
S AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NACOGDOC E 
, TEXAS, AMENDING

CHAPTER 102 AND ARTICLE X. TRUCK AND

VEHICLE STORAGE BUSINESS OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE CITY OF NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY

CLAUSE; PROVIDING A CONTINUATION CLAUSE; PROVIDING A REPEAL

CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Nacogdoches is authorized under Article H, 22[ 4] of its Charter

license and control the operation of automobiles, motorcycles, taxicabs, busses, cabs and carriages and 

all character of vehicles using the public streets and to regulate the use and occupancy of the streets by

any of such and

WHEREAS, Chapter 2308 of the Texas Occupations Code imposes certain regulations and

guidelines for tow truck companies, tow trucks, and tow truck operators, to include both consent

and non-consent towing, as well as vehicle storage facilities in the State of Texas; and

CHAPTER 102 AND ARTICLE X. TRUCK AND

VEHICLE STORAGE BUSINESS of the Code of Ordinances of the City of

Nacogdoches, Texas, is hereby amended, as set hereafter to include the following:

WHEREAS, as authorized thereunder, the City Council of the City of Nacogdoches has exercised

such authority and adopted ordinances concerning the regulation of tow trucks and towing companies
within the City; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) regulates these

industries and, among other things, requires a license in order to legally operate a tow truck in the

State; and

WHEREAS, Texas Occupations Code et seq. permits the local regulation of tow truck

operations by political subdivisions of the State, including municipalities; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF NACOGDOCHES:

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined the need to amend certain portions of these 

ordinances as set forth herein;

All above premises are hereby found to be true and correct legislative and factual findings.

ORDINANCE NO. 2074-02-26

SECTION II

RECITALS:
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Parking facility means any public or private property used, in who e or in part, for

restricted and/or paid parking of vehicles. The term includes a restricted space on a

portion of an otherwise unrestricted parking faci ity, a comme cial parking lot, a parking

garage, and a parking area serving or adjacent to a business, church, school, home,

apartment complex, prope ty governed by a property association, or government-
owned property leased to a private person.

Drop fee means a fee that ust be offered on a p ivate property tow where the vehic e is

hooked up and is ready for i ediate transport. Any vehicle that is not

co p etely and ready for immediate transport and the owner or operator of the vehicle

arrives on the scene the vehic e must be re eased without a fee.

C0 56 t tow means any tow of a vehicle in which the tow truck is summoned by the

owner or operato of the vehicle or by a erson who has possession, custody o contro of

the vehicle. The te m does not include an incident management tow or a private roperty
tOW.

Incident management tow means any tow of a vehicle in which the tow truck is

summoned because of a traffic accident or to an incident, including the removal of a 

vehic e, commercial cargo, and commercia debris from a collision or incident scene.

Tow business means the business of towing or removing vehicles for compensation, or

the expectation of compensation, regardless of whether the purpose 0 the towing is to 

remove, repair, wreck, store, trade, or purchase vehicles.

Tow away means a tow that is conducted from a parking facility and without the consent

of the owner or operator of that vehicle, but with the parking authorization.

[The following words, te ms and hrases, when used in this artic e, sha l have the

eanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a

diffe ent eaningz]

Person means an individual, a corporation, organization, business trust, estate, trust,

partnership, joint venture, association, or other legal entity.

Incident means an unp anned random y occurring traffic event that adversely affects 

norma traffic.

Non-consent ow means any tow of a otor vehicle that is not a consent tow, including:

An incident management tow; and

A private property tow.

Sec. 102-365.
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Tow truck eans any motor vehicle, inc uding a wrecker, equi ped with a mechanica

device used to tow, winch, or otherwise move another vehic e. The term does not inc ude:

(l) A motor vehicle owned and Operated by a gove n enta entity, including a

public schoo dist ict;

(2 A motor vehicle towing;
a. A race car;

b. A motor vehicle for exhibition; or

c. An antique oto vehicle. 

(3 A recreational vehicle towing anothe vehicle; 

(4) A motor vehic e that is used in combination with a tow bar, tow do y, or

other mechanica device if the vehicle is not ope ated in t e furtherance of a

commercia enterprise;
(5 A otor vehic e that is controlled or operated by a farmer or rancher and 

used for towing a farm vehicle;

(6) A motor vehic e that:

a. Is owned 0 operated by an entity that the primary business of 

which is the rental of moto vehic es; and

b. On y tows vehic es ented by the entity. 
T wing company eans a person operating a tow truck licensed with the Texas

Department of Licensing and Regulation . 
The term includes the owner,

operator, employee or agent of a towing company b t does not include a po itical 

subdivision of the state.

Vehicle means a device in, on, o by which a person or property may be transported on a

pub ic roadway. The ter inc udes an operab e or inoperab e automobile, truck,

motorcyc e, recreational vehicle, or trailer, but does not include a device moved by
human power or used exclusive y on a stationary rail or track.

T w rotation list means a ist prepared and maintained by the city police department of

tow com anies, which have equested and qualified to a pear thereon.

Unauthorized vehicle means a vehicle parked, stored, or located on a arking facility
without the consent of the parking faci ity owner.

Vehicle storage facility (VSF) means a facility operated by a person licensed under Texas

Occupations Code, ch. 2303.

Vehicle storage facility license means the license issued by TDLR authorizing a business

to store vehic es.

(Ord. No. )
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(a) Qualifications. The city po ice department shall estab ish and maintain a tow 

rotation list. Each tow company is required to complete any and all app ications 

and provide requi ed info mation necessary to apply for the tow rotation list. To 

be eligible for the rotation list, each tow company is required to comply with all

of the following req irements: To qualify, a company must maintain a 24-hour

tow service; have one telephone number which is answered 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week; and uses a VSF that meets or exceeds the Texas Accessibi ity
Standards ("TAS") accessibility criteria, approved by the United States 

Department of Justice. To be eligible to be placed on the tow rotation list, a tow 

company shall certify in writing that the VSF meets or exceeds the criteria set 

forth by TAS, a copy of which will be provided by the city at the time the tow

company app ies for inc usion on the tow rotation ist, as well as the require ents

promulgated by TDLR and as specified in this artic e. On y those tow trucks that

are included on the tow tow truck license and are permitted by the city

Any tow truck performing non-consent tows within the city limits may be inspected by an

officia of the Nacogdoches Police epartment at any time the tow truck is being 

operated on the pub ic streets as a tow truck. Such inspections may be conducted to 

ensure required lice ses and comp iance with this article and state law. urther, pon the

request of the chief of police or his/her designee, a tow company performing non-consent 

tows within the city sha produce records fro VSFs sed for non-consent tows to

ensure compliance with the maximum rates established under this artic e and othe

requirements of this article and state law.

Each tow company perfo ming non-consent tows shall ti ize a licensed VSF ocated in

the city limits or within the extra te ritorial jurisdiction of the city. The VS sha 

maintain the evel of insurance coverage equired by T R and maintain such insurance 

in fu l fo ce and effect so ong as the faci ity operates.

t shall be un awful for any person to engage in the tow business and make non-consent

tows in the city un ess such person possesses a cu rent, va id tow truck license, issued by 
the State of Texas that lists each tow truck operated by that tow company.

Sec. 102-367. Vehicle storage facility.

Sec. 102-368. Police inspection.

Sec. 102-369. Tow rotation list.

Sec. 02-366. License required.

(Ord. No. 1570-4- 1, 4-5-20 1

(Ord.No. 570-4-1 ,4-5-20 1

(Ord. No. 570-4-
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are authorized to respond to an incident anage ent rotation ca 1. Each tow 

company wi I maintain its own office within the city limits or the ET] of the City 
of N acogdoches. Each tow company is required to maintain a minimum of two 

tow trucks. 

Drivers. Each tow company ust annually sub it and maintain a ist of

operator/drivers which wi be operating the tow trucks included on the

compa license along with their address, phone number, Texas license

number and a criminal background for each driver. Drug related offenses, theft, or

crimes of mora turpitude can be g ounds for denial. Each d ive must possess a

T LR incident management icense and submit to the city a copy of the license.

Tow companies are requi ed to update the ist of operator/drivers t roughout the

year to the addition or remova of any drivers. A mini um of two

operator/drivers must be aintained to be e igib e to be on rotation.

(c) License. Each tow company, requesting placement on the tow rotation ist must

possess a tow tr ck license, issued by the State of Texas that lists each tow truck

operated by that tow company.

(d) Forfeiture of calls. ai re of any tow tr ck to check in route, by radio or phone,
to the designated ocation within ten ( O inutes of dispatch making contact with 

the listed phone n mbe of the tow company and arriving at the designated
location dispatched by the city within thirty (30) minutes of being called will

resu t in the forfeiture of that cal and sha 1 be considered a vio ation of this 

artic e. Three (3) such forfeitu es within twe ve ( 2 mo ths wi result in remova 

from the rotation list. A tow company may not substitute a tow truck from a

different tow company or utilize drivers employed by another tow company in an

attempt to avoid a forfeiture. However, a tow company may elicit assistance from

other tow companies during complex incidents.

(e) Temporary removal from list. Should a tow company wish to be removed from

the tow rotation list for a specific pe iod of time, the tow company shall notify the

city po ice department dispatch, by e-mai 
, 
if the ti e off requested is 24 hours or

longer. It shall be the tow responsibility to notify dispatch, by e-mail,

when the tow company wishes to return to the tow rotation list.

Unneeded calls. If a tow company is called to respond to a scene by a police 
0 ficer and subsequently is not needed, that tow company wil be laced as "next

in line" on the tow rotation ist. If a tow truck responds and pe forms mino

service that enab es the vehic e to be driven, and for which no fee is charged, that 

tow company will be placed as "next in ine" on the tow rotation list.

(g) Me hod of receiving payment. Each qualified tow company must be able to accept
cash or credit/debit card payments for services rendered.

(h) Heavy-duty tows. The city po ice de artment sha maintain a separate list fo

heavy-duty tows, as that term is specified under Texas Occupations Code

as may be amended.

o. ,4-5-2011)
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(a Unlawful t0 0 crate tow trucks without permit. t sha 1 be un awfu for any pe son to

engage in the tow truck business and make rotation non-consent and or po ice

directed/initiated tows in the City of acogdoches un ess such a person possesses a

current, valid permit for that tow t uck issued by T LR.

(b) Display of lice se nu ber. Tow trucks sha 1 meet al requirements established by
TDLR and the T R assigned numbers sha 1 be pro inent y displayed on each

truck in accordance with the associated regulations.

The maximu fees charged by tow companies for non-consent tows within the city
limits shall be the maximum fees estab ished by the TDLR for private property tows and

drop fees. Ite ized receipts shall be provided to owne s or operato s at the time payment

of tow related fees are made. Violations of this provision may result in suspension or

removal from the tow rotation list, and criminal enalties against the o fender.

Any police officer investigating an accident or offense within the city may order the

im oundment of any vehic e invo ved the ein when, in the judgment of such officer,

cri ina prosecution wi be involved as a resu t of such event, or when it is necessa y to

impound such vehicle to secure evidence, or when the owner or occupant of the vehicle is

No tow company shal solicit in any manner, direct y or indirect y, a person

owning/ope ating any vehic e which is involved in an incident on a public street. This

prohibition applies regardless of whethe the so icitation is for the purpose of solicit'ng
the business of towing, repairing, selling, or purchasing such vehicle.

Sec. 102-383. Driving tow trucks to scene of an inci ent prohibited.
No tow company shall drive, or cause to be d iven, a tow tr ck to or near the scene of an

incident on a street within the city unless 3 ch tow company has been called to the scene

by the city police department.

Sec. 102-384. Soliciting towing business on a city street prohibited.

Sec. 02-370. Truck permits required for rotation non-consent tows.

Sec. 02-382. Maximum fees to be charged for non-consent tows.

Secs. Reserved.

Sec. 102-385. Impound tows.

(Ord. No. 4-5-2011

(Ord. No.
, 1)

(Ord. No. 1
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( Taking direction fro investigating on arriva at the scene of a

co lision within the city, tow truck operators shall take directions on when to

engage or tow from the po ice officer investigating the co lision.

(2 Removing debris of collision. Tow truck operators that engage and tow

any vehic e fro the scene 0 a col ision within the city sha l emove a debris of

the col ision f om the pub ic street. This duty specifically includes t e removal of

vehic e parts, glass, and other debris. Such debris shal be disposed of in a awfu

manner, which wi keep it out of the gutters, storm sewers, streams, pub ic

or p operty not be onging to the tow company.

(3) Disengagi g. A tow trucks that removes a vehicle from the original
ocation sha not disengage from the vehic e until the vehic e has been deposited

with the appropriate VSF except when the vehicle is released to the owner or

operator or when the owner or operator specifies the location of disengagement.
This restriction is enacted to prohibit tow trucks from engaging an unauthorized

vehicle in a par 1 g faci ity a d moving it to a close location, then returning for

another unauthorized vehicle, u timately towing all the re ocated vehic es to a

VSF.

(4) Drops. A tow truck that has hooked up to a vehic e for towing shall 

release the vehicle to its owner or Operator upon receiving, a drop fee, payment
and wi not tow the vehicle, except when the vehic e is being taken into custody

by a police officer. A vehic e is if it is immediately ready for

transport. A vehicle is not up unless it can be egally towed on a public

roadway.

unable or fails to have such vehic e removed, or when the vehicle is stopped for a traffic 

vio ation, to effect an arrest, or is involved in an accident on a ublic roadway or pub ic

property and the owner or operator fails to show proof 0 financial

responsibility as required unde Texas Transportation Code, ch. 60 as amended. The

fees to be charged for impound tows wi 1 not exceed the maxi u rates a lowed under

this artic e or state law.

The VSF that receives a vehicle from a tow truck that removed the vehicle from private
or ublic property within city and on a non-consent basis, except on police-generated
tows, shal notify the po ice department dispatch office within one hour of receiving the

vehicle. The info ation to be provided in such notification shall inc ude:

t sha be the ob igation of a tow companies under this section to operate the tow

business in a safe manner, to inc ude, but not be imited to, the following:

Sec. 102-387. Report of towing of unauthorized vehicle to police dispatcher.

Sec. 102-386. Duties of tow companies.

(Ord. No. 570-4-1 ,4-5-201 )

(Ord. No. 1570-4- 1,4-5-201
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An individual who has been issued a sanction may appea the chief of po or

decision by submitting a written request to the city manager no late than the 

tenth day after the effective date of the decision. The individual must include a

statement of the grounds for the appeal. The city manager sha l schedu e a hearing no

later than the fifteenth (15th) day after receipt of the notice of appea . 
The city manager 

shall give notice of the time and place set for the hearing to the chief of police and the

appe lant not less than five (5 days before the hearing.

In addition to the criminal pena ties imposed for violations of state law or this artic e, any 

tow company on the tow otation ist that vio ates this artic e or state aw may be subject 
to sanctions by the chief of po ice or designee, depending upon the nature of inf action,

number of infractions, and other ci cumstances. The sanctions shal range from written

notification of violation with warning to, and inc uding, remova from the tow rotation 

ist.

(l) The genera description (brand, model, colo of the vehicle towed,

inc uding the state and the license p ate, i a y;

(2 The tow company name that towed the vehic e;

(3 The location/address from which the vehicle was towed and reason;

(4) The date and ti e the vehicle was removed from the location;

(5 The date and time the vehicle was accepted at the VS ; and

(6) The street address and phone number of the SF where the vehicle is

ocated.

Such repo ts shall be ade by e-mai or in person. A VSF must re ease vehic es

during the time the VS acce ts vehicles. f the VS accepts vehicles on a 24-

hour-a-day basis, it shal re ease vehic es on the s me basis, with one ( ho

notice.

(a) At the appeal hearing under section (appeal of sanctions), the

chief of po ice and the appel ant may present evidence, testimony, and argument.

(b) The city decision is fina
.

Sec. 102-388. Administrative penalties for violations.

Sec. 102-389. Appeal of sanctions.

Sec. 102-390. Appeal procedure.

(Ord. No. )

o. 570-4-11, 4-5-20

(Ord. No.
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Repeal. This Ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of a1 other ordinances

of the City of Nacogdoches, and this Ordinance sha not operate to repeal or affect any such other

ordinances except insofar as the provisions the eof might be inconsistent or in with

rovisions of this Ordinance, in which such provisions, if any, in such other ordinance

or ordinances are hereby repealed.

Severability. If any word, artic e, phrase, paragraph, sentence, c ause, or p ovision of this

Ordinance shall be he d to be invalid or unconstitutiona 
, 
such ho ding sha l in no way affect other

provisions or applications of this Ordinance which can be given effect without the inva id

p ovision, and to this end provisions of this Ordinance are dec ared to be severab e.

Proper Notice & Open Meeting. It is hereby officially fo nd and determined the meet'ng at

which this Ordinance was passed was open to the pub ic as required and public notice of time,

p ace, and purpose of said meeting was given as req ired by the Open Meetings Act, Chapte 55

of the Texas Government Code.

A P NDIX A R EE SC D of the Code of Ordinances of the City of

Nacogdoches, Texas, is hereby amended to remove the fees under Sections 102-370 and 02-382,

as set forth in the attached Exhibit

Public Records. The City Secretary is hereby a thorized and instructed to file a signed
and sealed copy of this Ordinance in and among the records of the City of N acogdoches.

Continuation. Al p ovisions of Chapters 02 and Appendix A of the Code of Ordinances existi g

prior to the date of passage of this Ordinance emain in ful force and effect.

Effective Date. This Ordinance shal take effect ten (10) days from its passage and publicat'on as

may be required by governing aw.

SECTION VIII

SECTION VII

SECTION IX

SECTION III

SECTION VI

SECTION IV

SECTION V

(Ord. No.
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PASSED AND APPROVED this the day of
, 2026, by a vote of

(ayes) t0 (nays) of the City Council of the City of Nacog oches.

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:APPROVED AS TO FORM:

/ 41/1

Weems, C ief of Police

ATTEST:

adnot, City Secretary Randy Johns n,

Page 10 of 12
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CODE OF ORDINANCES CITY OF NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS

Master Fee Schedule

Appendix A
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