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ORDJNANCE NO. ?Q12-03

BE IT ORDAJNJW by the City Council of the City of Alexander City, Alabama, as 
follows:

That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Alexander City, Alabama, Chapter!O,with the 
eltception of Article 1, Section 10.Z is hereby amended to read as fullows:

SECTION 1. DEFll'tlTIONS

For the purpose of tills chapter, tlle following words and phrases shall have the meaning respectively ascn'beci 
to them by this section imless talcen specific exception to elsewhere in this c1lapter. TI1e f01lowing words, terms 
and phrases, when used herein, shall have the meaning ascribed to them by the definitions set fOrth herein,
except where the conte> .."t clearly indicates a different meaning.

As used in this chapter, the definitions of the folio'Wing terms are:

7 Day :S:oldlng Period: Any dog, cat or ferret impounded must be held fOr 7 days before it may be destroyed
or adopted. (Alabama State Law 3-7 A·8) STATE LAW

Adequate Shelter: shall be defined as a house with a floor, a roof, 3 full sides, and a side for entrance and exit.
The dog/cat should have enough room inside the shelter to stand withoutfue head touching the roof and also be 
able to turn a full circle.

Animal: living creature, domestic or wild.

Animal Control Office: The Alexander City Police Department

Anhnal Control Officer: The head or any other person desigrui.ted by the City as an enforcement officer 
relating to nmtters involving arrlmals, or anyone emnloyed by the Alexander City Police Department as an
animal control officer. •

.Animal sllclter: Any premises designated by the City for the puxpose of impoun~g and caring for animals 
held under autho~t)' of this chapter.

At Large: shall mea:D: anjr animal when it is off the property of ifs owner or person in charge and not carried by
said person, kept in an effective enclosure or controlled by such person by means of a leash in such a way as to 
prevent its free movement, and so as to prevent said aIDmal from freely charging and attacking persons or 
animals is deen1ed to be at large prevent its free movement and so as to prevent the animal from freely
charging or attacking a person or animal..

,'.!3:itteni Sb.all mean seized with teeth or jaws, such tbatthe skin of the person or thing seized has been nipped or
, gripped or has been wounded or pierced and there has been probable contact af saliva -with the break or

abrasion of the slcin as determined by a licensed physician..

Caged: Shall mean in a container, which may include a vehiclei 1:n such a way that the free movem~nt of an 
?Slimal is restrained and so as to prevent the animal so caged from biting or attacki.ng a person or acln'lal.

Cat: Any member of the domestic :feline family.

Continuous: shall mean. marlced by uninteuupted extension in space, time, or sequence

Corral: shall mean. any uncovered, enclosed parcel of land where acimals are kept.

Dog: shall mean and include all members of the domestic canine family.

Dog presumed to .be 'Vicious~ shall mean any dog whiohis lmown by the owner or person_ in chf,rge to 
habitually cliase moving vehicles or to charge persons on the public streets 2.nd other pubho ways, whether or 
not such dog has actually bitten or attaclced a person er other animal,

-' T nti.nueforaup:roximatelyanhour.E::ccessive: exceeding what is usual, proper, necessary, o:r non:n;;a. O co •



Fowl: Any fowl of the duck, goose, chicken, guinea, peacock or pigeon or species or type.

Glanders: is an infectious cllsease that occurs primarily in horses, mules and don.li:eys. It can be contracted by 
other rurlmals such as dogs, oats and goats. It is caused by infection with the bacteriumBurld1olderia malleie 
usually by ingestion of contanUnated food or water. Symptoms of glanders include the formation crf nodular 
lesions in the lungs and ulceration of the mucous membranes in the upper respiratory tract. The acute form 
resu1ts in coughing, fever and the release of an ir£ectious nasal discharge, followed by septicaemia Md death 
within days. In the cbronic fonn, nasal and subcuta:n.eons nodules develop, eventually ulcerating. Death can 
occur'Withinmonths, while survivors act as carriers.

RabituaJ: Shall mean having the natl1re of a habit, doing, practicing, or acting in some manner by force of 
babi~ resorted to ou a reg1llar basis

·Robby breeder: Anyone who selts, offers for sale, or lets for hl!e forbreedlng purposes two or more dogs 
and/or cats, the owner or proprietor of which does not possess a license to conduct wholesale or retril business 
for the purpose of sellirig ru:rimals.

Horse: Any member oft11e equine family.

l{eep~ Shall include uconfine, 11 11 l1arbor, 11 and 11allow to remain. 11

I(ennel: Any person, partnership or corporation engaged in the business of breeding, buying, selling or 
boarding animals of any species.

Owner or person in. charge: Shall mean the actual oiVD.er of the animal or any person in whose charge the 
animal is being kept, and all the responsible adult members of the household where an animal is regularly kept 
or allowed or suffered to remain. Any person, partnership or corporation owning, l<eeping or hro'boring
animals.

:Person: Shall mean ,a!r/ individual, partnership, company, corporation or other legal entity.

Restraint: Sball mean any animal is considered to be under restraint if   it is confined 'Withln the propertr limits 
of   its owner or person in charge by a suitable fence or securely rest:ralned within the premises by a leash 
a:ffi.'\ed to a securely :fixed object.

R.evenue department: ShaU mean the City Revenue Department which is in charge of issuing and collect.tog 
the licenses and license tags and prepailii.g the necessazy materials thereof.

Stray anh:uaI: Shall mean any animal running at large, the owner or person in charge of which isi).11 ..'mown.

Summons: Shall mean written documentation af a violation, dat~ and time in which to appear in court

Yicfous animnh Shall mean any animal which is known to have bitten or attacked a person or other animal 
without adequate provocation or cause; or) additionally, in the case of a dog, one which has been trained as a 
guard dog or otherwise, to' attack persons or domestic animals. •

Veterinary hospital: /l.ny establishment maintained and operated by a licensed veterinarian tor the diagaosis 
and treatment of diseases and izjuries of animals or the boanling of animrtls.

SECTION 2. ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

(a} There is hereby designated within the City the position of .Animal Control Officer. The officer shall be
designated or appointed by the Chief of Police.

(b) It shill be mil awful for any person knowingly an.d wi11fullyto oppose or resist the ~al Conti;ol
Officer or any of his/her agents in executmg or attempting to exeCllte any lawful proc~s or m atte~pttng to 
make or in assisting with any Ia'Wful arrest or in the discharge of any regular duty, or many way to mter.fere
wit:h. Nnder or prevent any such officer from disci!arginghis duty.



SECTION 3. ENFORCEMENT POWERS OF ANll\'IAL CONTROL OFFICER

(a) The Animal Control Officer shall be empowered to issue summons for violations of the provisions of this
Ordinance and ls authorized to investigate the commission of misdeni.eanors and present himse1f/herselfbefore 
the city magistrate for the purposes of maldng affidavits, filing complaints or presenting evidence and 
testimony in connet;:tion with the enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance.

(b) The municipal court of the City of Alexander City, .Alabama, shall have the jurisdiction to hear cases
made IDlder the provisions of this chapter,

SECTION 4. CBMNING OR TETHERING DOGS TO ANY STATIONARY 
OBJECT OR POINT rs PROBIBlTED. ATTAC:BJNG DOGS TO A RUNNER LINE 
OR TROLLY rs PEilllmTED, PROVIDED THAT TRE LINES rs AT LEAST 10 
FEET LONG: ENCLOSURES MUST PROVIDE A MJNIMUlVI OF 100 SQUARE 
FEET FOR DOG OVER 6 l\10NTS:S OF AGE

(n) Any person owning and/or controlling dogs whether vaccinated orunvaccinated, licensed. ·or unlicensed, 
shall not allow said animal to be tied or chained to dog houses> or other Stationary objects.

(b) No person shaJ.1 1 at any time, fasten, chain, or tie any dog or cause such dog to be fastened, chained or tied 
to a stationary/fixed object while such dog is on the dog owner's property or on the property of the dog 
owner's landlord, or on any property within the corporate llinits of the City of Alexander City, Alabama, when 
owner/person in charge is not present. (puppies under 6 months o~ age are prohibited to be on a trolley system)

(c) A:!zy dogs confined within a fenced yard must have an adequate space for eXercise Qased on a dimension of 
at least 100 square feet per dog. Provided, further that where dogs are kept or housed on property without a 
fenced yard, the owner or person in charge of said dog shall provide an enclosure foi: such dogs meeting the 
100 square faot per dog dimension, Such enclosure shall be constructed of chain lilik or sirrillar type n1aterials
with all four sides enclosed, The enclosure shall be sufficient height to prevent the dog from escaping .from
such ~nolosure, and shall meet the requirements of the Alabama animal rights protection act l3A-ll-241.

(d) Nothlng in thls ordinance shall be construed to prohibit owners or others walking dogs with a hand held 
leash,

(e) Notlilng in this ordinance shall be construed to prohibit ewers from allowing.dogs to be attached to over 
head runs (i.e. cable,attached to an over head wire at least 10 feet long and mounted at least 4 feet high and no 
more than 7 feet above ground, that allows the dog to move unheeded. Chaias or cables must not exceed So/o of
the dogs body. weight)

SECTION 5. APPLICATION TO POLICE J1JRXSIDXCTION

Due to the large and sparsely populated area 'Within the police jurisdiction of, but without the corporate limits 
of the City, only certain sections of th.is chapter apply wit1rln the police jurisdiction. No Animal Control Officer 
will be required regwarly to patrol or to answer calls or complaints -within the police jurisdiction; however, any 
person nmy initiate a prosecution for the violation of those sections whiclt by their terms apply within the 
Police Jurisdiction (state law only) by appearing before a duly authorized magistrate of the Clty and maJ.dng an 
appropriate application under oath.

SECTION 6. S1Jl\1l\110NS

\!iThen any anlrnalistound by an a'.. ~al control officer or any officer of the law, to be in violation of any
provision of this chapter, and the person or persons responsible become known to an~ control officer or 
aey other officer of the law, he/she may issue a summons to the owner or person ill charge fOr the violation 
directing him to appear in theMunlclpal Court of the cey- of Alexander City, Alabama, at a time and a date 
stated therein to answer to charges of violations of this chapter, which charges shall be stated in ti;e summons. 
It shall be unla.">Vful and a misdemeanor for any person to tail to appear in municipal court at the time and place
stated in a summons issued by an:anirnal control officer or any other officer of the law.

SECTION 7. DISPOSITION OF FEES

All revenues collected, as provided for in this chapter, shall be tumed over and delivered forthwith to the City
Finance Department



SJWTION 8. lY.IJNJJ.Vi(OlYr PENALITillS

Afly person violating any provision of this chapter shall be punished as provided m fue general penalty 
provision of the Code; provided, however, that where an.y :person is found guilty of violating any provision of
this chapter fo.r which a fine is provided and imposed, in addition to such other punishment as may be provided 
bytlle Court, the minimum fines shall apply.

SECTION 9. l?RO'l"ECTION OF LAWNS, YAEDS, GAEDENS, ETC.

It shall be unlawful for any person to suffer any chicken or other domestic fowl or any horse, cow, dog, cat or 
other domestic aIDmal ln his control or possession to go, stray or wander upon the la'W!l, yard, garden or 
premises of any other :person :in the City Limits.

SECTION 10. AN.U\JIALS HAVING GLANDERS OR ANY 01'.ffER DANGEROUS 
DISEASE

Upon the complaint of the Health Officer that a horse has glanders and is dangerous to the health of man or 
beast or that nny animal is diseased and thus dangerous or for any other reason is a nuisance and ls dangerous 
to health and safety of n1an. or beast in the City the Judge of the Mu:nicipal Court shall take the evidence of two 
(2) disinterested and reputable citizens and m:ay tberenpon, if   satisfl.ed that such complaint is well founded, in 
his discretiOn, issue a wan:ant directed to any police officer, requUinghlm to enter upon the prerrtlses where 
such animal or object is and under the direction of the health officer :remove it, alive or dead, to a place of 
safety, Such warrant shall aJso authorize the officer if so directed by fne health officer for prudential reasons, to 
kill an infected a:nimal before removal.

SECTION 11. KEEJ?JNG WILD, DANGEROUS OR POISONOUS ANIMALS .

(a) This section shall' apply within the col]lorate limits of the Ci\Y af Alexander Ci\Y, Alabama.

(b) It shall Oe unlawful fur an.y owner or person in ohzrge to keep any wild, dangerous or poisonous animal on 
his :premises in. such a n1anner as to endangerihe life or healtit of any person. A:rcy wild, dangerous or 
poisonous animal shall be securely and humanely confined or bound in such. a mro.mer as to prevent such
an1maJ. from biting or attaol<lng a person or another animal.

(c) lt shall be unla'Wful for any owner or person inoMrgeto su::.ffer, allow orpennit any animal 'Which is vicious
orpresum.ed to be vicious to be off the premises of the owner or person in. charge, unless the animal is caged or
leashed and muzzled and under effective control or restraint such as 'Will prevent it:frcm attacking or injuring a
person or another animal.

(d) !t shall be unlawful for the owner or person in charge to Iceep or to permit to be kept on any residential
premises any wild or vicious animal for display or for eihibi'tion purposes either gratuitously or fOr a fee.

(e) It shall be allowed with a license from 1lle City of   Alexand!Jr Ci\Y Licensing Officer for purposes as
follows: display at public events, displays at school shows, educa~ona.l training, etc.

(f) 1t shall.be unlawful for any person to keep any wild, dangerous or exotic animal or fowl within the City 
without a vmtten permit issued by the Chief of Alexander City Police Depa.riment or .Animal Control Office
which shall specify t11e conditions under which the animal must be kept. No permit sruill be given to any wolf
orwolfhybrid a.ru:nai.

SECTION 12. NOISY ANrMALS

(a) It sliaJ.l be un.lai,v.f>Jl and a nui:mnce for any person to keep on a residential lot or premises witlrin the
corporate limits of the city·any animal or group of aninlals, 1rnown to the pe,rson, habitually, c~ntinuousl~ or 
intennittently to make or emit sounds or noises of sucb. volume and natme as unreasona.bly t~ interfere w7th or 
disturb the peace, quiet, comfort and repose of'persons of ordinru:y sensibilities withln the nergbborhood lll the 
reasonable use and enj9yment of adjacent property.

(}:>) It shall be unla:wful and a nuisance :fbr any p-erson to keep on any tract, lot o~ p~emises •flithln the City
any animal or group of animals, whether the same is housed in a corral, kennel, building or other struoture(s)
under such circllmsta!lces that the sounds or noises errdttedby the animals are of sue~ volume ~ ne:l.ure as
Ulll'easonabiy to interfere.with or disturb the peace, quiet, corofurt and :repose af perso~s of ~rdinary 

· sensibilities in. the :reasonable use and enjoyment of any adjacent properl;Y used for residential purposes.

· . · • • ball b ·1+.r of maintaining a nuisence. However,
(c) An.yowner;orpersonJnchargeVLOlati:ngthissections egru ~J . affid 'tmade
no prosecution shall be conuuenced and no arrest made pursuant to ~section, except upon av.i
before, and warrant issued by a municipal judge or nnagistrate oi'the City.
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SECTION 13. KEEPJNG ANJMALS EMITTING OFFENSIVE ODORS 
, PROJ3IBITED

It s,hall be unlawful tµld an offense against the City of Alexander City, Alabama, for any person to keep any
animal-, in any part of   the city, in such manner as to cause the emission of offensive odors from the premises on
which such animal ls kep~ thereby interferlng"With the comfort of persons residing in the vicinity.

SECTION 14. SANITATION OF PRElYITSES WBERE ANIMALS ARE KEPT

It shall be unlawful for any owner or person in charge: to keep or maintain a pen, stable or enclosure wherein
anin1ais are l<:ept in such an unsanitary condition that the lives, hea:Ith of the public genemlly, of the owner or 
person in charge or his family, or of the animals contained,. shall be endangered, The presence in or about such 
pen, stable or enclosure of the live larvae of flies under conditions which permit or favor growth or 
development of flies shall be prim a facie evidence of   keeping or maintaining such pen, stable or enclosure. 
wherein aninl8.ls are kept in 'Violatlon of this section. All pens, stables or enclosures where animals are kept 
shall comply with all the regulations of the county health department pertaining to same and shall be cleaned 
each day and the residue disposed of in a sanit:ruy nianner.

SECTION 15. CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

(a) Any person who oven.ides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, torn1ents, deprives of necessary sustenance, 
cruelly beats, mutilates or cruelly kills, or causes or procures to be ovenidden, overdriven, overloaded, 
tortured, tormented, deprived of n~cessa;zy sustenance, cruelly beaten, mutilated, abandoned or cruelly killed 
any animal;

·(b) any person wlio having the charge or custody of such animal, either as owner or otherwise, inflicts 
u.n.n.ecessa:cy cruelty upon same or fails to provide the same with properfood, drink or protection from the 
weather or abandons or cruelly drives or rides or allows to be ridden or overdriven when unfit for labor;

(c) any person who having tl1e charge or custody of any animal known tO lri:rn to require medical treatment or 
·care in order to prevent unjustifiable physical p<rin, suffering or death, who have such knowledge fails to 
provide propertreaiment and care, or in the alternative to cause the animal to be humanely disposed of,

. (d) No owner shall fail to provide animals with su:Eficient good and wholesome food and water, proper shelter 
and protection from the weather, veterinary treatment when needed to prevent suffering, No person shall beat, 
cruelly ill~treat, tonnent, overload, overwork or otherwise abuse any animal, or cause or permit any dogfight, 
cockfight, buII:fight or ether combat between animals or bet\veen animals and humans; no owner of an animal 
shall abandon such aD.imais nor stake an animal in a cruel and unorthodox manner, No person except a licensed 
veterinarian shall crop a dogs/cat's ears or tails. No person except a licensed veteruiarian may spay a female
dog, cat or ferret It shall be unlaVf.ful and declared a public nuisance for any ovro..er or person to harbor a dogs
or cats under such unsani.tazy conditions that the maintenance or keeping of same creates vile smells to the
annoyance of the public in the vicinity. Failure to comply with this section shail result in revoking pemrits and
Ievyingfines on the omer. ·

(e) This section shall not be construed as proluOitingthe dehorning of cattle.

Sli:CT.tON 16. BDMANE TRAPS

(a) kn.y A."liroal Control Officer is hereby authorized, in order to apprehend animals ill violation of thls
chapter, whlcli are otherwise difficult to apprehend, to use traps designed humanely to capture the ani~s by 
piacingthe same upon any public property of the City, upon the rightMof~way of any public street or highwa:y,
or upon the private property of any person granting permission therefore.

' (b) It shall be the duty of the Animal Control Officer to checlc such traps daily and remove captured dog or
cat there from to ~e Animal Shelter where they shall be held for 7 days.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to molest ortm:nperwith any such tra~ or to rem?~e any animal
captured in any such trap or to interfere 'With an Animal Control Officer in setung or semc1n.g- any such trap.

· · · · th t li ·ts of the City may set their own (d) Asr:!ovmer or person m charge of any premises within e corpora e nu , .
humane trap on such premises for the purpose of removing any animal, whlc~ have entered on the preimses,
Ylildlife can only b~ trapped with a license from the Department of Conservation.

(e) Itshull be the duty of the owner or person in charge to check such trap daily and deliver any dog or cat
captured therein to the Anhrull Shelter or relocate aD.J'' wildlife not to cross a body ofwatet'.
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(f) Any owner or person in c!wge of any dog capturedinahunrane trap which is off the premises of the
ov:ner or person in charge ihereof shall be prlma facie presumed to have allowed, suffered or permitted such 
a.mm.al to be or to run at large. At any time a dog is captured by use of such trap, and the owner or person in
c?arge is kno'W:l'l or beccimes known to the Animal Control Officer, such ovvner or person in charge shall be

. given a summons to appear in the municipal court

SECTION 17. BIRDS, TURTLES, EEPTILES, ETC., KEPT JN CAPTIVITY

(a) Failir1.g or refuSing to provide clean and adequate water and food and clean and sanitary cage, etc. It sha11
be 'Unlawful for any person 11av.ing in captivity any bird, turtle, reptile or other animal of any other class or le.ind
for pmposes of disp]ay, sale, <llnllSement or any other purpose to fail or refuse to provide such bird, turtle,
reptile or other animal 'With clean and adequate water and food or to fail to keep the cage or other place or area
of confinement in a clean and sanitary condition. Each occasion, whether part or all of a day, of :failure or 
refusal to fumi.sil clean and adequate water or clean and adequate food or a olean oage or area of confinement 
shall constitute a separate offense.

(b) Goading, molesting, torturing, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person having in captivily any bird, turtle,
reptile or other animal of any other class or kind to cause or to allow the same to be goaded, molested,
annoyed, tcn::mented or tortured while under his custody or control. Each separate act of goading, molesting,
annoying, tonnenting or torturing shall constitute a separate offense. ·

(C) Adequate spaee, perches, eto., required. It shall be unlawful to keep birds, turtles, reptiles or animals of
any other class or kind in cages or other places or areas of confinement unless adequate space, perches, spaces
for lying down or resting are provided in proportion to the size of   the animals and to their number.

(d) Bird cage, etc., to be designed to prevent droppings from contaminating water and fbod. It shall be
u.'llawful for any person l1aving in captivity any bird for sale or for display to keep the same in a cage or place
of confinement which is not properly designed so as to prevent the droppings from such bird from 
contaminating such bird1s water and food supply.

SECTION 18. DEAD AN.IMALS

(n.) Deposit on streets. :rt shall be unJavt.ful for any person to cas~ throw, drop or otherwise deposit any dead
aci:mal in or upon any street, sidewallc1 park or other public place in the corporate limits of the City Of
Alexander Clty, .Alabama.

(b) Disposal of dead lll\irnals, All owers orpersorw in charge of aniiuals which die or arelcilled in their
possession or custody, other than such as are slaughtered foifood withln twenty-four (24) hours, shall notify 

. the appropriate city official, as set forth in subsection (c) of such dead animal and request its removal as 
provided in subsection (d), or shall cause the remains of such animals to be buried at least two (2) feet below
the surface of the ground in accordance with tbis cl!apter . .Animals dying from any corrununicable disease
whatever shall be reported to the City of Alexander City .Animal Control and Tallapoosa County Health 
Department in accordance with subsection (c). No such animal shill be burled suffi.Ciently near a residence or 
residences or in such a manner as to create a nuisance. Inna case shall a dead horse, bull, mule, cow or other
large e:nimal be buried Vii thin three hundred (300) feet of a residence. Thls section shall apply within the
·co!porate Iilnits.ofthe City of Alexander City, Alabama.

(c) Appropriate city official fornotii'ication.

(l) A small dead animal, such as a dog weighing less than One Hundred (100) pounds, cat, fox, skunk,
etc., shall be reported to the Public Works Department of the Cily.

(J) A large dead animal, such as a horse, mule, cow1 hog, dogweighlngin excess of One Hundred (100)
pounds, etc., is the owner's responsibllity to bU.tJ.i. or bury withln 24 Hours.

(3) A:ciD::ials dying from any zoonotic disease shall be reported to the Co"?11tr He~th Deparlrn.ent and the
.Aroroal Control Office in addition to reporting such dead animal to the appropnate official for removal.
(diseased animals must be burned)

(d) Removal by' ci"ly of dead animals. Whenever areque,stis made to the Public Wbrlcs ?.epartment of the 
0City for removal of a small dead axtiroal, it sllall thereupon be the dui;y of the official recerV:tn? ~e reji:.:t ~ d 

demaI!d of such person his name and address, including street and house ;nnwer! ~d ~ descnpti~~~ cause:
animal. Immediately upon receipt Of the infonnation dero2Il.ded., the offi01 al rec~rrng th~;:~~~ ~fthe ground 
the remains of such dead animal to be removed and hetried at least two (~) feet e 0~ e d However: the 
or to be burned; if   the death is•due to a communicablei disease, th~ rem ams must be ~; ~mall dead animal in 
Department of.Public Worlcs Official may require tll.8.tthe requesting party place any su
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a sectJiely fastened plastic bag or similar container and make the same,

SECTION 19. RA.BIBS VACCJNATIONltEQ1'.JJJ.'IJW

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or person in charge of any premises where dogs, cats or ferrets are
kept to keep any dog, cat or ferret more than three (3) months of age, thereon, which has not been vaccinated
against rabies witJ:in the preceding twelve (12) months.

(b) Any owner or person in charge in violation thereof shall be subject to a penslty not to exceed an amount
equal to twice the state approved charge for inoculation, to be imposed by the County Rabies Inspector or 
Animal Control Officer, in addition to the fee prescribed for the inocula~on .

. SECTION 20. RffiQUIB.lGMENTS FOR VACCINES AND METB:ODS OF 
VACCINATION

In order to be su:fficieht under tbis article, vaccination of dogs, cats, and ferrets shall be accomplished by any 
duly licensed veterinarian by injecting an amount of Anti .. Rabies Vaccine recommended by the rnanufacturer 
thereof, such manUfacturer having been licensed to manUfact.ure such In order to be sufficient under this 
article, vaccination of dogs, cats, and vaccine by the United States Department of Agriculture. Such vaccine 
and t\e amount to be used shall have been approved by the state health department

SECTION21. TAG ISSUED ATTIME OFINOC"OLATION

Coincident with the vaccination or inoculation of dogs1 cats1 and ferrets a duly licensed veterinarian 
administering the anti-rabies vaccine shall furnish.a serially numbered tag bearing the year such vaccine was 
admlnistered, together with a certificate of inoculation bearing the .same serial number and year as the tag 
bears.

SECTION 22. LOST TAG; DUPLICATE CERTIFICATES, LICENSES

In case the tag provided for in SECTION 21 is lost, anew tag maybe issued a duly licensed veterinarian who 
issue.ct the original tag provided the original vaccination certificate isfb.rnished as evidence of original 
vaccination. lli such instance, anew certificate marked 11duplic<Il;eH may be issued, setting forth the number of 
the new tag.

SECTION 23. l'EEIOD VACCINATION GOOD FOR

The vaccination of dogs, cats and ferrets against rabies shall be good tbr the period of time the Rabies 
Vacci.nation hfunufactor list on the label of the Rabies Vaccination given to the a:illroru. at that time. Refer to
State Law 3-7a-Z ·

.SECTION 24. CONFINil:l\'illNT OF DOGS OR CATS IN BEAT OR SEASON

(a) Every female d~g or cat in heat shall be lcept confined by the owner or person in charge.

(b) It shall beunla"Wful for the o\Vller or person m charge of any such cat or dogto fail to comply fully 'rY.ith
tlris section, Any person in violation of this section shall be punished by summons.

(c) Dogs trzjned to assist disabled persons are exempt from this section.

SECTION 25. STRAY DOGS OR CATS

AJzy person in the City of Alexander Ciiy, Alabama, :finding any dog or cat runrring at large about hls premises 
or residences or the residence of which he is in charge, whether or not the owner or person in charge. of the 
animal is known, nuzy deliver such animal to .Arrlmal Shelter or an Animal Control Officer as an at-large 
animal or stray for confinement at the animal shelter free of charge.

SECTION 26. DOGS AND CATS DNLA WFULL Y AT LARGE TO BE 
CONFINED; B:OLDING PlllR!OD

(a) It shall be u:hlawful for any dog to run at large in the City on public property, or private property where
the property owner has not consented to the animal's presence.

(b) Any dog/cat found unJa'Wfully to be'. at large within the City is hereby deol:U-ed to be anuisancefo~~ shall
be seized by an animal control officer and held the animal shelter and cared fOr m a humane manner
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period of not less than seven (7) days,

(c) 1n addition to, or in lieu of 1 confi.n.\nga doglcatfoUnd unlawfully at large, when the owner or person In
charge of the dog or cat is known to the Animal Shelter or the Animal Control Officer, the Animal Control 
,Officer may retllm the dog to the owner or person in charge and issue a citation fur violation of this section.

(d) lromediaMy upon confinement of dogs/cats the Animal Shelter slIBll make a honest effort to ascertain
the identity of and notify the owner or person in charge of such dogs/cats or of their confinement and of the
conditions under which they may regain possession of such animal.

SECTION 27. CONFINEMENT WITH ANIMAL SE:ELTER

\v.!J.en animals are redeemed and claimed by the. owner, the .Animal Control Officer shall be entitled to issue a 
suro:m.ons along with the sum set by the Animal Shelter for confining and keeping each and every dog/cat plus 
the cost of any veterinary services deemed necessary to the well being and life of the anirnal, plus a per diem 
chargeforupkeep oft11e animal.

(a) Unrestrained dogs and cats at large unlawfully may be taken by police or the Anb:na! Control Officers
'. and is lmpounded in an animal shelter, and there confined in a humane manner. !mpounded dogs/cats shall be 

kept fOr seven (7) days ufiless reclaimed by their owners. The mw:imum time animals vvill be lcept is seven 
days for clcim. l'f by a permit tag or by other means the cwmer can be identified, the Aninial Shelter shall 
fan.mediately notify fue owner of the animal by telephone or other means. Dogs/Cats not claimed by their 
owners withln seven days from impoundment date shall be adopted or humanely disposed of by the agency 
delegated by the City to exercise that aU.thQrify. Dogs/Cats creating a nuisance under the provisions of this 
ordlnance will be likevrise impounded, whether under restraint br not.

(b) .After a dog/cat has been confined for the period of time provided by this chapter and lf the Qwner or
person in charge entitled to possession fans to make application for the release of such dog, as herein provided, 
or fails to pay the charges as herein provided, orfa:iis to pay for the proper inoculation for Rabies if given, or if 
such satisfactory evidence as required by this chapter was not provided, then suoh dog or cat is hereby declared 
a nuisance and a danger to the health, safety and welfare of the City and the Animal Shelter shall cause such 
dog/cat to become property of animal shelter as herein provided; however, any dog/cat under two weeks old or 
whose eyes have not opened since birth may be humanely disposed of immediately upon being impounded 
where it has been found in 'Violation of this chapter.

(c) Any confined dog/cat that is injured or diseased will, as an act af mercy, be humanely destroyed
:immedlately after inspection by a veterinarian found that such destruction. is necessary to prevent unnecessary 
Sl!ffering, to prevent the spread of disease, or because the animal is incurable. A mitten statement to this effect
shall be signed by those inspecting the a:oimal and such statement sh.all be retai:aed by the ADimlll Control
Office for a period offu:ree year. Tue Anlnw ..I Control Officer, when.required to dispose of dogs/cats under the 
provisions af   this chapter shall do so by such process as is recognized by veterhwy science as being a humane 
manner in which to destroy dogs and cats.

SECTION 21!. REDEMPTION OF IJY.[p01JN1)Ji\D DOGS/CATS

(a) The owner or.person in charge entitled to possession of an.ydog confuled Ullder the provisions of th.is 
chapter may recover possession of sucl1 do&'cat upon payment of charges set forth in this chapter. TI1e owner 
must also produce a certificate of evidence satisfactozy to the proper authority that such dog/cat has, within 12 

·months pr.ioi:: to being confined, been inoculated for rabies by a licensed veterinarian and also evidence that all 
required license fees have been paid for the current year. If the owner or person in charge entitled to possessi~n 
of any dog or cat so co.nflned is unable to produce a certificate of satisfactozy evidence of ~ocul~tion for rabies 
by a licensed veterU1¥ian and of proper licensing of said dog'Withill. the twelve-moufu:penod pnor to 
con:fi:o.ement of the dog claim can be tu.med down.

(b) Animals impounded by Animal Control 1nay have a hold placed and cannot be released to owner until a 
su:m:mons is issued to the owner or person in charge.

SECTION 29. FEES FOR REDEMPTION OF IM:POtJNDED ANIMALS

Fees for :redemption of impoundment are set by the Animal Shelter. the Cii;Y of Alexander City, Alabama, is 
not responsible for any boarding fees accrued by the a:o:i:mal.

SECTION 30. IM:POUNDl\IIENT FEES

(a) All impoundment :i:ees will be retained by the Animal Shelter.
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SECTION 31. Rl!IDEMPTION OF CONFINED STRAYS OR N01SANCE ANIMALS

(a) The owner or person in charge entitled to possession of !!IlY dog/cat confined under the provisions of this
chaptern1ay recover possession of such dog/cat upon payment of the charges set forth by the Animal Shelter 
provided such. O'Wll.er or person :in charge entitled to recover possession of.any dog/cat three (3) months of age 
or older shall produce a certificate or evidence satisfactory to the shelter that such dog/cat has within twelve
(12) months prior to being confined been inoculated fOr rabies.

(b) It shati be unlawful for any person to secure any dog or cat.from the Animal Shelter without authority to
do so.

SECTION 32. LICENSE EEQDIMD FOR DOMESTIC ANIIY.l:ALS TO 
VIOLATORS OF ANJMAL LAW, VICIOUS DOG AND l'RESTJlY.Olm VICIOUS 
DOG

(a) The owner or person in charge of every dog/cat in the City that has ben proven guilty of any animal
crime shall annually register fue same as to sex, breed, description and name of the dog/cat, altered or not, and 
name and address. of the ovmer or person in charge,

(b) All dogs found to be vicious or presumed vicious in the courts of the Cify of Alexander City, .Alabama,
shall annually register the same as to sex, breed, description and :name of the dog/cat, altered or not, and name
and address of the owner or person in chm'ge.

· (c) At the 'time of such registration, such owner or person in charge shall obtain a license for such dog/cat
and shall pay a license tax or fee as follows:

(1) All owners.undor65 years ofage:

Unspayed or'Ulmeutered dog: $20.00

Unspayed orurmentered cat: $15.00

Spayed,orneutered male or female dog/cat $10,00

(2) Senior citizens 65 or older:

Unspayed orunneutered male orfemale dog; $15.00

Unspayed or unneutered male or female cat: $12.00

Spayed or neutered male or ~male dog: $8.00

(a) At the time of such registration, such owner or person in charge shall obtain a license for such dog/cat 
issued by the Animal Control or its agent 'Und shall be issued a metal tag or decal suitable for affixing to the 
rabies tag required by state law as evidence of such license effective for the period from January 1 through
Deciember 31 of each year. The shape and number, or the color, of the metal tag or decal shall be changed each
year.from that oftp.e preceding year. No license tag shall be issued for any dog;lcat until itl:uls been inoculated
against rabies in. accordru.1,ce 'Witlt the Iaw Of the State of A1abatoa..

(b) The owner or person in charge shfill, at all times, except when the dog/cat is under restraint on his own
premises, keep the tag affixed to the dog. It shall be unlavr.ful for any ovro.er of person in charge to fail to
oomplyfully-with all requirements oftltis section by falling to obtain a license or othenyise. It shall .also be 
un!a:w.ful for any person, except the owner or person in charge, or his agent. roil upon his own prerruses~ to 
remove a tag:froma dog tagged under the provisions of this section, to place a tagu:pon any dog :for which the 
tag was not issued, to procure a tag from the City or its agent by fraud or:nrlsrepresentation, or to disfigure or 
alter the words or figures upon a tag,
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SECTION 33. LICENSE

(a) No person convicted of any animal vrime shal1, without fust obtaining a license in vvritlng from the City
Animal Control orhls designated agent, own, keeu1 harbor, or have custody of any domestice animal, except
that this secti011 shaU not apply to the keeping of s~all cageMbirds or aquatic and amphibian animals solely as
pets.

· (b) No dog demed vicious or presumed viclous·by tbb courts of the City of Alexander City, Alabama, without 
fust obtaining a license in writing from the city animal control or his designated agent, ovro, keep, harbor, or
have custody of any'Vi,cious or presumed vicious dog.

(c) No license shall be' issued in the name of any person under 18 years of age 1.lil1ess a parent or guardian
accepts responsibility for care of the aillmal.

SECTION 34. REVOCATION OF LICENSE FOR LACK OF COMPLIANCE; 
filGRT TO INSPECT

The Artlmal Control Officer shall revoke any permit if the person holding the permit refuses or fails to comply 
with this chapter, the regolations promulg<rt.ed by the Arllmal Control Officer, or any state or local law 
governing cruelty to animals or the keeping of animals. Any person whose penuit is revoked shall, within ten 
days thereafter, humanely dispose of all animals being ovmed, kept or barbered by such pe!son and no part of 
the pemrlt fee shall be refunded. It sball be the condition of the issuance of any permit to any owner of animals 
kept for commercial purposes that animru control officer shall be permitted to inspect all animals and the 
premises where animals are kept at any time. If permission for such inspections is refused, license will be 
revoked oft.he refusing owner.

SECTION 35. TAG :REQUIRED; FEES; RABIES INOCDIA   TXON PR!LREQUISITE 
TO ISSUANCE

'It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, keep, harbor or maintain in the Cii;y during the calendar year 
after the n1onth ofFebruru:y, any dog/cat that does not have attached to its collar a dog/cat license tag, with 
appropriate decal. The Auimal Control Department shall prepare, or cause to be prepared, an adequate number 
of dog/cat license t.ags and decals for issue for each calendar year. A dog license shall be issued by the Revenue 
Department or Animal Control upon payment of a license tax as provided hereinabove; provided, however, that 
the person applying-for a dog/cat license shall not be entitled to the issuance of such license unless, at the time 
ofmaldng suoh application, a rabies inoculation certificate not over one (1) year old coVering such dog is 
exhibited to the revenue department or the director.

SECTION 36. SEJUALLY NTJJ.\ilJillRE.D TAG TO BE ATTACKED TO COLLAR; 
DD:PLICATE; TAG l!SSlJED FOR DIFFERENT DOG

V/hen the license is issued for any dog/cat, Animal Control shall, in addition, furnish to the applicant thereof a 
serially numbered tag or decal beari:ag the same number and year as the license bears. One (1) such tag or decal 
shall be issued :for the appropriate calendaryearfor each dog/cat for which application for such tag or decal is 
made. Such license tag or decal shall be attached to a collar or harness worn by the dog/cat for which the 
license and tag are i~sued at all times; hoWever, the tag or decal need not be attached d'Jli:ng supervised 
obedience training or AmetlcanICennel Club dog shows. In the event the license tag or decal is ~ost ctu:mgthe 
year for which it was procured, the person to whom it was issued may obtain. a duplicate by paYJ.ng an issuance 
fee of three dpllaxs ($3.00). It shall be unla'iVful for any person to pennit or allow aeydog/catin hls charge or 
control to wear a dog/oat license tag or decal issued for a different dog.

SECTION 37. ATTACBJNG TAG TO COLLAR OR HARNESS; FAlLDlill TO DO
so
The serially numbered rabies tagisSued at time of inoculation and also the license ta? issued pursua::it to 'this 
article shall at all times be attached to a collar or harness wom by the dog/cat for which fue tag was issued. It 
shall be unlavd'ul for any ovr.ner or person in charge of any dog/cat not to keep attached to fue dog/cat the t.ag 
evidencing the anti~rabies vaccine inoculation as provided in this article~'however, the tag need not be ~ttached 
du."1ng supervised obedience training classes or .Ame~canKennel Club dog shows.

SECTION 38. DUTY TO RESTRAIN DOGS

· · I · d animal under effective restraint!t shall be the duty of every ow:ner or person ID cba:rge ofa dog to ceep sa.i . from the '
wlille the same is within the corporate limits of the ci·ty, whether ornoti:he dog lS upo~ ~~ ~:Y P the animal
owner's prenrises. It shall be unlawfulforthe crwner or person hi .charge of any dog t~:th: ri:roises of the 

. under effective restraint. Proof that a ~og wa~ not priopetly ~~d, w.Nhe~~: ~~ure to ~rovide or maillta±n 
owner or person in charge, shall be pruna fac1e evid~nce of a violation. e1.r1g
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effective restraint shali not be a defense; however, competent evidence that the :thllure was occasioned by an 
unfo~eseeable and independent act IJf a tlUrd person sfuill shift tlie burden.on the City to prove otherwise. 
Provided, however, that no prosecution shall be commenced arid no arrest made pursuant to tllis section except 
upon affidavit made before and warrant issued by a judge or magistrate of the municipal court.

SECTION 39. OWNER'S DUI'Y TO BEJY.[O\IE DEPOSITED FECECS

{a) It shall be tl1e duty of the owner or person in charge of any animal yvhlch has been allowed by that person
to be at large to remove and disJ!ose of any feces deposited by the animal upon any residential lot of another 
occupied for huroan;habitation, or upon any right-of-way adjacent thereto, upon demand from the owner or 
occupant thereof, or upon de1nand of any Animal Control Officer or any swom officer of the law.

(h) It shall be unlawful for any person to fail or refuse to remove such feces; however, no prosecution shall
be commenced and r.o arrest made pursuant to this section except upon affidavit made before and warrant 
issued by a municipal judge or magistrate. ·

(c) However if an Animal Control Officer or a:uy other sworn officer with the City of Alexander City,
Alabama, witnesses t.he deposit of feces and the person in charge fails or refuses to remove such feces they will
be issued a summons.

SECTION 40. OWNER'S DUTY TO REMOVE SCATTERED GARBAGE

(a) It shall be the duty of the owner or person in charge of any artl.mal which has been allowed or suffered by
tl1at person to run at large, to pick up and ren1ove to a secure authorized container, any garbage or refuse which 
the animal has caused to be overturned, spilled or scattered upon· any residential lot occupied for human 
habitation, or upon any right-of~way adjacent thereto, upon demand from fue owner or occupant thereof, or 
upon demand ofan.imal control or any law enforcement officer offue city under tb.e supervision of the 
Alexander City Police Department, and it shall be u:nlawful for any such person to fail or refuse to do so; 
provided, however, that no prosecution shall be commenced, and no arrest made pursuant to this section except 
upon affidavit made before and warrant issued by a duly appointed municipal judge or magistrate of the City.

(b) However if an Animal Control Officer or any other swom officer with the City of Alexander City,
Alabama, 'Witnesses the animal destroy, scatter or overturn garbage and the person in charge fails or refuses to
remove such garbage they will be is.sued a sununons.

·SECTION 41. PUBLIC NULSANCE

No own.er shall fail to exercise the proper care and control of his animals to prevent them from becoroing a 
public nuisance. Excessive, continuous, and untimely barldng, molestlngpassersRby, chasing vehicles, 
1mbit1a1ly attacidng other animals, trespassing upon school grounds, turning over garbage cans or otherwise 
scattering garbage, or trespassing on private propert;y in such a manner as to damage property or cause 
unsanitary conditions shall be deemed a nuisance and un.Ia\.Vful.

SECTION 42. SALJES

(a) No person or business :may sell a.oimals (canine, feline, fowl, rabbits, r_eptiles, etc.) in a public 
place, within the oii;y limits of the City of Alexander City, Alabama, without proper business license.

(b) Hobby Breeders are required to obtain a business license for any monies made off the sale of animals or
the.ix stud.

SECTION 43. DOGS AND CATS; REST.RAINT

(a) Dogs. All dogs shall b'e kept under restraint or prevented from being at large at all times.

(b) cats. It shall be unlawful for the owner or any person having custody·or control of any cat w~ the City 
of Alexander City, Alabama, to allow said cat to nm.at large if said cat habitually causes des.truction or 
damage to the property of another or creates a nuisance. PI'U'li.ded, however, fuat no prosecutioz: shall be 
commenced and no an:est made pursuant to this section except upon affidavit made by the ag~eved party 
before a judge or magistrate of the Municipal Court and a warrant issued by said judge or magistrate.
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SECTION 44. CONFINEl.Y.JJliNT OF FEMALES WREN IN REAT OR SEASON

Every female dog or cat in heat or season shall be confined by the owner or harbored of such animal in a
building or secure enclosure in such a m3Ilnerthat such female dog or cat cannot come into contact with 
another animal except for planned breedillg.

SECTION 45. KEEPING FOWL

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any fowl in such a manner that shall cause a public nuisance or shall 
allow such fOwl to be at large .

. SECTION 46. GUARD DOG

Ariy dog trained for guard dog protection must be registered with the City of Alexander City Police 
Departro.ent, Chief af Pollce and Aninlal Control as such. A 11 guard dog on dutyi 1 sign must be posted where the
sign can easily be seen.

SECTION 47. SERVICE DOG

No owp.er, lessee, proprietor, manager, superintendent, agen~ or employee of any place of public 
accoromodation, amusement or recreation, including, but not limited to 1 any i:nn, hotel, restaurant, eating 
establishment, barbershop, billiard parlor, store, public conveyance, theater, motion picture house, public 
educational institution or elevator shall refuse to perm.it a guide dog to accompany a blind or handicapped 
person entering such place or making use of the acconunodation available when such blirld or handicapped 
person is being led by the guide dog; provided that such guide dog is wearing a harness; and provided further 
that such blind or handicapped person shall present for :inspection credentials issued by an accredited school fOr 
irallring guide dogs. ·

SECTION 48. DOG PRESUMED TO BE VICIOUS

(a) Dog presumed to be vicious~any dog which is lmown by the owner or person in charge habitually to chase 
n1o'Yingve.hicies or to charge persons on the public streets and other public ways, whether or not such dog has 
actually bitten or attacked a person or other animal.

(b) However, thafno prosecution shall be commenced, and no arrest made pursuant to this section except upon 
affidavit made before and warrant issued by a duJ,y appOinted municipaljudge or magistrate of the City.

SECTION 49. VICIOUS DOG

(a) REPORT Oll'V.ICIOUS DOG BY SWORN' S'.CA.TllMENT 
"When any person clah'l.1s that a dog is vicious, he shall make a swam statement before an 1offi.cer authorized to 
administer oaths in the City 1 and such sworn statement shall set:fbrth the reasons for believing the dog to be 
vicious. Such sworn statement shall be delivered to the animal control officer. Upon receipt of such sworn 
statement, the dog control office shall immediately make an investigation. If, in his opinion, the dog is vicious. 
and ff he further finds Th.at the incident reported is the first incident or indications of viciousness on the part of 
the dog, the dog control officer shall order the omi.er to confine the dog. After the dog is con.fined. the ow   et 
may, if he disagrees, appeal to the municipal judge fer him to decide if   the dog is to be declared vicious.

(b) CON!i'lNllMlll\"r l:tEQUJJmD 
It shall be 'Unla'Wful for the owner or other person in cillrrge thereof to keep in the Cizy a vicious dog, unless 
such dog :is securely confined. bound, or adequately leashed in such amromer as to prevent such dog from . 
escaping, biting, or attacking a person or other animal. It the dog has Oeenregl~red as a 11 guard dogt' or 11 guide 
do1t and was acting as a guard dog at i:he registered premises or guide dog at:the time ofthe-b!te. the dogs~ 
not be quarantined. The owner shall. however, repo1t to the Animal Control Officer or the Police Department if 
the dog is to be removed from the City within ten (10) days of the time of the bite.

(c) llNCLOSUEES l/Oll. VICIOUS DOGS-POSTING Oli'l?RJlMISllS . .
Whenever a vicious P,og is permitted to run at large within a wall, fence, or other enclosure, ~t shall be ti:e ~uty
of'the owner or person in charge of such dog to give public notice or waroin.gthat such dog is at large within 
such enclosure by conspicuously posting a written or printed notice at evezy unloclced entrance to such 
enclosure.

(d) LIAJllL!TI' Oli' OWNER .
A person oWlls or keeps a vicious dog in the City at his own risk. If a 'Vicious dog escapes from its enclosure or
injures any };letson outside of the enclosure, the owner of such dog shall b~ cri:i::rrlnally liable, whether such 
escape or injury oc'curred with or without negligence of the ow:ner, the lceeper or any other person,
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(e) llllMEDIES Ol1 DIVISION TO llll CUMVLATJ:Vll
T.heren1edies provided in. thls division are cumulative and sball in no way affect any other remedies provided 
by law <ind shall be L'l addition to the vriminal prosecution of the owner or keeper of any vicious dog.

SECTION 50. ·J:>ENALXTIES FOR VIOLATION OF CE:Al'TER

Any person violating aey provisions of this chapter sball be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 
punished by a:fine of not less than.$50.00 ali.dnotmore ihan $500.00 plus court cost. If any violation be 
continuing, each day's violation shill be deemed a separate 'Violation. If   any person found guilty by a court of 
violating the section prohibiting cruelty to animals, his permit to own, lceep, harbor or have ctistody of animals 
shall be deemed automatically revoked ro-i.d no new permit may be issued for a period of two years and upon a
second conviction, no Permit s11aJl issue to such person duri..'1g anytime;

SECTION 51. APJ:>LICAJ3IL1TY OF 1$0VISXONS TO NONRE,SID:ENTS

The sections ofthls chapter requiring a permit sl:rall not apply to nonresidents of tl1e City who are keeping only 
doinesti,c pets, provided. that '3Irimals of such owners shall not be kept in the city longer than 30 days <md that

· the animals are kept under restraint.

SECTION 52. ANllY.fAL BITES; QUARANTINE OF AN1111AL

.Any animal which bites a person shall be quarantined torten days in a veterinary hospital for observation at the 
expense of the owner. The <mimal shalI be securely confined and lee pt from contact with any other animals 
during the quarantme period, Sentry, Trackii:lg Multipurpose or Guard dogs used in law enforcement work 
shall be exempt from the quarantine period where such bite occurs in the ~e of duty and evidence of proper 
vaccination against rabies is provided, but shall be examined by a licensed veterinarian at tfle end of ten days 
after such bite.

SECTION 53. KEEPING OF SWINE

It shall be unJavr.ful for any person to keep within the City ariy hog or other mtlmal of fue stvine :family, with
the exception of a V1etnronese pot·beliied pig if   kept as a household pet. ·

SECTION 54. KEEPING OF CATTLE AND :S:ORSES WITBJN CITY LllV.UTS

Refer to Zoning Ordinance, Section 5-RR, 5.3 I, Kand L

SECTION 55. :PROPER ENCLOSURES REQVIRED

(a) It shill be unlawful and shall constitute a public nuisance for any person having charged, custody or
control of any animal in any enclosure in the Ci'o/, unless such. enclosure is sO constructe"d and meintfilned that 
any animal kept therein is securely confined and prevented from escapingthere from. The running at large of 
any animal orfOwl shall be prima facie evidence that the enclosm:e wherein the animal was kept is not 
constnicted a:o ..d maintained according to the requirements of this section and that the keeping crf. the animal in 
such enclosures is unlaw.fu.l. A proper enclosure shall include a chemical, electric or fence so designed to keep 

. an a.uima1 securely enclosed and on and within the property of the owner of the animal.

(b) For the protection of the public health, it shall be the duty of evezy person who lceeps any ru:tlroa1 in an.
en.closure within the city at all times to malli.ta5.:n the premises or area where such animal is confined in a 
sanitary condition; to prevent the hatching of any :fly or in.sect larvae; to prevent offunsive odors emanati~n 
there from; to perotlt the animal control officer or health officer to go on the premises at any reasorufule time to 
inspect the premises; and to comply with all reasonable requirements and directions given by the animal 
control officer or health officer, pertaining to public health, sanitation, tly or insect larvae control and to the 
prevention of offensive odors.

(c) Any person, having care, custody or control of any premises where any animal is ~ept c~n:fi.ned. or ii;- an
enclosure, who is given a written notice or .heal.th officer pointing out any conditions which exist m :iolation of 
the provisions of this section and who fails to remedy such conditions wit.'Un.:five days from the receipt of the 
notice shall be gcilty of a misdemeanor.

(d) AJI'j person who fails within :five days after the receipt of the noti.c~ from tb.e ~al Control 0:-f~ or t
the health officer to correct the conditions pointed out therein shall be guilty of a m.xsdemeanor and sh e no
be allowed to :further keep or malntain the domestic animal 1-'cithin the City.
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(e) Any person lceeping an lllli:mal within tbe City iri such a manner that is unsanitary or in such a manner
that allows the hatching of any fly or insect larvae.or causes offensive or vile odors to emanate there fron1 as a
result of the keeping of said anirnal shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. The Arrinllll Control Officer shall be 
empowered to enforce violations oftbe provisions of this Ordinance by issuing citations for the violation or
tiling complaints in order to bring the offender before the municipal court of the Cit; of .Alexander City,
Alabama.

SECTION 56. FATI-URE TO COMPLYWITB: NOTICE RELATIVE PREMISES

(a) .Any person 'having charge, custody or control of any premises where any animal or fowl is kept who is
given written notice by the animal control officer or heal.ID officer, pointing out an)' conditions which exist in 
'Violfil:i.on af tl1e provisions of tbis chapter ID'l.d who fails to remedy such condition "Nithin five days from the
receipt of the notice shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) It shall be ~nfa.wful for any person who fails wi.thln:five days after: the receipt of such notice from either
the .A.nllnaI Control Officer or Health Officer to correct the conditions pointed out therein, to further keep or 
maintain the animal or fowl within the City.

SECTION57. MANDATORY SPAY ANDNEUTERLAW

. A:ny facility operated by or 1lllder contract for the State or any County, Municipal Corporation, or other 
political subdivision of the State for the purpose of impounding or harboring seized, stray, homeless, 
abandoned1 orunwanted dogs, cats, and otheranimals; any veterinary hospital or clinic operated by a 
veterinarian or veterinarians which operates for such purpose in. addition' to its customary purposes; and any 
facility operated, owned, or maintam.ed by a duly incorporated humane sociefy'i anitrull wetfure organization, or 
other nonprofit orgariization for the purpose of providing for and promoting the welfare, protection, and 
humane treatment of animals and any unincorporated nonprofit organization or business entity existing for 
fostering and adopting dogs and cats by the public, shall make provisions fut'the sterilization of all dogs or cats 
acquired from a shelter, agency, or humane society, byprovidIDg for all of the following:

(a) Sterilization by a licensed veterinarian before relinquishing custody of the animal.

(b) Entering into a written a&r'eement with the person acquiring the anbnal guaranteeing that sterilization will
be pelfon:ned by a licensed veterinarian 'Wifuin 30 days after acquisition of   the animal, or within 30 days of the
sexual maturity of an anin1al.

(Alabama Mandatory Spay andNeuterLaw,llli: lTli:NACTl!:D llYTBELl!:GISLA.TlJRJ!: OI>
ALABAMA, Aprll .2006)

SECTION 58. PENALTIES

Any person violating any provision. onhis Ordinance shall be ·cteemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor a:nil upon conviction thereof shall be fined in an amount 
not less that $5p.oo nor more that $500.00 or be imprisoned ~or a period of 
time in the City Jail not to exceeding thirty (30) days or be both so fined and
imprisoned. Each day such violation is committed or permitted to continue
shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable as such hereunder.

SECTION 59. lliTEEFEEENCE WlTEENFORCElY.l:ENT OF ARTICLE

rt shail be unlawful and punishable as a misdemeanor as stated in Section 58 
above for any person to interfere, impede or binder with any person 
authorized or empqwered to perform any duty under this article.

SECTION 60. SEVERABILITY

(a) If   any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase orpotiion of thls ordb:Ianc:e is'for any reason 
held h1.valid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction such portion sh~ b.e deenled
a separated, distinct, and i'ldej;endent provision and such holding shall not affect the :a11dit.Y oftbe
rernaittlng portions thereof. 

(b) That any ordinance or parts of orafuances in conflict with the provisi ens of th.is ord ..inance are 
hereby repealed and rescinded.
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SECTION 61. PROVISIONS CUMULATIVE

The provisions of this Ordinance are cumulative and in addition to any ot.1.er procedure now 
authorized by law for the accomplishment of the objectives hereinafter contemplated.

SECTION 62. EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption and publication as required by law.

SECTION 63. SDPERSESSION OF ORDINANCES

This ordinance supersedes all City ordinances which are codified as Chapter 10
of the Code of Ordinances of the City of .Alexander City, Alabama, with the
exception of Article 1, Section 10,2- "Bird Sanctuary" which remains :in 
full force and effect

ADOPTED this 7th day for November, 2011.

APPROVED this ?'h day of November, 2011.

.ATTEST:

City Clerk---Acting

CERTIFICATION OF CITY CLERK

. The undersigned, as Acting Clerk of the City of Alexander City, Alabama,
hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true, correct, and complete copy of
Ordinance No 2012-03 which was duly adopted by the City Council on the 
7th of November, 2011.

WITNESS MY SIGNATURE, as Acting Clerk of the City of Alexander 
City, Alabama, under the seal thereof, this 7th day of November, 2011.

SEAL

As Acting Clerk of the City_ of 
Alexander City, AL


