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The follow i ng ordina nce having been introdu ced ~t'a duly co nvened meeting on June 2, 2015,
and notice of its introduction h aving been pul>li gbed in the officia l jo  urnal and a public
hearing  ·havin been held in connection th erew ith on this date, was offered for final adoption
by cl, ..:J · and seconded by frof'l.iS Phl'SQnc .e.. :

ORDINANCE
I? /OtP . ,,

WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Abbeville grants corporate powers to the
governi n g authority thereof, which include, but are not limited to the rig ht to acquire real estate 
to be u sed for a public purpose and to make regulations fo r the preservation of good order and 
preserve the peace within the ci~; <

WHEREAS, the Constituti on of the State of Louisiana provides, in Art  i cle 1 Section 11 ,
that · ' [!]he right of each citizen to keep and bear arms is fundamental a nd shall not be infrin ge  d. 
Any res  triction on th is right sha ll be subject to st  rict sc ru tiny.'· However  , the tight is not absolute. 
The co ns titution does not prohibit the legislature from e nac ting law s which do restrict one·s right 
to bear arms; 1

WHEREAS, the legislature created a " firearm-free zone"  2 whi ch includes any school
campus, and the area extending_one thousand feet from the campus. The term "school" is
defined to mean "any public or private eleme  ntary , seco  nd ary, high school, or vocat  i onal
technical sc  hool , college, or university... ";3

WHEREAS, the Vermi  li on P arish School Board operates a system of elementary,
middle, and high schools within the corporate limits of this City. Vari ous re li gious groups 
operate paroch ial schools in the City.- In addition thereto, the State of Louisiana operates -a 
vocational - techn ica  l school in the City;

WHEREAS, the local governing authority of the City, ha  s the ob li gation to publish a
map1\.vhich clearly indicates the boundaries of each of the firearm-free zo  n es. 4 To that end 
Se ll ers & Assoc  i ates, Inc. has been dul y authorized to prepare suc  h a map to es  t ablish the 
firearm-free zo nes a nd to ident ify all City owned r eal estate l ocated therein ;

WHEREAS, the map has been presented to the City Council, and based upon an
exam  in at ion the reof, the Council finds that A. A. Comeaux Park , Parker Hebert Park  , and Morty 
Park are located w ithin firearm -free zones and thus s ubj ect to the state's restriction of weapons 
therein;

WHEREAS, th  e City Council does hereby make a finding of fact that it is in the best...
interest of the ci ti zens of this City and its vis i tors , all of w ho m have access to the above referred 
to parks for athletic, recreational, and soci a l events, functions, or usage, to designate said parks 
as included wit  h in firearm-free zones;

1 State in Interest of J.M., Sup.2014, 144 So.3d 853, 2013-1717, 2013 -1772 (La . 1/28/14). 
2 LSA R.S. 14:95.6(A) 
3 LSA R.S. 14:95.6(C)(l) 
4 LSA R.S. 14:95.6(0)
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WHEREAS, the map as presented to the CitlCounci l, furthe r reveals that City owned 
propert y-, including  , but not limited to, the Gertrude E lectrical Substatio  n ; Pete Noel Electrical 
Substat ion; and the city 's drainage retention pond are located within, or partially within the 
firearm-free zones, and thus subject to the s tate's restriction of weapons therei n ;

WHEREAS, the C ity Council does hereby make a finding of fact that it is , in the best 
interest of the citizens of this City to include a ll such City owned property wit  hin firearm-free 
zones;

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of A bb ev  ille (the "Governing 
Authority"), acting as the governing authority of the C ity of Abbeville, State of 
Lo ui siana, that it does, b y these presence, enact Chapter 9, Article V , Sections 9-60 
through 9-62, inclusive:

Chapter 9 - Health 
A rticle V - Firearm-free Zone

Sec. 9 -60 - Creation of a "Firearm-free Zone;" exceptions; s ignage; penalty for 
removing signs.

A. A ' ·fir earm -free zone·· is an area with in one thousand feet of any school campus.

B. The provisions of this Sect  ion shal I not app ly to: 

( I) A federal, state. or local law enforcemen t building.

i (2) A military base. 

(3) A commercial establishment which is permitted by law to ha ve firearms or 

armed sec  urity. 

( 4) Private premises where a firearm is kept pursuant to law . 

(5) Any const itutionall y protected ac tivit y within th~ firearm-free zone. such as a 

firearm contained entirely -vvithin a motor vehicle.

C. For purposes of this Section:
'

(I) .. School" means any public or private elementa ry. secondary. high school. or

vocational-technica  l school. college, or university in the C ity. 

(2) ··School campus" means all facilit ies and prope rr y within the boundar  y of th e 

schoo l property. •



..

I I

D. The City Counc il does hereby adopt and publi s h ed the Sel lers & Association , Jnc . ~

map dated May 7, 20 15 which clear  ly indicate  s th e boundaries of each fireann- 

free zo ne in accordance with the s pecification  s in Subsection A. The 

firearm-free zone map is hereby made an oFlicial public document and ordered to 

be filed in the conveyance records of the C lerk of Court for Vern:iilion P arish .
........

E. The s tate s uperinte  ndent of education ha s deve loped il method by which to mark 

fire arm-free zones , includin g the use or s igns or ot hf r markings suitable to th e 

s ituation. Signs of  ·other marking  s sha ll be located in a vis ible manne r on or near 

each City owned property located with i n the firearm-free zone .

F. (I) It is unlawful for any person to cove r, rem  ove, deface, a lter, or destroy any 

s ign or other marking identifying a firearm-fre e zo ne as provided in thi  s Section. 

(2) Whoever violates the provi s ion s of thi s S ub sec tion sha ll be fined not more 

than one thousand dollars or impri soned for not more than six months , or both.- .

Sec. 9-61 - Carry ing a firearm or dangerou s weapon firearm-free zone.

A. Carrying a fireann, or dangerou s weapon as defined in LSA R.S. 14:2, by anyone. not 
exe mpted in subsection (J3.) hereof, in a fir  ea rm-free zo  ne is unl aw ful.

8. The provi s ions of this Sectio11 s h all not app ly to:

(I) A federa l law e nforcem  en t officer or a Lou is iana-commi ss ion ed state

o r local Po s t Certified law enfo rc emen t office r w h o is au thori ze d to carry 

a firearm. 

( 2) Th  e possession of a firearm occurring entirely o n private p r operty. or 

entire ly within a private r esidence. 

(3) Any constitutionally protected activity w hi c h ca  nnot be re g ulated b y 

the s tat e, s uch as a firearm contain  e d enti r ely within a motor vehicle-.

C . Whoever co mmit s the crime of carrying a firearm. o r a dan ge  rous we  apon as defined 
in R.S. 14:2, in a fiream1-free zo  n e s hall be s ubj ect t o prosecution in state dis trict court 
and th e penalti es provided for in LSA R.S. 14 :95.2

Sec. 9-62 - Designation of C i ty o.wned real estate within firearm -free zones.

A. The following c ity parks are within a firearm-free zo ne:



( 1) A. A. Comeaux Park; 
(2) Parker Hebert Park ;
(3) Matty Park.

,
. ~

B. The follow in g city owned real estate, other than city parks, is located within a firearm­
free zone:
(1) Gertrude Electrical Substation; ~.....
(2) Pete Noel Electrical Substation; 
(3) City Drainage Retention Pond; 
(4) Such ot  her city property as may be reflected by revised and subsequently adopted 
versions of the Sellers & Associates, Inc. map dated May 7, 2015

'-. 

Effective Date. This Ordinance shal l become effective thirty days afte r publication.

This ordinance havi n g been submitted to a vote  , the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS: 3[Pl~i~nce, !JroLJ~rtJ) hlartJy)

NAYS: D

ABSENT: ~lLttMr"f, '/ou.c..J,e;J-)

And the ordinance was declared adop  ted on this, the 2nd day of June  , 2015. '

P~-k> ~ ffn ~~fa>/J:5.
~G~ {/t?U( a,;~ {p/LJ/17
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