
13-22-82

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 82,

SECTIONS 82-1-6, 82-6-25, and 82-6-26

(MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC)

OF THE 1976 CODE OF THE COUNTY OF FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax, County, Virginia, held in

the Board Auditorium of the Government Center at Fairfax, Virginia, on Tuesday, June 28,

2022, the Board after having first given notice of its intention so to do, in the manner

prescribed by law, adopted amendments regarding Chapter 82, Sections 82-1-6, 82-6-25,

and 82-6-26 (Motor Vehicles and Traffic) of the 1976 Code of the County of Fairfax,

Virginia, said amendments so adopted being in the words and figures following, to wit:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF FAIRFAX COUNTY, 

VIRGINIA:

That Chapter 82, Sections 82-1-6, 82-6-25, and 82-6-26 (Motor Vehicles and 

Traffic) are amended as follows:



Approved Amendments by the BOS on June 28, 2022
Clean Version

Chapter 82, Motor Vehicles and Traffic

Article 1. – In General.

Section 82-1-6.  Adoption of State Law

Pursuant to the authority of Section 46.2-1313 of the Virginia Code, all provisions and
requirements of the following sections of the Code of Virginia, as in effect on July 1,
2022, except those provisions and requirements the violation of which constitutes a
felony, are hereby incorporated into the Fairfax County Code by reference, effective
July 1, 2022, except where otherwise noted.
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46.2-1250

46.2-1309

46.2-1508.2

46.2-1552

46.2-1561

46.2-2910

References to "highways of the state" contained in such provisions and requirements
hereby adopted shall be deemed to refer to the streets, highways and other public ways
within the County. Such provisions and requirements are hereby adopted, mutatis
mutandis, and made a part of this chapter as fully as though set forth at length herein;
and it shall be unlawful for any person, within the county, to violate or fail, neglect or
refuse to comply with any provision of Title 46.2 or Title 18.2-266, 18.2-266.1, 18.2-267,
18.2-268.1 through 18.2-268.12, 18.2-269, 18.2-270, 18.2-270.01, 18.2-270.1, 18.2-
271, 18.2-271.1 and 18-2.272 of the Code of Virginia which is adopted by this section;
provided, that in no event shall the penalty imposed for the violation of any provision or
requirement hereby adopted exceed the penalty imposed for a similar offense under
Title 46.2 or Title 18.2-266, 18.2-266.1, 18.2-267, 18.2-268.1 through 18.2-268.12, 18.2-
269, 18.2-270, 18.2-270.01, 18.2-271, 18.2-270.1, 18.2-271.1 and 18.2-272 of the Code
of Virginia.

* To become effective on July 1, 2023, per 2022 Acts of General Assembly Chapter 51.
** To become effective on July 1, 2023, per 2022 Acts of General Assembly Chapter 50.

(20-83-82; 25-84-82; 14-85-82; 16-87-82; 29-88-82; 20-89-82; 30-89-82; 18-90-82; 36-
90-82; 23-91-82; 37-91-82; 37-92-82; 46-92-82; 33-93-82; 27-94-82; 17-95-82; 35-95-
82; 25-96-82; 41-96-82; 18-97-82; 21-98-82; 20-99-82; 27-00-82; 25-01-82; 24-02-82; 
33-02-82; 26-03-82; 25-04-82; 22-05-82; 18-06-82; 21-07-82; 45-08-82; 52-08-82; 41-
09-82; 21-10-82; 22-11-82; 13-12-82; 15-12-82; 48-13-82; 27-14-82; 21-15-82; 21-16-
82; 11-17-82; 21-18-82; 21-19-82; 10-20-82; 13-21-82.)



ARTICLE 6. - Equipment.

Section 82-6-25. - Flag or light at end of load.[131]

[ E f f e c t i v e   u n t i l   J u n e   3 0 ,   2 0 2 3 ] 

W h e n e v e r   t h e   l o a d   o n   a n y   v e h i c l e   s h a l l   e x t e n d   m o r e   t h a n   f o u r   ( 4 )   f e e t   b e y o n d   t h e   r e a r 
o f   t h e   b e d   o r   b o d y   t h e r e o f ,   t h e r e   s h a l l   b e   d i s p l a y e d   a t   t h e   e n d   o f   s u c h   l o a d   i n   s u c h   
p o s i t i o n   a s   t o   b e   c l e a r l y   v i s i b l e   a t   a l l   t i m e s   f r o m   t h e   r e a r   o f   s u c h   l o a d ,   a   r e d   f l a g   n o t   
l e s s   t h a n   t w e l v e   ( 1 2 )   i n c h e s ,   b o t h   i n   l e n g t h   a n d   w i d t h ,   e x c e p t   t h a t   b e t w e e n   o n e - h a l f   
( ½ )   h o u r   a f t e r   s u n s e t   a n d   o n e - h a l f   ( ½ )   h o u r   b e f o r e   s u n r i s e ,   t h e r e   s h a l l   b e   d i s p l a y e d   a t   
t h e   e n d   o f   s u c h   l o a d   a   r e d   l i g h t ,   p l a i n l y   v i s i b l e   i n   c l e a r   w e a t h e r   a t   l e a s t   f i v e   h u n d r e d   
( 5 0 0 )   f e e t   t o   t h e   s i d e s   a n d   r e a r   o f   s u c h   v e h i c l e .   ( 3 - 1 3 - 6 3 ;   1 9 6 1   C o d e ,   §   1 6 - 1 6 2 . ) 

[ E f f e c t i v e   o n   J u l y   1 ,   2 0 2 3 ] 

( a ) W h e n e v e r   t h e   l o a d   o n   a n y   v e h i c l e   o t h e r   t h a n   a   c o m m e r c i a l   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   s h a l l   

e x t e n d   m o r e   t h a n   f o u r   ( 4 )   f e e t   b e y o n d   t h e   r e a r   o f   t h e   b e d   o r   b o d y   t h e r e o f ,   t h e r e 

s h a l l   b e   d i s p l a y e d   a t   t h e   e n d   o f   s u c h   l o a d   i n   s u c h   p o s i t i o n   a s   t o   b e   c l e a r l y   

v i s i b l e   a t   a l l   t i m e s   f r o m   t h e   r e a r   o f   s u c h   l o a d ,   a   r e d   f l a g   n o t   l e s s   t h a n   1 2   i n c h e s , 

b o t h   i n   l e n g t h   a n d   w i d t h . 

( b ) A n y   c o m m e r c i a l   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   t r a n s p o r t i n g   a   l o a d   t h a t   e x t e n d s   b e y o n d   t h e   

s i d e s   o f   t h e   v e h i c l e   b y   m o r e   t h a n   f o u r   i n c h e s   o r   m o r e   t h a n   f o u r   f e e t   b e y o n d   t h e   

r e a r   o f   t h e   v e h i c l e   s h a l l   h a v e   t h e   e x t r e m i t i e s   o f   t h e   l o a d   m a r k e d   w i t h   a   r e d   o r   

o r a n g e   f l u o r e s c e n t   w a r n i n g   f l a g .     A n y   s u c h   w a r n i n g   f l a g   s h a l l   b e   a t   l e a s t   1 8   

i n c h e s ,   b o t h   i n   l e n g t h   a n d   w i d t h .     I f   t h e   p r o j e c t i n g   l o a d   i s   t w o   f e e t   w i d e   o r   l e s s ,   

t h e r e   s h a l l   b e   a t   l e a s t   o n e   f l a g   a t   t h e   e x t r e m e   r e a r .     I f   t h e   p r o j e c t i n g   l o a d   i s   

w i d e r   t h a n   t w o   f e e t ,   t h e r e   s h a l l   b e   a t   l e a s t   t w o   w a r n i n g   f l a g s   a t   t h e   e x t r e m e   

r e a r .     A n y   s u c h   f l a g   s h a l l   b e   l o c a t e d   t o   i n d i c a t e   t h e   m a x i m u m   w i d t h s   o r   a n y   l o a d 

t h a t   e x t e n d s   b e y o n d   t h e   s i d e s   o r   r e a r   o f   t h e   c o m m e r c i a l   m o t o r   v e h i c l e . 

( c ) O n   a n y   v e h i c l e   s u b j e c t   t o   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   s u b s e c t i o n s   ( a )   o r   ( b ) ,   b e t w e e n   

s u n s e t   a n d   s u n r i s e ,   t h e r e   s h a l l   b e   d i s p l a y e d   a t   t h e   e n d   o f   s u c h   l o a d   a   r e d   l i g h t ,   

p l a i n l y   v i s i b l e   i n   c l e a r   w e a t h e r   a t   l e a s t   f i v e   h u n d r e d   ( 5 0 0 )   f e e t   t o   t h e   s i d e s   a n d   

r e a r   o f   s u c h   v e h i c l e .   ( 3 - 1 3 - 6 3 ;   1 9 6 1   C o d e ,   §   1 6 - 1 6 2 . ) 

Footnotes:

--- (131) ---

1 2 3 .   F o r   s i m i l a r   s t a t e   l a w ,   s e e   V a .   C o d e   A n n . ,   §   4 6 . 2 - 1 1 2 1 . 



Section 82-6-26. - Exhaust system in good working order required.[133]

(a) No person shall drive and no owner of a motor vehicle shall permit or allow the 

operation of any owned vehicle upon a highway unless such motor vehicle is 

equipped with an exhaust system in good working order and in constant 

operation to prevent excessive or unusual levels of noise, provided, however, 

that for motor vehicles, such exhaust system shall be of a type installed as 

standard factory equipment, or comparable to that designed for use on the 

particular vehicle as standard factory equipment or other equipment that has 

been submitted to and approved by the Superintendent or meets or exceeds the 

standards and specifications of the Society of Automotive Engineers, the 

American National Standards Institute, or the federal Department of

Transportation.

(b)  The term "exhaust system," as used in this Section, means all the parts of a 

motor vehicle through which the exhaust passes after leaving the engine block, 

including mufflers and other sound dissipative devices.

(c)  Chambered pipes shall not be deemed to be an effective muffling device to 

prevent excessive or unusual noise as required in Subsection (a).

(3-13-63; 1961 Code, § 16-163; 13-21-82.)

Footnotes:

--- (133) ---

125. For similar state law, see Va. Code Ann., § 46.2-1049.

GIVEN under my hand this 28th day of June, 2022.

_________________________________

Jill G. Cooper

Clerk for the Board of Supervisors




