
Town of Strasburg, VA

Ordinance Change/Addition

Council Meeting Date: -------=D::....;e=-=c: ...::e"""'m ..: ..:;b:: ....;e=r ...::1=-=0'"'",-=2=0=1.;:;..9________ _

1. Ordinance: Amendments to Strasbur~ Town Code Chapter 42 Fire Prevention and
Protection .

Attachments: X Yes No-----
(ordinance wording attached here-to) 

The changes to Chapter 42 were passed by the Town Council during its regular meeting on

Tuesday, December 10, 2019 with the following result:

Council Member Kim Bishop

Council Member Ken Cherrix

Council Member John Massoud

Council Member Taralyn Nicholson

Council Member Barbara Plitt

Council Member Emily Reynolds

Vice Mayor Scott Terndrup

Council Member Jocelyn Vena

Amy Keller, MMC 

Clerk of Council 

Strasburg, VA

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Absent

Absent

Yes

Yes



PLEASE NOTE:

An amendment was made to the motion, and approved, which adds the following 

to Chapter 42, Sec. 28 (c) . Please, add Section (c) with the following wording:

(c) Council may require voluntary departments to disclose their expenditures of 

public funds on an annual basis.



Chapte r 4 2 - FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTIO Nlll

Footno  t es :

--- (1) ---

Charter reference- Authority of council to make regulations for the pu rpose of guarding against fires, § 
13(14).

Cross reference- Bu ildi ng s and building regulations , ch. 22; emergency services, ch . 34.

State Law reference- Smoke detectors, Code of Virginia, § 15 .2-922; appropriations, loans for 
vo lu ntary firefighting organ izations, rescue squads, etc., Code of Virginia , § 15.2-953 et seq .; explosive 
and inflammable sub stance s, fi reworks, Code of Virginia, § 15.2-1113; fuel-b u rning equipmen t , Code of 
Vi rgini a , § 15.2- 1116; regulat ion of t he making of fires , Code of V irginia , § 15.2-1118; fa lse fire ala rms , 
Code of Virg inia , § 18.2- 212; fire protection gene r ally, Code of Virginia , tit. 27 ; furnishing fire p rotect ion 
beyond terri torial limits , Co de of Virginia , § 2 7-1 et seq .; fire departme nts and fire companies, Code o f 
Virginia , § 27-6.1 et seq.; ordinances as to fire departments, etc. , Code of V irginia , § 27 -14; local fi re 
m arsha ls, Code of Virginia, § 27-30 et seq. ; relief for f irefighters a nd dependents , Code of Virg inia, § 27- 
39 et seq .; mobilization of firefigh ters during state of wa r , Code of Virginia , § 44-152 et seq . ; ex plo sives, 
Code of Virginia , § 59.1-137 et seq .; fireworks , Cod e of V irg in ia, § 59 .1 - 142 et seq .

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL

Secs. 42 -1-42  -25 . - Reserved.

Sec . 42  -1 . - Establishment of Fire Department .

The Town o f Strasburg hereby recognizes the Co unty of Shenandoah Fire Department, the 

Strasburg Volunteer Fire Department Incorporated, and the Strasburg Volunteer Rescue Squad 

Incorporated as an integral part of the official safety program of the Town and hereby delegates 

supervision and operational control over all volunteer fire and rescue companies or department to the 

Shenandoah County Fire and Rescue Fire Ch i ef.

ARTICLE II. - FIRE DEPARTMENT ~

Footnotes:

--- (2) ---

State L aw reference- Use of fi refighters and equipment in emergencies beyond te rr itorial limits of town, 
Code of Virginia , § 27-1; contracts of towns to furnish fire protect ion , Code of Virginia , § 2 7-2; fire 
depart ments and fire companies generally, Code of Virginia,§ 27 -6. 1 et seq .; ordinances as to fire 
departm ents , Code of V irginia , § 27-14.

Se c. 4 2-2 6. - Autho  ri ty to m ake byla w s .

The c ouncil hereby emp  owe rs t he fire d ep artm en t to m ake s uch b yl aws as may b e c ons istent with 
the law s of the state and the t own ord in ances .

(Code 1968, § 10-1 ; Co  d e 1983 , § 7- 11 )



Sec. 42-27. - Equipment; ownership; storage .

The council shall provide a suitable place for housing the fire department's truck and paraphernalia, 
hose , cars and like equipment, as may be required and as may be agreed upon by the council. All 
property, implements, parapherna lia or equipment furn ished in part or in whole by the town shall be and 
rema in the property of the town, subject, however, to use of the fire department for the purpose of 
extinguishing fires .

(Code 1968 , § 10 -2; Code 19 83 , § 7-12)

Sec . 42- 28 . - Appropriations for voluntary firefighting and eme rgency medical services.

(a) So long as the town volunteer fire department meets the required minimum standards for volunteer 
fire departments and operate s on a nonprofit bas i s exclu s ively for the be nefit of the gene r al pub lic, 
the c ouncil shall appropriate from its treasury a monetary donation on an annual basis to be us ed at 
the department's discretion . Further, the volunteer fire department may request the council to 
appropriate funds for capital improvements for the fire department structure .

(b) So long as the town emergency medical servi ce meets the required minimum standards for 
emergen cy medical services and operates on a nonprofit basis ex clusively for the benefit of the 
genera l publ ic , the coun ci l sha ll appropriate from its treasury a monetary donation on an annua l 
ba s is t o be used at the service's discretion.

(Code 198 3, § 7-13 ; Ord . No. 1-90, 5-8-1990 ; Mo . of 4-13-1999; Mo . of 3-11-2003)

State Law r eference- Dona tions to voluntary firefig hting organi  zatio n s, Code of Virg ini  a, § 
15 .2-95 3.

Secs. 42 -29-42  - 55 . - Reserved .

Sec . 42 -29 . - Upon d i ssolution of the Strasburg Volunteer Fire Department, all ownership of firefighting 

equipment, apparatus, vehicles, etc. shall transfer to the Shenandoah County Department of Fire and 

Rescue, for the purpose of providing fire suppression in and around the Town of Strasburg .

ARTICLE Ill. - FIRE PR EVEN TION CODE

Sec. 42- 56. - Adoption.

In accordance with Code of Virginia. title 27. chapter 9 (§ 27-94 et seq . ), the council hereby adopts 
the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code Act as amended (Code of Virginia, title 27 . chapter 9. § 27- 
94 et seq.) . 

_Except so far as inconsistent with state law and the sections of this Code and other town 
ordinances, fer the p1::1rpose of prescribin§ re§1::1lations §Overnin§ conditions ha.cardo1::1s to life and preperty 
frem fire er explosion, that certain code known as the Vir§inia Statewide Fire Prevention Code, as now or 
hereafter amended, is hereby adopted and incorporated as folly as if set 01::1t at len§th in this section.

( C ode 19 6 8, § 10- 5 ; C od  e 198 3 , § 7 -24)



State Law reference-- Authority to adopt fire prevention code by reference  , Code of Virginia, §
27-97.

Sec. 42-57. - Definitions .

(a) Wherever the term "municipality" is used in the fire prevention code adop ted in section 42-56, it 
shall be held to mean the Town of Strasburg , Virginia.

(b) Wherever the term "corporation counsel" is used in the fire pre vention code adopted in section 42- 
56 , it shall be held to mean the town attorney for the Town of Strasburg, Virgini a .

(Code 1968 , § 10-S(a), (b); Code 1983, § 7-25)

Cross reference-- Definitions generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 42 S8. Copies .

Copies of the fire prevention Gode adopted in this artiGle may be obtained at the offiGe of the town 
manager during regular offiGe hours .

(Cede 1968 , § IO 6; Cede 1983 , § 7 27)

Sec . 42 39. Terfl'l of perfl'lits.

Any permit issued pursuant to tho fire prevention Gode adopted under this artiGle shall be valid until 
revoked or suspended .

(Cede 1968 , § 10 7; Cede 1983, § 7 28)

Sec . 42 GQ. establishfl'lent anel eluties of bureau offire prevention .

The bureau of fire prevention in the fire departfl'lent is hereby established and shall be operated 
under the supervision of the town Fl'lanager. SuGh bureau shall assist in the enforGement of the Statewide 
Fire PreYention Code under seGtion 42 65 .

(Cede 1968, § 10 8; Cede 1983, § 7 29)

Sec. 42 el. Moelifications.

SubjeGt to the provisions of Code of Virginia, § 27 97 , the town manager shall have power to modify 
any of the provisions of the fire prevention Gode aelopted under this artiGle upon application in writing by 
the owner or lessee, or his duly authorizeel agent, when there are praGtiGal dif:fiGulties in the way of 
Garrying out the striGt letter of suGh fire prevention Gode, provided that the spirit of the fire prevention Gode 
shall be observed, publiG safety seGured , and substantial justiGo done. Tho partiGulars of suGh 
modifiGation when granted or allowed and the doGision of the town manager thereon shall be entered 
upon tho town reGords, and a signed Gopy shall be furnished the appliGant.

(Cede 1968, § 10 9; Cede 1983 , § 7 30)

Sec . 42 62 . Appeals.



Whenever tho town FRanagor shall disapprove an application or rofblso to grant a permit applied for
or when it is claimed that tho provisions of tho fire prevention code adopted binder this article do not apply 
or that tho trblo intent and moaning of sblch fire prevention code have boon FRisconstFblod or wron9ly 
interpreted, the applicant may appeal froFR tho decision of the town manager to tho board of appeals
established in section F 113.2 of tho Vir9inia Statewide Fire Prevention Code and referred to in section
42 65(c) of this article within 30 days froFR tho date of tho decision from which tho appeal is taken .

(Code 1908  , § 10 10; Code 1983, § 7 31)

See. 42 03 . ~Jew FRaterials, proeesses or eeeblpaneies whieh may reElblire perFRits.

Sblbjoct to the provisions of Code of Virginia , § 27 Q7, tho town FRana9or shall doterFRino and specify, 
after 9iving affected persons an opportblnity to be hoard , any now FRatorials , processes or occblpancios, 
which shall fOElbliro permits , in addition to those onblmoratod in tho fire pro¥ontion code adopted binder this 
artiolo. Tho town mana9or shall distribblto copies thereof to interested persons .

(Code 1968 , § 10 11 ; Code 1983 , § 7 32)

See. U 04 . Penalties .

(a) Any person who shall violate any of tho provisions of tho fire pro\•ontion code adopted binder this 
article or fail to coFRply therewith or who shall ¥iolato or fail to coFRply 1Nith any order made 
theroblndor or who shall bblild in violation of any detailed statement of specifications or plans 
sblbmitted and approved thoroblnder or any certificate or peFFRit issblod thoreblndor, and from which 
no appeal has been taken, or who shall fail to oomply with sblch an order as affirmed or modified by 
the board of appeals or the state bblilding oodo technical review board or by a ooblrt of oompotont 
jurisdiotion , within the time fixed, shall be guilty of a olass 1 misdemeanor . The imposi tion of one 
penalty for any violation shall not oxoblse tho violation or permit it to oontinuo, and all suoh persons 
shall be reElblirod to oorrect or remedy sbloh violations or defeats within a reasonable time . \"/hon not 
otherwise speoified , oaoh ton days that prohibited oonditions are maintained shall oonstitblte a 
separate offense.

(b) The applioation of the penalty in Sblbsootion (a) of this seotion shall not be hold to prevent the 
onforood removal of prohibited oonditions.

(Code 1968, § 10 12; Code 1983, § 7 33)

Sec. 42  -65. - Administration; enforcement; appeals.

(a) Enforcing agency designated. The Shenandoah c.Qounty fire marshal is hereby designated to act as
the enforcing agency for enforcement of the statewide fire prevention code duly adopted by the state 
board of housing and community development under authority of Code of Virginia,§ 27-97.

(b) Enforcement procedures. The enforcement procedures of the statewide fire prevention code shall
be instituted by the fire marshal when a written complaint is filed with the code official and 
administered in accordance with the provisions set forth in the statewide fire prevention code and 
subsection (d) of this section.

(c) Appeals. The county board of building code appeals is hereby designated as the appeals board to
hear appeals arising from the application of the provisions of the statewide fire prevention code .

(d) Administrative practices  . The fire marshal shall establish such procedures or requirements as may
be necessary for administration and enforcement of this section. The prooedblres are to be approved 
by tho to .. vn council.



(Code 1983 , § 7-34; Ord. No. 3-88 , §§ 1--4  , 11-8-1988)

Cross reference-- Administration , ch. 2.

Sec. 42-Ge59 . - Fire lanes/fire apparatus access roads .

(a) Parking within fire lanes and fire apparatus access roads. No person shall obstruct in any manner,
including the parking of vehicles in any area designated as a fire lane or fire apparatus access road, 
as defined in the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code .

Exceptions :

( 1) Buses, loading or unloading passengers , provided that the driver remains with the vehicle and 
able to move vehicle if necessary .

(2) Fire, rescue, or law enforcement vehicles while they are involved in emergency operations.

(b) Obstructing fire hydrants. Post, fences , vehicles , growth , trash , storage and other materials or
objects shall not be placed or kept near fire hydrants , fire department inlet connections or fire 
protection system control valves in a manner that would prevent such equipment or fire hydrants 
from being immediately discernible . The fire department shall not be deterred or hindered from 
gaining immediate access to fire protection equipment or fire hydrant.

(c) Penalties for violations of subsection (a) or (b). Any person vio lating any provision of subsection (a)
or ( b) may be subject to fines as follows :

(1) If paid with 30 calendar days at the town office, $50.00 .

(2) If not paid within 30 calendar days, a s ummons may be issued, upon which a fin e of not more
than $250 .00 may be assessed . 

In addition to the above penalties , any vehicle parked in violation of subsection (a) or (b) may be rem oved 
to a storage area in accordance with the Code of Virg inia, § 46  .2 - 1213; provided , however, that no 
vehicle shall be removed from private property without the written request of the owner, lessee, or 
occupant of the premises. Any such removal shall be carried out by or under the direction of a law 
enforcement officer. As promptly as possible, each removal sha ll be reported to the county fire marshal 
and to the owner of the vehicle before regaining possession of the vehicle, the owner shall pay to the 
town all costs incidental to its removal and storage and locating the owner. Nothing in thi s section shall 
prevent any authorized officer from removing a vehicle in an emergency situation in s uch manner as 
deemed necessary.

(Ord. of 1- 12-2010)

Secs. 42~60 -42 -90. - Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. - FIREWORKSQI

Footnotes :

- - - (3) --- 

State Law reference- Regu l ation of fireworks by town , Code of Vi rg inia , §§ 15.2 - 1 11 3, 59 .1- 148 ; 
fireworks generally, Code o f Virg ini a , §§ 59. 1- 142- 59.1-148. 

Sec. 42 -91 . - Exem ptions .



(a) This article shall have no application to any officer or member of the armed forces of this state or of 
the United States, while acting within the scope of his authority and duties as such, nor to any offer 
of sale or sale of fireworks to any authorized agent of such armed forces; nor shall it be applicable to 
the sale or use of materials or equipment, otherwise prohibited by this article , when such material or 
equipment is used or to be used by any person for signaling or other emergency use in the operation 
of any boat, railroad train or other vehicle for the transportation of persons or property .

(b) This article shall not apply to the use or the sale of sparklers, fountains, pharaoh's serpents, caps 
for pistols , or to pinwheels commonly known as whirligigs or spinning jennies; provided , however, the 
fireworks listed in this subsection may only be used, ignited or exploded on private property with the 
consent of the owner of such property.

(Code 1968, §§ 10-15 , 10-16; Code 1983 , § 7-44)

State Law reference-- Similar provisions, Code of Virginia,§§ 59.1-146, 59.1-147.

Sec . 42-92. - Unlawful manufacture, storage, transportation , purchase, sale, use .

Except as otherwise provided in this article, it shall be unlawful for any person to transport, 
manufacture, store, sell, offer for sale, expose for sale, or to buy, use, ignite or explode any firecracker, 
torpedo, skyrocket, or other substance or thing , of whatever form or construction, that contains any 
explosive or inflammable compound or substance and is intended or commonly known as fireworks and 
which explodes, rises into the air or travels laterally or fires projectiles into the air, other than sparks or 
those fireworks excepted under section 42-91(b).

(Code 1968, § 10- 13 ; Code 1983 , § 7-41)

State Law reference-- When manufacture, transportation, sale, etc., of fireworks unlawful, 
Code of Virginia,§ 59.1-142 ; local ordinances not affected, Code of Virginia,§ 59.1-148.

Sec. 42-93 . - Seizure, destruction.

Any law enforcement officer arresting any person for a violation of this article shall seize any article 
mentioned in section 42-92 in the possession or under the control of the person so arrested and shall 
hold the article until final disposition of any criminal proceedings against such person. If a judgment of 
conviction is entered against such person , the court shall order destruction of such artic les upon 
expiration of the time allowed for appea l of the judgment of convicti on .

(Code 1968 , § 10-13; Code 1983, § 7-42)

State Law reference-- Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, § 59 .1-143.

Sec. 42-94 . - Display by fair association, amusement park, organization, group.

Upon application in writing for a display of fireworks by a fair association, amusement park or by any 
organization or group of individuals, the town manager may, in his discretion , issue a permit for the 
supervised display of such fireworks within the town at definite times and places and under such 
circumstances as shall be reasonably safe for persons and property. After such permit has been issued, 
sales of fireworks may be made for use under such permit, and the association, amusement park, 
organization or group to which it is issued may make use of such fireworks under the terms and 
conditions of such permit.


