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ADOPTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO

CHAPTER 82 (MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC)

OF THE 1976 CODE OF THE COUNTY OF FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 

 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax County, Virginia, 

held in the Board Auditorium of the Government Center at Fairfax, Virginia, on

Tuesday, June 21, 2016, the Board after having first given notice of its intention

so to do, in the manner prescribed by law, adopted an amendment regarding

Chapter 82 (Motor Vehicles and Traffic) of the 1976 Code of the County of Fairfax,

Virginia, said amendment so adopted being in the words and figures following, to-

wit:

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF FAIRFAX

COUNTY, VIRGINIA: 

 

That Chapter 82 (Motor Vehicles and Traffic), Section 82-1-6, Adoption of 
State Law; and Section 82-6-38.1, Use of a protective helmet while operating 
a bicycle; is amended; and Section 82-9-6. - Playing on streets or highways; 
roller skates, toys or devices on wheels or runners; use of motor powered 
vehicles on sidewalks and other posted property; persons riding bicycles, 
etc, is repealed, as follows:

  



Article 1. – In General.
 
Section 82-1-6.  Adoption of State Law
 
Pursuant to the authority of Section 46.2-1313 of the Virginia Code, all provisions and 
requirements of the following sections of the Code of Virginia, as in effect on July 1, 2015
2016, except those provisions and requirements the violation of which constitutes a 
felony, are hereby incorporated into the Fairfax County Code by reference, effective July 
1, 2015 2016, except where noted.
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References to "highways of the state" contained in such provisions and requirements 
hereby adopted shall be deemed to refer to the streets, highways and other public ways 
within the County. Such provisions and requirements are hereby adopted, mutatis 
mutandis, and made a part of this chapter as fully as though set forth at length herein; 
and it shall be unlawful for any person, within the county, to violate or fail, neglect or 
refuse to comply with any provision of Title 46.2 or Title 18.2-266, 18.2-266.1, 18.2-267, 
18.2-268.1 through 18.2-268.12, 18.2-269, 18.2-270, 18.2-270.01, 18.2-270.1, 18.2-271, 
18.2-271.1 and 18-2.272 of the Code of Virginia which is adopted by this section; 
provided, that in no event shall the penalty imposed for the violation of any provision or 
requirement hereby adopted exceed the penalty imposed for a similar offense under Title 
46.2 or Title 18.2-266, 18.2-266.1, 18.2-267, 18.2-268.1 through 18.2-268.12, 18.2-269, 
18.2-270, 18.2-270.01, 18.2-271, 18.2-270.1, 18.2-271.1 and 18.2-272 of the Code of 
Virginia.
 

 
 
Article 6. – Equipment.
 
Section 82-6-38.1. Use of a protective helmet while operating a bicycle. 

Any person under the age of fifteen years of age shall wear a protective helmet that 
at least meets the Consumer Product Safety Commission Standard standards
promulgated by the American National Standards Institute or the Snell Memorial 
Foundation while riding or being carried on a bicycle on any highway, sidewalk, or 
public bicycle path. The term "highway" has the meaning set forth in Code of Virginia, 
Section 46.2-100. Any person who violates this section shall be punishable by a fine of 
twenty-five dollars. However, such a fine shall be suspended for first-time violators and 
for violators who, subsequent to the violation but prior to imposition of the fine, purchase 
helmets of the type required by this section.  

A violation of this section shall not constitute negligence, assumption of risk, be 
considered in mitigation of damages of whatever nature, be admissible in evidence, or 
be the subject of comment by counsel in any action for the recovery of damages arising 
out of operation of any bicycle, nor shall anything in this section change any existing 
law, rule, or procedure pertaining to any civil action.  

 
 
 
Article 9. – Protection of Pedestrians.
 
Section 82-9-6. - Playing on streets or highways; roller skates, toys or devices on 
wheels or runners; use of motor powered vehicles on sidewalks and other posted 
property; persons riding bicycles, etc.[165]  
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to play in or on a street or highway, other than 

upon the sidewalks thereof.
 



(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to use on a street or highway roller skates,
toys or other devices on wheels or runners, except that any bicycle, electric
personal assistive mobility device, electric power-assisted bicycle, or moped may 
be operated on a street or highway in accordance with Virginia Code Section
46.2-905.

 
(c) It shall further be unlawful for any person to ride (1) a bicycle or other similar

such wheeled, rider-propelled device, (2) an electric personal assistive mobility
device, or (3) an electric power-assisted bicycle on sidewalks where such activity
has been prohibited. Signs indicating such prohibition shall be conspicuously
posted in general areas where the riding of such devices is prohibited; provided,
that this Section shall not be deemed to prohibit the ordinary use of devices for
the assistance of the physically handicapped or bicycles and similar rider- 
propelled devices used by police officers in furtherance of their duties.

 
(d) For purposes of this Section, the term "sidewalk" shall be deemed to include any

privately owned system of defined pedestrian ways, when the owner thereof shall
have requested in writing that the governing body treat such private pedestrian
ways as sidewalks for purposes of this Section, and such owner posts notice of
that fact at typical points of access from the public right-of-way to such privately
owned systems of pedestrian ways. Such owner may request such treatment
with respect to some or all of the devices prohibited by this Section, and notices
required hereby shall describe the devices prohibited on such privately owned 
system of walkways.

 
(e) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit the designation of play

areas for sledding and other activities under the provisions of Section 82-5-5. (3- 
13-63; 5-26-71; 1-10-71; 1961 Code, § 16-226; 16-73-16; 17-74-16; 28-74-16; 
37-76-82; 9-78-82; 34-78-82; 35-89-82; 35-02-82.)   

 
165. For state law as to playing on highways and as to skating, etc., see Va. Code Ann., § 46.2-932. For 

similar state law, see Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-932, adopted in § 82-1-6.

 

 

 This amendment shall become effective upon adoption.

GIVEN under my hand this 21st day of June, 2016.

 

____________________________

CATHERINE A. CHIANESE 

Clerk to the Board of Supervisors
 

  

 

 


