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BE IT REMEMBERED that there was begun and held a regular meeting of the Mayor

and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi, on January 3, 1978, in the

Board Room in the City Hall.

Those present: Mayor Sidney O. Smith

City Attorney: Thomas W. Tyner

Aldermen: W. E. Boutwell

W. H. Campbell
George Draughn
Bobby W. Runnels

Robert E. Russell

Others present: Leroy Scott

Tom Sullivan

Homer Joe Pearce

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith declared a quorem was present and declared the City

Council in session.

The invocation was offered by W. H. Campbell.

The minutes of the regular meeting held December 20, 1977, were read by

Priscilla C. Daniel.

THEREUPON, Alderman Campbell made a motion to adopt the minutes as read.

Alderman Draughn seconded the motion.

Those present and voting “Aye”:

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George Draughn
Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Alderman Robert E. Russell

Those present and voting "Nay":

None

WHEREAS, Leroy Scott addressed the Board concerning the salaries of the

personnel of the water department.

THEREUPON, Mayor Smith requested that the water department committee set up

a meeting with the water department employees.

WHEREAS, Tom Sullivan of Bush Construction Company stated that he would like

to offer the use of Bush Construction Company's sanitary land fill when the City begins

garbage collection.

THEREUPON, Mayor Smith stated that the Board would take this under advisement.

WHEREAS, Homer Joe Pearce requested that the Board consider John Dearman's

application for part time work.

THEREUPON, Mayor Smith stated that this would be taken under advisement.

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith stated that the Board should consider the appointment of

a city auditor.

THEREUPON, Alderman Draughn made a motion to adopt the following order appoint-

ing Carl Nicholson as auditor for the City of Petal. Alderman Boutwell seconded the

motion.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City

of Petal, Mississippi, deem it necessary to retain a city auditor.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Carl Nicholson, Certified

Public Accountant be and is hereby appointed as city auditor

for the City of Petal, to serve from January 3, 1978, until further

orders of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal,
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Mississippi.

SO ORDERED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the

City of Petal, Mississippi, on this the 3rd day of January,

A. D., 1978.

* * k * * k k * * * * * * * * k * * * * * k *

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Alderman Robert E. Russell

Those present and voting “Nay”:

None

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith stated that the city is required to place in a trust

fund, one percent (1%) of each employee's salary for 1977, up to $6,000.00 as required

by the Mississippi Employment Security Commission.

THEREUPON, Alderman Russell made a motion to adopt the following order plac-

ing this interest bearing account at Deposit Guaranty National Bank. Alderman Boutwell

seconded the motion.

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal,

Mississippi, find that Deposit Guaranty National Bank of Hatties—

burg, has been duly and legally qualified according to law as a

depository for the funds of the City of Petal, and the funds and

accounts are 35 fOl1OWSZ

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE REVOLVING FUND

The Board further finds that said money shall be withdrawn

from said accounts or funds by warrants signed and executed by

the Mayor and City Clerk.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Mayor and City Clerk issue

the proper commission to said bank as Municipal Depository for the

period January 3, 1978, through January 1, 1979.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Mayor and City Clerk of

the City of Petal be and they are hereby authorized, empowered,

and directed to take all steps and perform all acts convenient,

necessary and appropriate to accomplish the purposes and require-

ments of this order and to complete the qualification of the said

Deposit Guaranty National Bank of Hattiesburg, as Municipal Depo-

sitories of the City of Petal for the period January 3, 1978,

through January 1, 1979, and further, that all acts and things

done and performed by said Mayor and City Clerk in the premises

be, and the same are hereby fully ratified, confirmed and approv-

ed.

SO ORDERED by unanimous vote of the Mayor and Board of

Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi, on this the 3rd day of

January, A. D., 1978.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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WHEREAS, Mayor Smith presented the following Proof of Publication.

PROOF OF PUBLICATION - Depositories

THEREUPON, Alderman Russell made a motion that the Proof of Publication be

accepted and filed. Alderman Campbell seconded the motion.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and voting “Nay”:

None

WHEREAS, Carter Carroll is having to use his personal car in his duties as

recreation director.

THEREUPON, Alderman Runnels made a motion to give Mr. Carroll a minimum of

ten (10) gallons of gasoline per week and out of town mileage. Alderman Draughn second-

ed the motion.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Alderman Robert E. Russell

Those present and voting "Nay":

None

WHEREAS, Thomas W.Tyner, City Attorney, presented to the Board for filing a

petition from Earnest and Lula May Myrick requesting that the last one hundred (100)

feet of Alma Street be vacated.

WHEREAS, Alderman Draughn stated that the problem with loose and stray dogs

is increasing. After a lengthy discussion, the Board unanimously agreed that immediate

strict enforcement of the dog ordinance is called for.

WHEREAS, the hour of 7:30 P. M. having arrived, the Mayor and Board of

Aldermen proceeded to open and read the sealed bids for depositories for the funds of

the City of Petal.

THEREUPON, Alderman Boutwell made a motion to designate First Mississippi

National Bank, Deposit Guaranty Bank, and Citizens Bank as depositories for funds of

the City of Petal, and to equalize the amount deposited in each one to the best of

our ability. Alderman Russell seconded the motion.

Those present and voting “Aye”:

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and voting “Nay”:
A

None

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith read a letter of resignation from Charles Copeland,

dispatcher for the Police Department. The letter read as follows, to-wit:

December 20, 1977

Gary Morrow, Chief

Petal Police Department
Petal, Mississippi

Dear Sir:
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I hereby submit my resignation as dispatcher for the Petal

Police Department effective January 19, 1978. My last day to

work will be Wednesday, January 5, 1978. The remaining two

weeks will be my vacation which is due as of January 1, 1978.

I have enjoyed the year that I have served with the Petal

Police Department and the members of the department. This year
has been a learning experience, as well as a job. I would like

to thank all those who have worked with me, and those who have

helped me through the past year. I hope to still remain on the

Petal Police Reserve Department and to serve in any capacity
that I may be needed. Again, I express my appreciation to the

Petal Police Department and its members for everything.

Sincerely,

/s/ Charles H. Copeland
Charles H. Copeland

cc: file

************************

THEREUPON, Alderman Boutwell made a motion to accept Mr. Copeland's resigna-

tion and to give him his two-week vacation pay. Alderman Campbell seconded the motion.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and voting "Nay":

None

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith stated that the application of Anna Vivian Ledger to

replace Charles Copeland had been submitted for consideration by the Board.

THEREUPON, Alderman Boutwell made a motion to adopt the following order

appointing Anna Ledger as dispatcher. Alderman Runnels seconded the motion.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and voting "Nay":

None

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City

of Petal, Mississippi, deem it necessary to hire a dispatcher

due to the resignation of Charles Copeland.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Anna Vivian Ledger be

and she is hereby appointed as dispatcher at a rate of $2.65

per hour for the City of Petal Police Department, to serve

from January 4, 1978, until further orders of the Mayor and

Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi.

SO ORDERED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of

the City of Petal, Mississippi, on this the 3rd day of

January, A. D., I978.

*‘x a * * x * x * * * * * * * x x * x x 3 x

WHEREAS, Alderman Campbell stated that after looking into Mr. Paul

Wimberly's request concerning the paving and extension of Clarendon Street, that

the Highways 8 Streets committee could not find justification for this action.
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WHEREAS, Mayor Smith requested the wishes of the Board concerning the state-

ment for dues received from the Petal Chamber of Commerce.

THEREUPON, Alderman Boutwell made a motion to pay the $51.00 for dues to the

Petal Chamber of Commerce. Alderman Campbell seconded the motion.

Those present and voting “Aye”:

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Those present and voting “Nay”:

None

Those present and abstaining:

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

WHEREAS, Mayor Smith stated that the traffic problem is increasing on Central

Avenue.

THEREUPON, Alderman Boutwell made a motion to pursue the possibility of re-

vising Central Avenue, charging Alderman Campbell and the Highways G Streets Committee

to pursue this immediately and effectively. Alderman Russell seconded the motion.

Those present and voting “Aye”:

Alderman W. E. Boutwell

Alderman W. H. Campbell
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman Robert E. Russell

Alderman Bobby W. Runnels

Those present and voting "Nay":

None

WHEREAS, Alderman Russell made a motion for the Board to write a letter to the

Forrest County Board of Supervisors to protest the levy to be placed on the citizens

of Petal for the reappraisal. Alderman Campbell seconded the motion. The letter read

as follows, to-wit:

January 4, I978

J. A. P. Carter, President

Hix Anderson, Member

Archie Smith, Member

Lynn Cartlidge, Member

David Allen, Member

Gentlemen:

On behalf of the governing authorities of the City of Petal,

we would most respectfully request that the board of super-

visors of Forrest County reconsider their intention to levy

a special tax on the entire county in order to repay a loan

of $275,000.00 used to pay for a real property reassessment

in Forrest County. -

We believe that to require the citizens of the City of Petal

to participate in repayment of such a loan would be unjust and

inequitable in light of the city having previously contributed

to you the sum of $30,000.00 for payment of its prorate share

of this reappraisal.

In the event that you still find it necessary to levy this

additional tax upon the entire county, including the City of

Petal, we should request that you return to us the $30,000.00

previously tendered to you.

While it was not this administration which made the agreement

with your board to pay this $30,000.00, we felt morally obli-

gated to abide by this agreement. As we trust you shall appre-

ciate, if the citizens of the City of Petal are required to

pay an additional tax in addition to the $30,000.00 already

tendered, you will be requiring payment from them of more than

their fair share of the cost of reappraisal.

Please be assured that we have enjoyed the cooperation of your


































