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ORDINANCE NO.  20-  03

AN ORDINANCE O F THE  CITY COUNCIL  OF THE  CITY OF E L   

CENTRO, CALIFORN IA,  REPEALIN G CHA PTER 13, ARTICLE  V II 

(COMMENCIN G WIT H S EC TION 13 -110 OF THE  CITY CODE) A ND 

ADOPTIN G CHA PTE R 13,  ARTICLE  X REL ATE D TO REGULATIO N 

OF AD ULT  USE  S TOREFRONT ONL Y  CO MMERCIAL CAN NA BIS 

ACTIVITI ES

S ec. 1.  Th e City of  El Cen tro f in d s as f oll ow s:

WHE REAS,  the  Cit y  of  El  Centro,  Cali fornia  (“Cit y”)  is  a  muni cipal  corporati on,  dul y 

organiz ed under it s Chart er and laws o f the S tate o f Cali fornia; and,

WHE REAS, on J une 18, 2019 the Cit y Council a dopted Ordinanc e No . 19 -05 prohibiting 

comm ercial c annabis a cti vit ies (as defined)  withi n the Cit y;

WHE REAS, based upon final regulations of the Bureau of Cannabis Control and input 

from the publi c as w ell as addit ional res ear ch and i nvesti gati on, the Cit y Council now has 

determi ned to all ow certa in li mited retail comm ercial cannabis dispensaries withi n the Cit y on the 

terms and condit ions s et  out i n thi s ordinance;  and ,

WHE REAS, the Cit y Council also desires to protect the qu ali t y o f li f e of the Cit y’s 

residents b y ensurin g su ch comm erci al cannabis businesses do not adver sel y a ffe ct the healt h, 

safet y, and w elfa re of the  Cit y; and,

WHE REAS , the authorit y for thi s ordinances co mes from S ecti ons 5 and 7 of Arti cle X I 

of the Cali fo rnia Constit uti on, the provisions of MAUCRS A, an y subseq uent S tate le gisl ati on 

and/or regulations author iz ing the Cit y to adopt ordinances that establis h standards, requir ements 

and regulations for th e li censing and pe rmitt ing o f comm erci al adult -use c annabis acti vit y;  and

WHE REAS, the Cit y Council finds that this ordinance is consistent with the Gener al P lan 

because it proposes a co mprehensive r e gulator y s ystem fo r comm er cial c annabis acti vit ies. Th e 

regulations include numerical, loc ati onal, design , operati n g, secu rit y and sensit ive -use dist anc e 

regulations on comm er c ial cannabis a cti vit ies in addit ion to those requi red b y state la w and 

regulations . The Ordinan ce includes revi ew and recomm endati ons of appli c ati ons for comm ercial 

cannabis acti vit ies, whic h will be overseen b y th e Comm unit y Dev elopm ent Director , and will 

include the P oli ce Department and P lanning Divisi on of the Communi t y Dev elopm ent 

Department. The Ordina nce is consistent with the Gene ral P lan go als a nd poli cies and li mi ts 

locati ons near  comm unit y- s ensit ive uses ; and
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WHE REAS , the Pol ice Department has  review ed  and comm ented on the o rdinance to 

ensure  that  the  it  contain s  adequate  regulations,  in  addit ion  to  those  require d  b y the  state  l aw  and 

regulations  and  the  terms  of  the  state  li cense ,  for  securit y  measu res,  inclu ding  securit y  cam eras, 

panic buttons, m onit ored  alarm s ystems, and  on -sit e secu rit y guards.  The  ap pli cati on process  will 

all ow for the P oli ce Dep a rtment to revi ew appli cat ions and provide r ecomm endati on s. The P oli ce 

Department’s  review is p art of the det erminati on  of whether to  approve  a pe rmit applicati on.

WHE REAS, the Cit y Counc il further finds that the Ordinanc e is not detrimental to the 

publi c int erest, healt h, sa fet y, convenien ce, or we lfare. Th ere are a high n umber of unpermitt ed 

comm ercial c annabis businesses currentl y oper ati ng i n some cit ies. S uch unpermitt ed comm ercial 

cannabis businesses ma y cause s i gnificant publi c h ealt h, safet y and welfa re concerns as discussed 

in the recit als abov e. The Ordinanc e addr esses tho se publi c healt h, sa fet y a nd welfa re con ce rns b y 

li mi ti ng the number and locati on of the comm er cial cannabis a cti vit ies and im posing operati n g 

condit ions that will ensure that persons ov er 21 years of a ge hav e saf e a cc ess to cannabis while 

maintaining the quali t y of li fe for the Cit y’s resi dents. The O rdinanc e is not detrimental to but 

supportive of the public int erest, healt h, sa fet y, co nvenience, o r welf are.

WHE REAS , the Cit y Council find s and determi nes that thi s Ordinance i s not subject to 

environmental revi ew un der the Cali forni a Enviro nmental Quali t y Act purs uant to Titl e 14 of the 

Cali fornia Code o f Re gulations S ecti on 15060(c )(2) (the a cti vit y will not result in a direct or 

reasonabl y fores eeable in direct ph ysical ch an ge in the environment); S e cti on 15060(c)(3 ) (the 

acti vit y is not a project as defined in S ecti on 15378) because it has no potenti al for result ing in a 

ph ysical chan ge o f the e nvironment, directl y o r indi rectl y; and Business and P rofessi ons Code 

S ecti on 26055(h) be caus e the Ordinan ce requires the discreti onar y revie w of permits to include 

an y appli cable envi ronmental review pursu ant to Division 13 (comm encing with S ecti on 21000) 

of the P ubli c Resources  Code.

S ection .  2.  NOW,  THE REFORE,  T HE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  EL  CENTRO

DOE S  ORDAIN AS  FO LLOWS :

Chap ter 13, Arti cle VII  is rep ealed i n  its en tire ty and  amen d ed  to read  as f oll ow s:

ARTICLE  VII

S ec. 13-110- 13 -131 –  R eserved

S ection 3.   Chap ter 13,  Article X is ad op ted  to  read  as  f oll ow s:
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Chap ter 13, ARTICLE  X COMMERCIAL 

CAN NABIS  ACTIVITI ES

S ections:

13-150 Pu rp ose an d  In ten t

13-151 Legal Au thority

13-152 Co mme rcial Cann ab is Activities Proh ib ited Unl ess S p ecif ically Authorized b y 

this  Chap ter

13-153 Co mp li an ce w ith Law s

13-154 Def in ition s

13-155 Location an d  Distance Req u ire men ts

13-156 Bu il din g Per mits an d  In sp ection

13-157 Reserv ed

13-158 Righ t to Occu p y an d  to Use  Prop er ty

13-159 Maximu m Nu mb er an d Typ e of Au thorized Commer cial Cann ab is Busin esses 

Pe r mit ted

13-160 Co mme rcial  Cann ab is  Bu sin ess  Per mit  Req u ired  to  En gage  in  Commercial 

Cann ab is Bu sin ess

13-161 Proc ed u res an d  Eli gib il ity to S eek  a Commer cial  Cann ab is B u sin ess Per mit

13-162 Rese rved

13-163 App eals of  Qu alif ication  an d  Rank in g Deter mi n ations

13-164 Lan d  Use En titlemen t  Pro cess to Ob tain Co mmercial  Cann ab is  Pe r mit

13-165 Ter ms an d  Cond ition s of  the Commer cial  Cann ab is Per mit

13-166 Ren ew al  of  Per mit

13-167 Revocation of  Per mit

13-168 Eff ect of  S tate Licen se  S u sp en sion , Revocation, or Ter min ation

13-169 City’s Rese rvation of  Righ ts

13-170 Pe rson s Proh ib ited  f rom Hol d in g a Comme rci al Can n ab is Bu sin ess Per mit

13-171 Cann ab is Emp loyee R e q u iremen ts

13-172 Chan ge in  Ow n ersh ip

13-173 Chan ge of  Location

13-174 City Bu sin ess L icen se

13-175 Limitation s on  City’s Liab il ity

13-176 Record s an d  Reco rd k ee p in g

13-177 S ecu rity Measu r es

13-178 Restric tion on  Alcoh ol & Tob acco S ales

12-179 Add ition al Op erating Req u iremen ts

13-180 Reserv ed

13-181 Pro mu lga tion of  Regu lations, S tand ard s an d  Oth er Legal Du ties

13-182 Fe es an d  Charges
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13-183 Co mmu n ity Benef it Fe e ;  Co mmu n ity Relation s

13-184 Pe r mit tee  Resp on sib le for Violation s

13-185 In sp ection an d  Enf orce men t

13-186 Violation s d eclared  a p u b li c nu isan ce

13-187 Each  viol ation a sep arate of f en se 

13-188 Cri min al Pen alties

S ec. 13-150. Pu rp ose an d  In ten t

(a) It is the purpose and intent of thi s Chapter to impl ement the provisions of the

Medicinal and Adult Use Cannabis Regulation an d S afet y Act (“M AUCRS A”) to prov ide ac cess 

to adult -use o f c annabis for p ersons ov er the a ge of 21 as authoriz ed b y th e Control, T ax &

Regulate the Adult Use Cannabis Act (“AUMA” or “P ropositi on 64” passed b y Cali fornia voters 

in 2016) and b y the final regulations adopted b y th e Bur eau of Cannabis Co ntrol , while im posing 

regulations on the use of land to protect the Cit y’s residents, neighbo rhood s, and businesses from 

disproporti onate and pote nti all y ne gati ve im pa cts.

(b) As such, it is the purpose and int ent of thi s Chapter to regulate store fron t retail,

comm ercial cann abis sales and prohibit all of the foll owing: deli ver y f rom a non -storefront ret ail er, 

cult ivation, processi ng, manufacturin g, testing, s ale, dist ribution and transportati on of cannabis 

and ca nnabis produ cts , as well as cann abis speci al events , to prote ct the h eal th, safet y, and w elfar e 

of the residents of the City of El Centro and to enforce rules and regulation s consistent with S tate 

law.

(c) It is the further pu rpos e and int ent of thi s Chapter to r equire al l comm ercial

cannabis op erators to obt ain and rene w a pe rmit to operate withi n the Cit y. Nothing in thi s Chapt er

is int ended to authoriz e the possession, use, or provision of cannabis for purposes, or in an y 

manner, that vi olates st at e or fed eral l a w.

(d) The provisions of thi s Chapter a re in addit ion to an y oth er pe rmits , li censes and

approvals which ma y be required to conduct bu siness in the Cit y, and are in addit ion to an y 

permits , li censes and app roval requir ed under Stat e, Cit y, or other l aw.

(e) Ex cept as otherwise prov ided, n othi ng in thi s Chapter regulates the p ersona l use of

cannabis as set out  in  Ch apter 13, Art.  IX .

S ec. 13-151. Legal Au thority
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An y standards, requi rem ents, and regulations r e garding he alt h and s afet y, securit y, r eportin g and 

worker prote cti ons establis hed b y th e S tate of Cali fornia, or an y of it s dep artments or divi sions, 

shall be the mi nim um standards appli c able in the Cit y to all comm er cial ca nnabis acti vit y. It is the 

int ent of thi s Chapter to regul ate comm er c ial cann abis acti vit y in the Cit y in compl iance with all 

provisions of MAUCRS A and an y subsequent s tate le gisl ati on and r e gu lation as well as th e 

provisions of this C hapter.

S ec. 13-152.   Co mme rcial    Cann ab is    Activities    Proh ib ite d    Unl ess    S p ecif ically 

Autho rized  b y this Chap ter

Ex cept as specificall y a uthoriz ed in thi s Chapter, the comm e rcial cult ivation, manufactur e, 

processi n g, storin g, labo rator y testin g, lab eli ng, sale, deli ver y, deli ver y f rom a non-stor efront 

retailer, dist ribution or transportati on ( other tha n as provided under S ecti on 26090(e) of the 

Business and P rofessi on s Code) of or special ev ents invol ving cannabis or cannabis produ ct or 

special events  are  ex pressl y prohibi ted in the Cit y.

S ec. 13-153.   Co mp li an ce w ith Law s

Nothing in thi s Chapter shall be construed as auth oriz ing an y acti ons that viol ate feder al, S tate or 

local law with respect to the operati on of a comm ercial cannabis business. It shall be the 

responsi bil it y o f the owners, the operators, and the empl o yees of the comm ercial cann abis business 

to ensure that th e comm e rcial c annabis business is , at all ti mes, oper ati ng in a manne r compl iant 

with all appli cable fede ral, S tate and local law s and regulations, specif icall y includin g those 

promulgated b y the Bur eau of Cannabis Contr ol, and an y subs equentl y enacted S tate law or 

regulator y, li c ensin g, o r c ertificati on requir ements, and an y sp ecific, addit ional ope rati n g 

procedur es or r equireme nts which ma y be im pos ed as condit ions of appr oval of th e comm e rcial 

cannabis business pe rmit.

S ec. 13-154.   Def in ition s

W hen used in thi s Chapt er, the followin g words s hall have the me anings a scribed to th em as s et 

forth her ein. An y ref er en ce to Cali fo rnia statutes i ncludes an y regulations p romulgated ther eunder, 

and is deemed to include an y su ccessor o r amende d version of the ref eren ce d statute or regul ator y 

provision.

(a) “Act” me ans the Medicin al and Adult -Use Cann ab is R egulation and Saf et y Act  as

that ma y b e amend ed fro m t im e -to-time (MAUCRS A ).
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(b) “Applicant ” means  a pers on appl yin g fo r a pe rmit pursuant t o thi s C hapter.

(c) “Branded mer chandise”  means clot hing, h ats, pen cil s, pens, ke ychains, m u gs,

water bott les, bev erage  glasses, notepads, lan ya rd s, cannabis a ccesso ries, o r other t ypes of 

merchandise  approved b y the  Bur eau with t he  na me or logo o f a comm e rcial cannabis business 

li censed pursuant t o the  Act. Br anded me rchandis e does not include it ems  containing cannabis or 

an y it ems t hat a re considered food  as defin ed b y Healt h and S af et y Cod e secti on 109935.

(d) “Bureau ” me ans the  Bur eau of Cann abis C ontrol, previousl y n amed the  Bureau of

Marijuana Control, Bu reau of Medic al C annabis  Regulation, and  Bur eau o f Medical Ma rijuana 

Regulation.

(e) “Business day” is a d a y Monda y throu gh  Frid a y f rom 8:00 a.m. t o 5.00 p.m.

P aci fic Time, ex cludi ng s tate holi da ys, du ring which the Bu reau is clos ed f or business.

(f) “Cannabis ” means all  pa rts of the Cannabis s ati va  Linna eus, C annabis i ndica, or

Cannabis ruder ali s, whether  growin g or not;  the s eeds ther eof; the r esin, whether c rud e or 

purified, ex tracted f rom a n y pa rt of the plant;  and  ever y compound, m anu facture, salt , deriv ati ve, 

mi xture, or prepa rati on o f the plant, it s seeds, or r esin. “Cannabis” also m e ans the separ ated 

resin, whether  crud e or p urified, obtained f rom ca nnabis.  “Cannabis” does  not i nclude the mature 

stalks of the plant, fiber p roduced f rom the stalks, oil  or cake mad e from t h e seeds of the  plant, 

an y oth er compound, m a nufactur e, salt , derivati ve , mi xture, or prepa rati on  of the mature stalks 

(ex cept t he resin ex t racte d therefrom ), fiber, oil , o r cake, o r the steril iz ed se ed of the plant which 

is i ncapable of  germinati on. For the purpos e of thi s divisi on, “cannabis” do es not mean

“industrial hemp” as de fi ned b y S e cti on 11018.5 of the Healt h and S a fet y C ode.

(g) “Cannabis accessori es ”  has the same me aning as  in Healt h and S afet y Cod e

secti on 11018.2.

(h) “Cannabis product ” mea ns a product containi n g c annabis, i ncludi ng, but n ot

li mi ted to, manufactured  cannabis,  - int end ed to be sold for use b y c annabi s pati ents  in C ali fornia 

pursuant t o the Compassionate Use A ct of 1996 (P ropositi on 215), found at S ecti on 11362.5 of 

the Cali fornia He alt h and  S afet y Cod e (as the s ame ma y be am ended f rom time -to-ti me) or 

pursuant t o the Adult  Use of Cannabis A ct. For p urposes of t his C hapter, “ cannabis” do es not

include industrial hemp a s defined b y S ecti on 810 00 of the Cali fornia  Food  and A gricult ural 

Code or Secti on 11018.5 of the Cali fornia H ealt h a nd S afet y Cod e.

(i) “Cit y” means the Cit y o f  El C entro .

(j) “C hief of  Poli ce” means t he C hief of P oli ce or d esigne e.
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(k) “Commercial cannabis a cti vit y” as all owed b y thi s ordinance means the ret ail sale

of comm ercial cann abis and cannabis products only at a storefront locati on and associated deli ver y

of retail products from such store front locati on as provided in thi s Chapter and ex clud es the

deli ver y, deli ver y from a non -storefront retail er, cult ivation, manufacture, speci al events,

dist ribution, processi ng, storing, labor ator y test ing, pa cka gin g, lab eli ng, or transportati on of 

cannabis as well as the consumpti on of cannabis on the ret ail premi ses, ex cept as otherwise 

provided in thi s Code o r state la w a nd regul ati o ns for p ersonal us e. En ga gin g in comm er cial 

cannabis business or in a n y comm e rcial.

(l) “Commercial cannabis business ” or “ cannabis business” means an y pe rson or

enti t y which en ga ges in c omm ercial c annabis a cti vit y as d efined h ere, und er a cur rent state li c ense 

and Cit y permit .

(m) “Commercial cannabis b usiness permit ” me ans a regulator y p ermit iss ued b y the

Cit y to a comm erci al can nabis business pursuant t o thi s Chapter; the comm ercial cann abis business 

permit is r equired be for e an y comm er cial canna bis acti vit y m a y b e cond ucted in the Cit y. Th e 

ini ti al permit and renewal of a comm ercial c annabi s business permit are made ex pressl y conti n gent 

upon the business’ on go ing compl iance with all of the requir ements of thi s Chapter and an y 

re gulations adopted b y th e Cit y governin g the  com mercial c annabis acti vit y at i ssue.

(n) “Communit y  Dev elopme nt  Director ”  means  the  Cit y  Comm unit y  D evel opment

Director or d esi gnee.

(o) “Cult ivation ” me ans an y a cti vit y invol ving the planting, growin g, h ar vesti ng,

dr yin g, c urin g,  gradin g, o r trim mi ng of cannabis.

(p) “Customer ” means  a nat ural person  at l e ast  21  ye ars of age.

(q) “Day  care  center ”  has  th e  same  m eanin g  as  in  S e cti on  1596.76  of  the  Hea lt h  and

S afet y Cod e.

(r) “Deli ver y” me ans the co mm ercial transf er of  can nabis or cann abis produc ts from

a retail l ocati on to a  custom er. “Deli ve r y”  also i ncludes the use b y a  retail er of an y t echnolo g y 

platform owned and  cont rolled b y the  retaile r.   De li ver y from a non -stor efr ont retailer or  an y

location ot her than a li c e nsed and permitt ed com mercial c annabis busines s  is prohibi ted.

(s) “Deli ver y employ ee ” me ans an indi vidual empl o yed b y a li censed  stor efro nt

retailer  authoriz ed to engage in retail sales  who de li vers cannabis  goods f ro m t he li censed  ret ail er

to a custom er at a ph ysic al address  pursu ant t o state re gulations .
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(t) “Dispensing ”  means  an y  acti vit y  invol ving  the  r e tail  sale  of  cannabis  or  c annabis

products from a  retailer.

(u) “Distribut ion ” me ans the procurem ent, sale, and tra nsport of cannabis and ca nnabis

products betwe en li cense es.

(v) “Employe e” means an y natural person who is empl o yed or ret ained as an

independent contr actor b y an y p ermitt ee in consid erati on for dir ect or indir ect m onetar y w a ges or 

profit , or an y natur al pers on w ho volunt eers their s ervices fo r an  empl o ye r.

(w) “Finance Dire ctor ” mea ns the Cit y Finan ce Dir ec tor or desi gnee.

(x ) Free cannabis goods ” m eans an y amount  of  cann abis goods provid ed to a n y

person wit hout cost or pa ym ent or  ex change of  an y other thi n g of v alue.

( y) “L icense” m eans a permi t or li cense iss ued b y th e S tate of Cali fornia, o r on e of it s

departments or divi sions , under Division 10 of th e Busin ess and P rofessi o ns Code to en ga ge in 

comm ercial c annabis a cti vit y as that ma y be  amen ded from t im e -to-time.

(z ) “L icensee ”  means  an y  p erson  holdi ng  a  state  li c ense  unde r  Division  10  of  the

Business and P rof essi ons C ode as that ma y be am en ded from t im e-to-time.

(aa) “L icensing authorit y ” me ans the Bu reau o f Canna bis C ontrol or an y other   state 

agenc y r esponsi ble for th e iss uance, r enew al, or r e inst atement of the  Li cens e, or the state  a genc y 

authoriz ed to t ake disciplinar y acti on a gainst  the  Licensee.

(ab) “Manufacture”  me ans  to  compound,  blend,  ex tract,  infuse,  or  otherwise  make  or

prepar e a  cannabis produ ct.

(ac) “Operati on ” means  an y a ct for which  a comm er cia l cannabis business perm it  is

required und er the provis ions of this C hapter.

(ad) “Owner ” me ans an y of th e following:

(1) A p erson with an a ggr e gate o wnership int e rest of 20 per cent or more in the 

person appl yin g for a pe rmit, li cense or a li c ense e, unless the int erest is s olel y a secu rit y 

int erest, l ien, or encumb r ance.

(2)  The Ex ecuti ve Dir ect or of a nonpro fit or other  enti t y.

(3)  A membe r of the boa rd of directo rs of a nonp r ofit.
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(4) An indi vidual who will be participating in the d irecti on, control, or mana gem ent 

of the p erson appl yin g fo r a comm er cial c annabis business permit or who h as a financi al 

int erest in the comm erci al cannabis business oth er than a fix ed lease of r eal propert y o r 

securit y int erest, l ien or  e ncumbranc e.

(ae) “Packag e” and “Pac kaging ” me ans an y container or wrapp er that m a y be u sed for

enclosi ng o r containin g a n y c annabis goods for fin al retail sale. “ Packag e” and “pac kaging ” do es 

not i nclude a shipping co ntainer or outer  wrappin g used solel y for the trans port of cann abis

goods in bulk  quanti t y to  a li censee.

(af) “Permit ” m eans a comm e rcial c annabis busin ess p ermit iss ued b y th e Cit y  onl y for

the purposes authoriz ed  b y thi s C hapter.

(a g) “Permitt ee ” means an y p erson holding a permit u nder this C hapter.

(ah) “Person ” i n cludes an y i ndivi dual, firm, partne rs hip, joi nt venture, assoc iation,

corporati on, li mi ted li abilit y compan y, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, syn dic ate, or an y other 

group o r combi nati on act ing as a u nit , and the plur al as well  as the sin gular.

(ai) “Premises ” m e ans the de signated stru cture or stru ctures and land spe cified in the

appli cati on that is owned , leased, o r otherwise hel d under the control of the appli cant or p ermitt ee 

where the comm erci al ca nnabis acti vit y will be or i s conducted. The pr emi se s s hall be a conti guous 

area  and shall  onl y be oc cupied b y one pe rmitt ee.

(aj) “Promotional  material s ” means an y form, l ett e r, ci rcular, p amphl et, publ ica ti on,

or other written mate rial  directed to a  custom er or  prospecti ve custom e r to induce ret ail  sales. 

P romotional m aterial does not include permitt ed signs, displa ys, de corati on s, cannabis 

acc essories, or cannabis  goods fu rnished b y a li ce nsed cult ivator, li censed  manufactur er, licens ed 

dist ributor, licensed mi cr obusiness, or licensed c a nnabis event or ganiz er to  a retail l icense e for 

advertisi ng pu rposes. P ro mot ional materials s hall  have no int rinsic or s e co ndar y value.

(ak) “Publicly owned land ” m eans an y buil ding o r re al  propert y that is owned, le ased,

or occupied b y a cit y, co unt y, state, f eder al, or ot her  governm ent entit y.

(al) “Purchaser ” m  eans the c ustom er who is en ga ged i n a transa cti on with a per mi tt ee

for purposes of obt aini ng cannabis or  cannabis pro ducts.

(am) “Residential area ” is an  area th at i s withi n  600 feet of an y sin gle -f ami l y or

mul ti fami l y residenc e, ot her than comm e rcial hote ls, m otels, and simi lar establis hments for 

temporar y lod gin g.
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(an) “Retai l area ” mea ns a bu il ding, room, or other  area that is open to t he publi c,

upon the licensed r etailer  premi ses authoriz ed to e nga ge in retail sal es in which cannabis  goods 

are sold or displ a yed  as  governed b y the p rovisions of Chapter 3 o f the  fina l regul ati ons .

(ao) “Retai ler ” me ans a store front comm ercial canna bis business that offers c annabis,

cannabis produ cts, or d e vices for the use of cann abis or c annabis produ cts, eit her indi viduall y or 

in an y combi nati on, for retail sale, includin g deli ver y from that stor efront locati on , pursuant to 

ex press authoriz ati on, cannabis and cannabis pr oducts as part of a retail sale, and where the 

operator holds a vali d comm ercial cannabis bu siness permit from the Cit y authoriz ing that 

operati on of a ret ail er an d a vali d state license as r equired b y st ate law to operate a retail cann abis

business .

(ap) “Sell ,” “sale, ” and “to s ell ” include an y trans acti o n whereb y,  for an y

considerati on, ti tl e to can nabis or cann abis produc ts are transf err ed from  on e person to anothe r, 

and includes the deli ve r y of cannabis o r cann abis products pursuant t o an o rder pla ced fo r the 

purchase o f the same  and  soliciti ng or re ceivi n g an  order fo r the same, but d oes not include the 

return b y the ori ginal pur chaser to the l o cati on wh ere the p roduct was pu rchased.

(aq) “Sublet” means to le ase o r rent all or pa rt of a le as ed or rent ed prope rt y.

(ar) “T esti ng  laboratory ”  means  a  laborator y,  facil it y,  or  enti t y  in  the  state  that  offers

or perfo rms tests of cann abis or  cann abis products  and that is both of the fo ll owing:

(1)  Ac credit ed  b y  an  ac c redit ing  bod y  that  is  independent  f rom  all  other  persons 

invol ved in commercial c annabis acti vit y in t he S t ate; and

(2) Holds a vali d comm e rcial cann abis business permit from t he  Cit y and  a  state 

li cense as r equired.

(as) “T ransport ” means the tr ansfer o f cann abis produ cts from t he permitt ed bu siness

locati on of one li cens ee t o the permitt ed business l ocati on of anothe r licens ee, for th e purposes of

conducti ng comm erci al c annabis  acti vit y.

(at) “Vehicle alarm syst em” i s a device o r series o f devices ins talled to discour age

theft of the vehicl e or its contents and is i ntended t o summon gene ral attenti on or to summ on law 

enforc ement as a  result  o f an indi cati on of an  att e mpt ed brea ch o f the vehi cle.

(au) “Y outh center ” means an y publi c or p rivate f acil it y that is primaril y used t o host

recr eati onal or so cial acti vit ies for minors, including, but not  li mi ted to, private  youth 

membership or ganiz ati ons or clubs, social servic e  teena ge  club fa cil it ies, video arcades, or 

sim il ar amusement park f acil it ies.
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S ec. 13-155. Location an d  Distance Req u ire men ts

S torefront r etail comm er cial c annabis businesses  are p ermitt ed to  en ga ge  i n comm erci al c annabis 

acti vit ies subject t o the f ol lowing z oning and loc a ti onal requirements:

(a) The comm er cial cann ab is business must be located on propert y z oned heav y

comm ercial, tourist comm ercial, gene ral comm er cial, li ght manufacturin g or in successor z ones as 

ma y be cr eated from ti m e to ti me, and must me et all of the requi rements fo r dev elopm ent in these 

z ones. A comm ercial ca nnabis business ma y not be located in the do wntown comm erci al , offic e 

comm ercial, civi c cent er, li mi ted use, manufacturi ng business p ark, gen eral manufacturin g, o r an y 

residential  z one.

(b) The prop ert y on which t he c annabis business is located must also meet al l of the

dist ance r equirements li st ed below . All dist ances s hall be me asured in a str ai ght li ne without rega rd 

to i ntervening stru ctures,  ex cept as listed in sub secti on (b)(3).

(1) The buil ding shall b e not be withi n fift y (50) feet o f an y r esidentiall y z oned 

or residentiall y used p arcel in the Cit y, a nei ghbori ng cit y, or unincorpor ated 

count y. The dist an ce sh all be measu red in a strai ght li ne f rom the closest 

ex terior wall  to t he reside nti al parcel bounda r y li ne.

(2) The par cel shall not be lo cated withi n a six hundre d (600 ) foot r adius from 

an y p ar cel in the Cit y, a nei ghborin g cit y, or unincorporated count y 

containing an y of the foll owing:

A. A school providing inst ructi on in kindergart en or an y gr ades 1 

through 12, (wh ether p ubli c, private, or chart e r, including pre - 

school, transit ional kinder gart en, and K -12) that is in ex istence at 

the tim e the permit i s is sued;

B. A  comm ercial  da yc are  c enter  li cen sed  b y  the  Cit y,  another  cit y,  or 

Count y that is in ex ist ence at t he ti me the permit i s is sued;

C . A  youth  c enter  that  is  in  ex ist ence  at  the  ti me  the  permit  is  iss ued; 

or

D. A publi c park that i s in e x istence at t he ti me the p ermit i s is sued.

(3) For the purposes of thi s subsecti on (b), the dist ance measur ement shall be 

without   regard   to   int er vening   structur es,   with   the   ex cepti on   o f   the
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following, in which case t he dist ance me asurement shall be the shortest path 

of travel a round the liste d int ervening stru ctures:

A. Freewa ys;

B. Rail roads;

(c) Each propose d cann abis business shall:

(1) Conform with the Cit y’s gener al plan, an y appli c able spe cifi c and d esign 

requirements;

(2) Compl y with all applicab le z oning and rel ated dev elopm ent st andards;

(3) Be construct ed in a manner that mi nim iz es odors to surrounding uses, and 

promotes quali t y desi gn and constru cti on, an d consistenc y with the 

surrounding p roperties;

(4) Be ad equate in siz e and shape to accomm odate the ya rds, wall s, fenc es, 

parking and loadin g f aci li ti es, la ndscaping and a ll it ems required for the 

developm ent;

(5) Be se rved b y stre ets an d highwa ys adequ ate in width and im proved as 

necessa r y to ca rr y the kin d and quanti t y of t raf fic s uch use will  gener ate;

(6) Be provided with ade quate electricit y, sew a ge, disposal, water, fire 

protecti on , storm d rain f a cil it ies and other uti li ti es for the int ended purpose ; 

and

(7) P rovide landscapin g and other buff erin g if adjac e nt to residential uses, as 

directed b y the Communi t y Dev elopm ent Dire ctor .

S ec. 13-156.   Bu il din g Per mits an d  In sp ection

P rior to commencin g op e rati ons, and at all t im es t herea fter, a comm ercial c annabis business shall 

be subject t o a mandator y buil ding inspe cti on, and must obt ain all required permits and approvals 

which would otherwise be required for an y busi ness of the same siz e an d int ensit y op erati n g in 

that z one. This includes b ut is not li mi ted to obtain ing an y r equired buil ding permit(s), P oli ce and 

Fire Depa rtment appro vals, and other z oning and land use permit( s) and app rovals. No 

modi ficati ons to the structure of th e premi ses sh all be made without r eq uired approv als li sted 

above.
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S ec. 13-157.   Reserv ed

S ec. 13-158.   Righ t to Occu p y an d  to Use  Prop er ty

As a condit ion precedent to the Cit y’s iss uance of a comm ercial cannabis business permit pursuant 

to thi s Chapter, an y perso n int ending to open and t o operat e a comm er cial c annabis business shall 

provide sufficient eviden ce, which suffi cienc y sha ll be determi ned in the reasonable discreti on of 

the Comm unit y Dev elopm ent Director , of the le ga l right to occup y and to use the proposed locati on 

for the proposed comm er cial cannabis acti vit y. In the event the proposed locati on will be leased

or rent ed f rom anothe r p erson, the appli cant sh all be r equired to provide a signed and notariz ed 

statement from all owner s of the propert y, a cknow ledgin g that the prope rt y owners hav e read thi s 

Chapter and consent to th e oper ati on of the comm e rcial c annabis business o n the owner ’s  propert y.

S ec. 13-159.   Maximu m  Nu mb er  an d  Typ e  of  Authorized  Co mm e rcial  Cann ab is 

Bu sin esses Per mit ted

The number of store front retail comm erci al cannab is businesses permitt ed to operate in the 

Cit y sh all  be two (2) or o therwise as est abli shed by Resolut ion  of the Cit y Council .

(a) This Chapter is onl y int en ded to create a max im um number of comm er cial c a nnabis

businesses that ma y b e iss ued permits to operate in the Cit y. Nothing in thi s Chapter creates a 

mandate that the Cit y m ust iss ue an y o r all of th e comm er cial cann abis b usiness permits if i t is 

determi ned that th e appli cants do not me et the sta ndards which ar e establis hed in the appli cati on 

requirements or furth er amendments to the appli cati on process or that the Cit y Council , upon 

further deli be rati on , det ermines that the iss uanc e of an y or all comm er cial cann abis business 

permits will im pact the publi c safet y, welf are or o ther poli c y conce rns whi ch ma y b e detrimental 

in t he iss uance of thes e p ermits .

(b) Each cal endar ye ar follo wing the Cit y’s ini ti al a ward of pe rmits , if an y, or at an y

tim e in the Cit y Coun cil ’s discreti on, th e Cit y C ouncil ma y r eassess th e number of comm er cial

cannabis business p ermits which a re authoriz ed fo r iss uance. The Cit y Co uncil , in it s discreti on, 

ma y det ermine b y R esolut ion that the number of comm ercial cann ab is per mi ts should be reduced, 

sta y the s ame, or be  ex panded.

S ec. 13-160.   Co mme rcial   Cann ab is   Bu sin ess   Per mit   R e q u ired   to   En gage   in 

Co mme rcial  Cann ab is Bu sin ess
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(a) No person ma y en ga ge in an y comm er cial cannabi s busi ness or in an y com mercial

cannabis a cti vit y withi n the Cit y, including but not li mi ted to cult ivation, manufactur e, processi ng, 

laborator y testing, tr ansporting, dispensing, spe ci al events, dist ribution, or sale of cannabis or a 

cannabis p roduct unless t he person (1) has a v ali d, curr ent comm e rcial can nabis business permit 

from the Cit y; (2 ) has a v ali d, current S tate S ell e r’ s P ermit; and (3) is cur rentl y in compl ianc e with 

all appli cable state and local l aws and regul ati ons pertaini ng to the comm er cial cannabis business 

and the comm ercial c an nabis acti vit ies, including the dut y to obtain a Cit y business permit and 

business li cense and an y required state li censes. Enga gin g in a comm er ci al cannabis business or 

in an y comm er cial canna bis acti vit y includ es estab li shing, ownin g, man a ging, conducti n g, le asin g 

to, operati ng,  causin g, pe rmitt ing, aidi ng, ab ett ing,  sufferin g or con ce ali ng t he fact of su ch an a ct.

(b) The r equirements for iss uance of a Cit y pe rmit ar e in addit ion t o all those required

for a curr ent state li cens e as provided b y stat e law and Chapter 3 o f the fin al regulations iss ued b y 

the Bu reau of Cann abis C ontrol, as those ma y be a mended f rom ti me to ti me. Evidenc e of a curr ent

state li cense must  be pro vided b y the  retaile r.

(c) No im mediate f ami l y me mber of an y Cit y Counci l member is eli gibl e to ap pl y fo r

or obtain a comm er cial cannabis business p ermi t. As used h ere, “im me diate fami l y membe r”
means spouse, domestic  partner,  chil d, parent, bro t her or sis ter.

S ec.  13-161. Pro ced u res  an d  Eli gib ili ty  to  S e ek  a  Co mme r cial  Cann ab is  Bu sin ess 

Pe r mit

(a) P rocedures. Th e Comm unit y Developm ent D irector shall dev elop an d make

avail able w ritten procedu res , rules and forms to govern the appli cati on pro cess for a Cit y pe rmit , 

the manner in which the decisi on will be made rega rding rankin g of appli c ati ons for such permit 

as well as the nature of an d steps for iss uanc e of an y c omm erci al c annabis b usiness permit(s) . S uch 

procedur es will set out the detailed, obje cti ve revi ew crite ria to be evaluate d on a point s ystem o r 

equivalent quanti tative e valuation scale ti ed to ea ch set o f r eview criteri a . There shall be sepa rate 

criteria fo r preli mi nar y a nd for final revie w. The crit eria shall include but are not li mi ted to the 

following provisions ; (i) for pa ym ent of a comm unit y b enefit fee to the City; evidenc e of a curr ent 

state li cense; compl eti on of ba ck ground c hecks, i f requir ed, and ce rtain fi nancial r equirements. 

All procedur es shall be p osted on the Cit y websit e .

(b) Each appli cant shall ex ecute an a gr eement, in a form approved b y the Cit y

Attorne y, r eleasin g the Cit y from an y li abil it y associat ed with the selecti on pro cess and 

indemnif yin g, def endin g (at appli cant’s sole cost and ex pense with counse l chosen b y the Cit y) , 

and holdi ng the Cit y, it s elected offici als, offic ers, empl o ye es, r epres en tatives, att orne ys and 

agents, harmless, f rom a n y and all claims, loss es, dama ges, inj uries, li abil it ies, fines, penalt ies or 

loss es which arise out of,  or which ar e in an y w a y related to, t he Cit y’ s revi ew or  iss uanc e of a
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comm ercial c annabis business permit, the City’ s d ecisi on to approve the operati on of the

comm ercial cann abis bus iness or acti vit y, including but not li mi te d to the pr ocess used b y the Cit y 

in making it s decisi on, or the all eged viol ati on of an y fed eral, state or local l aws b y the comm er cial 

cannabis business or  an y of its officers,  empl o ye es  or agents.

(c) P reli mi nar y Revi ew: Ba sed upon the r eview crit eria dev eloped und er sub secti on

(a) a bove, a preli mi nar y determi nati on of eli gibi li ty will be ma de b y the Co mm unit y D evelopm ent

Director bas ed upon compl eti on and submiss ion of an appli cati on and pa yment of the appli cati on 

fee durin g a d efined appl icati on period. Late, inc ompl ete or a ppli cati ons which do not meet the 

requirements of this  C ha pter shall  be retu rned  wit hout considerati on .   No f ees will  be return ed.

(d) Final Review: Tho se appli cants app roved a f ter the pr eli mi nar y revie w will be asked

to submi t additi onal, m ore detailed inform ati on such as (b y w a y of ex ampl e onl y) a business pl an 

and structure o f a comm unit y bene fit fee in order to conti nue in the eli gibi li t y pro cess. The re will 

be an addit ional C it y fee char ged for the revie w of the more detailed submis sion. S uch submiss ion 

shall be made durin g a d efined pe riod. At the en d of that period, the Comm unit y D evelopm ent

Director, Chief of P oli ce and Financ e Director shall review, rank and r ecomm end to the Cit y 

Mana ger th e top t wo app li can ts

(e) S electi on of Retailers: The Cit y M ana ger shall d etermi ne the final two ap pli cants

eli gibl e to appl y for a Cit y p ermit . The Cit y Mana ger ma y d etermi ne there is onl y one fin al

appli cant or that ther e ar e no such appli ca nts. The Cit y Mana ger also ma y d esi gnate appli c ants 

not ranked in the final two who will be eli gibl e to appl y fo r a Cit y permit if one or more of the two 

appli cants does not appl y fo r or does not r eceive a comm erci al cannabis permit. At the ti me of 

determi nati on  of  th e  fin al  appli cant(s ),  the  appli cati ons  submit ted  b y  su ch  appli c ants  will  be 

avail able fo r publi c revie w.

below.

(f) The  Cit y  Man a ge r’s  dete rminati on  ma y  b e  appe aled  pursuant  to  S ecti on  13 -163,

S ec. 13-162 Reserved

S ec. 13-163. App eals of  Qu alif ication  an d  Rank in g  Deter mi n ations

(a) W it hin twent y (20) c ale ndar da ys aft er th e dat e of w ritten noti ficati on of the

determi nati on b y the Cit y Man a ger, an a ggriev e d appli cant ma y appe al such determi nati on b y 

filing a w ritten appe al with the Cit y Clerk s ett ing f orth the reasons wh y th e determi nati on was not 

proper. If no appe al of a d etermi nati on is made withi n such twent y-d a y peri od, the Cit y M ana ge r’s 

determi nati on shall  be fi nal.
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(b) At  the  ti me  of  filing  th e  appell ant  shall  p a y  the  appe al  fee  as  establis hed  b y

Resolut ion of the Cit y C ouncil  from t im e to t im e.

(c) An y appeal st a ys the d eci sion under appe al.

(d) Upon rec eipt of the w ritten appe al, t he Cit y Clerk shall set t he matter fo r a hearin g

before th e Bo ard o f Appe als . The Bo ard o f Appe al s shall hear the m att er as an appell ate bod y and

shall determi ne if the selecti on of the eli gibl e two appli cants compl ied with the provisions of the 

review criteri a, thi s chapt er and state la w. Th e h ea ring pu rsuant to the writ t en procedures set fo rth 

b y the Cit y and provided  to t he appell ant.

(e) The decisi on of the  Boa r d of Appeals  is final.

S ec. 13-164. Lan d  Use En title men t  Proces s to Ob tain Commercia l Can n ab is  Per mit

(a) An appli cant dete rmined to be eli gibl e to obtain a c omm ercial c annabis p er mi t shall

have ninet y (90 ) calend ar da ys to file a compl ete la nd use appli cati on for the comm ercial cann abis

permit, unless otherwis e ex tended b y writ ten a greement of the Comm unit y Deve lopm ent Dir ector. 

A compl ete appli c ati on includes pa yment of the  a ppli cable fe e or deposit.

(b) An appli cati on for a comm ercial cannabis perm it shall be processed in a manner

sim il ar to that set out in C it y Code Chapter 29, A rticle V, Division 6 o f thi s Cit y Code, sp ecific all y

including appli c able envi ronmental revie w. Of ficial iss uance of the comm e rcial c annabis business 

permit(s), howeve r, is c ondit ioned upon the appli cant obtaining all requi red land use app rovals 

with associated environm ental rev iew as w ell as agreein g to all terms and condit ions of the permit.

(c) Fail ure to appl y for a comm ercial c annabis pe r mi t withi n 90 calendar da ys of s electi on 

shall disquali f y th at appli cant for at least on e ye ar. In the ev ent an eli gibl e a ppli cant is disquali fied 

The Cit y M ana ger ma y of fer another eli gibl e appli c ant the opportuni t y to enter the land use process 

on the same terms and  co ndit ions .

S ec. 13-165. Ter m an d  Cond ition s  of  the Commer cial  Cann ab is  Per mi t.

(a) The permit shall includ e all requir ements of st ate law and regulations and of thi s

Chapter and specificall y th ose rega rding r ecord keepin g, securit y me asu res, mi nors, hours of

operati on and othe r matt ers.
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(b) The comm er cial c annabi s busines s permit shall be for a term o f thre e yea rs and

shall ex pire at the end of each thre e- ye ar period un less renewed as provided herein. Furthermore, 

no permitt ee ma y be gin o perati ons, notwit hstanding the iss uanc e of a p ermit, unless all of the state 

and local laws and regu lations, including but not li mited to the requirements of thi s Chapter, 

appli cable buil ding p ermi ts, and condit ions of the c omm ercial cann abis business permit, have be en 

met.

(c) The comm er cial cann abis business  shall  be subjec t t o annual  inspecti on.

S ec. 13-166 Ren ew al Ap p li cations

(a) An appli cati on for rene w al of a comm ercial cann a bis business permit shall be filed

at least ninet y (90) d a ys p rior to the ex pirati on date of the curr ent permit. It is the sole r esponsi bil it y

of the comm ercial canna bis business owner or operator to file for su ch a renew al. It is not the 

responsi bil it y o f the Cit y to provide a r emi nder alt hough the Cit y ma y c hoose to do so. If not 

renew ed, the permit ex pires. Notwithstanding an y other provisions of thi s Code, another permit 

ma y b e obtained onl y thr ough the p rocess es set ou t i n thi s Ordinance.

(b) The ren ewal appli c ati on shall contain all the information required f or new

appli cati ons and shall  be  current  as of the dat e of t he rene wal.

(c) The appli cant shall pa y a separat e ren ewal f ee in a n amount to be set b y R es olut ion

of the Cit y Council to cover th e dire ct and in direct costs o f pro cessi ng th e r enew al permit 

appli cati on.

(d) An appli cati on for rene wal of a comm ercial ca nnabis business permit shall be

rejected i f an y of the  following ex ist s:

(1) The appli cati on for r ene wal is filed less than ninet y (90 ) da ys befo re the 

ex pirati on of the comm er cial cann abis business per mi t unless the permit has 

been in ef fect onl y fo r 90  da ys o r less. .

(2) The comm er cial cann abis business permit is suspended or r evoked at the 

ti me of the appli cati on.

(3) The comm er cial cann abis business has not been in regular and conti nuous 

operati on in the six (6) mont hs prior to the renewal appli cati on unless the 

permit has been in e ffe ct  onl y for 90 d a ys or less.
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(4) The comm e rcial cann a bis business has fail e d to confo rm to th e 

requirements of this Chapter, or of an y regul ati ons adopted pursuant t o this 

Chapter.

(5) The permitt ee f ail s or is unable to rene w its S t ate of Cali fornia license.

(6) If the Cit y has determi ne d, based on subst anti al ev idence, that the pe rmitt ee 

or appli cant is in viol ati on of the requirem ents of thi s Chapter, of the Cit y 

Code, or of the state rules and regul ati ons, and the Cit y or state h as 

determi ned that th e viol at ion is grounds for termi n ati on or r evocati on o f the 

comm ercial c annabis bus iness permit.

(e) The Comm unit y Develop ment Director , after cons ult ati on with the Chief of  P oli ce

, is authoriz ed to make al l decisi on s conc ernin g th e iss uance of a ren ewal p ermit. In makin g the 

decisi on, the Communi t y Developm ent Dir ector o r design ee (s) is authoriz e d to i mpose addit ional 

condit ions t o a ren ewal p ermit, if it is determined to be ne cessa r y to ensu re compl iance with stat e 

or fede ral or loc al laws a nd regulations or to prese rve the publi c he alt h, safet y or w elfar e. Appe als 

from the decisi on of the Comm unit y D evelopm en t Director shall be m ade t o the Cit y Mana ger; an 

appeal fr om the decisi on of the Cit y Mana ger shall go to t he Bo ard of Appe als pursuant to S ecti on

13-163 above.

(f) If a ren ewal appli cati on i s reject ed, a person ma y f il e a ne w appli c ati on purs uant to

thi s C hapter no sooner than one (1)  ye ar  from t he  date of the r ejecti on.

(g) If the comm e rcial cann a bis busi ness does not intend to renew the permit and will

not be filing an appli c ati on to do so, the Cit y mu st be noti fied at least nin et y (90) c alenda r da ys

before th e ex pirati on date of the pe rmit.

(h) Upon ex pirati on of an y permit, the comm er cial c annabis bu siness must close and

remove it s sign a ge, equi pment and propert y from the P remi ses. Fail ur e to close will result in an 

abatement a cti on b y the  Cit y with all costs of aba tement   recov ered  from t he business .

S ec. 13-167.   Revocation of  Per mits

Comm ercial cann abis business permits ma y b e suspended o r revok e d b y the Comm unit y 

Developm ent Dir ector f or an y viol ati on o f an y l aw and/or an y rule, regu lation and/or standa rd 

adopted pursuant t o thi s C hapter or pursu ant t o state or f eder al l aw  or r e gu lations.

S ec. 13-168.   Eff ect of  S tate Licen se  S u sp en sion , Revocation, or Ter min ation
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S uspension of a li cense iss ued b y the S tate of Cali f ornia, or b y an y of it s dep artments or divi sions , 

shall im mediatel y suspen d the abil it y of a comm e r cial cannabis business to operate withi n the Cit y, 

unti l the S tate of Cali forn ia, or it s resp ecti ve dep art ment or divi sion, reinst ates or r eiss ues the S tate 

li cense. S hould the S tate of Cali fornia, or an y of it s departments or divi sions , revoke or termi nate 

the li cense o f a comm ercial cannabis busin ess, such revo cati on or termi nati on shall also 

im mediatel y revok e or te rminate the abil it y o f a c omm ercial cann abis business to operate withi n 

the Cit y without further a cti on b y the Comm unit y Developm ent Dir ector ot h er than noti ce o f such 

autom ati c termi nati on.

S ec. 13-169.   City’s Rese rvation of  Righ ts

The Cit y’s det erminati on is discreti ona r y. The Cit y rese rves th e ri ght to r eject an y or all ini ti al 

appli cati ons. P rior to per mi t iss uance, the Cit y ma y also modi f y, postpone, or canc el an y r equest 

for appli cati ons, or th e en ti re pro gram und er thi s Chapter, at an y ti me without li abil it y, obli gati on, 

or comm it ment to an y part y, firm, or o r ganiz ati on, to the ex tent permitt ed b y la w. P ersons 

submit ti ng appli cati ons assum e the risk that all or an y pa rt of the progr am, or an y particul ar 

cate gor y of pe rmit potentiall y authoriz ed under thi s Chapter, ma y b e can ce ll ed at an y ti me prior 

to permit iss uance. The Ci t y fu rther r eserv es the right to request and obtain addit ional information 

from an y candidat e submit ti ng an appli cati on. In addit ion to an y othe r just ificati on provided, 

including a fail ure to c ompl y with other requir ements in thi s Chapter, an appli cati on R IS KS 

BE IN G REJ ECTED for an y o f the followin g reas ons:

(1) The appli cati on was  rec e ived after  th e desi gnated  ti me and date ;

(2) The  appli cati on  did  not  contain  the  required  el e ments,  ex hibits,  or  was  not  full y 

responsi ve to  the requ est for permit applicati on.

Notwithstanding an ythi ng in thi s Chapter to the contrar y, the Cit y Counc il reserves the ri ght to 

reject an y or all appli cati ons if it determi nes it would be in the best int erest of the Cit y, takin g int o 

account an y healt h, sa fet y and welf are im pa ct s on the comm unit y. Applic a nts shall have no ri ght 

to a comm ercial cann abis business permit unti l a permit is actuall y iss ued, and then onl y for the 

durati on of the p ermit ter m. Each appli cant assum es the risk that, at an y ti m e prior to the iss uance 

of a permit, the Cit y Council ma y te rminate or dela y the pro gr am created under thi s Chapter or 

otherwise revis e, amend,  or repe al t his C hapter.

S ec. 13-170.   Pe rson s  Proh ib ited  f rom  Hol d in g  a  Commer cial  Cann abis  Bu sin ess 

Pe r mit  o r Bein g Emp lo yed  b y a Commer cial  Cann ab is Bu sin ess
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(a) No person ma y hold a co mm ercial c annabis busin ess permit , or b e empl o yed b y a

comm ercial c annabis bus ines s in t he Cit y if  an y of  the foll owing condit ions  ex ist :

(1) The appli cant , permitt ee, or empl o ye e has be en denied a comm ercia l 

cannabis business permit, or sim il ar li cense, or has had such a permit or 

li cense suspend ed o r r ev oked b y an y cit y, count y, cit y and count y o r an y 

state cannabis li censin g authorit y, or is in viol ati on of the terms of such 

li cense or of stat e l aw or regulations, wh ether or not the li cense has b een 

denied, suspended o r rev oked;

(2) The appli cant, p ermitt ee, or empl o yee , or the o w ner of th e propert y upon 

which the proposed com mercial c annabis a cti vit y is to occur, was found b y 

the appropri ate tax ing a genc y to hav e be en in non- compl iance with f eder al, 

state or local t ax laws or fail ed to report income fr om commercial cannabis 

acti vit ies to feder al, st ate , or local  governm ent i n viol ati on of law.

W it hin fifteen (15) calend ar da ys of an y other c h an ge in the info rmati on pro vided in the appli cati on 

form or an y chan ge in status of compl iance with the provisions of thi s Chapter, including an y 

chan ge in th e comm er cia l cannabis business loc ati on or owne rship or man a gem ent members, the 

appli cant shall fi le an up dated appli cati on form with the C omm unit y De velopm ent Director for 

review alon g with the appli cati on amendment fee. Fail ur e to provid e such information is a 

viol ati on of thi s C hapter and could result  in permi t sus pension or revoc ati on .

S ec. 13-171.   Cann ab is Emp loyee R e q u iremen ts

(a) An y person who is an e mpl o yee withi n a comm ercial cann abis business must be

legall y authoriz ed to do so under appli cable state law. Additi onal requirements of state law and 

regulations s hall  be appli cable to deli ve r y empl o yees.

(b) A comm ercial cann abis business shall keep the following reco rds of eac h of it s

empl o ye es on file at the premi ses of the busines s to show conti nuing e mpl o yee eli gibi li t y for 

empl o yment:

(1) Name, addr ess, and phon e number of the  empl o ye e;

(2) Verific ati on of empl o ye e age and identit y. A cop y of a photo identificati on 

such as a Real ID , drive r’s li cense, gov ernment iss ued identificati on card, 

passport or othe r proo f th at the appli c ant is at le ast twent y-o ne (21 ) ye ars o f 

age;
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(3) A  li st  of  an y  crimes  en umerated  in  Cali fornia  Business  and  P rof essi ons 

Code S ecti on 26057(b)(4 ) for which th e empl o ye e  has been con victed;

(4) Name, addr ess, and co ntact person for all previous empl o yers of the 

empl o ye e for th e last ten (10) ye ars, includin g, but not li mi ted to, all 

empl o ye rs f rom which the appli c ant was fired, res igned, or asked to leav e 

and the re asons for such  dism iss al or firing;

(c) The permitt ee shall pro vide to the Chief of P oli ce , upon request, the records

described above in subs e cti on (b). The Chief o f P o li ce ma y revie w the r ec ords and ma y r equire

and/or condu ct a b ack gr ound check (at th e sole ex pense of the p ermitt ee ) to determi ne whethe r 

an y empl o ye e h as been  c onvicted of a c rime that s hows the empl o ye e:

(1) Is dishonest;  or

(2) Has comm it ted a f elo n y or mi sdeme anor invol ving f raud, dec eit , 

embez z lement;  or

(3) W as convicted of a viol e nt felon y,  a crime o f mor al t urpitude; or

(4) The il le gal us e, possessi on, transportati on, dist rib uti on or sim il ar a cti vit ies 

related to controlled su bstances, as de fined in the Fed eral Controlled 

S ubstances Act, ex cept for cann abis rel ated offenses for which th e 

conviction  occur red  afte r  the  pass a ge  of  the  Co mpassionate  Use  Act  of

1996.

13-172 Chan ge in  Ow n ersh ip

(a) The person gr anted a c omm ercial cann abis business permit shall not transfe r

ownership or control of the permit to anothe r pe rson unless and unti l the transfe ree obtains an 

amendment to the permit from the Comm unit y De velopm ent Director stating that t he transfer ee is 

now the p ermitt ee. S uch an amendment ma y b e o btained onl y if the trans f eree files an appli c ati on 

with the Comm unit y De velopm ent Director in a c cordanc e with all provisions of thi s Chapter (as 

though the tr ansfe ree were appl yin g for an o rigi nal comm ercial can nabis business permit) 

accompani ed b y a transf e r fe e in amount set b y R e solut ion of the Cit y Coun cil (or if not s et, shall 

be the same amount as the appli cati on fee), and the Comm unit y Developm ent Director determi nes 

in acco rdanc e with thi s Chapter that the transf er ee pass ed the b ack groun d check requi red for 

permitt ees  and  meets  all  other  requirem ents  of  this  Chapter.  No  transfer  of  ownership  ma y  oc cur
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withi n one yea r (1) of the date the comm ercial cann abis business permit is ori ginall y iss ued , ex cept 

as provided below in sub secti on (d).

(b) Comm ercial cannabis bu siness permits iss ued through the grant of a tr ansfe r b y the

Cit y Mana ger sh all be v al id for the rem aini ng p erio d of the ori ginal li cens e. Befo re th e trans fer ee’s

permit ex pires, the transferee shall appl y for a r enewal pe rmit in the manner requir ed b y thi s 

Chapter.

(c) Changes in owne rship of a permitt ee ’s busin ess str ucture or a subst anti al ch ange in

the ownership o f a p ermi tt ee busin ess entit y (ch an ges that result in a ch an ge of mor e than 51 % of 

the origin al ownership), must be approved b y th e Comm unit y D evelopm en t Director throu gh the 

transfer p rocess cont aine d in subsecti on (a). Fail u re to compl y with thi s provision is grounds for 

permit revoc ati on.

(d) A permitt ee ma y chan ge the form of business enti t y without appl yin g to the

Comm unit y Dev elopm en t Director for a tr ansfe r of permit, provided that the membership of the 

new  business  enti t y  is  su bstantiall y  sim il ar  to  the  original  pe rmit  holder  bu siness  enti t y  (at  le ast 

51% of th e membe rship i s identical) . The permit holder is r equired to not if y th e Cit y Man a ger in 

writ ing of the ch an ge wi thi n ten (10) calenda r da ys of the chan ge. Fail ur e to compl y with thi s 

provision i s grounds for  permit revoc ati on.

(e) No comm er cial cannabis business pe rmit ma y be transf err ed wh en the Cit y h as

noti fied the permitt ee tha t t he permit has been or  ma y b e suspended o r rev oked.

(f) An y att empt to transfer a comm erci al cannabis b usiness permi t eit her dir ectl y o r

indi rectl y in viol ati on of thi s secti on is hereb y d ec lared void, and such a pu rported trans fer sh all

be deemed  a viol ati on of  thi s C hapter as well  as  gr ounds for revo cati on of t he permit.

S ec. 13-173.   Chan ge of  Location

The locati on spe cified in the comm erci al cann abi s business permit ma y n ot chan ge without an 

amendment to the permit, processed in the same manner as an ini ti al permit pursuant to the process 

and fees s et forth i n thi s C hapter.

S ec. 13-174.   City Bu sin ess  Licen se

Notwithstanding an y other requir ements of thi s Chapter, p rior to comm enc ing oper ati ons, and at 

all ti mes thereafter, a co mm ercial cann abis business shall maintain a vali d Cit y business li cense, 

renew abl y annual l y.
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S ec.13-175   Limitation s on  City’s Liab il ity

To the fullest ex tent permitt ed b y law, the Cit y does not and sh all not assum e an y li abil it y 

whatsoever with respe ct to having iss ued a comm ercial c annabis business permit pursuant to thi s 

Chapter or other wise app roving th e op erati on of an y comm e rcial c annabis b usiness. As a condit ion 

to the approval o f an y c omm ercial c annabis busi ness permit, the appli c a nt shall be requir ed to 

demonstrate to the Cit y Clerk that the appli c ant meet s all of the followin g c ondit ions before r eceipt 

of the comm er cial cann a bis business permit:

(a) P rovide evidenc e of c omm ercial li abil it y, wo rkers’ compensati on an d other

insurance at cov erage li mi ts, and with condit ions thereon d etermi ned n e cessar y and app ropriate

from t im e to t im e b y the  Risk M anager.

(b) Reim burse the Cit y for all direct and indi r ect costs and ex penses, includin g but not

li mi ted to legal fees and c osts and court costs , which the Cit y ma y be requir e d to pa y as a result of

an y le gal chall en ge rel ate d to the Cit y’s app roval of the appli cant’s comm er cial cannabis business 

permit, or related to t he  Cit y’s approv al of a com mercial c annabis acti vit y.

S ec.  13-176.   Record s an d  Reco rd k ee p in g

(a) Each person gr anted a co mm ercial cann abis business shall maintain accurat e books

and records in an electro nic format, d etaili ng all o f the r evenu e s and ex penses of the business, an d 

all of it s assets and liabiliti es. On no less than an annual basis (at or before t he ti me of the renewal 

of a comm e rcial c annabi s business permit iss ued pursuant to thi s Chapter) , or at an y ti me upon 

reasonabl e request of the Comm unit y Developm en t Director or Financ e Director , each comm er cial 

cannabis business shall f il e a swo rn statement de taili ng the number o f sal es b y the comm er cial 

cannabis business durin g th e pr evious twelve -m onth period (o r short er period bas ed upo n th e 

ti mi ng of the requ est), pr ovided on a p er -mont h b a sis . The statement sh all a lso include gross sal es 

for ea ch mont h, and all appli cable tax es paid or due to be paid, including, but not li mi ted to, 

empl o ye e withhol dings.

(b) On an annual basis , at the request of the Cit y Finan ce Director, e ach pe rmitt ee shall

submit to the Cit y a fin ancial audit of th e busin ess’s oper ati ons conduct ed b y an indep endent 

certified publi c ac counta nt. At the request of the Financ e Directo r, each p ermitt ee shall provide 

copies of th e last thr ee ( 3) yea rs of their loc al, st ate and fed eral tax return s so that the Cit y ma y 

verif y the inform ati on provided above; an y such  r eturns provided shall  be  kept confidential .
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(c) Each pe rmitt ee shall be subject to a regulator y compl ianc e review and financial audit 

as determi ned b y the  Fin ance Dir ector.

(d) Each p erson granted a comm ercial cann abis bu siness permit shall mai ntain a

current r e gist er of the n ames and the cont act in formation (includi ng th e name, addr ess, and 

telephone number) o f an yo ne o wning o r holdi ng an int erest in the comm er cial cannabis business, 

and sepa ratel y o f all th e offic ers, m ana ge rs, e mpl o yees, and a gents c urrentl y empl o yed or 

otherwise en ga ged b y the co mm ercial c annabis bu siness. The regist er r equ ired b y thi s pa ragr aph 

shall  be provided to the  C omm unit y Dev elopm en t Director  upon a  reason a ble request.

(e) As required b y regulatio ns set out b y the Bur eau and thi s Chapter, a ll commercial

cannabis busines ses shall maintain an inventor y control and reporting sys tem that accur atel y 

documents the present locati on, amount s, and descriptions of all cannabis and cannabis produ cts 

for all stages of the grow ing and producti on or ma nufacturin g, labor ator y te sti ng a nd dist ribution 

processes unti l purchas e as set forth MAUCRS A. Additi onall y, all comm ercial cann abis 

businesses shall maintain records that identif y the source of all produ cts (co mpan y nam e, locati on, 

li cense numbers et c.).

(d) S ubject to an y r estri cti on s under the Hea lt h Insuran ce P ortabil it y and

Accountabili t y A ct (H IP AA) regulations, each co mm ercial cannabis business shall allow the Cit y 

acc ess to the business ’s books, records, account s, togeth er with an y oth er dat a or documents 

relevant t o it s p ermitt ed c omm ercial c annabis a cti vit ies, for the pu rpose o f conducti ng an audit o r 

ex ami nati on. Books, records, accounts, and an y and all relevant data or documents will be 

produced no later th an fo rt y- ei ght (48) hours aft er receipt of the Cit y’s req uest, unless otherwise 

sti pulated b y th e Cit y. T he Cit y ma y requir e the materials to be submit ted in an el ectronic format 

that is compatibl e with t he Cit y’s softw are and har dware.

S ec. 13-177. S ecu rity Measu r es

(a) In addit ion to the require ments of Chapter 3 of the final regulations of the Bureau

of Cannabis Control , in cludi ng but not li mi ted to S ecti on 5403.1, a comm er cial c annabis busines s 

shall im plement sufficient securit y measu res to deter and prev ent the una u thoriz ed entrance int o 

areas containin g c annabi s or cann abis products, to deter and prev ent the theft of c annabis or 

cannabis produ cts at the comm ercial cannabis bus iness and to det er and pr event loi terin g in and

around the business whil e open or closed . Thes e s ecurit y measu res shall in clude, but shall not be 

li mi ted to, all  of the following:

(1) P reventi ng indi viduals fr om remaining on the premi ses of the comm ercial 

cannabis business if the y are not en ga gin g in an a cti vit y dir ectl y rel ated to 

the permitt ed oper ati ons of the comm er cial cann a bis business.
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(2) Establishi ng li mi ted acce ss areas a ccessi ble onl y to authoriz ed comm ercial 

cannabis business pe rsonnel.

(3) All cannabis and canna bis products not displ a yed shall be stored in a 

secured and lo cked room, safe, or v ault . All cann ab is and cann abis produ cts, 

shall  be kept i n a manne r  as to prevent di version, t heft, and loss,

(4) Installi n g 24 -hour se curity surveil lan ce cam eras th at meet the requirements 

of the final r e gulations of the Bu reau and a re o f at least HD -quali t y to 

moni tor all entrances and ex it s to and from the premi ses, all int erior spaces 

withi n the comm erci al c a nnabis business which ar e open and acc essi ble to 

the publi c, all int erior spaces whe re c a nnabis, c ash or curren c y, is being 

stored for an y p eriod of ti me on a regular b asis and all int erior spaces wh ere 

diversion of cann abis co uld reasonabl y oc cur. Ca meras shall cle arl y show 

each point o f sale loc ati on, regist er with a ti me/date stamp. Video 

recordin gs shall be maintained for one yea r and shall be made avail able to 

the Cit y im mediatel y up on request. Video sh all be of suffi cient quali t y for 

effe cti ve prose cuti on of a n y c rime found to hav e o ccurr ed on the sit e of the 

comm ercial c annabis bus iness .

(5) S ensors such as mot ion detectors and acc eptab le to the Cit y shall be 

inst all ed to detect entr y a nd ex it  from all secure ar eas.

(6) P anic butt ons shall be installed in all comm ercial cannabis businesses 

withi n areas a cc essi ble  to custom ers.

(7) Install in g, maintaining, a nd moni to ring an alarm s ystem. The own er and 

operator sh all be subje ct to the Cit y’s s ecurit y alar m s ystems r equirements 

of Chapter 16, Art. X II o f this C ode.

(8) An y ba rs inst all ed on the windows or the doors of the comm ercial c annabis 

business shall be inst all e d onl y on th e int erior o f the buil ding as approv ed 

b y the Comm unit y Dev e lopm ent Department , Bu il ding Offi cial and Fir e 

Department.

(9) Uniformed li cens ed se cu rit y p ersonnel sh all be e mpl o yed to moni tor sit e 

acti vit y, cont rol loi terin g and sit e access, and to serve as a visual deterr ent 

to unlawful acti vit ies. S ecurit y pe rsonnel shall be on -sit e 24 hours a da y or 

as otherwise authoriz ed b y the Comm unit y Deve lopm ent Director in the 

terms  of  the  permit.  S ec urit y  personn el  mus t  be  li censed  b y  th e  S tate  of
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Cali fornia Bureau of S ecurit y and Investi gati ve S ervices personnel and 

shall be subject to the prior review and appr oval of the C omm unit y 

Developm ent Di rector, w it h such app roval not to b e unr easonabl y withheld. 

The Chief of P oli ce ma y require that such s ecurit y personnel be  armed.

(10) Each comm ercial cann a bis business shall have the cap abil it y to remain 

secure du rin g a pow er ou tage and shall ensur e that all acc ess doors ar e not 

solel y controlled b y an e lectronic ac cess pan el to ensure that locks ar e not 

releas ed durin g a pow er  outage.

(11) S ecurit y me asures sh all  c onform t o nati onal C rime  P reventi on Throu gh 

Environmental Desi gn ( CP TED) standards.

(b) Each comm ercial    cann abis    business    shall    id enti f y    a    d esi gnated    s ecurit y

repres entative/li aison  to  the  Cit y  who  shall  be  reasonabl y  av ail able  to  meet  with  Cit y  sta ff 

regardin g an y s ecurit y r elated measur es or and operati onal iss ues. The comm ercial c annabis 

business shall noti f y th e C omm unit y D evelopm en t Director and P oli ce Dep artment withi n twent y 

four (24) hou rs of a  chan ge in d esign ated se curit y repres entative/li aison.

(c) As part of the appli cati on and pe rmitt ing pro c ess , ea ch comm e rcial c annabis

business shall have a storage and transportati on plan, which describes in de tail the procedures for 

safel y and secu rel y stori ng and transpo rting all c annabis, c annabis produ c ts, and an y curr enc y in 

compl iance with state la ws and r e gulations .

(d) The comm erci al cannabis business shall cooperate with the Cit y when ever t he Cit y

makes a r equest, upon reasonable noti c e to th e co mm ercial c annabis busin ess, to inspect or audit 

the eff ecti veness of  an y s ecurit y plan or of  an y oth er req uir ement of thi s C hapter.

(e) A  comm erci al  cann abis  business  shall  noti f y the  C hief  of   P oli ce   and  Comm unit y

Developm ent Dire ctor  wi thi n twent y-fou r (24) hou rs after discov erin g an y o f the following:

(1) S ignificant discr epan cies identified durin g i nve ntor y. “S igni fican ce 

discrepan cies” sh all have the same meanin g as d e fined in S ecti on 5034 of 

the Bur eau  of Cann abis C ontrol  tex t of regulations .

(2) Diversion, theft, loss , or an y c riminal acti vit y in volvi ng the comm erci al 

cannabis business or an y a gent or empl o ye e of the comm ercial c annabis 

business.
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(3) The loss or unauthoriz ed alt er ati on of record s related to c annabis, 

regist erin g quali f yin g pat ients, primar y car e givers, or empl o ye es or a gents 

of the comm er cial cann a bis business.

(4) An y othe r bre ach  o f secu rit y.

S ec. 13-178. Restric tion on  Alcoh ol & Tob acco S ales

(a) No person sh all caus e or permit the sale, dispensing, o r consumpti on of al coholi c

beverages to an y pe rson  on the propert y oc cupied  b y the  comm ercial  canna bis business.

(b) No person shall cause or permit the sale of tobacco products to an y p erso n on the

propert y oc cupied b y the  comm ercial c annabis bus iness.

S ec. 13-179. Op erating Req u ire men ts

(a) No more than two (2) ret ail ers ma y op erat e withi n the Cit y at an y one ti me and no

more than th at number shall be iss ued a p ermit b y the Cit y. Onl y retail ers of ferin g storef ront

purchase ( custom ers purchase and obtain cannabis onsit e) ma y deli ver such products. There is no 

obli gati on for the Cit y to i ssue that num ber or an y comm ercial c annabis pe r mi ts.

(b) Retail comm ercial canna bis businesses ma y op erat e onl y durin g the hours specified

in the comm ercial cann a bis business permit iss ued b y the Cit y or as spe cif ied b y state r e gulation

(open for s ale and d eli ver y betw een 6:00 a.m.  and  10 p.m. P S T).

(c) On-sit e consumpti on of cannabis i s prohibit ed at all t im es b y all indi viduals on the

propert y and will  be  grou nds for cit y permit revo c ati on .

(d) No cann abis or cann abis products or graphics depicting cann abis or c annabis

products shall be visi ble or discer nable from the ex terior of an y p ropert y iss ued a comm e rcial 

cannabis business permi t, or on an y o f the vehi cles own ed or used as p art of the comm erci al 

cannabis business. No ou tdoor stora ge of  cannabis  or cannabis p roducts i s permitt ed at an y ti me.

(e) Reporting and Tra ckin g of P roduct and of Gross S ales. Each comm ercial cannabis

business shall compl y with state laws and regul ati ons regardin g t ra ckin g and tracin g the mov ement 

of c annabis. Th e comm e rcial cannabis business s hall ensure that su ch info rmati on is provided to 

the  Cit y at  the  sam e  ti me  as  to  the  Bu reau  of  Can nabis  Control .   S uch   information  shall   include
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but  is not li mited to the iden ti ficati on of the deli ve r y vehi cles used, including the number and t ype 

of deli ver y  vehi cles used .

(f) All cannabis and c annabi s products sold or deli ver ed shall be soli d and deli vered in

full conformance with the S tate and local regul ati ons. No cannab is or can nabis products ma y be

sold, dist ributed, or transferr ed out of the S tate.

(g) Emer genc y Contact. E ach comm ercial cann a bis business shall pro vide the

C omm unit y Dev elopm en t Director and Chief of P oli ce with the name, telephone number (both 

land li ne and mobi le, if a vail able) of an on -sit e empl o ye e or own er to whom emer gen c y noti ce ca n

be provided at an y hour o f the da y. Th e comm er cia l cannabis business shall noti f y the Comm unit y 

Developm ent Director an d Chief of P oli ce withi n 24 hours of an y ch an ge in such design ati on and 

provided updated cont act  information.

(i) S igna ge  and Notices.

(1) In addit ion to the r equir ements otherwise set for th in thi s secti on, 

business identificati on signa ge for a comm er cial cannabis business 

shall conform to the requirements of thi s sub -secti on as well as those 

of Chapter 22.1 of thi s C ode, including, but not li mi ted to, seekin g 

the issuance of  a Cit y si gn permit  if and when r eq uired.

(2) No signs placed on the premi ses of a comm ercial cannabis business 

shall  obstruct an y entran ce or ex it  to t he buil ding or an y window.

(3) Each entr ance to a comm ercial c ann abis busines s shall be visi bl y 

posted with a cle ar and legibl e noti c e indi cati n g that smokin g, 

ingesti n g, or otherwise c onsuming c annabis on t he premi ses or in 

the areas adja cent to the comm ercial cannabis business is prohibited.

(4) Business identificati on signa ge shall be li mi ted to that needed for 

identificati on onl y and s hall not contain an y lo gos or information 

that identifies, adv ertise s, or li sts the se rvices or the products 

offer ed. No comm erci al cannabis business shall a dvertise b y havin g 

a person holdi n g a si gn and adve rtisi ng the busi ness to passersb y, 

whether such person is on the premi ses of the comm ercial cannabis 

business or elsewhe re inc ludi ng, but not li mi ted to, the publi c right - 

of-wa y.
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(5) Advertisi ng shall meet the requirements of fed e r al, state and local 

laws and regulations sp e cificall y includin g those of the Bur eau of 

Cannabis C ontrol .

(h) Minors.

(1) As set out in state regul ati ons, p ersons und er the a ge of twent y-on e (21 ) 

ye a rs shall not be all owed on the P remi ses o f a comm er cial c annabi s 

business and shall not be all owed to se rve as a dri ver fo r a mobi le d eli ver y 

service. It shall be unla wful and a viol ati on of thi s Chapter for an y person 

to empl o y an y p erson at a comm erci al cann abis business who is not at least 

twent y-o ne (21 )  yea rs of  age.

(2) The entranc e to the comm ercial cannabis business shall be clearl y an d 

legibl y posted with a noti ce that no person under the a ge of tw ent y-one (21) 

ye a rs o f a ge is p ermitt ed to enter upon the premi ses of the comm er ci a l 

cannabis business.

(3) Retailers mus t verif y the  age of custom e rs to ensur e persons unde r the a ge 

of  twent y-one  (21) a re n ot permi tt ed.

(i) Odor  Control.  Odor  control  devices  and  techniq ues  shall  be  incorporate d  in  all

comm ercial  c annabis  b u sinesses  to  ensure  that  o dors  from  cann abis  ar e  not  detectable  of f -sit e. 

Comm ercial cann abis b usinesses shall provide a sufficient odor absorbin g venti lation and ex haust 

s ystem so that odor gen erated insi de the comm ercial cannabis business that is disti ncti ve to it s 

operati on is not detected outsi de of the facil it y, an yw h ere on adjacent pro p ert y o r publi c ri ghts -of- 

wa y, on or about the ex terior or int e rior comm on area walkw a ys, hall wa ys, breez ewa ys, fo ye rs, 

lobb y ar eas, o r an y other areas avail able for u se b y comm on tenants or the vi sit ing publi c, or withi n 

an y oth er unit located in side the same buil ding a s the comm ercial canna bis business. As such, 

comm ercial cann abis bu sinesses must inst all and maintain an ex haust air filtrati on s yst em with 

odor control that prev ents int ernal odors from b ei ng emi tt ed ex ternall y , or an y othe r equipm ent 

which the Comm unit y D evelopm ent Director dete rmine s is a more eff ecti ve method or technolog y 

or as provided b y state l a w.

(j) Displa y of P e rmit and Cit y Business Licens e. The original cop y o f the com mercial

cannabis business p ermit iss ued b y the Cit y pursu ant to thi s Chapter and th e Cit y iss ued business 

li cense shall be posted in side the comm ercial c an nabis business at all ti me s in a locati on r eadil y- 

visi ble to th e publi c.
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(k) Lit terin g and Loit e ring. The owner and/or operator of a comm ercial c annabis

business shall prohibit loit ering b y persons outsi d e the facil it y both on the premi ses and withi n a 

fift y (50) foot radius o f t he premi ses and shall b e responsi ble for removi n g debris, li tt er and other 

discarded mat erials from  that area,  and ke eping it  clean .

(l) The int erior and ex terior of the P remi ses of the comm ercial cann abis business shall

be well li t at all ti mes. The windows of the buil ding shall provide a n unobstructed view int o the

int erior.

(m) Entrances int o the retaile r shall be lock ed at all ti mes with entr y strictl y co ntrolled

so that there is no entr y without verificati on the custom er is authoriz ed to enter bas ed upon a 

confirmation of a ge and i d enti t y based upon a vali d form of identificati on a s provided b y th e final 

regulations of the Bu reau . A "buz z -in" electr onic/mechanic al entr y s ystem ma y b e uti li z ed to li mi t 

acc ess t o and entr y to t he  retailer to sep arate it f ro m t he recepti on/l obb y ar ea.

(n) Retailers ma y s ell onl y those amount s of cann a bis products autho ri z ed b y st ate

regulations, as those ma y be amended  from t im e to t im e.

(o) Retailers ma y h ave onl y t hat quanti t y of cannabis a nd cannabis p roducts r eas onabl y

anti cipated to me et the d a il y demand readil y avail a ble for s ale on -sit e in the retail sales ar ea o f the 

retailer  acc essi ble to the public.

(p) All restroom facil it ies sh all  remain locked  and un der the control of m ana gement.

(q) An y graf fiti on the prope rt y must  be r emoved wit hin 24 hours of discover y.

S ec. 13-180. Reserv ed

S ec. 13-181 Pro mu lga tion of  Regu lations, S tand ard s an d  Oth er Legal Du ties

(a) The Comm unit y Dev elopm ent Director is author iz ed to establis h an y ad dit ional

rules, regulations , int erp retations and standards gove rnin g the iss uance, denial or renew al of 

comm ercial c annabis bus iness permits , the ongoin g ope rati on of comm er ci al cannabis busin esses 

and the Cit y's oversi ght, or conc ernin g an y other subject determi ned to be necessa r y to car r y out 

the purposes of this Chap ter.

(b) Regulations shall be pr ovided to all comm ercial cannabis businesses, permit

appli cants and publi shed  on the Cit y’s  websit e.
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(c) Regulations shall becom e eff ecti ve upon date o f posting. Comm ercial c annabis

businesses shall be requir ed to compl y with all stat e and local l aws and r e gu lations, including but

not l im it ed to  such rules, re gulations or standards  adopted  pursuant t o thi s S ecti on.

S ec. 13-182 Fe es an d  Charges

(a) No person ma y comm en ce o r conti nue an y com mercial cannabis acti vit y in the

Cit y, without ti mel y pa yi ng in full all fees and charges required fo r the oper ati on of a comm ercial 

cannabis acti vit y. All fe es and char ges associat e d with the operati on of a comm ercial cann abis 

acti vit y shall be establis hed b y Resolut ion of the Cit y Council which ma y be amended from ti me 

to ti me. S uch fees and char ges ma y in clude, but are not li mi ted to, a regulator y f ee i mposed for 

the reason able regul ator y costs to the Cit y f or iss uing li censes and permits , performin g 

investigati ons, inspecti ons, and audit s, and the admi nist rati ve and criminal enforcement and

adjudi cati on thereof and include but are not limited to the fol lowing fees: appli cati ons fees for 

preli mi nar y and final app li cati ons, appeal fees, lan d use appli cati on fees, ca nnabis permit fees and 

renew al fe es, permit ame ndment fees , inspecti on f ees and business l icens e f ees .

(b) The amount o f an y fee, cost or char ge im posed pursuant to thi s Chapter shall be

deemed a debt to the Cit y that is r ecov erable via an authoriz ed admi nist rat ive process as set fo rth 

b y o rdinance, or in an y c ourt of compet ent jurisdi cti on, or in an y othe r ma nner authoriz ed b y l aw.

(c) All comm ercial cannabis businesses authoriz ed to operate under thi s Chapter shall

pa y all s ales, use, busine ss, empl o yment and oth e r appli cabl e tax es, and al l li cense, regist rati on, 

and other fees requir ed under fed eral, state and l ocal law. Each comm er cial cannabis business 

shall cooperat e with C it y with respect t o an y reaso nable requ est t o audit the comm ercial cannabis 

business’ books and reco rds for the purpose o f ve rif yin g compl ian ce with thi s secti on, including 

but not  li mi ted to a verificati on of the amount  of t ax es required to be paid  during an y period.

S ec. 13-183 Co mmu n ity  Ben ef it Fe e ; Co mmu n ity Relation s

(a) The Cit y has det ermine d that it is not in the interest of a comm ercial c annabis

business to seek approva l of an addit ional local tax on c annabis sales. Therefor e, the Cit y se eks 

to negoti ate  a comm unit y benefit fe e with t he succ essful comm erci al cann a bis businesses.

(b) Upon the writ ten r eque st of the Chie f of P ol ice , Comm unit y Dev el opment

Director, Finan ce Dir ect or or other Cit y staf f , t he owner, mana ger, and comm unit y r elations 

repres entative f rom ea ch comm ercial cannabis bu siness holdi ng a p ermit iss ued pursuant to thi s 

Chapter shall att end me eti ngs with the Cit y sta ff an d other int erested p arties as request ed to discuss 

costs , benefit s, and other  comm unit y iss ues arisin g as a result  of implement ati on of thi s C hapter.
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(c) Comm ercial cannabis businesses to which a permit is iss ued pursuant to thi s

Chapter shall develop a publi c outreach and edu cati onal pro gr am for yo uth organiz ati o ns and 

educati onal inst it uti ons that outl ines the risks of yo uth addiction to cann a bis, and that identifies

resourc es avail abl e to yo uth related to dru gs and drug addiction and provi de such information on 

the its websit e.  The pro gram shall  be  updated   at  the same tim e as permit r enewal.

S ec. 13-184   Pe r mit tee  Resp on sib le for Violation s

The person to whom a permit is iss ued pursua nt to thi s Chapter shall be responsi ble fo r all 

viol ati ons of the laws of the S tate of Cali fornia or of the regulations and/ or the ordinances of the 

Cit y, wh ether comm it te d b y the permitt ee or a n y empl o ye e or a gent o f the permitt ee, which 

viol ati ons occur in or abo ut the premi ses of th e co mm ercial c annabis busin ess whether or not said 

viol ati ons occur wit hin t he permitt ee’s p resen ce.

S ec. 13-185   In sp ection an d  Enf orce men t

(a) The Comm unit y Dev elo pment Director, Buil din g O fficial , Finan ce Di rector and

Chief of P oli ce ar e ch ar ge d with enfor cin g the provi sions of thi s Chapter, and an y provision he reof, 

and ma y ente r the loc ati on of a comm ercial can nabis business at an y ti me, without noti ce, and 

inspect the lo cati on of a n y comm erci al c annabis business as w ell as an y r ecordin gs and r ecords 

required to be m aint aine d pursuant t o thi s C hapter or under  appli cable p ro visi ons of  S tate law.

(b) It is unlawful for an y person having r esponsi bil it y over the ope rati o n of a

comm ercial cann abis bus iness, to im pede, obstru c t, int erfer e with, o r other wise not to all ow, the 

Cit y to conduct an inspe cti on, review o r cop y r ec ords, reco rdings o r other documents requir ed to 

be maintained b y a com mercial cannabis busines s under thi s Chapt er o r u nder state or local la w. 

It is also unla wful for a person to con ce al, de stro y, d eface, dam a ge, or falsi f y an y records, 

recordin gs or oth er docu ments requ ired to be m aint ained b y a comm e rcial cannabis business unde r 

thi s C hapter or under stat e or local l aw.

(c) The comm e rcial cannabi s business is subject to a nnual inspecti ons includi ng but

not  li mi ted  to  those  associated  with  business  li cense  annual  ren ew al  and  Fire  Code  requi rements.

.

S ec. 3-186   Violation s d eclared  a p u b li c nu isan ce
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Each and ever y viol ati on of the provisions of thi s Chapter is hereb y d eeme d unlawful and a publi c 

nuisance and m a y be ab ated as provid ed b y the Cit y Code and the costs of such ab atement and 

enforc ement re cove red.  S uch viol ati ons also m a y be the subject of  admi nist rati ve cit ati ons.

S ec.13-187   Each  viol ation a sep arate of f en se

Each and ev er y viol ati on of thi s Chapter shall constit ute a separate viol ati on. Additi onall y, as a 

nuisance per s e, an y viol a ti on of thi s Chapter shall be subject to inj uncti ve reli ef, an y p ermit iss ued 

pursuant to thi s Chapter being de emed null and void, disgorgement and pa ym ent to the Cit y fo r 

an y moni es unla wfull y o btained, costs o f ab ateme nt , costs of inv esti gati on, att orne y fees, and an y 

other reli ef or r emed y av ail able at law or in equit y. The Cit y ma y also pursu e an y and all remedies 

and a cti ons avail able an d appli cable unde r state and local laws for an y vi olations comm it ted b y 

the comm ercial c annabi s business or persons related to, or associated with, the comm ercial 

cannabis a cti vit y. Additi onall y, wh en ther e is dete rmined to be an im mi nent threat to publi c he alt h, 

safet y or welf are, the Cit y M ana ge r, Comm unit y Developm ent Dir ector, o r C hief of P oli ce ma y 

take im mediate a cti on to temporaril y suspend a c omm ercial cann abis business permit iss ued b y 

the Cit y, pendin g an appe al hearin g as provided in t his Chapter. The remedi es provided herein a re 

not to be construed as exclusi ve remedies. The C it y is authoriz ed to pursu e an y p roce edin gs or 

remedies provided b y l a w.

S ec. 13-188   Cri min al Pen alties

An y p erson causin g, pe r mi tt ing, aidi ng, abett in g, sufferin g or con ce ali ng a viol ati on of thi s Chapter 

shall be guil t y of a mi sd emeanor, and m a y, in th e discr eti on of the Cit y Attorne y, be prose cuted 

as a mi sdemeanor and u pon conviction be subje ct to a fine not to ex ce e d one thousand doll ars 

($1,000) or im prisonmen t in the cit y o r count y jail for a p eriod o f not mor e than six (6) mont hs, or 

b y both such fine and im prisonment. The Cit y Att orne y, in their sound discreti on, ma y pros ecute 

a viol ati on of thi s Cha pt er as an infr acti on, r ather than a mi sdeme anor, o r reduce or a gr ee to the 

reducti on of a p reviousl y filed mi sdemeanor to an  infracti on.

An y p erson convict ed of an infra cti on under thi s provisions of thi s Chapter shall be punished b y a 

fine not ex ceedin g one hundred doll ars ($100) f or the first viol ati on, a fine not ex ceeding two 

hundred doll ars ($200) f or a second viol ati on withi n one ye ar, and a fi ne not ex ceeding five 

hundred doll ars ($500) f or a thi rd viol ati on withi n one ye ar. A fou rth viol ati on of thi s Chapter 

withi n one yea r shall be char ged as a mi sdemean or and ma y not be r educe d to an infracti on. Each 

da y a viol ati on is com mi tt ed or permitt ed to conti nue shall constit ute a sep arat e off ense. 

Alternati vel y,  the  Cit y  fi nds  and  declar es  that  the  max im um  admi nist rati ve  fines  all owed  b y  law
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are n ecess ar y to p rotect t he publi c he alt h, safet y a nd welfa re and that a fine in the amount of 

$1000 per violation ma y b e levi ed.

S ECTIO N 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance sh all  be e ffecti ve 30 d a ys from t he  date of it s 

adopti on.

S ECTIO N 5.  S EVERABIL IT Y 

W hil e it is the int ent of the Cit y Council to adopt a comprehensive r egul ator y s yst em for 

comm ercial c annabis a cti vit ies withi n the Cit y, i f a n y provision of thi s Ordin ance or th e 

appli cati on thereof to an y p erson o r circumst an ces is h eld invalid, such invalidi t y shall not 

aff ect othe r provisions or appli cati o ns of thi s Ordinanc e w hich can b e given eff e ct without 

the invalid provision or appli cati on, and to thi s end, the provisions of thi s Ordinance are 

sever able. The Cit y Council declares that the y would hav e adopted thi s Ordinance 

ir respe cti ve of the invalidi t y of an y particular portion the reof .

IN TRODUCED at  a regu lar meeti n g of the Cit y C ouncil  of the Cit y of El 

C entro, Cali fornia, held on t he 2 1 st  da y of Ap ril 2020.

P ASS ED AND ADOP TED at a r e gular me eti ng of the Cit y Council  of th e Cit y of El 

Centro, California, held  on the  5th  da y of  May , 2020.

.

Efrain S il va, Ma yor 

Cit y o f El C entro

ATTEST:

B y:     ______________________

      Norma W yles, Ci t y Cle rk
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APP ROVED AS TO FO RM:

Office o f the Cit y Attorn e y

B y: ___________________________

       Eliz abeth Mart yn, Cit y A tt orney

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL ) SS

CITY OF EL CENTRO )

I, Norma Wyles, City Clerk of the City of El Centro, California, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing Ordinance No. 20-03  , had its first reading on April 21, 2020, and its second 

reading on  May 5, 2020, was passed by the following vote:

AYES: Garcia, Silva, Oliva

NOES: Jackson, Viegas-Walker

ABSENT: None

ABSTAINED: None

AYES: Garcia, Silva, Oliva

NOES:   Jackson, Viegas-Walker

ABSENT: None

ABSTAINED: None

By: _____________________________

Norma Wyles, City Clerk




