TOWN OF WEST WARWICK
ORDINANCE
OF THE
TOWN COUNCIL
ORDINANCE NO. 2022 - 15

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 2, 3 AND 5 OF THE WEST
WARWICK ZONING CODE OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF
WEST WARWICK,

WHEREAS: The General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island has enacted legislation
requiring certain changes to the zoning codes of the municipalities of the State of
Rhode Island, and

WHEREAS: The Town Council shall enact such amendments to the Zoning Code of the Town
of West Warwick to bring the Code into compliance with the Rhode Island
General Laws as amended:

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED that the Town Council of the Town of
West Warwick hereby amends Sections 2, 3 and 5 of the West Warwick Zoning Code of the Code
of Ordinances as follows:

Section 2. - General purposes.

These zoning regulations are developed and maintained in reliance upon the West
Warwick comprehensive plan prepared and adopted by the town in accordance with the Rhode
Island General Laws and are designed to address the following purposes. The town council
recognizes these purposes, each with equal priority and numbered for reference only.

2.17 To satisfy the minimal requirements of the State Zoning Enabling Act as set forth in
RIGL §45-24-37(e).

Section 3. - Definitions.

3.2 Accessory dwelling unit (ADU). A residential living unit on the same parcel where the
primary use is a legally established single-unit or multi-unit dwelling. An ADU provides




complete independent living facilities for one or more persons. It may take various forms
including, but not limited to: a detached unit; a unit that is part of an accessory structure, such

as a detached garage; or a unit that is part of an expanded or remodeled primary dwelling.

Section 5. - Use regulations.

The Town of West Warwick is divided into the following mapped districts to implement this
ordinance and may include, but are not limited to, the separation of residential from
nonresidential uses and the division of nonresidential uses into appropriate areas of the town to
achieve the purposes stated in section 2 hereinbefore:

5.1 Reserved. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this ordinance, accessory dwelling
units (ADUs) shall be permitted only as provided in section 5.6.16.

5.2 Reserved.

5.3 Table of use regulations.
Y = Permitted.

X = Prohibited.

S = Special Use Permit.

5.6.16 Accessory dwelling units (ADUS) shall only be permitted as part of an owner-

occupied residence as a reasonable accommodation for family members with disabilities

or who are sixty- two (62) years of age or older, or to accommodate other family

members. When used in this section the terms “family members with disabilities” means
a person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more

of life activities as defined in R.I.G.L..§42-87-1(7). The intent of this section is to comply
with the minimum requirements of R.I.G.L.. § 45-24-37(e) and to prohibit the use of

accessory dwelling units beyond the minimum requirements of R.I.G.L. § 45-24-37(e).

Applications for ADUs shall be reviewed by the town planner.

5.6.16.1 A valid zoning certificate shall be in existence.

5:6-16:4 5.6.16.2 No violations of any of the town's codes or ordinances shall exist on the lot at
the time of the application.

5:6-16.5 5.6.16.3 The aceessery-family-dwelling-unit ADU shall not contain more than two

bedrooms.



5.6.16-6 5.6.16.4 At least one additional off-street parking space shall be provided for on the
lot for the accessory-family-dwelling-unit ADU. Additional parking on the side of side of the

main residence shall be prohibited.

5.6-16-7 5.6.16.5 The accessoryfamHy-dweling-unit ADU shall be constructed in accordance
with the plans approved by the zening-beard-efreview Building Official.

An ADU shall be permitted in a structure that is a lawfully established pre-existing non-
conforming use through a special use permit and no variance shall be required.

5.6:16-13 5.6.16.7 The acecessory-dwelling ADU unit shall not have separate connections to
any utilities servicing the accessory-famiy-dweling-unit ADU.

5.6-16-16 5.6.16.8 The use as an acecessory-dwellingunit ADU shall automatically cease and no

longer be valid upon (1) such aceessory-dwelling-urit ADU being occupied by any person
other than the family members with disabilities or who are sixty- two (62} yvears of age or

older or to accommodate other family members for whom the ADU was created ah-

or (2) conveyance of the prrncrpal srngle famrly dwellrng unit to any person other than the
present owner, whichever shall first occur, provided however, in the event if conveyance of the
principal single family dwelling unit to any person other than the present owner and the
transferee of such conveyance shall desire to continue that approved accessory-dwelling-unit

ADU without making any changes thereto, such aceessory-famiy-dwelling-urit ADU approval



may be continued, subjectto-alpriorconditions-and-stipulations-and-specifically subject to-
sections-5-6-19-20,-5:6-19-21and-5-6-16-22 such continuation of the approval of the accessery-

dweling-unit ADU may be approved administratively in the discretion of the town planner.
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