
ORDINANCE NO. 0-2017-28 
CHARTER SERIES

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR EXISTING AND PROPOSED 
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING THROUGH USE OF BILLBOARDS, AND REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.

WHEREAS , the re g ulati o ns o f s ign s and billb oa  rd s w ith in the C ity of DeRidd e r , Louisiana ("C ity") is 
provided for in Chapters 11 .5 and 15 of the Code of Ordinances of the C ity of DeRidder, 
Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, the City Co uncil of the C ity of DeRidder, Loui s iana ("City") and the Mayor recogn ize 
th e re is a need to promo te and protect the public hea lth , we lfare and safety o f the City by 
reg ulating ex is ting and propo se  d outdoo r advertising thro ugh use of billboards, w h i le
a ss uring the orderly and effective di s play of outdoor advertising, to protect property
va lues, create a more attractive economic and bu si ne ss c limate  , e nhanc e and protect the 
ph ys ical appeara n ce of th e commu ni ty , preserve the scenic a nd natural beau ty of 
de s ignated areas and provide a more enjoyable a nd pleasi ng com munity .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the C ity Co uncil of the C ity of DeRidder, Louisiana , that 
outdoor advertising throu g h use of billboards be, and is hereb  y regulated as follows:

I. Definiti o ns. 

As use d in thi s artic le , the fo ll o wing terms shal l have th e meanin gs indicated : 

Arterial highway mean s any s treet or highwa y fo r which operation o r maintenan ce falls und e r 
parish , state or federa l jur  isdiction. 

Billboard (off-site co mmerc ial speech) means any outdoor advertising board , junior board 
advertising medium , str  ucture o r device which advertises , directs o r ca lls attention to any business, 
article , s ubstance  , se  rvice or anything which is painted, printed , pasted or affi xed to any building, 
s tructure  , wa ll , fe nce  , pole, railing  , natural o bject or structure of any kind on real property o r up o n 
the gro und it se lf and which advertise  s se  rvices, product s or commodities no t available o n t he 
premises on wh ic h the "billboard" is located . 

Digital billboard mean s an off-prem ise s ign di s playing static images that c hange message of co py 
by electronic mean s. 

Double s tack billboard means any billboard structure o n which more than two (2) do u ble-faced , 
back-to-back , o r V-type bi llb oards are affixed. 

Double-faced, back-to-back or V-type billboards mean s t h ose co nfigurati o ns of multiple billb oard s 
str ucture s as those terms are co mmonly understood and as further defined in state law, except that 
in no instance s hall these terms include two (2) or more billboard s which are not phy s icall y 
contig  u ous  . 

Public Works Dire  c tor and Code Enforcer mean s the Director of Publi c W o rks and Co de Enforcer 
for the City of DeRidder. 

Erec  t means to constr  uct, build , raise, assemble , place, affix  , attach, c rea te, pain t, o r in any o ther 
way bring into being or establish. 

Front o r face of a billboar  d means the o uter s urface of a billboard which is visible from a n y pr iva te 
o r public street o r highway . 

Illuminat ed billboard mean s any billboard illuminated by e lec  tricity , or other artificial light. 

Lig hting d e vice mean s a ny light, string of li g hts or gro up of lights located o r arranged so a s to 
illuminate a bi llb oard.



Person means a n y person , firm , partnership, assoc iat ion, corp orat  ion, com p any, institution or 
organization of any kind.

Physically co ntiguous means of t he sa me s tructure and , in the case ofV-type billboard s , sha  ll be in 
co nta  ct with o n e and another at th e apex of the "V . " Each face s hall be co n side  red a separate 
billboard .

Rotating message billboard mean s a pos ter panel billboard of approximately three hundred (300) 
sq ua re feet in s ig n area w hi ch ha s rotating panels with a maximum of t hr  ee (3) me ssage faces .

n. Except ions. 

For the purposes of thi s art ic le , the term "b  illb oard" doe s not include billboards erected a nd 
maint  ained purs u ant to and in discharge of any gove rnm e ntal fu n ct  io n, o r req uired by a n y law  , 
ord inan ce or governme ntal regulation .

III. Genera l Regulation s.

A . A billboard may be illuminated , provided t h at a ll li g ht sources s ha ll be designed, s hi e ld ed, 
arranged and in stalled to confi n e or direct a ll i llumin at ion to the s urface of the billboard 
a nd away from adj o inin g propertie s. Light so urces s hall n o t be vis ibl e from a ny street o r 
a ny adjoi nin g properties. Billboard s may contain or inc lud  e s uch public se  rvi ce 
information as time, date  , tempe  r a ture, weat h er or s imilar information .

8 . No billboard sha  ll be erec ted o n or attached to any building .

C. No billboard or part thereof s h a ll co n ta in or cons ist of banners , posters , pennants , ribbons , 
st  reamers  , s pinners or other s imil ar moving  , fluttering or revolvin g device s.

D . No s tandard billboard sha  ll exceed three hundred fifteen (315) s quare feet.

E. No junior billboard s hall exceed two hundred fifteen (2 15) s quare feet.

F. No s tandard billboard sha  ll be in excess of forty-five (45) feet in h eight above the average 
ex is ting grade leve l at the billboard .

G. No junior billboard s ha ll be in excess of thirty (30) feet in hei g h t above t h e average existing 
g rade level a t the billboard .

H . A billboard a nd its str  u cture s hall be maintained , incl udin g the c h a nge of the advertisi n g 
me ssage , the repa irin g a nd replacing of co mp  o ne nts parts and th e performance of oth er 
acts as in ciden t to th e upkeep of the billboard.

I. No billboard s s hal I di s play advertisi n g matter of an indecent o r obsce n e nature .

J . No billboard s hall co nfu se, mi s lead or re se mble a ny governme nt billboard.

K . No rotating message billboard shall be permitted .

L. No double stac k bi llb oard s hall be permitted .

M. Any billboard mu st be co n structed on a me tal pole .

N . No digita l billboard wi ll be within 660 feet of a traffic li g ht .

0. Any b illb  oard co ns tructed in C ity mu  st be constr uc ted no less than 1,32  0 feet from th e base 
of t he pole of any ex istin g billboard s inc ludin g billboard s o utside the C ity limits. The new 
billboards mu st be b uil t no less th a n 15 feet from t he property line  s . A ny billboard mu st 
a lso be more than I 00 feet fro m a property lin e of a re s identiall y zoned piece of property .



P. Billbo ard s will n o t be pe rmitted 5 00 fee t fr o m an y churc h , pa r k o r ce  m e t ery locate d in t h e 
C ity limits;

Q. Billbo ard s will n o t be pennitt e d w ithin th e fo ll o win g geogra  phi ca l pe rim e ters w it hin the 
C ity limi ts:

1. On the N o rth : Inte rs e c ti o n of N o rth Pine Stree t (U.S. H wy 17 1) w ith Wes  t No  rth 
Street a nd We st Drive .

2. On th e S o uth : Int  e rse c ti o n o f So ut h Pine Stre e t ( La . Hwy 27) a nd W es  t Ni nth 
S treet.

3. On th e East: Inte rsecti o n s of Mahl o n Stree t (U.S. H wy 17 1) and East Firs t S t ree t 
and Martin Luth e r King Driv e.

4. On the Wes  t : Intersec  ti o n s o f W es  t First Stree t (U.S. H wy 19 0 ) and So uth F ru s ha 
Stre et a nd No rth Fru s ha S tree t.

R . A ny word  s s u c h a s "s  t o p" "go s lo w " " c auti o n" " dan ge  r" "wa  rnin g" o r s imil ar wo rd s a re 
p ro hibit  e d o n billbo ard s.

IV . P e rmit Re quired ; R es to r a ti o n .

A. After the e ffe c ti ve date of thi s Ordinan ce a nd exce  p t as othe rw ise h e rein prov id e d , no 
pe rso  n s h a ll erec  t an y billboard s a s d e fin e d h e re in with o ut fi rst o bta inin g a p e r m it th e refo r.

B . No  thin g in thi s sec  ti o n s h a ll prevent th e re pla ce me nt o r res to r a ti o n of a n ex  is tin g billboa rd 
o r its s upp  o rtin g s truc ture that ha  s been d es  troy ed o r wh ic h has be en d ee  m e d by th e 
a ppli c ant t o b e in n ee  d of replacem e nt. S u c h re pla ce ment o r res  to rati o n shall o nl y be 
pe nnitted in co mplian  c e w ith t he standard s and proce dures se  t fo rth in thi s Ordin a nce .

V. A ppli ca ti o n for Pe rm it.

A . Appli c ati o n fo r t h e p e rmit mu s t b e m a d e in w riting up o n fo rm s p rov id ed by th e Directo  r 
o f Public Work  s and s hall c o ntain th e fo ll o win g require m e nts:

I . N ame  , a ddress a nd teleph o ne numb  e r o f th e appli ca nt.

2 . A d e tail e d dra w in g s h ow  in g a d esc  ripti o n of th e co n str  u c t io n d e t a il s of t h e 
billb o ard pos  iti o n of li g htin g and oth e r ex  tra n eo us devices a nd a loca  ti o n p la n 
s ho win g th e p os iti o n of th e billb oar  d o n th  e s ite and its pos it io n in re lat io n to 
nearb y buildin gs o r s tru c ture s and t o a ny pri v ate o r public s treet o r hi g h way a nd 
its hei g ht.

3. A billb  o ard plan s ho win g the hei g ht and width of th e p ro p ose  d billboard , as we ll 
as its s upp  o rtin g stru  c ture , a nd oth e r s imilar fe a tur  es, a nd th e ty p e o r d es ig n of th e 
billb o ard .

4. The d e tail o f all li g hting and illuminating me th o d s a nd e le m e nts, wh e re billboard 
li g htin  g o r illuminati o n is pr  o pose  d , in c ludin g th e ty p e a nd watta ge of th e 
lumina ry, m o untin g bra  c kets, loc  a t io n of m o un t in g d ev ic e s o n th e gro und o r 
billb o ard , h o u s in g o r s hi e ld ing d evices, th e d ir ect  io n of li g h t b eam s, a nd relate d 
s pec  i fics as n ee  d e d to e va lu a te li g h t in g.

B . Pri o r to the iss uin g of a pe rmit t o e rec  t a ne w billb oar  d , th e a ppl ica nt s h a ll p ay the n o n 
refund a bl e p e rmit fee in the am  o unt of $25 0 .00 .

VI. Plannin g & Zo ning Co mmi ss io n . The C ity's Plannin g & Zo nin g Co mmi ssio  n s h a ll eva luate 
appli ca  ti o n s fo r p e rmit s fo r co n fo rman ce t o th e s tandard s o f thi s o rd in a n ce.

Vll. Iss  u a nce of Pe rmit.



It sha ll be th e duty of the Director of Public Works upon the filing o f an app lication for a permit to 
erect a bi ll board to exa mine s uch p lans, specificatio n s a nd other data subm itted for the proposed 
bi ll board. It s hall be th  e duty of the Director of Public W o rks to issue a permit for the e rect ion of a 
prop  osed billboard , pro  v ided t hat:

A. T he prop  ose d b illb oa  rd h as rec  e ived Plannin g and Zon in g Co mmi ssio n approva l.

B. The proposed billboard is in co mpli a n ce w ith a ll the requirements of this Ordinance , as 
we ll as a ll o ther laws of th e c ity and state.

V 111. Revocation of perm its.

A . The Directo r of Publi c Wo rk s s h a ll revo ke s uch billb  oa rd permit fo urtee n (14) da ys after 
writte n not ice has been give n to the ow ne r o n re co rd of said billboard for any one (I) of 
the fo ll ow  in g co nditi o ns, provided that sai d con  diti on has not been corrected w ith in t he 
fo urteen-da y period:

I. Failu re t o co mple  te co n stru  c ti o n w ithin o n e hundred eighty ( 180) days of date of 
issuance of the permit.

2. Fa ilure to ma int  ai n a ny bi llb oa rd in acco rdance w ith the provis ions set fort h in this 
Ord in ance.

3. The Directo  r of Publi c W o rk s may ca use any bi llb oa rd that is a so  urce of 
threa  te nin g danger to persons o r p ro perty to be removed immed iately and without 
n o ti ce .

IX. Re view and a ppeal.

A. An ap pli can t may a pp  ea l decisions of the C ity ' s Plannin g and Zo nin g Com mi ssion to the 
C iry Cou nc il. Appeals s h a ll be filed within t hi rty (30) day  s of the City's Pl anning a nd 
Zo nin g Comm iss ion dec isio  n . Appea ls s ha ll be filed in w ri ting with the C iry Cou nc il C le rk .

B. Upo n receipt of th e request for a pp  ea l, t h e C ity Co un ci l mu  st hear the appea l w ithin th irty 
(30) da  ys of receipt of t h e request. T h e C ity Co un cil m ay ove r ride the decision of the 
co mmi ss  ion b y a two-t h irds (2  / 3) vot e of the full co un c il.

X . Pen a lties fo r offenses.

Failure to co mpl y with a ny of the provi s io n s of thi s Ordi n a nce s hall be deemed a v io lation, and the 
v io lato  r s h a ll be liable to a fine of n o t mo re t h an O n e Hundred Do ll ars ($100 .00) pe r day.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all o rdin a nces and parts of o rdinances in conflict herewith be , and 
the sa m e are h ereby, repealed .

THUS DONE AND ADOPTED o n thi s 24 th d ay of   July, 20 17 by the C ity Co un c il of the City of DeR idder, 
Louisiana si tting in Regul a r Sess io n dul y co n ve ne d in Co uncil C hambe rs at DeRidder, Lo u isiana.

ATTEST:

G~rJR
CLE RK OF THE C O UNCIL

ELllBETH s. GRANGER ~
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL


