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To:  Honorable Members of City Council 
CC: George Bridges, Chief of Staff 
From:  Lisa May, Lakefront Coordinator 
RE: Amendments to Waukegan Municipal Code regarding Waukegan Municipal Beach 
Date: October 16, 2023 
 
Staff recommends amendments to Chapter 11, Article IV, entitled Waukegan Municipal Beach which 
governs beach hours, rules and parking as follows: 
 
Section 11-41: Beach hours amended to read “dawn to dusk” to grant visitors legal access to the beach 
for sunrise and sunset viewing and photography. This change will also enable the Waukegan Police 
Department to clear the beach upon darkness, which time of day varies throughout the year. The Oxford 
English Dictionary defines dawn and dusk as follows: 
 
Dawn: the first appearance of light in the sky before sunrise, or the time when it appears; the beginning 
of daylight; daybreak. 
Dusk: The point or period in the evening when most daylight has faded but before it is fully dark; the 
later part of twilight. 
 
Section 11-42: The Waukegan Police Department receives many complaints from visitors regarding 
motorized watercraft coming ashore and endangering swimmers.  This amendment seeks to clarify the 
existing rules. 
 
Section 11-44: The proposed amendment seeks to increase the parking fee charged on weekends and 
holiday to vehicles that do not display a current city sticker from $10 to $20 on weekends and from $10 
to $30 on official holidays.  The parking fee does not apply to Waukegan residents displaying a current 
city sticker. The amendment also clarifies the rule for trailer parking, designating specific parking spaces 
in order to control use of public lots. The amendment also includes “veterans” on the list of parking fee 
waivers. 
 
Gate revenues are shown on the following page showing a 47.5% increase in parking pass 
revenue/nonresident weekend attendance, year over year (2022-2023). On the 4 th  of July, Police 
personnel counted only 192 city stickers with 1075 parking passes sold.  Anecdotally, the police staff 
working the beach estimate that during Labor Day weekend, about 1 in 20 cars was a Waukegan 
resident displaying a city sticker; a pattern noticed throughout the season. 
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2022 2023 
 

2022 2023 
Date Date 

 
# Sold # Sold 

 
$ 
Collected 

$ 
Collected 

28-May 27-May 
 

111 151 
 

1110 1510 
29-May 28-May 

 
387 320 

 
3870 3200 

30-May 29-May 
 

859 530 
 

8590 5300 
4-Jun 3-Jun 

 
32 488 

 
320 4880 

5-Jun 4-Jun 
 

152 401 
 

1520 4010 
11-Jun 10-Jun 

 
75 344 

 
750 3440 

12-Jun 11-Jun 
 

92 52 
 

920 520 
18-Jun 17-Jun 

 
249 298 

 
2490 2980 

19-Jun 18-Jun 
 

449 392 
 

4490 3920 
XXX 19-Jun 

 
  300 

 
  3000 

25-Jun 24-Jun 
 

38 700 
 

380 7000 
26-Jun 25-Jun 

 
471 319 

 
4710 3190 

2-Jul 1-Jul 
 

389 180 
 

3890 1800 
3-Jul 2-Jul 

 
792 56 

 
7920 560 

4-Jul 4-Jul 
 

728 1075 
 

7280 10750 
9-Jul 8-Jul 

 
237 150 

 
2370 1500 

10-Jul 9-Jul 
 

562 663 
 

5620 6630 
16-Jul 15-Jul 

 
153 436 

 
1530 4360 

17-Jul 16-Jul 
 

191 564 
 

1910 5640 
23-Jul 22-Jul 

 
333 346 

 
3330 3460 

24-Jul 23-Jul 
 

437 623 
 

4370 6230 
30-Jul 29-Jul 

 
331 406 

 
3310 4060 

31-Jul 30-Jul 
 

545 603 
 

5450 6030 
6-Aug 5-Aug 

 
623 185 

 
6230 1850 

7-Aug 6-Aug 
 

58 134 
 

580 1340 
13-Aug 12-Aug 

 
168 479 

 
1680 4790 

14-Aug 13-Aug 
 

75 225 
 

750 2250 
20-Aug 19-Aug 

 
91 317 

 
910 3170 

21-Aug-
22 

20-Aug-
23 

 
124 850 

 
1240 8500 

27-Aug 26-Aug 
 

156 180 
 

1560 1800 
28-Aug 27-Aug 

 
209 283 

 
2090 2830 

3-Sep 9/2/2023 
 

245 400 
 

2450 4000 
4-Sep 9/3/2023 

 
104 920 

 
1040 9200 

5-Sep 9/4/2023 
 

169 860 
 

1690 8600         

Totals: 
  

9635 14230 
 

96350 142300 
 


