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ORDlNANCIc NO. 0,06.10

Establishing Fire Distdct and Repealing Section 50-64 of City Code

BE IT ORLJAINELJ BY lHE ClTY COUNCIL Of IHE rnv OF GA:lSDE:\.
ALABAMA, as lolltw./s:

S{;clion I. The Gadsden CiLY Code is amended by adding a ne\\! section as folio"y."· 
Sec. 18~35. Fire di."itrie,t.
(a) Area vi fire district, The fire dis~rjct shall incitive all coollncn::i':ll buildlllgs <Joe!

al! f:"lU;ti-family residt'ntial bt::ldiIlgs located 'I-\'ithin 'he c(lrpor:1",;: lir:-u:s of :he ci::y, as
the 3ame may be changed from time :0 :i:nc.

(b) Typcs (:fcon"rrUL'liufl permitted Withm the fi:'e distrk1.. <.!very building cn;dz::t;!
shall be either lype L n, II or lV. Every builJing sh:dl be const11Jctcd as required
hased OJ: the type of construction indicated in Chapit:r () of thl.' building CUth:. Any
buiJding-locateu par:'l£l11y In the rire ulsuiCl shall be of;:; typ.; l)f construction required 
t~)r the Jlre district, t:nkss the ;nD,]o:' portio":) of such b:nlu:ng li('~ O\.lhic.e ,-he fire 
distriCl and no purl is more than 1 {} fe~t (3048 mm) i:lside the ::'oc.nuaries of tho;: fi~·t:

distncL 
(c) t;y,terior wolfs, Exterior vialls of buildings located in the lire district shall comply

with the requirements in Twble 601 ('If the building code. Extenor l('1ad~bcaring walls
('If Typc a buildings shall huve a tire-rcsistance rating of 2 houro: or n,orc wh<:..:!c ~ul'h

"vaL:; are :of:ateJ withb :W fect (9-:44 :m:1) of a common property \iac lX an 2.ssumcd
property line. Exterior n\)n~to3d-heari!Jg ',va;!s of Type 11 h:'li~di:1gs located within 30
feCI (9J44 mm) of [j common property line or an assumed ;;n1pcrty :ine shal: have fire
resistancc mtings as requueJ by Tobk 60L but not less th'lll 1 hom Exterior walls
located more ti,an 30 feet (9144 mm) from a common property line or an assumed
p:operty linc shall c.:>rnpjy with Table 601. lo thc case of one-story buildings that are 
2.000 s::;.uare feet (186 squate meters) or less in 8rea, 1.':x:.;:rior walls located more than 
15 fecf (4572 m:n) from a common proper:y line or till as;;u:ned froperty line I:eed 
only comply with Table 601

(d) Roof covering Roof covering the in the fire district shall conform w the
requirements of elm;s A or B roof coverings 3S defined in Secti('ll1 1505 of the
hnilding code.

(c) .\'rrucfuro/ fin: nJling. Wa!ls, tl00l'S. roof::: ;J.J1d their :;uppt)rting structural
mt",hers shaH he a :ninimurn of i-hour fire-Tc:;:iso:an;::e· :atc(~ CO:ls1ruction, except for 
(n buildings i.,f Type rv cOflstruetio:1. (2) bui;dings eq'Jlpped thnl'.lghnut "vith an
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Sed ion 903 3.1 1 of the huilding
code. (3) automohile parking structurcs, (4) buildmgs suuottnded on all sides by a 
permanently opcn spucc "f not Ie::;;; than 30 fect (1144 mm), or (5) partitions 
cOf'lip~ying with Sc:.;tiol1 603.l(8) of the' bwlding c,",dc.

ArcnileC(uro/ Irim Architcctural trim on builc)ngs located :0 the frc di:::trict sr..all
be COi1stmctcd of approved n()n~combustible l11awrials or lir.:-rtCtarUanHreatcJ Wl10U.

(g) rumanenl canopies Permancnt eannpies <lre permitted to cxtend ~)Vcr ,:ldjacent
open spaces, provided,



(1) 	The L;:!l~Opy and ;ts supports shae r;; nOr,~Ct1fE:::L5jblc m:;1er;al, fl~(>:'etc.'d:::nt-
tr;;alcti \Vol,d, Type IV COnS'.1l;.ctWl!, or (.f I ,l-:our !i·e-:;c.:;i~'-,mc,:,rdk(!

c0113tr'.1ctiou. Any 'lextile covcrir;g for the cancpy shaE ml~c.:~ th;: rir,,' ;;fOpi:gati;n
perfurmance criteria uf >IFPA 701 afl~r DoLh accc.lc;·ali.~d water JeJ-ching <ll~J 

acceleraling wcathenng. 
(2) Any 	C3.rl0py covering, other than lcxllles, shall have a name sprcild ind"x nut 

"reater than 25 whel te::>tCD in <1cel.)rd[mcl.~ with AST\f E ;:.;4 in the i'orm inLend,,;d
o 


fer '.1SC. 


(3) 	T;H~ c?:,o},y ."hdl have at Ica'>t (If:C tong sid:: oj)en. 
(4) The maxi:nu:n horiwIHal widt~ of the ca:10PY :S:l'Il; :,ot c'(ceeL! :.:; rec~

mnl)_

('5} 'IT1C firc tCSiSTal1Ce or exterior "v8Bs shall not be fzduccd.
(11) Roof strlJcl1Jrcs. Structures. except aerial supports 12 fed (3568 mm) high (\f less,

tlagpo\cs, wakr tanks and (:ooling towers, placed above the roor or any huilding
within lhc fire d:s1r:ct shall be of nOIH:ombu:olihk lnalerial ;md sbJ! be supported by
cons:'f'J..:litm of !)on-eor.:lbus:ible: matc!

(:) Plaslic \'igns The :'ISe of p~a;,lk~ e:o:nplyil~~ with SC<.:.:illl: 261 j of the: bt;ildil:g
C(llk: fOf s:gns IS permitted, ;lH1,,:jdcd 1he stru::fure of :hc: :-;11:'.11 i:i ,vi:;.;.\; Ih;: plJ.5t..: IS

f'.lOl'.ntcd 0-' installed in nOIH.'omhustihlc.
m Plu.slic veneer. Exterior plastic "enecr is not permit1ed in liK Jire (\:s1rie1.
(k) l:):lsring bUildings ).t<'ilhin theJlre districr An exisling building shill I not hCTCaf[CT

be increased in height OT <Jrea llOleSS it is of,~ type o/" construction p':lmlt1cd ror IlC,\V
huildings within the fire Olstflct 0;- is a!tcn:d to corr;ply with lhe requiremenls for sueb 
type of constf'.1ctioTl. :."ior sh,,:!! aa)' e}.isting bu;ld:n~ he herer::ftcr extended on any
.,:ice. nro;" sq'.lare foo:::.gc or floors adl2ed lhin :he ~x:."l~ng bllilding u:llcss :lt1ch
modi fieatinn<; arc of a typc of eom,;tru2tion permitkd for r:C\V hu:ldings "'xi~l:ir: the f;rc
district.

(ij (illli!' ofleralions, Nothmg ir. subsection fi) shall prohihit other aHera''''''s wIthin
the 11ft dlstrict, provided there is no change of o\:cupancy that is othcn,\'lse prohihited 
,md the fire hazard is not lncreascd by !iuch alteration, 

(m) Aiovmg buildings. Buildings shaH not hereafter be moved lOto the fire distnd OJ 

10 ar~oth;:r lot in the: fire district unle:;;,. the building is of a type of eonstruction 
permitted m lhe fire d:s1rict_

(0) Exceplions, The preceding proviSion:' of this :;(;uion shaL not 2.fP~Y :n lhc
fnllowing mstan;:::es:

(1) Building that is lc:ss th:m 1500 sqL:.are fed (13.2 Sc:.113fe meters) in area, ~mle~.s !he
use is fur an assembly occupancy or an educational occupancy. 

(2) On(;- and two-family dwellings,
(3) T emporury b'..li~Jing~ mel! in co!:cccTion with tiuly authorized cunstructioll.
(4) A private garage -sued exch:siwly as :sac~l, not m()re than m:e story in heigh::. nor

mfT:: than 650 s~uare feel (60 sq'J,lre :11ClCrs) lli arCcl, located on ;he ~am~ io~ '\vi:h a
dwelling.

{51 Fences not ove:' 8 feel (2438 mm) hIgh,
(n) Coal lipplcs, material bins and trestles of Type IV £.tmslruulzm.
(7) WateT tanks and cooling towers conforming 10 S~ctiom; 1509.3 {lnd j 509.4 nf ;he

hui11.fdlg code.
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(g) Greenhouses less :h3n is feet (4572 mill) :'ligh.
(9) Pon:h\:s un d\'lt'Uings :101 over one ,,{or), :n heigh" anci not o\'.;~ II! feel

(304g :11111) wlde from ',h;~ 1ile.:: or the building, pnl'l.'id.:d :;liCI1 i)(1fch does nl)~ C(l-ltlC

\..... ithin 5 feel (1524 nU:1) ofnny property line_
(10) Sheds cpell on a long s-ide nOlover 15 feet (4571 mrr:) high ;;!IlU SOO square reet

(46 sqcarc mett::'s) m i.:n;',L

(i 1) One- and tWI)~faC:lily dwellings where 0:' <t type of cons~Hlction ;)ot pcrmiltcd it:
Ite fire zL.;trkt call be extended 25% of lhl' iloor area e;xisring [u tile lime or mdEsion 
in the ;:re dlst:kt by any typc d construetlOn permitted by the bulldl:l!£, ;:;odc.

(12) Wood decks less than 6W) squ£lTe feet (56 square meters) when: comln:ctcd of
2··ir.eh (5 J mm) rlomimil \\·-nod. p:'e!'surc tr:::ated lor ;:'xtcrJOr L1SC. 

(l3) Wo<>d veneers on ex-,crior walls eonformi:1g to S¢;.:tion :405.4 uf' the I.,:lildmg
couc.

(14) 	 l':xteriof plastic veneer complying wilh Section 2605.2 vvherr: i.lstnlied 011 c-xter;m
walls required to have a firc-:e5isl~...ncc ratiE~! lWT less than 1 hour., provided 111.1:
exlu ior plas;.;c wneer does J:()~ exhihit sustained [i;·ming 2S cleflnc(l ic ".JFP ,\. 2GX

5.(!CllOll 2, A v:olntlOn of thi '-' ordin;:mc~ :;hall '::Jc pn:lis!1(;'d h:-. rrovidcd ie SeC1:on 1-8

or the Gw.-bdcn City Code

firsl mer:th fo! !o\-ving pubhcation.

:h~ secLiolls, subsections, paragraphs, sentenl'e~, clauscs nnd phrases of 

:hi:; onlinancc £Ire severable. If any sect:cl:, sub&cetlOlL pa:agruph, scnt:::Hce, dause and phrase

of this ::>rdina:1ce is declared u:1constiw.tional or in-valid by a v3lid judgn:cnc of a court of

competent j~ri~diction. stich judgment sh:lH not dIed the validity or any other section, 

sub~eellon, par3gra:>h, sentence, claus\.' :'::1d phrilse of this ordinance. The cil~' co:mcil declares 

that i-:. is its mtent :hat it would have e:13cted this ord:nancc without :mch irvalid or 

unconstitutional provisions. 

Se.~:!!,Q!l;_: The provisions of this onllnancc repeal any prior l1icinancc or pro-vision o:~ 

the GaJsUtT: City Code to the extent of £lny ct.nflici. S'::ctio:l. 50~64 is specifically rc~alcd.

cerLify that {he City Council of the City of Gadsden, A~dD'-1ma, duly ::doplcd this 
mdieunce at:l pubiic meeting held on Janua-rv l,.s 2:)JO.

APPROVED en Jm~t::.lry 1 2010
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