
,!.'. CITY COUNCIL
·: }\TLANTA, GEORGIA.

17 -0-115 2

:)

AN eRDINANCE BY COUNCILMEMBER KWANZA HALL AS SUBSTITUTED AND AMENDED BY
PUBLIC SAFETY AND LEGAL ADMINISTRA TlON AS AMENDED BY THE ATLANTA CITY 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AMENDING CHAPTER 106, (OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS), SECTION 182, (MARIJUANA) OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA CO DE OF
ORDINANCES SO AS TO PRESCRIBE THE MAXIMUM PENALTY TO BE IMPOSED BY THE 
MUNICIPAL COURT OF ATLANTA FOR A VIOLATION THEREOF; TO DECLARE THAT A 
VIOLATION THEREOF SHALL NOT BE PUNISHABLE BY ANY TERM OF IMPRISONMENT; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.(REFERRED BACK TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND LEGAL 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE BY ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL ON 4/ 17 /17)(HELD ON 4/ 25/ 17)

WHEREA S, th e C ity of Atlanta has an interest in maintainin g th e publi c safety and gene ra l welfare of 
c iti z en s of th e C ity of At lanta and its v i s itors; and

WH E REAS , Chapter 106 ( Offen ses and Mi scellan eo u s Provi s ions) of the C ity of Atlanta Cod e of 
Ordinances contain s qu as i-crimina l offenses adopted in acco rdan ce with th e City's po lic e powe r s;

WHEREAS, the Municipal Court of the C ity of At lan ta is grante d juri sd icti o n to try an d di spose of cases 
whe re a person is char ge d with th e possession of one o un ce or less of marijuana if t h e offe nse occurred 
w ithin the corporate limits of s uch municipa li ty. The juri s diction of any s uch court shall be co ncurre nt 
with th e juri s diction of any other courts within the county hav in g juri sd i cti o n to try and di sp ose of s uch 
cases (OCGA § 36 -32-6(a)); and

WHEREAS , a ny fin es and bond forfe itures arising fro m th e pro secu ti on of s uch cases sha ll be re tained 
by th e C ity (OCGA § 36-32-6(b)) ; and

WHEREAS, curr e ntl y there is no spe c ific puni shm e nt pr esc rib ed for v io latio n of City of At lanta Code 
I 06- 18 2 which prohibits th e po ssess ion of o ne o unce o r less of m ar ij uan a; and

WHEREAS , in s tea d a v io lation of thi s sec tion is puni shab le in accordan ce w ith Section 1-8 of the City 
of Atlanta Cod e of Ordinances whjch prov id es that a pe rso n con v ict ed of a vio lat io n th ereof s h a ll be 
punis hed by a fin e not exceedin g $ 1 ,000.00 , impri so nm e nt fo r a term no t exceedin g six m o nth s; and

WHEREAS , it is the desire of th e Atlanta C ity Coun ci l to spec ific all y provide th a t a perso n convicted of 
a v iolation of Section 106-18 2 s ha ll be puni s h ed by a fine no t exceeding $75 .00 , and s ha ll not be 
puni shable by a te rm of an y impri so nment.

THE C ITY COUNC IL OF T H E C ITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA , HEREBY ORDAINS , AS 
FOLLOWS:
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SECTIO}W i: T hat C hapter 10 6, Article IV , Di v isio n 3, Section 182 of the City of Atlanta Code of 
.,.1,. Ordinance shall be amended such th at it s ha ll read as follow s (with permanent ad diti ons underlined in 
~ 'H9 ld f 0 1;lt and p erman ent deletions in strik eou t font):

Sec. 106-182.- Marijuana.

It sh a ll be unl awful for any person t o possess o n e o un ce o r less of marijuana wit hin the corporate limits
of th e city. Any p er so n fo und guilty of v iolatin g this sect ion s hall be puni shed by a fine not exceeding 
$75.00, and shall not be punished by impri so nm ent for an y te nn; subj ect to the penalty provided in 
sec ti on 1 8 ; provided th a t any defendant char ge d w ith posse ss ion of one ounce or l ess of marijuana s hall 
be e ntitled o n request to ha ve the case agains t s uch defendant tran sfe rred to the court having general 
mj sde m eano r jurisdiction in the county w here in the a lle ge d offense oc curred.

SECTION 2 : That a ll o rdinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby waived to the 
ex tent of the conflict o nl y.

SECTION 3 : Th at th e Municipal C lerk i s in structed t o re ta in all leg i slative hi story reference s in the 
codified ver s io n of C hapter 106, in c ludin g Edi to r 's notes, and s h a ll not dele t e any s uch references, but 
s hall amend th e m to includ e till s o rdinance .

SECTION 4 : That th e A tlanta P ol ic e Department may impl em ent a mandatory training curriculum that 
will a ddress the differences betwee n th e C ity of Atlanta ordinance and State law w ith respect to 
marijuan a po ssess ion , arrest, d e te nti on and pro secution.
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