
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-1044 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
LIGHTHOUSE POINT, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 11 ENTITLED 
"COMMUNITY STANDARDS," BY AMENDING SECTION 11-161, 
ENTITLED "DOCKING OR MOORING POSITION" TO REGULATE 
DIRECTION OF DOCKING FOR VESSELS ON INTRA COAST AL 
WATERWAY; AND BY AMENDING CHAPTER 33, ENTITLED 
"SHORELINE DEVELOPMENT," SECTION 33-16, ENTITLED "DOCKS 
AND PIERS" TO PROVIDE FOR REGULATION OF SETBACKS, WIDTH 
REQUIREMENTS, FRONT AGE PLACEMENT, AND THE EXTENSION 
OF DOCKS ON WATERFRONT PARCELS ADJACENT TO THE 
INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DA TE. 

WHEREAS , changin g co nditi ons affect the safety and accessib ility of docks on waterfro nt 
pro perti es adj ace nt to the Intracoastal Waterway; and 

WHEREAS , the Marine Adviso ry Board fi nd s it in the best inte rest of the City to amend 
the regulati ons fo r docks on the Intraco astal Waterway ; and , 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Board reviewed the proposed ordinance at its April 
2, 2024, meeting and reco mm ended approval; and , 

WHEREAS, th e City Commi ssion hereby fin ds th at amending the C ity Code of 
Ordinances fo r doc ks on the Intraco asta l Waterway will benefit the health, safety, and we lfa re of 
the res idents and ci ti ze ns of th e City of Li ghth o use Po in t. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT, FLORIDA: 

Section 1: Th at the foregoing rec ita ls are here by rati fie d and confirme d as be ing tru e and 
correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Ordinance. 

Section 2: C ha pte r 11 , e ntitl ed " Co mmunity Stand a rd s ," Art  icl e X I, e ntitl ed " Boat s and 
Wate r Safety," Section 11-1 6 1, entitl ed " Doc kin g or Mooring Position," is amend ed as set fo rth 
below: 

Sec . 11-161 - Dock ing or Mooring Pos iti on 

(a) Other than at a dul y licensed yacht club or mar ina located within the City, or at a duly 
licensed business or a multi fa mil y a partment buildin g located in the C ity which business 
o r mul tifa mil y apartm ent build ing has a doc k or docks co nstructed pe rp endi cular to the 
property line on October 8, 1985, or a dock that is constructed into the Intracoastal 
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Waterway on a property adjacent to, and has water frontage on, the Intracoastal 
Waterway and complies with the regulations of Section 33-16, no vessel shall be 
anchored or moored other than paralle l to the land or seawall at which such vessel is 
being docked or moored. 

(1) In waterways and canals where the waterward lot line is parallel to the 
waterway or canal no portion of the docked vesse l sha ll be located any further 
than 30 feet from the waterward lot line; provided, where the waterward lot line is 
not parallel to the waterway or canal the docked vesse l shall not be located any 
further than 30 feet from the waterward lot line at the point of the vessel which is 
c losest to the waterward lot line; 

(2) In waterways or canals of 80 feet in width it shall be unlawful to place any 
portion of any vessel further than 27 feet from the waterward lot line; 

(3) In waterways or canals of 70 feet in width it shall be unlawful to place any 
portion of any vesse l furt her than 22 feet from the waterward lot line; provided 
further, in waterways or canals of 60 feet in width it shall be unlawful to place 
any portion of any vessel further than 17 feet from the waterward lot line ; 

( 4) In waterways where the waterway banks are riprap and the docks are 
perpendicular to an access pier from the upland, then the landward side of the 
dock shall be considered the waterward lot line and measuring point regarding 
waterway width. The intent being that a 26-foot wide access channel shall be 
maintained approximately on the cente rline of all waterways in the City; 

(5) There shall be no raft ing of boats so that only one boat may be docked or 
moored at any given space at a lot or seawall ; and 

(6) It is not intended that this shall prohibit vessels from docking one behind or in 
front of the other each adjacent to and parallel to the seawall but only that no two 
or more boats shall be rafted. "Rafting" sha ll mean a first vessel being docked or 
moored at a seawa ll or a dock and a second vessel being docked at the same 
seawall but di stant from the seawall so that the first vessel is in between the 
second vesse l and the seawall. It is immaterial whether the second vessel is tied to 
the first vesse l or directly to the seawall or dock. There shall be an exception for 
the temporary rafting of two vessels for a 72-hour period during any given ten -
day period. 

(b) o vessel shall drop anchor and remain anchored at any time between the hours of 
12:00 midnight and 8:00 a.m. the following morning in any canal or waterway within the 
City unless the vesse l is docked or moored at a dock or a duly li censed marina within the 
City. 
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( c) The owner of any vesse l, or should the owner of the vesse l not be in possession of the 
vessel , then the perso n in possess ion or contro l of the vesse l which is in violation of any 
of the provisions of th is Section, shall both be in vio lation of this Section and shall both 
be liable for suc h vio lations and sha ll be punis hab le as prov ided for in Section Chapter 21 
- General Provisions , Article II 1 - Code Enforcement, Vio lations and Penalties . of this 
Code. 

Section 3: Chapter 33 , entitled " Shore line Development," Article II, entitled "Docks and 
Seawalls," Section 33- 16, entitled "Docks and Piers," is amended as set forth below: 

Sec. 33-16- Docks and Piers 

Docks and piers located within a canal or waterway within the City shall comply with the 
following: 

Table 33-16 - Docks and Piers W idth and Extensio n 
Width of Canal or Waterway Maximum Extension of Maximum Width of Dock 

Dock or Pier into Canal or or Pier 
Waterway (1) 

Less than 100 feet 8 feet 6 feet 
100 feet or Greater 10 feet 8 feet 
Intracoastal Waterway 46 feet ill 

(2) 
Footnotes: 
(1) Measurement shall be from the landward side of the seawall cap or from the property line, 

whichever is closer to the water 

ill Refer to Sec. 33-16(d) 

(a) Safety and Maintenance. All docks shall be equipped with safety ladders from the dock or 
pier to the low-water mark of the canal. Safety ladders shall be installed at every 101 lineal 
feet of the dock or pier. All docks and safety ladders shall be maintained in a safe condition, 
with no signs of excessive deterioration or any negligence as set forth in Section 1 1-93 -
Minimum Maintenance Standards for Unoccupied Commerc ial and Multifamily Properties or 
Section 11-94 - Minimum Maintenance Standard for One-Family and Two-Family 
Residential Properties. 

(b)Height of Dock. No dock shall be constructed to a height greater than four inches above the 
height of the seawall. In the event a seawall is not constructed, a dock shall be limited in 
height to 4.0 feet NA VD 88 (5 .5 feet GVD 29) above mean sea level. Any extension of a 
terrace or patio past the landward side of the seawall shall be considered part of the dock and 
the height limitations continued herein shall app ly to such terrace or patio extension . 

(c) Wall, Hedge and Other Structure. No wa ll , hedge , step , or other structure shall be erected 
upon a seawall or dock, with the exception that a chain-link or aluminum fence of 90 percent 
see-through visibility, not more than four feet above the top of the seawall or dock, may be 
erected only upon the seawall or dock along the side property line or extension of the 
adjacent side property line. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2024-1044 

( d) Docks on Intracoastal Waterway Properties. On those residential waterfront properties 
within the City that are adjacent to, and have water frontage on, the Intracoastal Waterway 
the following criteria shall apply for docks constructed into the Intracoastal Waterway: 

(1) Docks shall not extend more than 46 feet from the landward side of the seawall cap or 
from the property line, whichever is closer to the water. 

(2) The maximum length of a dock parallel to the waterline shall not exceed one half of the 
lot's water frontage up to a maximum of 50 feet. 

(3) Docks extending perpendicular to the waterline must be centered on the lot to the extent 
possible. 

(4) A dock exceeding the provisions of Table 33-16 or Sec. 33-16(d)(2) shall be at the 
discretion of the Development Review Official. 

a. Criteria. Discretionary review may be required if the proposed dock is on a property 
with a rip rap shoreline, where a seawall is not constructed, or where environmental 
conditions, including submerged conditions or changes in surveyed boundaries, do 
not permit the construction or repair of a dock in a configuration that meets the 
provisions of Table 33-16 or Sec. 33-16(d)(2). 

(5) An application for construction of a dock on the Intracoastal Waterway shall be reviewed 
by the Development Review Official and be approved administratively. 

Section 4: All Ordinances and Resolutions or parts of Ordinances and Resolutions in 
conflict herewith, be and the same are hereby repealed , to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 5: If any clause, section or other part of this Ordinance shall be held invalid 
or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall 
not be affected thereby , but shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 6: It is the intention of the City Commission, and it is hereby ordained that 
the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code and Ordinances of 
the City of Lighthouse Point, Florida. 

Section 7: This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED ON FIRST READING BY THE CITY C9J\AMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT, FLORIDA, THIS ~ DAY OF Y Y )fu..,.{ J , 2024. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING-:$ T,ll.Jit CITY 
COM SION OF THE CITY OF LIGHTHOU OINT, FLORIDA THIS ol.D DAY 

OF __._~----' 2024. 

, Commission President 
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Yes No Absent 
--1l__ __ 
_L_ __ 
__  u_ __ 

+ --
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Business Impact Estimate 
This form should be included in the agenda backup for ordinances on first reading, and must 

be posted on the City's website by the time notice of the proposed ordinance is p ublished. 

I Ordinance title/reference: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT , 
FLORIDA , AMENDING CHAPTER 11 ENTITLED "COMMUNITY STANDARDS ," BY 
AMENDING SECTION 11 -161 , ENTITLED "DOCKING OR MOORING POS ITION " TO 
REGULATE DIRECTION OF DOCKING FOR VESSELS ON INTRACOASTAL 
WATERWAY ; AND BY AMENDING CHAPTER 33 , ENTITLED "SHORELINE 
DEVELOPMENT ," SECTION 33-16 , ENTITLED "DOCKS AND PIERS" TO PROVIDE 
FOR REGULATION OF SETBACKS , WIDTH REQUIREMENTS , FRONTAGE 
PLACEMENT, AND THE EXTENSION OF DOCKS ON WATERFRONT PARCELS 

If any of the following exceptions to the Business Impact Estimate requirement 
apply , check the applicable box and leave the remainder of the fo rm blank . 

• • • 
• 
D 
D 
[Z] 

The ordinance is required for compliance with federal or state law or regulation ; 
The ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 
The ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments , 
including revenue sources necessary to fund the budget; 
The ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement , includ ing , 
but not limited to , any federal , state , local , or private grant, or other financial 
assistance accepted by the City ; 
The ordinance is an emergency ordinance ; 
T he ordinance relates to procurement; or 
The ordinance is enacted to implement the following : 
a . Part II of Chapter 163, relating to growth policy , county and municipal planning , 

and land development regulation , including zoning , development orders, 
development agreements, and development permits; 

b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, regarding community development districts ; 
c. Section 553 .73 , relating to the Florida Building Code ; or 
d . Section 633 .202 , relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code . 

1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include statement of the publ ic purpose , 
such as serving the public health , safety , morals , and welfare) : 

D 



2 . Estimate of direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private , for-profit 
businesses in the City of Lighthouse Point: 

3. Estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur: 

4. Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance: 

5. Estimate of the City of Lighthouse Point's regulatory costs, including estimated 
revenues from any new charges or fees to cover such costs: 

6. Estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the proposed ordinance: 

17. Additional information (if any): 

Prepared by: ____________ _ 
Name and Title 

Date: ----------



CITY OF LIGHTHOUSE POINT, FLORIDA 
CITY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

MEETING DA TE - May 28, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM NO. - '}_ 

PREPARED BY - Dave Di xon, Co nsultant C ity P lanne r ADMINISTRATOR APPROVAL -~ 
SUBJECT: Seco nd Readin g an d Public H ea rin g of Ordinance 2024-1044 to A me nd Sec ti on I 1-1 6 1 

Entitl ed " Co mmuni ty Standard s," and Secti on 33 -16 E ntitl ed "Doc ks and Pi e rs ." 

1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 

In rece nt years seve ral res id e ntial prope rty own e rs have requ ested and we re granted va ri ances to 
co nstru ct docks o n th e [ntracoasta l Wate rway (IC W) . 

Such variances have been requested to extend dock structures into the ICW and to moor vesse ls other 
th an parall e l to the land or se aw all , exceedin g a ll owa  bl e standard s of Co de Sec ti o ns 11 -16 1 and 33-16. 
C han g ing phys ical conditions on th e IC W that may preve nt adequate access and use of vesse ls are often 
cited as justifi cati on for th e requests. 

The City ' s Pl a nnin g a nd Zo nin g Board (PZB ) adv ised staff to dete rmin e a proce ss to a ll ow resi de ntial 
property owne rs to repair, replace, o r construct new doc k structures on the ICW an d not e lsewhere by 
prov id ing fo r standard s that do not require varian ce requ ests. 

At the ir ovember 2, 2023 meeting, th e City ' s Marine Adv isory B oard (MAB) made a moti o n to 
reco mm e nd staff pre pare stand ard s fo r PZB app rov al th at uti li ze - to the exte nt poss ibl e - th e 
De partme nt of th e A nn y Co rp s of E ng in ee rs (ACO E) pl ace me nt a nd se tb ack g ui de lines for ICW doc k 
structures. 

On May 14, 2024, a pro posed ordinan ce containin g th e am endm ents mentio ned a bove was a pproved 
on first read ing by th e C ity Commi ss io n. 

2. CORRE T ACTIVITY 
The Co nsul tant City Plann er perfo rm ed a n anal ys is of ex istin g co nditi o ns and recommend ed additional 
sta nda rd s to th e ACOE guid e lin es to sati sfy th e hea lth a nd safety of a ll res id ents o n IC W pro pe rti es , 
including th e fo llowi ng: 

1. Es tabli s h a max imum perp endi c ul ar exten s io n of 4 6 fe e t for doc ks o n th e ICW to avo id c reati on of 
no n-co nfo rmin g stru ctures . Thi s exte ns io n does not inte rfe re w ith the weste rl y edge of th e Federal 
nav igati o n ch ann e l w ith an exce pti on al ong th e 4 000 bl oc k of NE 3 1 st Ave nue. 

2. Es ta bli s h a sta nd ard fo r a max imum w idth para ll e l to th e sho re line th at is one third th e le ngth of 
th e pro perty lin e to a ll ow for adequ ate use of vesse ls and to avo id future spat ia l co nfli cts. 

3 . Require a ll IC W doc k a ppli cati o ns to be rev iewed by th e D eve lo pme nt Rev iew Offic ia l o r Zo nin g 
Offic ia l to dete rmin e if uniqu e c harac te ri sti cs a ppl y th at may require an y addit iona l dete rmin ation s. 

At the ir Fe bruary 2, 2024 meetin g, th e PZB di sc ussed the pro posed standards an d reco mm ended the 
lengt h of doc k structures parall e l to the waterlin e be a max imum of o ne half th e lot' s water fro ntage up 
to a max imum of 50 feet , rather than o ne third of th e wate r fro ntage a nd up to 40 fee t. The PZB made 
a mot io n to reco mm e nd th e fo ll owi ng standard s, in s umm a ry: 

l. Doc k stru ctures may be permitted to exte nd 46 fee t into th e ICW. 
2 . The max imum stru cture le ngth para ll e l to th e wate rlin e s ha ll be a max imum of o ne ha lf of th e lot 

fro ntage up to 50 fee t. 



3 . Docks or structures extending perpendicular to the waterline must be ce ntered on the lot to th e 
extent possible. 

4. All permits for doc k structures on the ICW will be reviewed by the Deve lopment Review Official 
or Zo nin g Offi c ial. Stru ctures that exceed the pro posed standards must obta in approval by the 
Development Review Official or Zoning Official. 

5. Properties o n th e ICW a re permitted to moo r vessels perpendi cular on any boat lift o r other mooring 
structure if th e a ppli catio n meets all propo sed requirements . 

The mo tio n was approved unanim o us ly . 

FINDINGS 

The Co nsultant City Pl anner finds th e proposed recommendatio ns and amended standards are 
co mpliant w ith the inte nt of the Co mpre hens iv e Plan . 

The Co ns ultant City Planner find s th e propo sed reco mmendati o n s are compatibl e w ith a ll applicable 
Code secti ons and th e regulation s of other age nc ies . 

3. ATTACHMENTS 

Ordinance 2024-1044 
Business Impact Statement 

4. FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None 

5. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 

The City ' s Co ns ulta nt Plann er reque sts the City Com mi ss ion conduct a public hearing an d co ns ider 
app rova l of the seco nd reading of Ordinance 2024 -1044. 


