
ORDINANCE # 314

AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO THE CONTROL 

OF DOGS, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY WITHIN THE TOWN OF VERNON” 

AMENDING ORDINANCE #233 ENTITLED “ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO 

 THE CONTROLOF DOGS WITHIN THE TOWN OF VERNON” 

 AND ORDINANCE #232 ENTITLED “ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO 

THE REMOVAL OF DOG FECES WITHIN THE TOWN”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town of Vernon that Ordinance #232 and #233 are hereby amended 

as follows:

Sections 8-121 through 8-123 which now read:

Section 8-121 – Definitions.

D o g   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   m e m b e r   o f   t h e   c a n i n e   s p e c i e s ,   m a l e ,   f e m a l e ,   n e u t e r e d   m a l e   o r   

s p a y e d   f e m a l e . 

O w n e r   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   p e r s o n   o r   p e r s o n s ,   f i r m ,   a s s o c i a t i o n ,   p a r t n e r s h i p ,   L L C   o r   

c o r p o r a t i o n   p o s s e s s i n g ,   k e e p i n g   o r   h a v i n g   c u s t o d y   o f   a   d o g . 

A t   l a r g e   s h a l l   m e a n   o f f   t h e   p r e m i s e s   o f   t h e   o w n e r ,   a n d   n o t   u n d e r   t h e   c o n t r o l   o f   t h e   

o w n e r   b y   a   l e a s h ,   c o r d   o r   c h a i n .     

S e c t i o n   8 - 1 2 2   -   Running at large prohibited at properties owned by the Town of Vernon and/or 

operated by the Vernon Board of Education and Parks and Recreation Department.

( a )   I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   o w n e r   o f   a n y   d o g   t o   a l l o w   s u c h   d o g   t o   b e   a t   l a r g e   

w i t h i n   a n y   p r o p e r t y   o w n e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   a n d / o r   o p e r a t e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   b o a r d   o f   e d u c a t i o n ,   o r   

a n y   p r o p e r t y   o w n e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   a n d / o r   o p e r a t e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   p a r k s   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n   d e p a r t m e n t 

w i t h   t h e   e x c e p t i o n   o f   a n y   p r o p e r t y   w h i c h   t h e   t o w n   c o u n c i l   m a y   d e s i g n a t e   a s   a n   a r e a   f o r   d o g s   

t o   b e   a t   l a r g e . 

( b )     T h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o   d o g s   o w n e d   o r   c o n t r o l l e d   b y   

g o v e r n m e n t   l a w   e n f o r c e m e n t   a g e n c i e s   o r   o r g a n i z e d   f i r e   d e p a r t m e n t s   o r   p e r s o n s   a u t h o r i z e d   b y 

s a i d   a g e n c i e s   o r   d e p a r t m e n t s   t o   e n g a g e   i n   s e a r c h   a n d   r e s c u e   a c t i v i t y   o r   t r a i n i n g   f o r   s u c h   

a c t i v i t y . 

( c )   A n y   v i o l a t i o n   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   b e   p u n i s h a b l e   b y   a   f i n e   o f   t w e n t y - f i v e   d o l l a r s   

( $ 2 5 . 0 0 )   f o r   e a c h   v i o l a t i o n . 

( d )     T h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   b e   r e v i e w e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   c o u n c i l   t w o   ( 2 )   y e a r s   f r o m   i t s   e f f e c t i v e 

d a t e ,   a n d   a t   s u c h   t i m e   t h e   t o w n   c o u n c i l   m a y   a m e n d   o r   r e p e a l   t h i s   s e c t i o n   i f   i t   s o   c h o o s e s . 

Sec. 8-123. - Removal of feces.

( a )     I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   p e r s o n   o w n i n g ,   k e e p i n g ,   w a l k i n g   o r   i n   c o n t r o l   o f   a n y   

d o g   t o   a l l o w   o r   p e r m i t   s u c h   a n i m a l   t o   d e f e c a t e   u p o n   a n y   p r i v a t e   p r o p e r t y   o w n e d   b y   a n o t h e r   

p e r s o n ,   c o n d o m i n i u m   c o m m o n   e l e m e n t s ,   s t r e e t ,   s i d e w a l k ,   g u t t e r   o r   o t h e r   p u b l i c   a r e a   u n l e s s   

s u c h   p e r s o n   s h a l l   r e m o v e   a l l   f e c e s   s o   d e p o s i t e d   b y   s u c h   a n i m a l   b e f o r e   l e a v i n g   t h e   i m m e d i a t e   

p r e m i s e s . 

( b )     T h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o   a n y   p e r s o n   w h o   i s   b l i n d   o r   d e a f ,   

w a l k i n g   o r   i n   c o n t r o l   o f   a   g u i d e   d o g   l i c e n s e d   p u r s u a n t   t o   G e n e r a l   S t a t u t e s   s e c t i o n   2 2 - 3 4 5 ,   o r   

b y   a n y   p e r s o n   w h o   i s   p h y s i c a l l y   u n a b l e   t o   r e m o v e   s a i d   f e c e s . 

( c )     T h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o   d o g s   o w n e d   o r   c o n t r o l l e d   b y   

g o v e r n m e n t   l a w   e n f o r c e m e n t   a g e n c i e s   o r   o r g a n i z e d   f i r e   d e p a r t m e n t s   o r   p e r s o n s   a u t h o r i z e d   b y 

s a i d   a g e n c i e s   o r   d e p a r t m e n t s   t o   e n g a g e   i n   s e a r c h   a n d   r e s c u e   a c t i v i t y   o r   t r a i n i n g   f o r   s u c h   

a c t i v i t y . 
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( d )     A n y   v i o l a t i o n   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   b e   p u n i s h a b l e   b y   a   f i n e   o f   t w e n t y - f i v e   d o l l a r s   

( $ 2 5 . 0 0 )   f o r   e a c h   v i o l a t i o n . 

( e )     T h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   b e   r e v i e w e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   c o u n c i l   t w o   ( 2 )   y e a r s   f r o m   i t s   e f f e c t i v e 

d a t e ,   a n d   a t   s u c h   t i m e   t h e   t o w n   c o u n c i l   m a y   a m e n d   o r   r e p e a l   t h i s   s e c t i o n   i f   i t   s o   c h o o s e s . 

Are hereby repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

Section 8-121 – Definitions.

A t   l a r g e   s h a l l   m e a n   o f f   t h e   p r e m i s e s   o f   t h e   o w n e r ,   a n d   n o t   u n d e r   t h e   c o n t r o l   o f   t h e   

o w n e r   b y   a   l e a s h ,   c o r d   o r   c h a i n .     

D o g   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   m e m b e r   o f   t h e   c a n i n e   s p e c i e s ,   m a l e ,   f e m a l e ,   n e u t e r e d   m a l e   o r   

s p a y e d   f e m a l e . 

L i v e s t o c k   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   c a m e l i d   o r   h o o v e d   a n i m a l   r a i s e d   f o r   d o m e s t i c   o r   c o m m e r c i a l 

u s e . 

P o u l t r y   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   s p e c i e s   o f   d o m e s t i c   f o w l ,   i n c l u d i n g ,   b u t   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o ,   

c h i c k e n s ,   t u r k e y s ,   o s t r i c h e s ,   e m u s ,   r h e a s ,   c a s s o w a r i e s ,   w a t e r f o w l   a n d   g a m e   b i r d s   r a i s e d   f o r   

d o m e s t i c   o r   c o m m e r c i a l   u s e . 

O w n e r   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   p e r s o n   o r   p e r s o n s ,   f i r m ,   a s s o c i a t i o n ,   p a r t n e r s h i p ,   L L C   o r   

c o r p o r a t i o n   p o s s e s s i n g ,   k e e p i n g   o r   h a v i n g   c u s t o d y   o f   a   d o g ,   l i v e s t o c k   o r   p o u l t r y . 

S e c t i o n   8 - 1 2 2   -   Running at large prohibited on property of another or properties owned by the 

Town of Vernon and/or operated by the Vernon Board of Education and Parks and Recreation 

Department.

( a )   I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   o w n e r   o f   a n y   d o g   t o   a l l o w   a   d o g   t o   b e   a t   l a r g e   o r   

o t h e r w i s e   o n   t h e   p r o p e r t y   o f   a n o t h e r   w i t h o u t   t h e   p e r m i s s i o n   o f   t h e   o w n e r   o r   o c c u p a n t   o f   s a i d   

p r o p e r t y .     I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   o w n e r   o f   a n y   d o g   t o   a l l o w   a   d o g   t o   b e   a t   l a r g e   o n   a n y   

p r o p e r t y   o w n e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   a n d / o r   o p e r a t e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   b o a r d   o f   e d u c a t i o n ,   o r   a n y   p r o p e r t y   

o w n e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   a n d / o r   o p e r a t e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   p a r k s   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n   d e p a r t m e n t   w i t h   t h e   

e x c e p t i o n   o f   a n y   p r o p e r t y   w h i c h   t h e   t o w n   c o u n c i l   m a y   d e s i g n a t e   a s   a n   a r e a   f o r   d o g s   t o   b e   a t   

l a r g e . 

( b )     I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   o w n e r   o f   l i v e s t o c k   o r   p o u l t r y   t o   a l l o w   l i v e s t o c k   o r   

p o u l t r y   t o   b e   a t   l a r g e   o r   o t h e r w i s e   o n   t h e   p r o p e r t y   o f   a n o t h e r   w i t h o u t   t h e   p e r m i s s i o n   o f   t h e   

o w n e r   o r   o c c u p a n t   o f   s a i d   p r o p e r t y .     I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   o w n e r   o f   a n y   l i v e s t o c k   o r   

p o u l t r y   t o   a l l o w   l i v e s t o c k   o r   p o u l t r y   t o   b e   a t   l a r g e   o n   a n y   p r o p e r t y   o w n e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   a n d / o r   

o p e r a t e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   b o a r d   o f   e d u c a t i o n ,   o r   a n y   p r o p e r t y   o w n e d   b y   t h e   t o w n   a n d / o r   o p e r a t e d   

b y   t h e   t o w n   p a r k s   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n   d e p a r t m e n t .       A t   a l l   t i m e s ,   l i v e s t o c k   a n d   p o u l t r y   s h a l l   b e   

k e p t   on the premises belonging to, or occupied by, the owner via leash, enclosure, fence, 

shelter, or other means, unless attended by or under the control of the owner/keeper.

( c )     T h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o   d o g s   o w n e d   o r   c o n t r o l l e d   b y   

g o v e r n m e n t   l a w   e n f o r c e m e n t   a g e n c i e s   o r   o r g a n i z e d   f i r e   d e p a r t m e n t s   o r   p e r s o n s   a u t h o r i z e d   b y 

s a i d   a g e n c i e s   o r   d e p a r t m e n t s   t o   e n g a g e   i n   s e a r c h   a n d   r e s c u e   a c t i v i t y   o r   t r a i n i n g   f o r   s u c h   

a c t i v i t y . 

                        ( d )     Penalties for offenses.  A n y   o w n e r   v i o l a t i n g   a n y   p r o v i s i o n   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   b e   

https://ecode360.com/7294115#7294117
https://ecode360.com/7294115#7294117


ORDINANCE # 314

AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO THE CONTROL 

OF DOGS, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY WITHIN THE TOWN OF VERNON” 

AMENDING ORDINANCE #233 ENTITLED “ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO 

 THE CONTROLOF DOGS WITHIN THE TOWN OF VERNON” 

 AND ORDINANCE #232 ENTITLED “ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO 

THE REMOVAL OF DOG FECES WITHIN THE TOWN”

f i n e d   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h  Section 1-9 of this Code of Ordinances. Each day that any such 

violation shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. The imposition of any fine hereunder 

shall not prevent the enforced abatement of any unlawful condition by the Town.

Sec. 8-123. - Removal of feces.

( a )     I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   p e r s o n   o w n i n g ,   k e e p i n g ,   w a l k i n g   o r   i n   c o n t r o l   o f   a n y   

d o g ,   l i v e s t o c k   o r   p o u l t r y   t o   a l l o w   o r   p e r m i t   s u c h   a n i m a l   t o   d e f e c a t e   u p o n   a n y   p r i v a t e   p r o p e r t y   

o w n e d   b y   a n o t h e r   p e r s o n ,   c o n d o m i n i u m   c o m m o n   e l e m e n t s ,   s t r e e t ,   s i d e w a l k ,   g u t t e r   o r   o t h e r   

p u b l i c   a r e a   u n l e s s   s u c h   p e r s o n   s h a l l   r e m o v e   a l l   f e c e s   s o   d e p o s i t e d   b y   s u c h   a n i m a l   b e f o r e   

l e a v i n g   t h e   i m m e d i a t e   p r e m i s e s . 

( b )     T h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o   a n y   p e r s o n   w h o   i s   b l i n d   o r   d e a f ,   

w a l k i n g   o r   i n   c o n t r o l   o f   a   g u i d e   d o g   l i c e n s e d   p u r s u a n t   t o   G e n e r a l   S t a t u t e s   s e c t i o n   2 2 - 3 4 5 ,   o r   

b y   a n y   p e r s o n   w h o   i s   p h y s i c a l l y   u n a b l e   t o   r e m o v e   s a i d   f e c e s . 

( c )     T h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o   d o g s   o w n e d   o r   c o n t r o l l e d   b y   

g o v e r n m e n t   l a w   e n f o r c e m e n t   a g e n c i e s   o r   o r g a n i z e d   f i r e   d e p a r t m e n t s   o r   p e r s o n s   a u t h o r i z e d   b y 

s a i d   a g e n c i e s   o r   d e p a r t m e n t s   t o   e n g a g e   i n   s e a r c h   a n d   r e s c u e   a c t i v i t y   o r   t r a i n i n g   f o r   s u c h   

a c t i v i t y . 

                        ( d )     Penalties for offenses.  A n y   o w n e r   v i o l a t i n g   a n y   p r o v i s i o n   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   b e   

f i n e d   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h  Section 1-9 of this Code of Ordinances. Each day that any such 

violation shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. The imposition of any fine hereunder

shall not prevent the enforced abatement of any unlawful condition by the Town.
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