
ORDINANCE NO. 110658

2 An ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Gainesville,
3 Florida, relating to attendance requirements for members of quasi-judicial,
4 administrative, and advisory boards; by amending Section 2-247. - Removal
5 from office; providing directions to the codifier; providing a severability
6 clause; providing a repealing clause; and providing an immediate effective
7 date.

8
9 WHEREAS , the City Commission on February 2 , 2012 , referred to the Audit , Finance

10 and Legislative Committee the issue of attendance policy for members of quasi-judicial ,

11 administrative , and advisory boards ; and

12 WHEREAS , the City Commission on December 20 , 2012 , received input from the

13 Audit , Finance and Legislative Committee and directed the City Attorney ' s Office to draft this

14 ordinance; and

15 WHEREAS , at least ten ( 10) days ' notice has been given once by publication in a

16 newspaper of general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance and of public

17 hearings in the City Hall Auditorium , First Floor , City Hall, City of Gainesville ; and

18 WHEREAS , the public hearings were held pursuant to the notice described above at

19 which hearings the parties in interest and all others had an oppo1iunity to be and were , in fact ,

20 heard.

21 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE

2 2 CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA:

23 Section 1. Section 2-247 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Gainesville 1s

24 amended to read as follows.

2 5 Sec. 2-247. - Removal from office.
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(a) ro r purpo ses or thi s sec tion :

AcAisor v hollrd rn ea ns a nv bmtrel. comm1 ss 1o n. co 1nmittee, or c ouncil w h ose power s .
j uri s d ic t io n, an d a uth ori t y arc s ole I y advi s ory a n d do n o t in c I udc th e final d e ter mination
or ad judi ca ti o n of a ny per s o nal or p ro p cr t v ri ght s. dutie s. o r ob li gation s.

A /t e nd o r a lf endun ce m ea ns p r ese n ce at a m eet in g fo r a d ur ati o n of at least 5 0 pe rce nt of
t he e n t ir e m eet in g tim e as ve ri fie d b y t he b oa rd sec r eta r y o n th e atte nd a n ce rec o r d.

Q u asi-judic ial or ad  111i11is frurh ·e boC1rJ mea ns a n y bo a rd . com mi ss ion. co mmitt ee, or
counc i l who se po we rs , juri s diction. and a uth o rit y in c lud e th e fln a l det e rmination . or
adjudic a ti o n of a nv pe rso na l o r propert v ri ght s . dutie s. or o bli gatio ns.

14 thlfa-t The ci ty co mmi ss io n ma y re mov e from offi ce an y appo int ee of th e c it y com mi ss ion as

15 provi d e d by law.
16
17 (Uf&t A n y appointee of th e c ity commi ss ion lo a ny board , commi ss ion , committ ee. a uth o rit y , or
18 co un c i l excep t th e €-Community rR edevelopm e nt aAg e nc y, the Gai nesv ill e - A lac hua
19 Co unt y R eg ional Ai r port A uthorit y. the Board of Tru s te es for th e C it y of Gai nesvi ll e
20 Po lic e Officer s and Virefi ght c rs Co nso lidat e d Reti re me nt P la n Conso lid ated P o li ce
2 1 Office rs and Firefighters Ret ir e ment Plan , th e gov e rnin g board oC th e A lac hu a Co unty 
22 Library Di s tri c t , the Ga in esv i ll e Hou s in g A uth o rit y , a nd th e Gai nesv ill e Ent erpr is e Zo n e
23 D ev e lopmen t Age nc y. s hall be +s a utom a tic a ll y re mo ved from office und e r th e fo ll ow in g
24 c ir c um s tan ces: lh e boa rd , commis s ion or committee up on fi li ng 1.vilh th e clerk of the
25 comm iss ion , th e attendance record that indicat es:
26
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(I)

(2)

As to qQ uas i -judicial a nd admini s trative board s: T he board me mb er ha s fa il e d to
attend fo ur o r n1or e consec utiv e mee tin gs , or ~ th e bo a rd me mb e r's ove rall
a tt e nd a nce reco rd of th e m~e-f is less than M W 66 2/ 3 p er ce nt for any s ix
m o nlh per iod t he 6 most rec e nt board mee tin gs at whi ch v oting occurre d. As
us ed in thi s paragraph , a tt e ndan ce mean s pres enc e a~ th e mee tin g no lat e r than 15
aft e r the m eet in g is ca ll e d to order a s , ·er ifi ed by the secre tar y o n the att e ndanc e
record ; Board m e mb e rs mav be gra nt ed one exc u se d abse nce pe r ca lenda r yea r
for a m ed ical reas on or profess iona l/ ed uca tion a l obligation. Bo a rd me mb e rs s ha ll
no til\; th e board sec re tary of a n exc use d ab se nc e pri or to th e mee tin g, if
pra c tic ab le .

As to aAdvi so ry bo ar d s: Th e boa rd m e mb er 's overa ll attendan ce record e+-the
board me mber is less than 50 pe rce n t for the 6 mo s t rece nt bo a rd m ee tin Qs at
which vo tin g occ urr e d . -I-± mo nlh -j)er iod co mm e nc in g J a nuar y 1 and e nding o n
Dece mb er 3 1 or any year. As use d in !h is paragraph . attendance m e an s presenc e
at a m eet in g a s may be d e fined in th e rul es of th e board and approYed by the city
co mmi s~; ion. Add iti ona ll y. t hi s attenda nce re quir eme nt wi ll not app ly to any board
memb e r who serves less th-a+H::Re fu ll I J month pe ri o d . The automatic re m oYa l of
an y board m e mb er und e r this paragrap h may be t. ta ye cl by th e fi li ng of an app ea l
,vith th e c le rk o r the co mmi ss ion be tween January 2 and Ja nu ary 15 of any year .
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The form of th e appeal s hall be available at th e ollice of the clerk or th e
commission \Nhicb s hall includ e the requirement tlrnt th e appellant state with
~larity the grounds for t, uch appeal that are limited to: 1 ) professional
obligation s : 2) sabba tical lea..-e ; 3) health or medical rew;o ns : or 4) ex tenua~in g
circumstances. The city commission shall hear th e app ea l within 15 days of th e
filing or any appeal. The deci s ion of th e city commission s hall be-  ~\.fl.a.h. Board
member s mav be granted two excused absences per calendar vear for a medical
reason o r profess io na l/educat iona l obligation. Boa rd m e mbers s hall notifv the
board sec retary of an excu sed ab sence prior to th e meeting . i r practicabl e .

The citv commission s ha ll con s ider the attendance record of anv current or former board
member beinQ considered for appointment or reappointm e nt. For purpose t, or ~hit,
StH3-Se---€ltfffi;--an-aEW+5fH'-y-BOafd.-+H-ean S a 11 y bofl:fd,--€-etnfl·l+Ss+BHc------rem-J-n-i+t:ee,---eB-HA-8~-, Bf

authority whose power s. jurisdiction , and authority nre so le ly adYisory and do not include
the final det e nni11ation or adjudication of any personal or property rights . duties . or
ob li gations . A ll other boardti , commissions, committees , co'..mci ls or authorit ies are
deemed to be quasi judicial or administrative boai:4r.

Reser -vee-:-

22 t8 W Any re s id en t member appointed by th e citv comm iss io n to the Boa.rel of Truslee s f'or the
23 C it y of' Gainesv ill e Police Ofiicers a nd fi re li ghters Conso lid ated Retirement Plan mav be
24 removed from o11ice bv the city comm iss ion without cau se and without prior notice. +he
25 resident memb e rs of the consolidated police officer and firefighters pensiun plan board of
26 trustee s,-ap pointed by the city- eommission, n-n.1-y- be removed w .ithoul prior noti ce and
27 ,vithout caus e , such remova l to be effec ti, ·e upon ~he re~,i d ent members' rece ipt of writt e n
28 notice or th e commi s~,ion's action.
29

30 Section 2. It is the int ention of the City Co mmi ssion that the provisions of Sect ion 1 of

3 I this ordinance sha ll become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the City of

32 Gainesville , F lorid a, and that the sections and paragraphs of this ordinance m ay be renumbered

33 or relettered in order to accomplish such intention.

34 Section 3. If any word, phrase , clause , paragraph , section or provision of this ordinance

35 or the app li cation here of to any person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional , such

36 finding s hall not affect the other provisions or app li cations of this ordinance that can be g iven
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effect without the invalid or unconstitutional prov1s1on or application , and to this end the

2 provisions of this ordinance are declared severable.

3 Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are to the extent of

4 such conflict hereby repealed.

5 Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption .

6

7 PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5th day of September, 2013.

I~ "'f.B~
11 MAYOR
12

13 ATTEST:
14
15
16
17
18
19 
20
21

CLERK OF THE COMMISSION

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

S,tat1//e 711~_,/,!/
NICOLLE M. SHALLEY l
CITY ATTORNEY

22 This ordinance passed on first reading this 15th day of August, 2013.
23
24 This ordinance passed on second reading this 5th day of September  , 2013.
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