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The Town Council of the Town of Burrillville hereby ordains as follows: 

Phon e: 401-568-4300, ext. 133 

Fax: 401-568-0490 

RI Re lay 1  -800 -745 -5555 (TIY) 

Th e Revi sed General Ordinances, Town of Burrillville, Rhode Island, 2004 as amended , Chapter 4 entitled 
Animals and Sec. 30-71 Zoning district uses, is he reby amen ded as follows: 

Chapter 4 - ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-1. Definitions. 

The following words, term s and phra ses, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning : 

Chicken means a domestic fowl kept for it s eggs o r meat. Also known as Gallus Gallus Domesticus 

Fowl means a bird of the order Galliformes that is kept for its eggs and flesh. When used in this chapter, 

fowl shall not include Gallus Gallus Domesticus (chickens). 

Free range means to allow livestock, such as fowl, to live and move freely and naturally around the land 

in which they are kept . 

Hen means a female bird especially when referring to domestic fowl. 

Rooster means a male domestic chicken. 

Sec. 4-8.1. Chickens 

(a) Multifamily residential dwellings of more than two units shall not be able to keep, raise or house 
chickens. 

(b) Multifamily residential dwellings of two un it s shall be allowed to keep, raise or house chickens if at all 
times one of the dwelling units is owner occupied. 

(c) Tenants of rental properties shall not be allowed to keep, raise or hou se chickens, unless th e property 
is in e ither zones F2 or FS and is five or more acres. 

(d) Permission from a non-re sident property owner is required. Permission shall be on a form approved by 
the Town Clerk and shall be in writing, notarized and shall include, but not limited to, the following 
information : The property owner's name, reside nce and mailing address, telephone number and email 
addres s; the tenant's name, r es id en ce and mailing address, telephone number and email address; the 
number of chickens the property owner is pe rmitting the tenant to house on the subject property, if 
less than authorized by thi s Ordinance (but in no eve nt shall the number of ch ickens exceed the 
number authorized by Ordinance). 
The document granting perm ission by the property owner shall be filed w ith the Town Clerk prior to 
the tena nt obtaining any chickens and shall be renewed by December 31 of each year. A filing fee of 
$ 10.00 shall be paid each year. 
Permission by th e property owner shall not be assignab le and new tenants shall be requi red to fi le 
proof of permission with the Town Clerk co nsiste nt with the provisions of t his secti on. 

(e) Single fami ly residential homes shall be allowed t o keep and ra ise chickens. 
(f) Condit ions: 



(1) Any properties less than 5 (five) acres sha ll require a Special Use Permit to free range their 
ch ickens. 

(2) All properties with 5 acres or more are allowed an unlimited amount of hens and roosters and are 
all owed t o free range t h eir ch ickens w itho ut a Specia l Use Pe r mit. 

(3) All chickens must be conta ined to t he prope rty on which t hey are housed. 
(4) A ll ch ickens shall be kept in a sanitary and sa f e sh elt er free of waste, predators, rodents and any 

oth er dangers. 
(5) All cages, coops and living quarters sha ll meet zon ing req uirement s including bui ld i ng and zo ning 

set bac ks. 
(6) Propert i es up to 2.99 acres sha ll be eligible fo r rooste rs w ith the successful application of a 

Specia l Use Pe rmi t for breed ing purposes on ly. 
(7) All food shou ld be st ored in rodent proof con t ainers. 
(8) Properties that are located in zones F2 or F5 and are five acres or more do not require a residence 

on the property. 
(9) "Ag ri c u ltural operations" as defined i n R. l. G.L. § 2-23-4(a) under Right to Farm and "Farmland" as 

de fin ed in R. l. G.L. § 44-27-2(1) under Taxa t io n of Farm, Fo r est, and Open Space Land, subject to 
regulatio ns enac t ed by the Rhode Island depa rtment of environmenta l management (RIDEM) and 
registe red with t he Burri llville Tax Assessor are exe m pt from any restrictions. Any land not 
reg ist e r ed w ith RI DEM under the Taxa t ion of Fa r m, Fo r es t, and Open Space Land as farm land, 
sha ll be sub ject to review by t he Town Manager o r t heir designee to make a det erm inat ion as to 
w heth e r t hat property qua li fies as far mland. Any adve rse decision may be appea led to t he Town 
Counc il, provided , however, tha t any appea l m ust be fi led w ith i n thirt y (30) days of the dec ision 
by the Town Manager or their designee. 

(10) The exempt ion granted under subsection (10) of this sect ion applies only to the housing of 
chickens and does not apply to any other ordina nces restricting or regulating the raising of 
anima ls, fowl or any other anima l. 

Sec. 4 -8 . 2. Qu ant  it ies 

Quantities of chic kens all owed, in accordance with th is chap t er. are outlined in Tab le I below. 
TABLE I 

l and Area Number of Chickens and Rooste rs Allow ed 

Up to 0.49 acres 6 Hens, Rooste rs allowed with special use permit 

0.50-0.99 acres 12 Hens, Roosters allowed with special use permit 

1.00-2.99 acres 24 Hens, Roosters allowed with special use permit 

3.00-3.99 acres 48 Hens, Roosters allowed 

4.00-4.99 acres 60 Hens, Roosters allowed 

5.00 acres or more No li  mit, Roosters allowed 

Sec. 4-8 .3. Enforce m ent and pe nal ty 

Enforcement and penalty shall follow the guidelines set forth in Chapter 4 -Animals and Chapter 16 - Offenses 

and miscellaneous provisions. 
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Chapter 30 - ZONING 

Sec. 30 -71. Zoning district use s. 

Principal Use F-5 

Section 1 . Agricultura l uses: 

l. Raisi ng of animals, other t han 5i Z 

ch ickens, subject to th e premises 

bei n g kept in a hum ane, sa nitary 

ma nn er 

la. Chickens ys 

1 If acreage is five acre s or more, the use is permitted (Y). 
2 Allowed by right if in conformance with section 30-158, standards. 
3 Allowed by rig ht if part of a shopping center or ma ll. 
4 Subje ct to the provis i o ns of 30-159, m ixed use build i ngs. 

F-2 

s~z 

ya 

R-40 R-20 R-12 OS vc GC 

51.l 5i Z 5i.1. ¥ 57 N N 

ya ya ya ya N N 

5 New co nstructi on may be allowed if in conformance wit h major l and development prov ision (s) per subsection 30-20 1(d ), land 

development review, per review by the Burrillville Planning Board . 

LI GI 

N N 

N N 

6 Nothing herein shall preclude the Town of Burrillville from insta lling energy storage fac ilities on any town-owned or controlled 

prope rty regardless of the zon i ng distri ct. Likew ise, rega r d le ss of the underl ying zoni ng d istrict, not hing herein sha ll preclude the 

Pas coag Utility District from i nsta llin g e nergy storage faci l itie s on any properties that were d istric t -o wned or co ntrol led as of February 

12, 2020. 
7 1f acreage i s les s than .5 acres. t he use i n not pe rmi t t ed (N). If th e ac r eage is five acres or more. the use is permitted (Y). 
8 Refe r t o Chapter 4 -A  nimals. Sections 4-8.1 th rou gh 4-8.3 for quantity li mitations. 

These amendments shall take effect on May 10, 2024. 

Adopt ed this 10 1 h day of January 2024. 
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Vicki T. Ma rtin, Town Clerk 

'· . 

Do n ald A. Fox, Preside nt 
Burrillville Town Council 


