ORDINANCE NO. 2024-12

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA,
FLORIDA PERTAINING TO THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA
CODE OF ORDINANCES, PROVIDING FOR
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; REPEALING
SECTION 42-4 OF THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES;
REPEALING ORDINANCES 2023-06 AND 2024-06;
PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT AND REINSTATEMENT
OF CHAPTER 42, ARTICLE V, GOLF CARTS AND LOW
SPEED VEHICLES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT DORA CODE
OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS;
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER'S
ERRORS; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING
FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Florida Constitution, Article VIII, Section 2(b), and Florida Statutes,
Section 166.021(1), establish the home rule powers of Florida municipalities and enable
municipalities to conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions, render municipal
services, and exercise any power for municipal purposes, except as expressly prohibited by law;
and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance implements and is enacted under such home rule powers
vested in the City of Mount Dora by the Florida Constitution and the Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes, Section 316.2122, allows a municipality to prohibit the
operation of low-speed vehicles, on any roadway in its jurisdiction, in the interest of safety; and

-WHEREAS, the City hereby finds that low-speed vehicles may safely travel on or across
certain roadways within the jurisdiction of the City where the speed, volume, and character of the
motor vehicle traffic is suitable for such low-speed vehicle use; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Florida Statutes, Section 316.212(1) the City has determined that
golf carts may likewise safely travel on or across certain City roadways where the speed, volume,
and character of motor vehicle traffic is suitable for such golf cart use; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes, Section 316.212(8), authorizes municipalities to enact
restrictions and regulations regarding golf cart operations that are more restrictive than those
contained in the Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the City hereby finds that golf carts are a valid form of transportation,

commonly used as a mode of mobility from place-to-place, are utilized for utility purposes and are
an environmentally friendly mode of transportation; and

Page 1 of 11




WHEREAS, the City further finds that the City of Mount Dora is a community that is well
suited for and will benefit by the appropriate use of golf carts within certain roadways of the City;
and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City to provide for the orderly operation of golf carts on
designated municipal streets and roads and to set standards for the operation and registration of
such golf carts; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined that adopting more restrictive golf cart regulations,
than those set forth in Florida Statutes, Section 316.212, is necessary and appropriate in order to
protect and promote the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of Mount; and

WHEREAS, the City enacted Ordinance No. 2023-06 to establish restrictions and
regulations for operation of golf carts and low speed vehicles with a sunset date to occur within
twelve months unless reenacted by the City; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2023-06 will sunset on June 20, 2024, and will have no force and
effect after that date; and

WHEREAS, the City on March 5, 2024, approved Ordinance No. 2024-06 amending the
operator’s drivers age of the City of Mount Dora Code of Ordinances; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2024-06 will sunset on June 20, 2024, and will have no force and
effect after that date; and

WHEREAS, accordingly, the City wishes to repeal the provisions contained within
Ordinance 2023-06 and Ordinance 2024-06, and readopt same with revisions as herein specified
in order to permanently reinstate Article V, Section 42-203 of the City of Mount Dora Code
Ordinances, thereby permanently codifying standards for the operation and registration of golf
carts. :

Note: Underlined words of this constitute the new text of the City of Mount Dora Code of
Ordinances, asterisks (***) indicate an omission from the original text of the Code of Ordinances,
City of Mount Dora, which is intended to remain unchanged, and strikethreugh constitutes
deletions from the original Code of Ordinances.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: ’

SECTION 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT. The City of Mount Dora
has complied with all requirements and procedures of Florida Law in processing this Ordinance.
The above recitals are hereby adopted.

SECTION 2. REPEALING CITY OF MOUNT DORA CODE OF ORDINANCES,
CHAPTER 42, TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES, ARTICLE V, GOLF CARTS AND LOW
SPEED VEHICLES. City of Mount Dora Code of Ordinances, Chapter 42, Traffic and Vehicles,
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Article V — ‘Golf Carts and Low Speed Vehicles’ as set forth in Ordinance 2023-06 and Ordinance
2024-06 is hereby repealed prior to the sunset date set forth in both ordinances. A copy of each of
the ordinances is attached hereto via Composite Exhibit “A” in strikethrough.

SECTION 3. REPEALING CITY OF MOUNT DORA CODE OF ORDINANCES,
CHAPTER 42, TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES, ARTICLE I, IN GENERAL., SECTION 42-4,
GOLF CART USAGE ON CERTAIN STREETS. As shown below, City of Mount Dora Code

of Ordinances, Chapter 42, Traffic and Vehicles, Article I, In General, Section 42-4, Golf Cart
Usage on Certain Streets, is hereby repealed in its entirety and shall have no further force or effect
upon adoption of this Ordinance.
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SECTION 4. ESTABLISHING CITY OF MOUNT_ DORA CODE_OF

ORDINANCES., CHAPTER 42, TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES, ARTICLE V, GOLF CARTS
AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES. City of Mount Dora Code Ordinances, Chapter 42, Traffic and
Vehicles, Article V, Golf Carts and Low Speed Vehicles is hereby established as follows:

ARTICLE V. GOLF CARTS AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES

Section 42.200. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

City Right of Way shall mean the paved area of an improved street, road, or designated golf
cart trail, as applicable, located within the jurisdiction of the City of Mount Dora.

Golf Cart Golf Cart shall mean a motor vehicle for personal, non-commercial use that is
designed and manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting or recreation
purposes and that is not capable of exceeding speeds of 20 miles per hour.

Low Speed Vehicle (“LSV”") shall mean any four-wheeled vehicle with a top speed greater
than 20 miles per hour but not greater than 25 miles per hour, including but not limited to
neighborhood electric vehicles and must comply with the requirements of Florida Statutes,
Section 316.2122.

Operator shall mean the person operating a Golf Cart, in accordance with the age
restrictions set forth herein, or LSV on a City Right of Way.

Section 42-201. - Authorized Use of City Right of Way by LSV and Golf Carts.

A, The operation of a LSV on a Designated City Right of Way shall be in accordance with
Florida law, specifically Florida Statutes, Section 316.2122. including but not limited to proper
registration, insurance and equipment. A properly registered LSV may be operated on a City Right
of Way with a posted speed limit of no more than thirty-five (35) miles per hour, twenty-four hours
a day, every day of the vear, unless the City Right of Way is closed for a special event or other
City purpose.

B. The operation of a Golf Cart on a City Right of Way shall be in accordance with Florida
Statutes, Section 316.212. and as further restricted by this Article.

C. The following additional restrictions shall apply to the operation of a Golf Cart on a City
Right of Way:
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1. Golf Carts must be properly equipped as set forth herein and registered with the
City of Mount Dora through the registration process created by the City in its sole
discretion.

2. A properly registered Golf Cart may only be operated on a City Right of Way with
posted speed limits of no more than thirty (30) miles per hour, unless City Right of Way is
otherwise posted as “NO GOLEF CARTS ALLOWED”.

3. A properly registered Golf Cart may be operated by a on a City Right of Way
twenty-four hours a day, every day of the vear, unless the City Right of Way is closed for
a special event or other City purpose.

D.  Under no circumstances does this Article grant permission to operate a LSV or properly
registered Golf Cart on a County, State, or Federal roadway or in a manner which is inconsistent
with the laws, rules or regulations required thereby.

E. All off-highway vehicles as defined by Florida Statutes, Section 317.0003, including but

not limited to ATV, OHM, and ROV are prohibited from traveling on a City Right of Way,
regardless of the permissions granted to Golf Carts and LSVs as set forth herein.

Section 42-202. - Golf Cart Equipment Regulations.

A. For safety purposes, in order to register a Golf Cart in the City of Mount Dora and operate
the same on a City Right of Way. the Golf Cart must be appropriately equipped with the following
properly functioning items that are in usable and operable condition at all times:

1. A clear windshield mounted at the front of the vehicle so as to reasonably protect
the face of the Golf Cart Operator from wind and debris while the Golf Cart is underway.
Such windshield must be in good repair, free of cracks, and not be covered, marred,
stained, or painted over so as to obstruct the Operator’s field of vision when operating the
Golf Cart.

2. Driver’s side exterior mirror.

3. Either an interior rearview mirror or a passenger’s side exterior mitror.

4. Two headlamps mounted on the front of the Golf Cart and facing forward, which
show a white light. An object, material, or covering that alters the headlamp’s light color
may not be placed, displayed, installed, affixed. or applied over a headlamp. Light bars

are prohibited.

5. Two tail lamps mounted on the rear of the Golf Cart facing rearward, which must
emit a red light plainly visible from a distance of 1,000 feet to the rear of the Golf Cart.
Such tail lamps must be enabled to additionally function as brake lamps so_that they
automatically emit a distinctively brighter red light when the brakes of the Golf Cart are

applied.
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6. Brakes and parking brake.

7. Front and rear turn signals. When signaling, front turn signals must emit a flashing
amber light while rear facing turn signals must emit a flashing light that is either amber
or red in color.

8. A reliable steering apparatus.

9. Rear and side reflex reflectors.

10. A horn installed into the golf cart so as to be easily operated by the Operator of the
Golf Cart and that is plainly audible when activated.

11. Rear facing seats must include safety grab bars/rails.

12.  Golf Carts may be equipped with a trailer, the dimensions of which may not exceed
40 inches wide and 60 inches long. The total weight of the material or other items hauled
in the trailer may not exceed the weight limit specified by the manufacturer of the trailer
or the manufacturer’s towing capacity for the Golf Cart to which the trailer is attached.
Golf Carts equipped with trailers must be equipped with a properly installed trailer hitch
or hitch pin accessibly that is appropriate to the linkage used by the attached trailer. Golf
Cart trailers may not be used to transport or otherwise carry (i) passengers or (ii) vehicles
such as boats, ATVs, and other motorized vehicles, including additional Golf Carts.
Trailers not otherwise designed to be towed by a Golf Cart are not permitted.

13.  In public areas, Golf Carts must be parked on improved parking surfaces,
specifically designated for vehicle parking, and shall not be parked on other surfaces
which have not been designated as parking areas.

The number of occupants in any golf cart operated pursuant to this Article is restricted to

the number of seats on the Golf Cart. For the purposes of this provision, both pets and persons

qualify as “occupants,” and a standard Golf Cart bench seat is deemed to allow seating for two

occupants.

The Operator of the Golf Cart shall be responsible for ensuring that no occupants of a Golf

Cart are standing at any time while the Golf Cart is in motion.

Section 42-203. - Age Restrictions and Insurance.

Any Operator of a Golf Carts on a City Right of Way must meet the following

requirements:

1. Must be 18 vears of age to operate a golf cart on the designated roadways unless he
or she possesses a valid learner’s driver license or valid driver’s license.
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2. Operators of golf carts on designated roadways must possess a valid form of
government-issued photographic identification.

B. Golf Carts being operated on a City Right of Way must be covered under a valid insurance
policy including coverage for personal injury and property damage, with minimum amounts of
$10.000 per occurrence, $10.000 in the aggregate. Proof of valid insurance coverage must be in
the Golf Cart at the time of operation on a City Right of Way.

Section 42-204. - Registration Required; Rejection.

A. Prior to being operated on a City Right of Way, a Golf Cart must be registered with the
City as set forth herein.

B. Golf carts must be registered annually with the City of Mount Dora through an application
process as determined by the City in its sole discretion. The initial registration fee shall be $25.00,
with an annual renewal fee of $10.00. Annual fees may be changed from time to time by the City
in its sole discretion through the adoption of a Resolution.

C. Upon approval, the Golf Cart owner will receive an annual registration sticker from the
City which shall be affixed to the windshield on the driver’s side, lower corner, and face outward.
While the registration is issued to the Golf Cart owner, the registration sticker is personal to a
specific Golf Cart and is not transferrable.

D. The City reserves the right to reject or not renew a Golf Cart registration application if the

application is incomplete, all of the minimum requirements have not been met and/or if the
applicant has been found in violation of this Article on two (2) or more occasions within a twelve

month period.

E. The City Manager may revoke an owner’s Golf Cart registration(s) by written revocation
letter, as set forth herein, at any time for the following reasons:

1. Operating or allowing a Golf Cart to be operated in a reckless manner or in such a
manner so as to cause injury to pedestrians, other Golf Cart operators, or bicvclists:

2. Operating or allowing a Golf Cart to be operated in such a manner so as to result in
damage to public or private property;

3. Operating or allowing a Golf Cart to be operated with general disregard of the
regulations of the Article, resulting in two (2) or more moving violations in accordance
herewith within a single twelve (12) month period:; or

4, Providing false information to the City on a registration application.

F. The City Manager or designee shall issue a revocation letter to the registered owner of a
Golf Cart, setting forth the specific reasons for revocation. The revocation letter shall be sent to
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the registered owner of the Golf Cart, by certified mail, return receipt requested. The registered
Golf Cart owner may appeal the revocation within five (5) days of receipt of the revocation letter
by submitting a written appeal to the City Clerk to be heard by the City Council. The appeal shall

be limited to the issues of the revocation and shall be placed on the next available City Council
agenda for consideration. The decision of the City Council related to the appeal shall be final.

G. If the registered Golf Cart owner fails to timely file an appeal or the City Council upholds
the revocation, the revocation shall ‘be valid for a period of one (1) vear. Upon expiration of the
one-vyear period, the individual may re-apply for a Golf Cart registration with the City.

Section 42-205. — Exemptions.

A. Operation of a Golf Cart on the following City Rights of Way are exempt from the other
provisions of this Article: however, such operation is subject to the requirements of this Section
and any violations shall be classified as Other Violations of this Article as set forth in Section 42-
206.B:

Andover Court;
Arcadian Court;
Brightmoor Court;
Chase Court;

Citrus Court

Country Club Boulevard;
Covey Circle;
Edgewater Drive;

) Falconbridge Place;
10. Friars Court;

11. Greenbriar Trail;

12. Heathland Court;

13. Hunters Green Court;
14. Laurel Ridge Drive;
15. Oakcrest Circle;

16. Park Forest Boulevard;
17. Pine Hollow Drive;

18. St. Andrews Way:;

19. St. Ives Court;

20. St. James Way:;

21, Shadowood Circle:

22. Spring Creek Court;
23. Stafford Spring Boulevard; and
24. Wyngate Court

D[R N [ [N B [ =

B. Any Golf Cart being operated on the above City Rights of Way must be operated by a
person who is at least 18 vears of age and has a valid driver’s license. If operated during the hours
between sunrise and sunset, the Golf Cart must be equipped with efficient brakes, reliable
steering apparatus, safe tires, a rearview mirror, and red reflectorized warning devices in both
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the front and rear. If operated during the hours between sunset and sunrise, the Golf Cart must
be equipped with efficient brakes, reliable steering apparatus, safe tires, a rearview mirror, red
reflectorized warning devices in both the front and rear, head lights, tail lights, brake lights, turn
signals. and a windshield.

Section 42-206. — Penalties and Enforcement.

A. Registration violation. Operation of a Golf Cart on a City Right of Way without a
registration or with an expired registration will subject the Operator to a separate fine for each such
violation. The initial penalty amount for a registration violation shall be $100.00 for each
occurrence. The City may adjust this fine amount from time to time through the adoption of a
Resolution.

B. Other Violations of this Article. Operation of a Golf Cart or LSV in violation of this Article
will subject the Operator to a separate fine for each such violation. The initial penalty amount for
any other violation of this Article not otherwise specified shall be $25.00 for each occurrence. The
City may adjust this)ﬁne amount from time to time through the adoption of a Resolution.

C. Moving violation. A Golf Cart and/or LSV must be operated on a City Right of Way in
accordance with all applicable traffic laws as promulgated by the State of Florida and may receive
a citation for traffic violations in the same manner as an operator of a motor vehicle. The use of a
Golf Cart or LSV resulting in violations of the Florida "Uniform Traffic Control" statute and the
Florida "Uniform Disposition of Traffic Infractions Act" are enforceable as provided in Florida
Statutes, Chapters 316 and 318, and the penalties set forth therein. All other City ordinances
pertaining to the use of motor vehicles are also applicable to the operation of Golf Carts and LSV
to the extent that such may be applied.

D. An officer who has probable cause to believe that a person has committed an act in violation
of this Article or Florida Statutes, Chapter 316 or 318, may issue a municipal citation therefor.

E. A municipal citation issued shall include the following information:

Name of Operator, address, date of birth;
Date, time, and location of issuance;

Golf Cart description;

Violation charged:

Amount of fine;

Department case number:

Issuing officer's signature;

Name and address of issuing agency:

. Number of days allowed to pay the penalty;
0. Instructions for contesting the penalty; and
1. Instructions for paying the penalty.

e T Y e S

F. Any person issued a municipal citation pursuant to this Article may, within ten (10) days
of issuance of a citation:
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1. pay the penalty:

2. contest the citation for a registration violation or other violation of this Article to
the City Magistrate by providing written notice to the City Clerk:
3. contest the citation for a moving violation in County Court,

Payments postmarked and mailed within the ten-day period shall be considered timely.

G. Any person electing to_contest the penalty shall be deemed to have waived the penalty
limitation specified on the citation. The County Court or Magistrate, as applicable, after hearing
shall make a determination as to whether a violation has been committed. If the commission of a
violation has been proven, the Countv Court or Magistrate, as applicable, may impose a penalty
not to exceed $500.00.

H. If a person fails to pay the fine or elect to contest the penalty, either by mail or in person
within the ten (10) day period set forth herein, shall be deemed to have waived the penalty
limitation specified on the citation and the right to contest the citation.

1. If the citation was for a registration violation or other violation of this Article, the
matter shall be placed on the docket of the City Magistrate for further proceedings and the
hearing date shall be provided to the person who received the citation by certified mail,
return receipt requested. The Magistrate may impose a penalty not to exceed $500.00.

2. If the citation was for a moving violation, the matter shall be forwarded to the Clerk
of Court for placement on the County Court docket for further proceedings. The County
Court may impose a penalty not to exceed $500.00.

Section 42-207. — Alternate Enforcement and Collections.

A. The City may enforce the provisions of this Article in any manner authorized in accordance
with applicable law and may seek any legal remedy as may be authorized by applicable law.

B. The City Manager is hereby authorized to pursue collection activities related to any fines
imposed against violators of this Article in such manner, and using such processes, as may be in
the best interests of the City and may authorize collection agencies and/or the City Attorney to
pursue collections in a manner consistent with applicable law.

SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS. The City
Manager is hereby authorized and directed to take such actions as deemed necessary and
appropriate in order to implement the provisions of this Ordinance. The City Manager may, as
deemed appropriate, necessary and convenient, delegate the powers of implementation as herein
set forth to such City employees as deemed prudent.

SECTION 6. CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS.
A. The revisions to City of Mount Dora Code of Ordinances, Chapter 42, as set forth
in Sections 2, 3, and 4 above shall be codified in the City of Mount Dora Code of Ordinances.
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B. The sections, divisions and provisions of this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-
lettered as deemed appropriate by the codifier of the City of Mount Dora Code of Ordinances.

C. Typographical errors and other matters of a similar nature that do not affect the
intent of this Ordinance, as determined by the City Clerk and City Attorney, may be corrected with
the endorsement of the City Manager, or designee, without the need for a public hearing.

SECTION 7. SAVINGS CLAUSE. All prior actions of the City pertaining to the City
of Mount Dora Code of Ordinances, Chapter 42, Traffic and Vehicles, as well as any and all other
applicable matters set forth herein, are hereby ratified and affirmed consistent with the provisions
of this Ordinance.

SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY. If any section, sentence, phrase, word, or portion of
this Ordinance is determined to be invalid, unlawful or unconstitutional, said determination shall
not be held to invalidate or impair the validity, force or effect of any other section, sentence, phrase,
word, or portion of this Ordinance not otherwise determined to be invalid, unlawful, or
unconstitutional.

SECTION 9. CONFLICTS. All ordinances or part of ordinances in conflict with this
Ordinance are hereby repealed; provided, however, that any code or ordinance that provides for
an alternative process to effectuate the general purposes of this Ordinance shall not be deemed a
conflicting code or ordinance.

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately
upon its passage and adoption.

FIRST READING: May 21, 2024
SECOND READING: June 4, 2024
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 4'" day of June, 2024.

e

Crissy Stile, Mayor

ATTEST:

_Jeafdnn Hand, City Clerk

For the use and reliance of City of Mount Dora only.

Approvzd as to forz and lefality:

Patrick Brackins, City Attorney
City of Mount Dora
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