
ORDINANCE NO. 0.29-22

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OT'ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
PALESTINE, TEXAS, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 98 I'NTITLE,D "UTILITIES,''
ARTICLE III ts,NTITLED "RATES AND CHARGES,'' SECTION 98-90 E,NTITI,ED
..WATER RATES,'' SECTION 98.9I ENTITLED "WASTI'WATER RATES,'' AND
SECTION 98-9I ENTITI,ED *DISCONNE,CTION OI' SERVICE I'OR NONPAYMENT'';
PROVIDING A SAVING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVE,RABII,ITY CI,AUSE; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Palestine provides water and wastewater services to citizens within its
corporate boundaries and non-residents of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City is required to collect charges for the services it provides so as to pay for
the provision of adequate and reliable service: and

WHEREAS, the City ensures that the charges are collected and needs to establish fair and

reasonable deposits to ensure that ratepayers are responsible for the services they
receive; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the rates charged to customers of the City's
water and wastewater should be adjusted to more accurately reflecl the cost of
providing the services.

NOW, THEREFORE,BE ITORDAINEDBY THE CITY COUNCILOFTHE CITY
OF PALESTINE, TEXAS:

I.

That Sections 98-90, 98-9 l, and 98-94 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palestine,
Texas be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 98-90. - Water rates.

The monthly water rates or charges to be charged by the city for treated water fumished to its
consumers in the city shall be as follows:

(1) The minimum monthly charge for the first 2,000 gallons shall be based on the size of the
meter as follows:

a. Three-fourths-inch to one-inch .....$735 14.86

1. Three-fourths to one-inch sprinkler.....+-l-+t 19.86

b. One and one-half-inctr .....1+*+ Ze . tS

c. Two-inch .....+23+ 33.22

d. Three-inch .....*+763.02

e. Four-inch .....%+792.76

f. Six-inch .....+3424 282.70

C. Eight-inch.....33859405.95



(2) Usage charges shall be as follows:

a. Residential:

I . From 2,000 gallons to 2e$0e 6,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....$6664.69

2. After From 6,000 gallons to 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....8.37

3. After 20,00O gallons, per 1,000 gallons .... &.*5 10.46

b. Commercial:

l. From 2,000 gallons to 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....$7*f 7.15

2. After 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....$.48 8.93

3. Sprinkler: Up to 6,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .... 6.69

4. Sprinkler: From 6,000 gallons to 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons . . . .8.37

5. Sprinkler: After 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .... 10.46

c. Multifamily, as defined in subsection (3):

l. From 2,000 gallons to 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....$7*l 7.15

2. After 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....$48 8.93

3. Sprinkler: Up to 6,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .... 6.69

4. Sprinkler: From 6,000 gallons to 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons . ...8.37

5. Sprinkler: After 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .... 10.46

d. Industrial:

l. From 2,000 gallons to 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....$?'1* 7.15

2. After 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....8-48 8.93

3. Sprinkler: Up to 6,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .... 6.69

4. Sprinkler: From 6,0OO gallons to 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons ....8.37

5. Sprinkler: After 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .... 10.46

e. Raw water, per 1,000 gallons .....$058 0.89

f. Starting in October 2021, a tbree-fourths-percent increase in all water rates, or an increase

equal to the CPI inflation index annually, whichever is greater, should be implemented each year.

(3) Apartment houses or multi-family dwellings or multi-unit buildings designed to house two
or more families or units shall, unless each unit is separately metered, be charged and billed at the

multifamily rate set forth in subsection (2)(c) of this section.

(4) Mobile home parks and trailer courts shall, unless each unit is separately metered, be charged

and billed at the commercial rate set forth in subsection (2)(b) of this section.



(5) The rates specified in all water contracts entered into by the city, except those specified in
the following subsection (6) shall be chzLrged and billed at the rate of $432 7. l5-per 1,000 gallons
with no minimum charge per month.

(6) All consumers located outside the corporate limits of the city which have made agreements

with the city for water services on an individual basis for an individual consumer shall be charged

at a rate that is 1.25 times the rates set forth in subsections (1) and (2) of this section.

(7)

rharcusbnrel= If a consumer requests that the meter be reread and/or requests a data log and such

is done there shall be a charge of $16.50 assessed on the next bill of that customer. This fee is
waived if it is apparent the user has a leak and/or it is determined by the city that the first reading
was incorrect. Also, there shall be a charge of $52.00 if the meter has been pulled for nonpayment
of services.

(8) Each new consumer of city water shall pay a nonreftndable water utility service setup charge

in the amount of $10.00 which will be charged to the consumer on the first bill sent to the consumer
for water service. Each consumer who desires to have an existing water seruice transfer shall pay
a transfer fee in the amount of $25.00 which will be billed to the consumer on the first bill for
water service at the new address.

(9) Payments will be due 20 days from the billing date.

(10) A late charge of three ten percent will be assessed for an account that has not been paid in
full within 20 days from the billing date.

(11)

Sec. 98-91. - Wastewater eharges rates.

The monthly wastewater rates or wastewater charges to be paid by the users of the city sanitary
sewer system shall be computed upon the numbers of gallons of water metered to such consumer
through the water meter of such consumer and shall be calculated in the following manner:

(1) Residential. Residential users shall pay the charge according to the following:

a. First 2,000 gallons, minimum charge, base charge .....$&.72 18.95

b. Over 2,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons .....M 6.45

c. Rates for residential wastewater serwice will be calculated based upon average winter usage.
D-^.,;..1^,-l l"^.,,^,,^. +1".+ +1"-,,"^^^ ,,,1"i^1" th^..r^;" ^^l^,,1-+^,-l "1"^ll -^+ ^*^^^,.1 L<

efell@ThewinterperiodshallbebetweenDecember1andthroughMarch3l.If
a user was not a customer for the entire previous winter period, the average monthly water usage

will be the citywide average winter usage for all residential users. Averages will be recalculated
May I of every year.

(2) Non-consumers of ciD water. Consumers located inside the corporate limits of the city who
are provided sanitary wastewater serv.ices but are not connected to city water shall pay a charge of
$3995 49.95 per month. Consumers located outside the corporate limits of the city who are



provided sanitary wastewater services but are not connected to city water shall pay a charge of
$4914 59.95 per month.

(3) Multifamily. Apartment houses or multifamily dwellings or multi-unit buildings designed to
house two or more families or units shall, unless each unit is separately metered, pay the charge

according to the following:

a. Gallons per month:

l. 0-2,000 .....ws'46.60

2. Over 2,000 gallons, for every 1,000 gallons .....@ 6.50

(4) Commercial. Commercial users shall pay the charge according to the following:

a. Gallons per month:

l. 0-2,000.....$345546.60

2. Over 2,000 gallons, for every 1,000 gallons .....4+0 6.50

b. Over-strength charges. Commercial users shall pay $0.84 per mg/l of TSS, BOD, ammonia,
or oil and grease over the maximum concentration of 250 mg/l of TSS or BOD,30mg/l of ammonia
(N), or 200 mg/l of oil and grease.

(5) Industrial. Industrial users shall pay the charge according to the following:

a. Gallons per month:

l. 0-2,000.....$36546.60

2. Over 2,000 gallons, for every 1,000 gallons .....44 6.50

b. Over-strength charges. Commercial users shall pay $0.84 per mgfl of TSS, BOD, ammonia,
or oil and grease over the maximum concentration of 250 mgil of TSS or BOD, 30mg/l of
ammonia (N), or 200 mg/l of oil and grease.

(6) Mobile home parks and trailer courts shall, unless each unit is separately metered, be charged

and billed at the commercial rate.

(7) A late charge of t&ree ten percent will be assessed for an account that has not been paid in
full within 20 days from the billing date.

(8) All consumers located outside the corporate limits of the city which have made agreements

with the city for wastewater services on an individual basis for an individual consumer shall be

charged at a rate that is 1.25 times the rates set forth in this section.
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Sec. 98-94. - Disconnection of service for nonpayment.

(a) Disconnection charges.If any consumer of utility services fumished by the city does not pay

the rates and charges within 20 days following the billing date, the city shall have the authority
to disconnect or terminate or cause to be disconnected or terminated all utility services

furnished such consumer. A disconnection fee of $?5S0 50.00 shall be assessed on the

consumerj if not paid by 5:00 pm on

cutoff date listed on cutoff notice. This is in addition to any past due amounts owed on the

utility account.
(b)

reri*es-AJier lnurs reconnection charges- If any consumer requests their services be

reinstated after business hours, holidays, and weekends an additional reconnection charge

of $50.00 will be collected.

II.

That all provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palestine, Texas, shall
remain in full force and effect save and except as amended by this ordinance.

IIL

That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any portion of this
ordinance be declared invalid or unenforceable. the balance of said ordinance not declared

invalid or unenforceable, will remain in 1'ull force and effect.

IV.

That this ordinance shall be effective Aprll 1,2023, after publication as required by City
Charter.

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Palestine,

Texas, at a regular meeting held on this the l2th day of December, 2022.
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