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ORDINANCE AMENDING MERIDIAN CODE OF ORDINANCES
SECTION 17-41. (2) AND SECTION 510.04.02 SO AS TO DESIGNATE
THE JERRY AND SELENA BURTON HOUSE ADDRESSED AS 1417 29™

AVENUE AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-31. (1) states the purpose and objective of Article III Historic
Preservation is to safeguard the local heritage by preserving the cultural, social, economic,
political and architectural elements of the local history; and

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-34. (1) and (2) gives the Historic Preservation Commission
authority to advise the City as to the designation of historic landmarks and recommend
ordinances or amendments thereto; and

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-41. (a) provides that a potential landmark may be proposed
for designation by an owner of a potential landmark; and

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2014, Mr. George H. Reese submitted an application for
nomination to the Historic Preservation Commission for his family home, addressed as 1417 29™
Avenue, as a Local Historic Landmark; and

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-41 (b) states a majority of the Commission members must
vote in favor of any proposed designation in order for the file supporting the designation to be
sent forward to the City Council for its consideration; and

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2014 at 4:00 o’clock P.M., the Historic Preservation Commission
conducted a public hearing as required by law at which public hearing all citizens and other
persons in interest who appeared were heard; and

WHEREAS, after the hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission considered the matter
and made recommendation to the City council that Mr. George H. Reese’s family home, the Jerry
and Selena Burton House, addressed as 1417 29" Avenue, be designated as a Local Historic
Landmark; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has carefully considered the matter and the recommendation
of the Historic Preservation Comrnission and is familiar with the property and its surroundings.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN,
MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS:




SECTION 1. That the Meridian Code of Ordinances Sec. 17-42. (2) and Sec. 510.04.02 is
hereby amended by adding the following to the last sentence, to-wit

, and the Jerry and Selena Burton House at 1417 29" Avenue being also Tax

Parcel # 083073349900301400

SECTION 2. That the Historic Preservation Officer is hereby ordered and directed to cause
the amendment set out above to be depicted on all preservation maps and lists, and that notice be
accomplished as set out in the Meridian Code of Ordinances

SECTION 3. This designation will become effective immediately if passed by a unanimous
vote of the City Council.

SO ORDAINED this the 3™ day of June 2014

Motion by Councilwoman Houston second by Councilman Markham

Yea: Thomas, Markham, Henson, Houston, Hammon
Nay: None.
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TO: Percy Bland, I1I, Mayor

FROM: Don Jemison, Planning Manager

DATE: May 23, 2014

SUBJECT:  Agenda Item for proposed amendment to the Meridian Code of

Ordinances designating 1417 29™ Avenue as a Local Historic
Landmark

Earlier this year, Mr. George H. Reese submitted to the Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC) a nomination for his family home as a local historic
landmark, and on March 18, 2014, the Commission considered the nomination,
and voted unanimously to recommmended the designation to the City Council.

Attached is an ordinance amending City Code Sec. 17-42. (2) and Sec.
510.04.02 designating Mr. Reese's family home, the Jerry and Selena Burton
House, addressed as 1417 29" Avenue, as a Local Historic Landmark.

Also attached are:

Excerpt from the Meridian Code of Ordinances

Minutes from 03/18/14 HPC meeting

Mr. Reese's application to HPC for nomination

Mr. Reese's application to MS Department of Archives & History
(MDA&H) requesting national recognition

Mr. Reese's letter to MDA&H dated 09/5/13

MDA&H's letter to Mr. Reese dated 09/12/13 regarding his request

Mr. Reese's letter to MDA&H dated 09/13/13

Location map

Photo of Mr. Reese's family home
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Please place this item on the June 3, 2014 City Council agenda for consideration
and approval.

Attachments

RG:klc

Clure, ﬁrector
Community Development Department

APPROVED FOR 06/03/14 AGENDA:

Percy Blana, HI, Mayor

RECOMMEND APPROVAL:

Mike McGr

KECYLLED PACER @




ORDINANCE AMENDING MERIDIAN CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTION 17-42. (2) AND
SECTION 510.04.02 SO AS TO DESIGNATE THE JERRY AND SELENA BURTON HOUSE
ADDRESSED AS 1417 29TH AVENUE AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-31. (1) states the purpose and objective of Article III Historic Preservation
18 to safeguard the local heritage by preserving the cultural, social, economic, political and architectural
elements of the local history; and

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-34. (1) and (2) gives the Historic Preservation Commission authority to
advise the City as to the designation of historic landmarks and recommend ordinances or amendments thereto;
and

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-41. (a) provides that a potential landmark may be proposed for designation
by an owner of a potential landmark; and

WHEREAS, On March 18, 2014, Mr. George H. Reese submitted an application for nomination to the
Historic Preservation Commission for his family home, addressed as 1417 29th Avenue, as a Local Historic
Landmark; and

WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-41 (b) states a majority of the Commission members must vote in favor of
any proposed designation in order for the file supporting the designation to be sent forward to the City Councit
for its consideration; and

WHEREAS, On March 18, 2014 at 4:00 o'clock P.M., the Historic Preservation Commiission conducted a
public hearing as required by law at which public hearing all citizens and other persons in interest who appeared
were heard; and

WHEREAS, after the hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission considered the matter and made
recommendation to the City Council that Mr. George H. Reese's family home, the Jerry and Selena Burton
House, addressed as 1417 29t Avenue, be designated as a L.ocal Historic Landmark; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has carefully considered the matter and the recommendation of the Historic
Preservation Commission and is familiar with the property and its surroundings.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN,
MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS:

1) That the Meridian Code of Ordinances Sec. 17-42. (2) and Sec. 510.04.02 is hereby amended by adding
the following to the last sentence to wit:

, and the Jerry and Selena Burton House at 1417 29" Avenue being also
Tax Parcel # 083073349900301400.

2) That the Historic Preservation Officer is hereby ordered and directed to cause the amendment set out
above to be depicted on all preservation maps and lists, and that notice be accomplished as set out in the

Meridian Code of Ordinances.

3) This designation will become effective immediately if passed by a unanimous vote of the City Council.




ORDERED this the day of 2014.

Motion by Councilmember second by Councilmember

YEA:
NAY:

GEORGE M THOMAS, PRESIDENT DATE
CITY COUNCIL, MERIDIAN, MS

ATTESTED AND SUBMITTED TO THE MAYOR BY THE CLERK OF THE COUNCIL,
ON THE ___ day of

CLERK OF THE CCUNCIL
APPROVE ( ) DATE
VETO () DATE _
ATTEST:
BY:
CITY CLERK PERCY BLAND, III, MAYOR
CITY OF MERIDIAN




Excerpts from the Meridian Code of Ordinances

Sec. 17-42, Historic districts and l[andmarks established.
The foilowing historic preservation district, landmarks and landmark sites is hereby established
and adopted:

(1)

)

Meridian Downtown Historic District. Beginning at the intersection of the north ROW
line of the lllinois Central Gulf Railroad with the centerline of 18th Avenue; and then,
southwest along the north line of the |IC&G Railroad to its intersection with the
cehterline of 26th Avenue; and then northwest along the centerline of 26th Avenue to
its intersections with the centerline of 6th Street; and then northeast along the
centerline of 6th Street to its intersection with the centerline of 19th Avenue; and then
southeast along the centerline of 19th Avenue to the centerline of 5th Street; and
then northeast along the centerline of 5th Street to the centerline of 18th Avenue; and
the southeast along the centerline of 18th Avenue to the point of beginning described
above.

The historic landmarks and landmark sites as these are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and as same may be amended from time to time, and the
Jerry and Selena Burton House at 1417 20™ Avenue being also Tax Parcel #
083073349900301400.

Sec. 510. H Historic Preservation Overiay District.

510.04.

Location and applicability: The boundaries and lecation of historic preservation districts
and landmarks shall conform to Section 17-42 Historic Districts and Landmarks
Established of the City Code of Ordinances as same may be amended from time to time
and as follows:

510.04.01.

Meridian Downtown Historic District described: Beginning at the intersection
of the north ROW line of the lllinois Central Gulf Railroad with the centerline
of 18th Ave; and then, southwest along the north line of the IC&G Rallroad to
its intersection with the centerline of 26th Ave; and then northwest aleng the
centerline of 26th Ave to its intersection with the centerline of 6th St.; and
then northeast along the centerline of 6th St to its intersection with the
centerline of 19th Ave; and then; and then southeast along the centerline of
19th Ave to the centeriine of 5th St; and then northeast along the centerline
of 5th St to the centerline of 18th Ave; and then southeast afong the
centerline of 18th Ave to the point of beginning described above.

510.04.02.

individually listed Resources: The historic landmarks and landmark sites as
these are listed on the National Register of Historic Places and as same may
be amended from time to time, and the Jerry and Selena Burton House at
1417 29" Avenue being also Tax Parcel # 083073349900301400.




MINUTES OF THE MERIDIAN HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE ROOM
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2614 AT 4:00 P.M.

Members Present; Eugene Damon, Tim Allred, Derron Radcliff, Jennifer Whitlock "
Members Absent: Billy Beal, Robert Bresnahan, Jimmy Smith ﬁ“’"
Staff Present: Randall Gaither, Kathleen Coker Bl‘hr

Chai‘rman Damon called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M. Pursuant to Commission by-laws, there was a quorum to conduct
official business. On motion by Mr. Allred, second by Mr. Radcliff, the proposed agenda was accepted by unanimous vote.

Old Business was then considered.

Item #1 Tabled: Consider COA-14-09 nomination of George Reese house at 1417 29 Ave. as local landmark — Chairman
Damon entertained a motion to remove from the table Mr. George Reese's request to nominate his family home as a local
landmark. The motion was entered by Mr. Allred, seconded Mr. Radcliff, and approved by unanimous vote,

The applicant, Mr. George Reese and his son, wete present, and Chairman Damon gave the floor to Mr. Reese. He talked about
the history of his home and family, and said that he was very proud of the home. Mr. Reese's son also spoke about the home and
its history,

Chairman Damon requested staff comments. Mr. Gaither tatked about Mr. Reese's application form which was created in
response to January's meeting. He went over the staff report, documents in the agenda packet, and history of Mr. Reese's request.
He said Mr. Reese's request would go before the City Council if approved, and any future changes to the home would need to be
approved by the Commission. He said the staff recommendation is to accept the nomination. Mr. Allred made a motion to
recommend the nomination and send to City Council for approval. Mr. Radcliff seconded the motion, and with no further
discussion, was approved by unanimous vote.

New Business was then considered.

Item #1 Consider COA-14-08 additions to Brickhouse Bar's adjacent vacant lot — Ken Flynt and Bill Arlinghaus, owners of
the business Brickhouse Bar, were present. Chairman Damon introduced the case and gave the floor to Ken Flynt, Mr. Flynt
talked about their request to install a fence and several gates between the existing brick columns, a flagstone patio with crushed
brick infill, and lighting which meets the Commission’s approval on top of the brick columns. There was discussion about the
lighting and the mural submitted with the application, and about a project for other murals around town. Mr. Fiynt said for now
they are mainly seeking approval for the fence, gates, and patio.

Chairman Damon requested staff comments. Mr. Gaither referred to the documents in the agenda packet and went over the staff
report, and said based upon the [staff report], it is recommended that the Commission grant the Certificate of Appropriateness for
the work as proposed with the condition that the decorative light fixtures be scaled appropriately to the columns and with a
Jinding that the proposed change will accomplish the purposes of the ordinance, After discussion about the lights, Mr. Radcliff
made a motion to approve the case as recommended in the staff report and Ms. Whitlock seconded the motion. There was more
discussion and suggestions about the lighting, and the applicants would need to return for approval on the mural. With no further
discussion, the motion was approved by unanimous vote.

Adjournment

With no further business, on motion by Mr. Allred and second by Mr. Radcliff, the meeting adjourned at 4:34 P.M. Before the
Commission left, Mr. Gaither provided the following updates: Lauderdale Co. will provide plans for Highland Park proposed
basketball court as soon as possible; and the Threefoot building has three serious proposals. The Commission then discussed
moving the Jimmie Rodgers train and museuni, and idea of moving the carousel to create a museum district downtown, and the
Commission discussed the fruition of MA&EC.
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et b 1 O OGO
4th DAY OF JUNE 2014,
fsf Pameta Mclnnis
CLERK OF COUNCIL
_ APPROVE DATE 06/04/2014
ATTEST.
/st Leigh M Barber
DEPUTY CITY CLERK
BY /st PERCY BLAND, MAYOR
CITY OF MERIDIAN
1SEALY
06/25/2014

QORDINANCE AMENDING MERI-

0IAN CODE OF ORDINANCES

SECTION 17-41. (2) AND SEC-

TION 51004.02 STEAS TO DES-
IGNA

G
THE JERRY AND SELENA
BURTON HOUSE ADDRESSED
AS 1417 29TH
AVENUE AS A LOCAL HISTOR-
1C LANDMARK
WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-
31 (1) states the purpose and
objective of Article Il Historic
Preservalion is ko safaguard the
tocal heritage by preserving the
cultural, social, econornic, politi-
cal and architectural slements of
iha local history; and
NHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-
34, (1) and (2) gives the Mistonc
Preservalion Lommission  au-
Inarily to advisa the City as lo the
desigaation of histaric landmarks
and recommend ordinances aqr
amendments theret: and
WHEREAS, City Code Sec. 17-
41. {(a) provides that a potential
larcimark may De proposed for
designation by an owner of a po-
tenlial landmark; and
WHEREAS, on March 18 2014,
Mr. Georye H. Reese submitied
an application for nomination to
the Historic Preservation Com-
mission for his family home, ad-
dressed as 1417 29th Avenue,
as & Local Historic Landmark;
and
WHEREAS, Cily Code Sec. 17-
41 (b) slates a majority of Ihe
Commission mempers must vole
in favor of any proposed desig-
nation n order for the file sup-
porting the designalion to be sent
forward to the City Coungil for its
considaration, and
WHEREAS, on March 18, 2014

at 4:00 o'clock P.M., the Historic
‘Praservation Commission _con- |
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF LAUDERDALE
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daily ar Meridian, Mississippi,
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Case# coa-14-09
APPLICATION FOR NOMINATION
FOR HISTORIC DISTRICT, LANDMARK OR LANDMARK SITE
MERIDIAN HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Site description/ address: 1417 29™ Avenue — George Reese's family home

Historic Name of Site: none

Name of Owner: George Reese

Representative of Owner: none

Contact address: 1417 29" Avenue Phone: _ (601) 482-2158

DESCRIBE EXISTING CONDITION OF THE DISTRICT and / or BUILDING(S)
including any other site features or historic characteristics contributing to the
nomination:

The family home is located in an R-1 Single-family Residential District and currently not located in any
overlay historic district. The home is located near Meridian's expanding downtown business district, and
the surrounding neighborhood is in slight decline. The George Reece family home is of particular
importance as it was built around the turn of the century by his grandfather, a man who had been born
into slavery (see attached |etter to MDA&H). The home has had numercus alterations and additions,
however, the initial base structure still exists, and Mr. Reece is asking the Commission to consider this
home as focal landmark due to its significance to Meridian's history and cuiture.

Pursuant to Section 17-41 of the Meridian Code of Ordinances, as owner or
authorized representative of the property described above, | do hereby request
consideration for nomination as a Meridian Historic Landmark.

lgw’%}lw’&( A e 3/ 5/ 14—

‘Owner sigﬂature Date

Page 1l of 2
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Prefiminary Evaluation Questionnaire 07 5- MERATEY

The information provided in this form will assist MDAH staff in evaluating a
property's eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. It is not
a nomination form. If the property appears to meet the criteria for the National
Register, MDAH will send a nomination form to you.

Please include photographs: at least two views of the exterior and two views of
the interior-with attention to significant features such as mantelpieces or
stairways-and views of historic outbuildings, If applicable. A county highway map
or USGS map may also be submitted, with property location circled.

In answering these questions, you may use additionai pages as necessary. If you
have questions about this questionnaire, contact Historic Preservation staff at
601-576-6940.

Please, be sure to include several photographs, with views of the
interior, exterior, and any historic outbuildings. In answering these
guestions, you may use additional pages as necessary. Print, complete, and mail
the questionnaire to:

Mississippi Department of Archives and History
Historic Preservation Division '

PO Box 571

Jackson, MS 39205

1. Name of the Property:

Street & Number [ 4. |7- 29 ""A,Vg/,/ue:
City & Zip MERIDIAN 3930

County LauDeRDALE
e
2. Original Use: Present Use: |
ORIGINAL use :PRWVATE Home
PRESENT UsE: PRIVATE o

») of Construction & of any major changes:

|\ BBeR 1903, Jowe 1145, Jone (972




4. Namée& Address of Owner:
ORGE L S
S
- MeRIDIAN, NS 3930]
5. Original or other hustorncaily notable owner or occupant: j
JERRY AND SalenvAa DURTON , 1903 <0<"f753'f”
my G-RANDPA RENTS

FRawK anp TRERESA [ReEsE
My FARENTS

. hi b r (if :
oA ﬁ?zbrﬂ?& %Eg?}ve anp LoAN - 1703

7. Why is the property historically dr architecturally import_gﬂt?

ONE OF THE FIRST Homes BullT N THts AREA
BY 5} SRANDPARENTS, A PeAuTiFul SHowpLacsE
/N 19 ’T(_)g

3 AAND ILL. BeauTrFul
AY. BotH wEeERE

Aeeonm plisHMexT 1 Live i1 THLs Housg%'gpﬁg?? 2%

8. Briefly describe the property. (Describe the original form and any major
changes, inside and out, that may have occurred. Be sure to point out any
notable features. If the property includes outbuildings or notable landscape
features, mention them also. Enclose photographs showing any notable exterior,
interior, and landscape features.)
oR1caral, House HAD SOURROUNDING [BraH AnD AL
A HALF STORY awp BATHReoMs Apoco N 1172 s d THE
EXTERIOR BRICKED. THE cricsiialL STRACTORE IS5

FResSERVED, RENOVATon's DONE & [T45.

9. Are there plans for the rehabilitation or renovation of the property in the near
, future? If so, please describe them.

 THeRE ARe No Plans Fer ReNovATioN

[T A




10. Is the property endangered? If so, explain.

NO

11. Is Register listing being sought for grént eligibility or tax benefits? If so,
explain. NO

12. Name, address, and telephone number of person submitting this
questionnaire: QepREGE HA RolLD %55{
14-1'L 29* AuvervE
eRIDIaN, NS 3730/
o) 4822158

13. If the person submitting this form is not the property owner, has the owner
been contacted and does the owner consent to the consideration of this property
for nomination to the National Register?

Contacted: Yes No Consents: Yes No

Submitter's interest in the property (e.g. owner, renter, relative of owner, local
historian, etc.): ~SWNER

Date questionnaire submitted:
Ju L)/ 29 2013

=N C‘__Lo SURES ¢ ’ oo
& HOTC’ CRP 5 ole FRoM \lMERl Dt Ql‘j Sﬁ—R DH'E'D:EM.Z

Lg‘?/%]:‘%RSF;;I ssippt SIRIE UNIVERS Tff, 1004
| s )
SITE MAP FOR W7 29 tvere MeriDian,Miss! ,59|—‘>0P'3
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT of ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

PO Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205-0571
601-576-6850 * Fax 601-576-G975
mdah state.ms.us

H.T: Holmes, Director

September 12, 2013

Mr. George Harold Reese
1417 29" Avenue
Meridian, MS 39301

Re: Jerry and Salena Burten House, Meridian, Lauderdale County
Our File No.: 075-MER-1868

Dear Mr. Reese:

We wanted to thank you for the opportunity to visit your home and the hospitality you showed us. We enjoyed
hearing about your family history and thelr association with the house. Unfortunately, we do not beiieve the house
Is eligible for listing on the Natlonal Register of Historic Places.

When we assess eligibility we look at three factors. A property must be at least fifty years old or older. ThatIs not a
problem with your house, The property must meet one of the recognized criteria for significance. it must be
assoclated with important events In_history, Important people in history or It must be a good example of a style of
architecture, a manner of building or the wark of a master architect or builder. We recognize the significance of a
house bullt by African Americans during the era of segregation and the importance of your family's four
generations of ownership.

The final criteria we look at is whether the property retains its historic integrity. We look at different elements of
Integrity including materials, workmanship, and feeling. Unfortunately we believe the 1972 renovations and
additlons are too significant for the house to retain sufficient elements of Integrity to its perlod of significance. The
major addition, closing in the front porch and adding the brick are the main Issues we see with Integrity.

The National Register Is an imperfect tool and your home is an Iliustration of its weaknesses. We have no doubt
that your home tells a very Important story about the African American experlence in Meridian. Through their
efforts your grandparents were able to purchase and bulld a home that has served your family for four
generations. Your father's accomplishment as a skilled craftsman in an era when such positions were not generally
open to African Amerlcans speaks highly of his abllity and character. Your own {ife and accomplishments merit
recognition,

Although we do not belleve the house s eligible for National Register {isting based on the technical registration
requirements, we do belleve It Is an Important place and worthy of preservation. You are to be commended for
your stewardship of the house and its history.

Please contact me If | can be of any assistance to you.

R

National Register Coordinator
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George Reese House
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