
Meridian, Mississippi Ordinance 

Chapter 23 Traffic and Motor vehicle 

Article III 

Section 23-89 

Sec. 23-89.1 - Preamble. 

Whereas, the City Council hereby finds that the high volume of motor vehicles 
travelling on congested roadways in the City of Meridian makes mixing pedestrian and the 
moving, slowing or temporarily stopping of motor vehicles in the same space, at the same 
time, inherently dangerous. The City Council finds that pedestrians distracting drivers from 
the task of driving: by approaching a stopped vehicle, attracting and/ or attempting to 
attract the attention of the driver of a motor vehicle for the purpose of inducing that driver to 
slow or stop the vehicle to facilitate the transfer of anything from the driver or occupant of 
the vehicle to the pedestrian or the transfer of anything by the pedestrian to the driver or 
passenger is hazardous to public; 

The City Council further finds that the prohibitions set forth in this chapter are narrowly 
tailored to serve the significant interest of promoting and protecting the public health, 
safety and welfare and that said prohibitions leave open ample alternative channels of 
communication throughout the City; 

Whereas, the intent of this section to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of 
the citizens of the City of Meridian, and to assure the free, orderly, undisrupted movement 
of motor vehicles on designated highways within the City limits, and to provide for the 
safety and interests of pedestrians and of occupants of motor vehicles located on designated 
roadways within the City of Meridian and to reduce the number of pedestrian and motor 
vehicle accidents occurring within the City; and 

Whereas, pedestrians are increasingly using highways and roadways in ways for which 
the roads were not designed or intended. These uses include approaching vehicles when 
stopped or in use or staying upon medians and in the public right of way for purposes other 
than crossing the highway. These activities create safety hazards for pedestrians and 
distract drivers, making automobile accidents more likely. This chapter is designed to 
decrease the safety hazards by restricting such activity. These safety concerns are most 
acute in the busiest streets within the City of Meridian, identified as arterial streets, main 
trafficways and those within a congested district. 

Sec. 23-89.2 - Definitions. 

As used in this section the following words and phrases shall have the following 
meanings: 

Except where the content otherwise specifically requires, as used in this Ordinance, the 
following definitions from Miss. Code Ann. § 63-3-125 are hereby incorporated in and apply 
to this Ordinance: 



(a) "Street or highway" means the entire width between property lines of every way or 
place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a 
matter of right, for purposes of vehicular traffic. 

(b) "Laned highway" means a highway the roadway of which is divided into three or 
more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic. 

( c) "Roadway" means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used 
for vehicular travel. 

( d) "Sidewalk" means that portion of a street between curb lines, or the lateral lines of a 
roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians. 

( e) "Private road or driveway" means every way or place in private ownership and used 
for vehicular travel by the owner and those having express or implied permission 
from the owner but not by other persons. 

(f) "Through highway" means every highway or portion thereof at the entrances to 
which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is required by law to stop before 
entering or crossing the same and when stop signs are erected as provided in this 
Ordinance. 

"Island" or Median" means the paved or unpaved area between traffic lanes dividing a 
street or highway into separates lanes of traffic traveling in opposite directions, or in the 
case of left or right turn lanes, vehicles traveling in the same direction. 

Sec. 23-89.3 - Prohibition Against Entering or Staying Upon A Designated Roadway. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to enter any designated roadway, or remain 
alongside any designated roadway, and approach a vehicle stopped on the roadway to 
attract, or attempt to attract the attention of the driver or occupant of a motor vehicle for 
the purpose of inducing the driver of the motor vehicle to remain stopped, slow or stop 
the vehicle to facilitate a transfer of anything from the driver or occupant of the vehicle 
to the pedestrian or the transfer of anything by the pedestrian to the driver or occupant. 

(b) No person shall activate a pedestrian crosswalk signal for any purpose other than to 
stop traffic to allow such person to cross the roadway. 

(c) No driver or operator of a motor vehicle shall park, stop or leave standing a vehicle on 
a designated roadway or suddenly decrease the speed of such vehicle or deviate from a 
traffic lane to respond to persons violating Subsections (a) or (b). 

(f) Exceptions: 

This chapter does not apply to: 

(1) Persons in or upon public or private parking lots, alleys or private roads; 

(2) Persons using a crosswalk to cross the roadway; 

(3) Persons engaged in law enforcement, emergency or rescue activities, including 
providing assistance to an injured or disabled vehicle or person; 



(4) Persons entering a vehicle as an invited passenger where it is lawful to do so, 
including, but limited to: activity permitted pursuant to Chapter 21 Article II- taxis, 
limousines, and airport limousines- or other "for hire" transportation services, 
including public transportation services; 

(5) Persons engaged in the repair or maintenance activities of the highway under the 
direction of the City of Meridian or State of Mississippi; 

(6) Streets or portions thereof that have been closed pursuant to express authorization 
from the City to include but not be limited to: community events licensed pursuant 
to City of Meridian Ordinance Chapter 23 Article V. 

(7) Persons entering the roadway for the purpose of conducting business with a food 
truck properly licensed pursuant Appendix A- Zoning Article IV. 

Sec. 23-89.3. - Penalty. 

Any person who violates the provisions of this Ordinance is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Upon a conviction, a person shall be sentenced to a fine not to exceed Two hundred fifty 
(250) dollars and/or imprisonment not to exceed thirty (30) days. 

Sec. 23-89.4. - Severability. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason 
held invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this chapter. 

ORDERED this the 19th day of November, 2019. 

Motion by Councilwoman Houston second by Councilwoman F. Johnson. 

Yea: Thomas, T. Johnson, Houston, Lindemann. 
Nay: None. 
Abstain: F. Johnson. 

JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 
UNCIL, MERIDIAN, MS 
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