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ORDINANCE NO. _1298

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MAITLAND,
FLORIDA, RELATING TO SIGNS; DEFINING “PARK
EVENT SIGNS;” PROVIDING FOR PLACEMENT OF
PARK EVENT SIGNS UPON CERTAIN PUBLIC
PROPERTIES; PROVIDING REGULATIONS AND
PERMITTING CONDITIONS FOR PARK EVENT SIGNS;
PROVIDING A PROCESS FOR CONSIDERATION OF
PARK EVENT SIGN APPLICATIONS; PROVIDING FOR
SUNSET, CODIFICATION, CONFLICTS, AND EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that challenges exists in informing the public of
special events approved by the City occurring at Lake Lily Park conducted by individuals,
groups and other entities that receive permission from the City for the exclusive use of all or a
portion of Lake Lily Park; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that a compelling interest exists in increasing the
means by which and the public can be made aware of such events and activities; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that a compelling interest exists in controlling the
location, number and erection methods of signage on public property in order to ensure the
public safety on publie property: and

WHEREAS, the City Council also finds that a compelling interest exists in the
protection of the safety of motorists, pedestrians, and others from distraction caused by signs and
finds that an overabundance of signs or improper locational placement of signs can cause
distraction of drivers and pedestrians and obstructions to sights lines of drivers and pedestrians;
and

WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that some signs, particularly large signs,
detract from the aesthetic beauty of the landscape; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to preserve the aesthetic beauty of the City of
Maitland; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that aesthetics is a valid basis for
zoning, and the regulation of the size of signs and the prohibition of certain types of signs can be
based upon aesthetic grounds alone as promoting the general welfare [see Merritt v. Peters, 65
So.2d 861 (Fla. 1953); Dade County v. Gould, 99 So0.2d 236 (Fla. 1957); E.B. Elliott Advertising
Co. v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 F.2d 1141 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. dismissed. 400 U.S. 878

(1970)]: and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the competing compelling
interests discussed herein can be furthered by adoption of a system in which parties authorized
for exclusive use of all or a portion of Lake Lily Park for an event or activity are allowed to erect
signage on certain properties described herein, which properties have been determined by the
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City to have the least impact on safety and aesthetics when signs are erected consistent with
narrowly tailored regulations;

WHEREAS, the City Council intends that there shall be no content based distinction
made as to the speakers or messages included on the park event signs allowed herein; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that this ordinance will lessen
hazardous situations, as well as confusion and visual clutter otherwise caused by the
proliferation, improper placement, excessive height, excessive size, and distracting
characteristics of signs which compete for the attention of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that this ordinance will enhance the
attractiveness and economic well-being of the City as a place to live, visit, and conduct business;
and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission, acting as the Local Planning
Agency, found and determined that this Ordinance is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive
Plan, and the City Council finds and determines that the following amendments are consistent
with all applicable policies of the City’s Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the following amendments will
not result in incompatible land uses; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the regulations contained in this
ordinance are concerned with the secondary effects of speech including, but not limited to,
aesthetics and traffic safety, and that they are not intended to regulate viewpoints or censor
speech, and for those and other reasons that the foregoing provisions are not subject to, or would
not fail, a “prior restraint” analysis; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the contents of this Ordinance broaden
opportunities for speech within the community; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the sign regulations adopted
herein are narrowly tailored to serve the compelling interests and still allow adequate alternative
means of communications.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MAITLAND, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The findings set forth in the recitals above are hereby adopted as
legislative findings of the City Council pertaining to this Ordinance.

SECTION 2. Chapter 5, Article VI, “Signs,” of the City of Maitland Code of
Ordinances is hereby amended as follows (NOTE: additions to the Code are identified by
underline, deletions from the Code are identified by strikethreugh and portions of the Code
remaining unchanged that are not reprinted herein are identified by ellipses (***):

ARTICLE VL SIGNS

* x *®

Sec. 5-95. Definitions.

ok ok
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Park event sign: a temporary sign posted on public property designated herein by an individual,
group or other entity authorized and approved by the City to conduct a special event upon all or a
portion of Lake Lily Park.

* kK

Section 5-122. Standards for temporary signs.

* ok ¥

C. Park event signs

1. Park event signs may be located upon public property. other than right-of-way, located

within the park event signage corridors identified in Exhibit “A” provided that such signs comply

with all of the following regulations:

a. No park event sign shall be located in such a manner as to block or impair
vehicular or pedestrian visibility of roads. intersections, parking area entrances or traftic
control devices. The City shall have final discretion as to the location of individual signs.

b. No park event sign shall utilize artificial lighting of any kind.

c. Park event signs shall not exceed seven feet in sign height from grade level at
the sign location.

d. Park event signs shall be machine-printed on corrugated plastic: provided,
however, that blank areas for days, dates and times may be included and covered with
machine-printed tape or other material consistent in color with the remainder of the sign.
No handwritten components shall be allowed on any park event sign.

e. Park event signs shall measure no more than 24 square feet, and shall be
affixed to the ground in a manner sufficient, in the opinion of the City, to withstand
weather and other conditions.

f. No more than four park event signs for any one special event shall be located
within the City at any one time. Priority among the issuance of park event sign permits
shall be given based solely on the time of completed application submittal. In the event
an application is received by the City requesting placement of park event signs that would
exceed the maximum total park event signs allowed, the City shall notify the applicant
and allow the applicant to amend the number of park event signs. the park event sign
location to be used or the dates of installation of the park event signs.

g. Park event signs shall not be erected for periods longer than ten consecutive
days. Additionally. park event signs shall be erected no earlier than seven days prior to
the special event to which the park event sign pertains and shall be removed by 4:00 p.m.
on the day following the conclusion of the event or activity to which the park event sign
pertains or immediately upon expiration of the park event sign permit. whichever occurs
first. The City is authorized to remove any park event sign that is erected in violation of
this Section.

2. Applications for park event sign permits shall be made in writing upon forms
furnished by the City and shall be accompanied by a permit fee as set forth herein. The applicant
shall furnish the following information on or with the sign permit application form. City staff has
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the authority to require additional information on the application form that is not inconsistent
with this Article.

a. Name. address and telephone number of the person making application for the
permit to include the organization seeking the permit.

b. The number, type. materials to be used, structural dimensions and sign copy
dimensions of each promotion sign to be erected.

c. Identification of the park event sign locations upon which signage is to be
placed (up to four locations per event).

d. A $25 non-refundable application fee will be required. The City shall be
exempt from application fees.

e. Signature of applicant.

f. A copy of applicant’s City-issued permit for rental or use of Lake Lily Park.

3. Park event sign permit applications shall be reviewed by the Community Development
Director or designee for a determination of whether the proposed sign meets all applicable
requirements of this Article.

4. The review of the sign permit application shall be completed by the Community
Development Director or designee within 10 business days following receipt of a completed
application and any applicable fees. A sign permit shall either be approved, approved with
conditions (meaning legal conditions existing in this Article such as dimensional requirements),
or disapproved, and the decision shall be reduced to writing. A disapproval shall include or be
accompanied by a statement of the reason(s) for the disapproval. In the event that no decision is

rendered within the period of time referenced herein, the application shall be deemed approved.

Any appeal shall be heard and a decision rendered within the time frames specified in this Article
for appeals.
5. For the purposes of calculating compliance with the 10 business day deadline herein,

for a decision upon an application. the decision shall be deemed made when deposited in the

mail. transmitted electronically. or hand-delivered to the applicant.

6. An application which is materially incomplete or which is not accompanied by the
required fee shall not be deemed accepted, and the time for review of the application shall not
commence until a complete application, accompanied by the required fee, is filed with the
Community Development Director or designee. However, the Community Development Director
or designee shall keep a record of incomplete applications or any application not accompanied by
the correct fee. as required by applicable public record laws. In addition, the Community
Development Director or designee shall, within 10 business days of receipt of such an
application. provide the applicant a written explanation of the deficiencies and ask that the
deficiencies be remedied. explaining that the application cannot proceed forward and that the
application will be deemed withdrawn if the deficiencies are not cured within sixty calendar

days.

SECTION 3. SUNSET OF PROVISIONS. The amendments made herein shall be
automatically repealed 12 months after the effective date of this Ordinance unless the City
Council, by affirmative majority vote, votes to continue such provisions in effect.
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SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. If any section, sentence, phrase, word or portion of
this Ordinance is determined to be invalid, unlawful or unconstitutional, said determination shall
not be held to invalidate or impair the validity, force or effect of any other section, sentence,
phrase, word or portion of this Ordinance not otherwise determined to be invalid, unlawful or
unconstitutional.

SECTION 5. CONFLICTS. In any case where a provision of this Ordinance is found
to be in conflict with a provision of any other ordinance of this City, the provision which
establishes the higher standards for the promotion and protection of the health and safety of the

people shall prevail.

SECTION 6. CODIFICATION. It is the intent of the City Council of the City of
Maitland that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be codified. The codifier is granted broad
and liberal authority in codifying the provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon
adoption as provided by the Charter of the City of Maitland.

. : ;
PASSED ON FIRST READING THIS /2~ DAY OF Octolhex ,2015.

H o
PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS /& DAY OF (c/obex, 2015.

" A. DALE McDONALD, MAYOR

MARIA WALDROP, CITY CLERK
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