% or $5.00 .. fWfwhichever is greater, is charged to the balance
owed on the account at the beginning of the second business day after the bill due date
of each month

Exemptions: 1. Customers who are 65 years and older (must provide driver's license or
Texas I.D.), 2. [All v]£eterans (must provide DD214 certification and Valid I.D.)

Meter installation fee:

[Proposed]
Meter Size Cost
[5,l8" *
~ [$9~.20]

3/4" x 3/4" $93.20
I" $94.53
1 1/2" $404.74
2"
Compound $406.31
3" $836.29
4" Actual Cost
6" Actual Cost
8" Actual Cost



SECURJTYDEPOSITS REQUIRED

Size of meter, residential:

%'' .....$100.00

l" ......$.150.00

1Yi" ....$_150.00

2" ......$_300.00

3" ......$.600.00

4" ......$.800.00

For (1) customers who are sixty-five (65) years and older (must provide driver's license or 
Texas JD.) and (2) veterans (must provide DD214 certification and valid JD.) the deposit is 
$30.00.

Size of meter, commercial:

%" .....$150.00

1" ......$.225.00

1Yi" .....$.225.00

2" ......$_300.00

3" ......$_600.00

4" .....$800.00

6" .....$.1,000.00

8"....$1,200.00

COST OF METER 
(DOES NOT INCLUDE WATER AVAILABILITY FEES)

Meter Size
5/8" }{ 3/4"

[*AMR Nevi

Gest!
[$150.81]



$180.90
314" x 3/4" f$2Q0.2Q] E$182.l ll
1II $253.01 E$228.92]
1 1/2" $572.15 E$§4+.93]
2" Turbine $1,031.24 E$8§0.§4]
2" Compound $1,324.91 E$l,2+8.lQ]
3" $2,400.43 E$2,349.83]
4" $2,991.24 E$2,94 G.+3]
6" $4,898.28 E$4,84+.68]
8" $6,882.46 E$0,831.80]

E*The installation of an AMI or AMR depends on the location of 
service account.1

SIX-INCH WATER TAP FOR FIRE PROTECTION

6" water tap .....$3,801.00

Sec. 31-138.1.2 SERVICE CHARGES

Valve Operating Crew Fee...$200.00

The Utilities Department can install a connection "Tee" to the City's water system. Any 
connection "Tee" fee will be based on a cost estimate prepared by a Licensed 
Professional Engineer Consultant (Texas) and provided by the contractor. and must be 
approved by the Utilities Director/City Manager ifthe amount is less than $50. 000. 00 or 
by the City Council ifthe amount is $50. 000. 00 or more.

ECost of Vt'et connections:]

EEight" X eight" .....$2,QQQ.QQ]

ETen" X sb(" .....$2,QQQ.QQ]

ETen" X eight" .....$2,QQQ.QQ]

ETen" X ten" .....$2,QQQ.QQ]

ETwelve" X six" .....$3,QQQ.QQ]

f1\veh'e" X eight" .....$3,QQQ.QQ]

ETwelve" X ten" .....$3,QQQ.QQ]



[SixteeR" X six" .....$3,000.00]

[SixteeR" X eight" .....$3,000.00]

[SixteeR" X teR" .....$4,000.00]

[SixteeR" X twelve" .....$4,000.00]

Cost of water taps: Not including Water availability and deposit

%".....$1,590.74

l" .....$1,675.23

1 Yz" ...$1,749.21

2" .....$2,032.00

3" .....$2,914.00

4" .....$2,969.00

6" .....$3,928.00

Cost of 314" water taps for irrigation meter with existing domestic meter $800. 00

Cost for I-Connections and for irrigation (only allowed with single service line of 314" or dual 
service line 0(1 

112 
" taps).

%"...... $240.61

Cost for service relocation

%"....$240.61

l " .....$248.18

CITY OF LAREDO WATER UTILITIES DEPARTMENT COST OF WATER 
LINE EXTENSIONS, MATERIAL AND LABOR

On polyvinyl chloride (P.V.C.) pipe C-900 or C-905:

The Utilities Department can extend waterline for residential service connections. Any 
commercial service extension fee will be based on a cost estimate prepared by a Licensed



Professional Engineer (Texas) and provided by the contractor. and must be approved by the 
Utilities Director/City Manager i[the amount is less than $50,000.00 or by the City Council if 
the amount is $50.000.00 or more.

2" P.V.C., per linear foot.. ...~ $8.50

[6" P.V.C, per linear foot .....20.00]

[8" P.V.C, per linear foot .....25.00]

[10" P.V.C, per linear foot .....27.00]

[12" P.V.C, per linear foot .....30.00]

[16" P.V.C, per linear foot .....50.00]

LINE DESINFECTION OF WATER 
PIPESJtf 
The contractor will furnish all labor and equipment necessary to complete the proper 
disinfection of the line and the cost of this operation shall be included in the bid price 
for the installation of the distribution system.

The City of Laredo will pay for the cost of the PASSING bacteria test, any failures will 
be at the expense of the contractor,_

Changes or adjustments.

Based on the Public Utility Commission's rule regarding overbilling and underbilling. contained
in title 16, Texas Administrative Code, section£, Chapter 24, subehapter E,] 24.87(h)
[Overbilling ana unaerbilling]. "If billings for utility service are found to differ from the utility's
lawful rates for the services being provided to the customer, or if the utility fails to bill the 
customer for such services, a billing adjustment shall be calculated by the utility. If the customer 
is due a refund, an adjustment must be made for the entire period of the overcharges. lfthe 
customer was undercharged, the utility may backbill the customer for the amount that was 
underbilled. The backbilling may not exceed 12 months unless such undercharge is a result of 
meter tampering, bypass, or diversion by the customer as defined in §24.89 of this title (relating 
to Meters). If the underbilling is $25 or more, the utility shall offer to such customer a deferred



payment plan option for the same length of time as that of the underbilling. In cases of meter 
tampering, bypass, or diversion, a utility may, but is not required to, offer a customer a deferred 
payment plan."

(a) Adjustments

Rates and charges described in sections 31-138 are set by action of the city council of the city. 
Any changes or adjustments to those rates are prohibited unless approved by the city council, 
except in the event that there is a clear error in calculation or meter reading. The Utility Director 
or his designee may, in the case of a clear error of calculation or meter reading, allow certain 
adjustments of amounts billed if sufficient evidence is presented by the customer.

Any adjustments will be based on the Public Utility Commission's rule contained in section
24.87{h) oftitle 16 ofthe Texas Administrative Code [Chapter 24, s1:1eeha13ter E,(h)].

(b) Back Billings/Under Billings

Any adjustments will be based on the Public Utility Commission's rule contained in section
24.87(h) oftitle 16 ofthe Texas Administrative Code [Chapter 24, s1:1eeha13ter E,(h)]..

Sec. 31-138.2. - Fire Protection Fees For Fire Protection Tanks

Annual Inspection Fee ..............................................$30.00

Refilling of fire protection tanks will be charged as bulk water as established under Section 31-
139.

Sec. 31-138.3 Connection Fees For Temporary Construction Meters

TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION METERS (RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL)

Before requesting a temporary construction meter, a plumbing permit must be obtained from the 
Building Department. The Utilities Department will approve the sizing of the temporary 
construction meter(s) based on required flow rate submitted by customer or customer 
representative at the time of the request for the development. In addition, for commercial meters, 
an appropriate backflow preventer must be registered with the Utilities Department and then 
installed by the customer at the location. For commercial locations, if a plat approval has not 
been issued, then the request for a temporary construction meter will be forwarded to the Utilities



Department for review and approval in order to ensure that the bacteriological and pressure tests 
are in compliance. The person desiring such meter shall first make an application and payment 
of fees (water availability, deposit, meter and meter installation) with the Utilities Department 
under section 31-138.1 and 31-141. The meter will be read and billed for water only during this 
period based on the current rates

Temporary Construction meters shall be allowed for no longer than six months for residential
and no longer than 9 months for commercial construction. During these time frames, if a
Certificate of Occupancy (CO) from the Building Department is obtained, the temporary 
construction meter would become a permanent meter and all costs of services will be added to 
the bill (sewer, garbage, federal/state mandates, stormwater, tax and any other fees approved by 
City Council). The meter shall be installed, read and finally removed, if needed, by Utilities' 
employees only. It is illegal to remove or replace the meter by any person other than a Utilities 
Department employee and is subject to an illegal connection fee as established under Section 31- 
133 (e).

Sec. 31.138.4-Refund ofSecurity Deposits.

(a) A refundable security deposit for utility services is required from all customers according to 
section 31-138.1.2. 

(b) For the purpose of this section "unsatisfactory credit history" means. according to the city 
tax department records. that utility service has been cut off more than once for nonpayment 
within the previous two (2) years or a bill has been left unpaid after any previous service 
was discontinued or there are balances overdue on any utility and paving contract and liens 
for forced lot cleaning or demolition are due to the city. 

(c) The city shall review customer's payment histories in April of every year to determine 
eligibility for a one-time security deposit refund in the amount of thirty dollars ($30.00) 
when a customer has met all of   the following conditions:

(1) The account is on a residential meter; and

(2) The account currently has a utility security deposit posted in the amount of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) or greater; and

(3) The customer has been receiving utility service for more than twelve (12) continuous 
months: and

(4) The customer has a good credit record of paying in thirty (30) days from the date of 
billing or less every month in accordance to the city tax department records: and

(5) The customer's service has not been cut off more than twice during the past two (2) 
years or less for nonpayment of a bill: and

(6) The customer is current on all utility and paving contracts and has no liens for forced 
lot cleaning or demolition due to the city.

(d) Customers eligible for refunds will receive their refunds according to the following 
guidelines:



(1) Any refund ofa portion of the security deposit will normally be credited to a customer's 
May bill. ![the deposit is greater than the outstanding bill. the credit may be applied to 
the customer's next monthly bill.

(e) All sums of money collected as cash deposit securing the utilities department against losses 
that may be sustained when a customer discontinues his/her utility services shall be 
deposited in a special fund to be used for the payment or adjustment of final amounts due 
the city for utility service when the account is being closed.

(f) !fa person makes a deposit and becomes insolvent or bankrupt, or makes an assignment for
the benefit of the person's creditors. the city shall apply the person's deposit to offset the 
outstanding bill. 

(g) Any customer who has a posted security deposit ofless than one hundred dollars ($100. 00) 
because ofa refund. senior citizen reduction, transfer reduction, a prior ordinance or other 
reason. but subsequently develops an unsatisfactory credit history, may be required as a 
condition for continuing utility service to post a security deposit in the full amount currently 
charged to new applicants.

Sec. 31-139. - Bulk water rates.

Bulk water is used in residential and commercial construction for the testing of the water
lines.

(a) General requirements.

(I) Without prior permission of the utilities department, no water may be removed 
from the city water system, except by the city fire department for firefighting 
purposes or the city water department.

(2) No water shall be removed from the city water system unless it is dispensed by a 
device approved by the city.

(3) The city makes no guarantees regarding the quality of water after it leaves the city 
water system, and persons purchasing bulk water agree to hold the city harmless 
regarding water quality if it is removed from the city's water system.

(4) The utilities director or his designee may at any time halt the sale of bulk water. 

(b) Bulk water categories and rates. Thirty dollar ($30.00) administrative fee.

Potable water category (rate per 1,000 gallons up to 53,750 gallons) ..... $ 8.00

Anything above the fifty-three thousand seven hundred fifty (53,750) gallons will be 
charged as commercial water rates as established in water rates, section 31-138.

Effluent water category (rate per 1,000 gallons) ..... $ 4.00



Sec. 31-140. - Fire hydrant meters.

(a) System connection and water use. The cityf,1 utilities department issues on-location fire hydrant
meters for water usage on projects to contractors/customers on a short-term basis. Water taken from 
fire hydrants may be used only for non-potable, non-recreational purposes within the utilities 
department service area. The use of non-potable water taken from fire hydrants for swimming pools 
is prohibited. Fire hydrant meters may not be used for long-term irrigation or other uses where a 
permanently installed meter would be appropriate. No garden hose adaptors will be allowed to be 
connected to the two (2) inch fire hydrant meter. The utilities director may remove any fire hydrant 
meter due to pressure issues.

(b) Application process and inspection. The contractor/customer shall submit the applicable fee and
complete a fire hydrant meter application stating the exact location for the meter installation. The 
applicant shall provide the reason for the meter and an approximate time frame the meter will be in 
service. At the conclusion of each and every project, it will be necessary to finalize the meter 
reading. Upon request, the application will be updated for the new project location, time frame and 
transferring of applicable fees. The use of a meter other than what is indicated on the application 
shall cause the meter to be confiscated immediately. The contractor/customer must use a city meter 
and pay any and all applicable fees. Failure to comply with one (1) or more of the terms and 
conditions shall be cause for terminating the permit. Under a standard fire hydrant meter permit, the 
applicant may request the use of any fire hydrant from the utilities department's designated network 
fire hydrants. The utilities department staff will review such requests on a case by case basis and a 
decision shall be issued within five (5) business days of receiving the request. The utilities 
department reserves the right to refuse to issue a fire hydrant meter permit to any applicant or to 
require an applicant to pay all current charges on the applicant's utilities account as a condition to 
the issuance of a permit. The utilities department can inspect fire hydrant meters at any time and the 
permit holders shall make provisions for such inspections. The permit holder shall use the backflow 
preventer provided with the fire hydrant meter at all times to protect the city's water supply. 
Removal of the backflow prevention device shall be cause for confiscating the fire hydrant meter 
and terminating the permit. Any contractor, customer, builder, or person found connected to the 
water system without the city's approval shall be considered an illegal connection and subject to a 
five hundred dollar ($500.00) illegal connection fee.

(c) Fees and charges.

(1) A deposit of three hundred dollars ($300.00) is required for each fire hydrant meter account.

(2) The nonrefundable installation fee is three hundred twenty-five dollars ($325.00) for each fire 
hydrant meter permit.

(3) All fire hydrant meter(s) shall be charged a minimum monthly charge of four hundred thirty 
dollars ($430.00) which will provide up to fifty-three thousand seven hundred fifty (53,750) 
gallons. Anything above the minimum consumption will be charged as established in section 
31-13 8, water rates.

(4) A contractor/customer may request for an on-location fire hydrant meter. If no fire hydrant 
exists at the location, the total cost for the installation of a new fire hydrant for on-location 
service is four thousand six hundred twenty-five dollars ($4,625.00) one thousand five hundred 
dollars ($1,500.00) for the fire hydrant, two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) for the 
fire hydrant installation, three hundred dollars ($300.00) deposit and three hundred twenty-five 
dollars ($325.00) for the fire hydrant meter installation).
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(5) The permit holder shall be required to remit payment for all water withdrawn from fire 
hydrants on a monthly basis. A late fee of five (5) percent or five dollars ($5.00) whichever is 
greater is charged to the balance owed on the account at the beginning of the second business 
day after the bill due date of each month.

(6) Fire hydrant flow test (ifrequired) fHisffi one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).

(d) Loss, damage and payment. For permit holders that contract with the utilities department, the
director is authorized to withhold all or a portion of the deposit for outstanding fire hydrant meter 
charges including but not limited to repair and replacement of the hydrant meter and usage. 

If a fire hydrant meter is lost or stolen, the permit holder must file a police report and pay the minimum 
charge for one (I) month.

Sec. 31-141. Water Availability

Water availability charges applicable to all platted property.

(a)

Lot charges. In addition to all other charges provided for herein and in 
addition to all requirements of the subdivision ordinance or other ordinances 
regulating the subdivision or platting of land, there shall be an additional 
charge for the creation of every new lot as set forth below:

1.-

2.-

Residential lots:

a.
For each lot that is under 6,000 square feet .....$300.00

b.

For each lot that is 6,000 to 8000 square feet .....$500.00

For each lot that is 8,001to9,999 square feet $1500.00

d.-

For each lot that is I 0,000 square feet and over $2,000.00

Nonresidential lots (commercial lots):

a.

b.-

For each and every lot created which is less than one (I) acre, 
the equivalent of one third acre-feet of municipal use water 
right, per lot $I 000.00.

For every lot which is greater than one (I) acre (any fractional 
acreage within such lot shall incur a proportionate charge), the

14



(b)

[Meter Size
(inehes)]

[% ~!:%]

[%*%]

[% ~!: %]

[~4i ~!: %]

fB

c.

equivalent of one-half acre-feet of municipal use water right, 
per acre $1500.00.

For every lot regardless of size created by a replat that has
been previously paid under subsection 1. or 2. above, the
equivalent of one-half acre-feet of municipal use water right, 
per lot $1500.00.

Connection charges. For each connection to the water system or increase in 
meter size, the following charges will be collected at the time of connection, 
as shown below, except for a five-eighths and three-fourths meter connection 
to a lot ofrecord as defined in section 24-61 (b )(59)(ii) of the zoning 
ordinance, for which there shall be no charge.

I.
Residential lots [(for whieh either the five eighths ay three fourths 
ineh or one ineh meter size applies) will pay a eonneetion fee as 
follows]: $300.00.

[Lot Size [Amount
(sEfuare feet)]

[unaer 0,QQQ] [$3QQ.QQ]

[0,QQQ to 8QQQ] [§QQ.QQ]

[8QQ l to 9,999] [+§Q.QQ]

flQ,QQQ ana oi,<er] [l,QQQ.QQ]

[an~' size lot] fl,QQQ.QQ]

Residential lots at the Colonias will be charged a $450.00 water connection 
fee. Water LUEs will be charged in accordance with Ordinance No. 2011-0- 
019 or any amendments to this ordinance.

2. Multifamily will be charged as $200 per unit [pef meter}. Any lot created
as multifamily use requires the installation ofa master meter with backfiow 
preventer for all the units. Any individual meter/unit request will be reviewed 
by the Utilities Director on case by case basis and may be approved by the 
City Manager.

3. Nonresidential lots (commercial lots) excluding multifamily will have a 
connection fee based on the meter size:
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(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Size of meter in inches:

~] %" .....$500.00

111
••••• $1,000.00

1 Yz" .....$2,000.00

2~ .....$4,000.00

3~ .....$8,000.00

4" .....$16,000.00

6" & 8" ....$40,000.00

[8 .... 64 ,000.00]

Excluded from the water availability charge are any lot or lots created prior 
to September 9, 1979, by a subdivision or a re-subdivision of land described 
by metes and bounds contained in an instrument of grant or conveyance 
legally executed, duly acknowledged and properly recorded at the county 
deeds records office, and filed on September 9, 1979, or afterwards within 
thirty (30) days from such date, which date is the publication date of the 
public notice printed on page l 2A of the Laredo Times at the direction of the 
planning and zoning commission; and upon proof thereof to the appropriate 
city official or officials, such lot or lots shall be excluded from the water 
availability charge.

Prohibit the use of water rights to pay capital improvement contribution fees.

The city council hereby ratifies, adopts and approves the water availability 
charge as passed and approved by the waterworks board at its regular 
meeting of August 17, 1983.

Funds collected for water availability, connection charges, and water 
demand fees shall be allocated to a "water availability fund" in the city's 
annual budget and shall be used to purchase water, groundwater, or water 
rights and/or finance studies, secondary water supply and pilot programs 
which tend to diversify and augment the water supply.

[See. 31 141.1. Seeurity deposits.]

[(a) A refundable seeurity deposit for utility serviees is required from all eustomers aeeording to 
seetioR 31 138.1.2, rates and eharges inside the eity.]

[(b) AR applieant for residential serviee to a three quarter ineh meter, who has not previous 
unsatisfaetory eredit history with the eity, is only required to deposit thirty dollars ($30.00) of the 
required deposit amount if the applieant eomplies ;.vith one of the following:]
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[(1) +he 1· app 1eant is si><ty fi"e (65 ) ,[(e) Ji: h ' 7 ) ears or older and ha or t e PHFf:lOse of this se t. " ,s   presented proof of age ]
dOjlortmeRI reeerds that >!Iii' e ieR ."Rsatisfaotery eredit kistery" '" .
JlFOvieus twe (2) y~ars e• a j,~ ~Ol'¥1ee kas IIeOR 6llt elf !Here tJl.. e:""s~ aeeerdi•g te the oity !al<
ther<l are IIalaRees •"erdt!e I as II~e.R left HRjlaid after ""Y pre"ie ee ~• .R•lljlll)'IRORI withiR the
d I' . r on any Ht1hn· ,l • • HS ser"l6e nr ,l' •

OIRe 1t1eR are dt!e te the ei; ·] - ..~ """ pav1Rg eeRtroet eR<l li ~. nas u1seelll!Rll6d er 
[(El) The eity shall ·< ,,. } . ORS ~• fereod let eleaRiRg er

B . re' ie ff eustomer's , . . or a one time seeurit)· de osi pay.ment hi stones in April of e' ·e , ,se¥~Y dell!lfs ($10.00) pef ~:fHR~ ~·the llffleHRt ef sE!'IORty de'nZs };;- 0 
10

-iRe eligiliility 
requ1refReRls Hilde• suliseotieR (II) required 1111l1ties se6Hfity dOJlesit ,,.li ). The e1ty '"Ill' •efHRd
[(l) Th . e• has fRRI all ef the fellewi•g o d:'. OR a eestefROf fReets the

e aeeount is on a residential . . . . on itwns:]
[(2) +h meter inside e1ty hmits· and]

e aeeount eurrently has T '
dollars ($100.00) or gre~er; an~tt11ty seeurity deposit posted in the amou t f

an t'"el"e (12)
[(4) Th w • eeRtiRueus

e eustomer has a good er d.less every month in e it reeord of paying in thirt , (J 0)aeeordanee to the eity tax d ~ days from the date of b'H'
[(5) The eusle1Rer's .. OjlortmeRI reeerds; 8Rd] I IRf5 er

I B seFT1ee has not bee t ffess «)r nonpayment of a biH; and] n eu o more than twiee during the past t'" (2)[(6) Th "" yeDfs er

e eustomer is eurrent on all ..
eleaning or demolition due to the e:~:.l;t)· and paving eontraets and has no liens for B

[(e) Customers eligible for refunds vtiH ree ·,. ' . ~reed let
[(l) e1re ttte1r refund d'

bili:i;. ·~~ ef a. pertieR ef the seourily dOjlesi::~; aeeenng te the fellewiRg gttideliRes :]
e epos1t

1
s t 1r1 normally be d ·

eusteffter's ROI<! fReRlhl ~;:jr th8R the e!!lsteRding bill '"" ";.' lied te • GHstefRer's May 
[(f) A customer ,,,h

0

, } 1 · ' Gfe rt '"Ill' be lljlplied le the
vrtt ttas a eurrent tT .

to subseetion (d) aboye ma , tran;Z ity service aeeount and is eligible to re .
the Ol!StefROr hos paid all i fl- ~e aeeel!IH m,., eRe (I) leeati I eewe a refuRd aeeerdiRg 
days ef the billiRg ae d' e Hi rty hills ••the aeollllftl iR a eR e 8Rethor withiR the oity If

. d eor mg to the e. t d prompt manner of .th. .
require- le Elepesit thirty dollars ($'Y !al< 4!portmeRI reeerds, soid wr!R thlrty (30)

[(g) P 11 '" f 30.00) efthe eHffOR! lllility s°"'" d eusleffiers sftoll eRly he
' ms o money eoHeeted as . ~1ees epos1t rate.]

may be sustained V+'hen a e eash. deposit seeuring the utilities .
speeial fURd le he used ~ •~lefRer dISeeRliRues liisll!Of !!lilil, dopMmeRI oga1Rsl lesses that 
serviee wheR the aeeel!IH ~~ t. e Pll)'ffi•RI er l!<ijustffteRI ef ff~ ser>1ees shall he depesiled iR a

[(h) If
15 

e1Rg elesed.] 8'"e!!Rls due the eity feF >llility

a person makes a de . benefit of the , posit and beeomes insol"ent b bilht perseR s erediters, the eity skall ~ly ·;.r ~. er mokes "" RSsigRrRORI feF the person's de13osit t f~ e
[(i) • . - ~ 6

<Sot the •>llstaftding

b , rny eustomer 't'+'ho has a post d . eeause of a refund senior .. e seeunt)' deposit of less than
h!!I subsequeRtly d:Wele s e!l"OR r~duotieR, lmr!sfar redueti0R • eRe ffim~red dollars ($100.00)
eeRtiRuing >llility seP ·ie p I "" H11sot1sfaetery eredil liistery "'~ ' t"•r erd!R8R6e •• ether reaseR
lljlplie8Rls.] ~ e e pest • seeHFity dOJlesit iR the ~ II~ e reqe1red es • eef!dilieR fe;H amount eurrently eharged to new
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[(j) If a persoA reEJ1:1ired to make a deposit iA aeeordaAee with this seetioA fails to make the deposit 
after applyiAg for serviee or after Aotifieati oA of the deposit beiAg d1:1e, or after Aotifieati oA of 
liability for aA iAereased deposit, the eity may diseoAtiA1:1e ser1iee 1:1Atil paymeAt or satisfuetory 
arraAgemeAts for pa~'FAeAt have beeA made.]

Section 2. If any word, phrase, c lause, sente nc e, or paragraph of this ordinance is held to be
unconstitutional or invalid by a court of compete  nt jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this 
ordinance shall remain in effect as if the unconstitutional or invalid portion had not been adopted.

Section 3. This ordinance s hall be cumulative of all provisions of ord in ances of the City of Laredo , 
Texas, except where the provisions of this ord inan ce are in direct conflict with the provisions of such 
ord inances, in which eve  nt the conflicting provisions of such ordina nces are hereby repealed.

Sect  ion 4 . This Ordinance s hall be published according to Section 2.09(0) of the Charter of th e City of 
Laredo.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect as of April I, 2018 , pursuant to the City Charter, Section 
2.09(B).

PASSED BY THE 
THE 5°

ATTEST:

CITY COUNCIL AND 

DAY OF ff:brua~

BY: LISA M . PAUL 
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS,2i,J 
PETE SAENZ
MAYOR
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City Council-Regular 
Meeting Date: 02/05/2018 

Final Reading of Ordinances 26.

Initiated By: Martin Aleman, Executive Director of Finance and Technology 

Initiated By: Riazul Mia, P.E., Utilities Director

Staff Source: Riazul I Mia, PE, Utilities Director

SUBJECT
2018-0-026 Amending Chapter 31 (Utilities), Article Ill, (Water), Division 3 (Rates and 
Charges) section 31-138 (Water rates) by adding a fixed monthly water demand fee 
based on meter sizes as stated in table 4 (from $1 to $50 based on meter size); 
amending section 31-138.1.1 (fees) by implementing new account connection fees for 
same business day service (from $35 to $75 based on the need for meter setup); 
amending section 138.1.2 (service charges) by adding fees for installation of 
tee-connections, reducing the water tap fee for irrigation meters, amending the cost for 
2" waterline extensions for service connections if needed, deleting the meter and meter 
installation fee for 5/8" meter, and reducing the security deposits for new customers who 
are 65 years or older and veterans; creating section of 31-138.4 (refund security 
deposits); amending section 31-141 (b) by reducing the connection fees for residential 
services to a flat rate, adding a water connection fee for residential services to the 
Colonias, and reducing the connection fees for 8" commercial meter, amending section 
31-141(f) by including the water demand fees; deleting section 31-141.1.1 (security 
deposits); providing for severability; providing this ordinance shall be cumulative; 
providing for publication; and providing an effective date.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION
The ordinance was introduced by the City council on January 24, 2018.

BACKGROUND
The cost of water rights was $720/ac-ft in 1996 and $3000/ac-ft in 2015. City needs to 
acquire more water rights to meet the future demands and staff is recommending to 
implement a fixed monthly demand fees based on the meter size to generate additional 
revenue to additional water rights. Currently the only revenue collected during platting 
and meter connection fees are close to $1.0 million which can only provide additional 
300 ac-ft of water.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION



Introduction of the Ordinance

Fiscal Impact

Fiscal Year:
Bugeted YIN?:
Source of Funds:
Account#:
Change Order: Exceeds 25% Y/N:

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Revenues generated will be deposited into the Utilities Funds.

Attachments
water-demand



CITY OF LAREDO ORDINANCE.NO.
201s-0~02a

AMENDING THE LAREDO LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE, ARTICLE VI, 
SECTION 24.94.5 , BY REVISING THE 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT · 
APPLICATION SUBMITIAL CRITERIA; 
PROVIDING FOR. PUBLICATION AND 

EFFECTIVE DATE:
L-40

ORDINANCE NO. 2018·0-011

~MENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE (MAP) OF 
. THE CITY OF LAREDO BY REZONING 

APPROXIMATYELY .084 ACRES AS FURTHER 
DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS IN 
EXHIBIT A, LOCATED AT NORTH OF PITA 
MANGANA RD., AND EAST OF CUATRO 

VIENTOS RD., FROM R-1 (SINGLE FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICD TO B·4.(HIGHWAY 
COM.MERCIAL DISTRICT); PROVIDING FOR 

. PUBLICATION AND·EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
L-52

. · ORDINANCE NO. 2018·0·027

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 23 "PARKS AND LEISURE 

SERVICES" BY REPEALING SECTION 23-8 
"PROHIBITION REGARDING CHILD SEX 

OFFENDER IN CHILD SAFETY ZONE" AND 
REPLACING WITH A NEW SECTION "PROHIBITION 
REGARDING 'SEX OFFENDE~ IN SA~ETY ZONE," 
AND AMENDING SECTION 23-9 "ENFORCEMENT
PROCEDURES"TO RESTRICTTl;IE ACTIVITIES OF

REGISTERED SEX OFFEND~RS'WHO HAVE 
. COMMITTED CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN AS 
WELL AS ADULTS;.AND PROVIDING FOR THE ·

FOLLOWING:· FINDINGS OF FACT, PENALTY FOR 
VIOLATION; SAVINGS, SEVERABIUTY, REPEALER,

· AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . ·
. . L·38

201

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS, 
AMENDJ~G CHAPTER 31 (UTILmES), ARTICLE Ill,

(WATE~,DIVISION 3· (RATES AND CHARGES) SECTJ
31-138 ATER RATES) BY ADDING A Fll(ED MONTH~

WA R DEMAND FE~ BASED ON METER SIZES AS 
STATED JN TABLE 4 (FROM $1 TO $50 BASED ON METElf

~
. SIZE); AM. ENDJNQ SECTION 31-138.1.1 jFEES) BY~ 
PLEM~NTJNG NEW ACCOUNT CONNECT ON Fees

AME BUSINESS OAY SERVICE (FROM $3ST0·$75 Bl\S

~
THE NEED FOR METER SETUP); AMENDING SECTION 

138.1.2 (SERVICE CHARGES) B't' ADDING FEES FOll 
NSTALLATION OFTEECONN£CTJONS, REDUCJNG.TJtE
ATER"(AP FEE FOR IRRIGATION METERS, AMENDl~O.
THE COST FOR 2"WATERLINE EXTENSIONS FORf 

SERVICE.CONNECTIONS IF NEEDED, DELETING THE 
t,IETER AND METER INSTALLATION FEE FOR 518" MEl'.£8, 
I AND REDUCING THE SECURITY DEPOSITS FOR NEW 

CUSTOMERS WHO M!E 6S YEARS OR OLDER AND 
VETERANS; CREATING SECTION Ci~ 31-138'.4.(REFU~ •rCURITY DEPOSITS); AMENDING SECTION 31-141(B)

EDUCING THE CONNECTION FEES FOR RESIDENTfi L .
SE;RVJCES TO A FL.AT RATE, ADDING A WATEll '.

CONNECTION FEE FOR RESIDENTIAL SERVICESl'OTHE 
COLONJAS, AND REDUCING THE CONNECTION F.EES 1
8" COMMERCIAL METER, AMENDING SECTION 31-141(F) 
BY INCLUDING THE WATER DEMAND FEES; DELETINQ 

SECTION 31-141.1.1 (SECURITY DEPOSITS); PROVIDING 
OR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE SHA 
BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR P.UBLICATION; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. ·

ORDINANCE NO. 2018·0·019

AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE (MAP) 
OF THE ClTY OF LAREDO BY REZONING 
APPROXIMATELY 16.96 ACRES, OUT OF

O.M.J. SANCHEZ PORCION 22,ABSTRACT 277,
LOCATED ON THE WEST END OF MONACO 
BLVD ANO NORTH OF SHILOH OR., FROM 

R·1 (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL OISTR1c n 
TO R·1A (SINGLE FAMILY REDUCED AREA

DISTRICT); .PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND 
EFFECTll,IE DATE.

L·44

OHUINANt;t NU. lUl tl·U·U:.!U

AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
(MAP) OF THE CITY OF LAREDO BY 
REZONiNG LOTS ·s AND 8, BLOCK 

218, WESTERN DIVISION, LOCATED 
AT 1219 SAN DARIO AVE., FROM B-1 

(LIMITED BUSINESS DISTRICT) TO B-3 
(COMMUNITY BUSINESS DISTRICT) ; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 
L-43

ORDINANCE NO.

AMENDING THE ZQNI 
(MAP) OF THE CITY

AUTHORIZING A~ 
PERMIT FOR TOWN~ 
1, BLOCK 1, HILLTOI 

PHASE 1, LOCATED 1
RD ..; PROVIDING FO

. AND EFFECTI
L·46

Now with 54,000 c
in Laredo an


