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NONE

THEREUPON, Alderman Russell made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Boutwell

seconded the motion.

Those present and voting “AYE”:

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and Voting ”NAY”:

NONE

There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Mayor and

Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi, was adjourned on this the

2nd day of May, A. D., 1978.
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SIDNEX 0. SMITH, MAYOR

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

Qmgr./.2 6 004% 
. Kc

Priscilla C. Daniel, City Clerk

BE IT REMEMBERED that there was begun and held a regular meeting of the

Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi, at 7:30 P. M.,

May 16, 1978, in the Board Room of the City Hall.

Those present:

'

Mayor: Sidney O. Smith

City Attorney: Thomas W. Tyner

Aldermen: W. E. Boutwell

W. H. Campbell
George B. Draughn
Bobby W. Runnels

Robert E. Russell

Others present: Chris Gulam

Ford Weatherford

Robert Fennell

Robert Powell

Paul Shows

Joe Barron

Mayor Smith declared a quorem was present and declared the City Council

in session.

The invocation was offered by Robert E. Russell.

The minutes of the regular meeting of May 2, 1978, were read by Priscilla

C. Daniel.

THEREUPON, Alderman Campbell made a motion to adopt the minutes as read.

Alderman Draughn seconded the motion.

Those present and voting “AYE”:
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W. E. Boutwell

W. H. Campbell
George B. Draughn
Robert E. Russell

Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and voting ”NAY”:

NONE

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith asked for public comment.

THEREUPON, Chris Gulam of Gulf South Engineers stated that the smoke test-

ing step of the Sewer System Evaluation Survey of the sewer lines in Petal would

begin on Monday, May 22, l978. Mr. Gulam stated that this testing would continue

for approximately one month.

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith stated that the LeBonte Club is sponsoring the

Miss Hospitality Pageant for the City of Petal. The LeBonte Club has requested

that the City purchase an ad in the pageant program.

THEREUPON, Alderman Runnels made a motion to purchase an ad in the

amount of $150.00 in the Miss Hospitality Pageant program. Alderman Russell

seconded the motion.

Those present and voting "AYE":

W. E. Boutwell

W. E. Campbell
Bobby W. Runnels

Robert E. Russell

Those present and voting ”NAY”:

None

Those present and abstaining:

George B. Draughn

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith stated that the LeBonte Club has requested that the

City sponsor a scholarship in the amount of $150.00 for the winner of the Miss

Hospitality contest.

THEREUPON, after lengthy discussion, the aldermen unanimously agreed that

this would not be considered an authorized expenditure.

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith presented the following letters from the municipal

judge, James H. C. Thomas.

CITY OF PETAL/MUNICIPAL COURT/May 15, 1978, Petal, Ms 39465

TO: The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Petal

Petal City Hall

Petal, Mississippi 39465

RE: Appointment of City Clerk

Gentlemen:

This means is taken to advise that I have interviewed the

prospects for the position of Municipal Court Clerk for the

City of Petal and I am recommending Miss Robin Grimbsy 
at a monthly salary of $450.00 for the remainder of the

budget year to work hours to be specified.

Thank you for your attention in acting upon this recommen-

dation as appropriate.

With best personal regards to each of you, I am

Very truly yours,

/s/ James H. C. Thomas, Jr.

James H. C. Thomas, Jr.

JHCT/e

~————A—

***:'¢***:':***************



A5595 SPEClAlTY—I’lC. INC.

MINUTES — PETAL, MISS. 2355

order appointing Elizabeth Brewer to the court clerk position at a salary of

THEREUPON, Alderman Runnels made a motion to adopt the following

$550.00 per month, effective May 19, 1978.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the

City of Petal, Mississippi, deem it necessary to hire a

Court Clerk due to the resignation of Gary French.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Elizabeth Brewer be

and she is hereby appointed as Court Clerk at a monthly

salary of $550.00 to serve from May l9, l978, until

further orders of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the

City of Petal, Mississippi.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Elizabeth Brewer be

bonded in the amount of $5,000.00, to be paid by the

City.

SO ORDERED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen

of the City of Petal, Mississippi, on this the 16th day

of May, A. D., 1978.

***9:*******:':*:’<***9€:‘€***

Alderman Russell seconded the motion.

Those present and voting “AYE”:

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and voting ”NAY”:

None

*i€****i:******:'::‘:i<******

CITY OF PETAL/MUNICIPAL COURT/May 5, 1978/Petal, Ms 39465

TO: The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Petal
Petal City Hall

Petal, Mississippi 39465

Gentlemen:

In evaluating the operation of the Judicial Department and pre-
paration of the amended budget, and in replacing the court

clerk, it appears that this would be a good juncture to effect
a reorganization of the department which would, I feel, greatly
increase the efficiency of the department as well as furnish
more assistance to the police department. At this time we do
not have a prosecutor working regularly with the court, although
the city attorney, Tom Tyner, is furnishing his assistance as

necessary and on appeal cases to the Forrest County Court.

However, it is my feeling that the work load of the court has
reached a point, and the appearance of the defendants has develop-
ed to the point where a prosecutor is necessary weekly in court

to insure that the cases being tried are fairly and adequately
presented on behalf of the city. In the past, I have permitted
the police department to present cases informally, but without
a prosecutor a defendant represented by legal counsel has a

great advantage in cross examining witnesses and in impeaching
testimony. While I have undertaken the role of questioning
witnesses as judge, this practice frequently leaves the appear-
ance that I am attempting to convict the defendant rather than
to determine the true facts and make an impartial judgment as to

guilt or innocence. The participation of a prosecutor on a

regular basis would completely avoid this problem and be of a

great benefit to the police department by assisting them with

early advice and in the preparation of their cases as well as

direct control of the presentation of the case in Court.

I am therefore requesting at this time that a City Prosecutor
be retained effective June 1, 1978, as a part time employee




















