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Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman George B. Draughn
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Aldernmn flharles A. Sumra1T..

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

Mayor Byrd then presented a sketch of the proposed fire department.

Aldermen to look over this sketch.

Mayor Byrd requested the

There being no further business, the meeting was ordered adjourned on this, the 15th day of

MAYOR, Ulmer Byéd 1

April, A. D., 1975.

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

élwtamaal
Susan B. Smith, City Clerk

BE IT RENEMBERED that there was begun and held a regular meeting of the Mayor

office in the City Hall.

Those present:

Mayor

Aldermen

City Attorney

Others Present

.

and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal at 7:30 P.M., Tuesday, May 6, 1975, in the Mayor's

Ulmer Byrd

W. H. Clearman

Mitchell Curry
A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Charles A. Sumrall

Thomas W. Tyner

Becky Graham

Larry Rumsey
Jean Ward

Mayor Byrd then declared a quorem was present and declared the City Council in

session.

The invocation was led by Alderman Charles A. Sumrall.

The minutes of the meeting held April 15, 1975, were read by Susan B. Smith.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman

Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

THEREUPON, Thomas W. Tyner read the following Ordinance; to-wit:

1975 (24) regulating the keeping of dogs:

A

Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr. moved to adopt the minutes as read; the motion was seconded by

Ordinance

Providing for the taking up and impoundment of dogs

and other animals, quarantining and destruction of dogs in certain cases and providing penal-

ties for violation of this Ordinance.
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ORDINANCE 1975 (24)

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE KEEPING

OF DOGS: PROVIDING FOR THE TAKING

UP AND IMPOUNDMENT OF DOCS AND OTHEP

ANIMALS, QUARANTINING AND DESTRUCTION OF

DOGS IN CERTAIN CASES AND PROVIDING 
‘

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE.

; BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE
CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Ordinance the

following terms mean:

E (1) "Dog" shall mean and include pet foxes, wolves, and
3 other members of the Canine family.

(2) "Owner" shall mean any person, group of persons, or

corporation owning, keeping or harboring a dog or dogs.
(3) "Kennel" shall mean any person, group of persons, or

corporation engaged in the commercial business of breeding, buying,
selling or boarding dogs.

(4) "At Large" means any dog shall be deemed to be at

large when he is off the property of his owner and not under con-

trol of a competent person.
(5) "Restraint." A dog is under restraint within the meaning

of this Ordinance if he is controlled by a leash, under control of
a competent person and obedient to that person's commands, on or within
a vehicle being driven or parked on the streets, or within the pro-

perty limits of its owner or keeper.
(6) ”Spayed Female" shall mean any bitch which has been

operated upon to prevent conception.
(7) "Animal Shelter" shall mean any premises designated

by action of the City for the purpose of impounding and caring for
all animals found running at large in violation of this Ordinance.

; (8) "Animal Warden" shall mean the person or persons em-

ployed by the City as its enforcement officer or officers.

(9) "Nuisance" shall mean any animal that by its conduct

or behavior causes a habitual disturbance to the peace, or injury
to the public safety and general welfare.

(l0) "Exposed to Rabies" shall mean a dog or cat which has

been bitten by, or exposed to, or suspected of having been exposed

(11)
(12)

"Shall" means "Mandatory."
"May" means "Permissive."

THEREUPON, Alderman Charles A. Sumrall made a motiongto adopt

Section 1; the motion was seconded by Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Those present and voting "Aye":

W. H. Clearman

Mitchell Curry
A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Charles A. Sumrall

Alderman

Alderman

Alderman

Alderman

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

SECTION 2. ENFORCEMENT.

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be enforced by that

person or persons or agency and authorized personnel designated from
time to time by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal.

THEREUPON, Alderman Mitchell Curry made a motion to adopt

Section 2; the motion was seconded by Alderman Charles A. Sumrall.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman

Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

SECTION 3. RESTRAINT.

The owner shall keep his dog under restraint at all times

and shall not permit such dog to be at large off the premises or

property of the owner, unless under the contol of a competent per-

son, and on leash.

THEREUPON, Alderman W. H. Clearman made a motion to adopt

Qonffnn Qo flan mni-1'nn 1-.-Inc oonnnriorl Inn

to any animal known to or suspected of having been infected with Rabies.
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Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman

Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

SECTION 4.

(a) Any dog or dogs found running at large shall be taken

by the Animal Warden and impounded in the shelter designated as the

IMPOUNDMENT.

- City Animal Shelter, and there confined in a humane manner for a period
of not less than five (5) days, and may thereafter be disposed of as

provided in SECTION SIX (6). Dogs not claimed by their owners before

the expiration of five days may be disposed of as provided at the dis-

cretion of the said authority, except as hereinafter provided in the

cases of certain dogs.
(b) When dogs are found running at large, and their owner-

ship is known to the Animal Warden, such dog, or dogs, need not be

impounded but the agent may at his discretion, cite the owners of such

animals to appear in Court to answer to the charges of violation of

this Ordinance. The agent shall take into consideration the area pro-

blem, if any, whether or not the dog has previously been reported as

a nuisance, and the Rabies quarantine.
(c) As soon as possible after any dog or dogs have been de-

livered to the City Animal Shelter, it shall be the duty of the of-

ficer in charge of such shelter to post a notice at the door thereof

describing each of said animals and giving the name of the person

owning the animal in each case and it shall be the duty of such of-

ficer to notify the owner by letter, postal card, or telephone. The

mailing of said letter, postal card, or telephone call shall be deemed

sufficient notice whether the person addressed shall receive same or

not.

Animals other than dogs may be impounded when found

running at large within the City limits and disposed of in accordance

with the law.

THEREUPON, Alderman Mitchell Curry made a motion to adopt

Section 4; the motion was seconded by Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman

Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

SECTION 5. VACCINATION OF DOGS REQUIRED.

On or before January 1 of each year every owner or keeper

of a dog four (4) months or older in Petal shall cause such dog to

be vaccinated against Rabies. Evidence of vaccination shall consist

of a metal tag and certificate signed by the individual administering

the vaccination and containing pertinent data for the identification 

of the dog which data must consist of owner's name, address, and tele-

phone number. The metal tag must be worn at all times by the dog.

THEREUPON, Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr. made a motion to

adopt Section 5; the motion was seconded by Alderman Charles Sumrall.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman

Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

SECTION 6. REDEMPTION OF IMTOUNDED ANIMALS.

(a)
any impounded dog,
certain dogs or other animlas,

set forth herein.

(b) Any animal impounded under the provision of this Or-

dinance and not reclaimed by its owner within five (5) days, may be

humanely destroyed by the Animal Warden, may have its title trans-

The owner shall be entitled to resume possession of

except as hereinafter provided in the cases of

and the payment of impoundment fees
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ferred to the Humane Society, or may be sold or donated to a school,
installation or institution to be used for medical, military or

veterinary science or may be placed in the custody of some person
deemed to be a responsible and suitable owner, who will agree to

comply with the provision of this Ordinance and such other regula-
tions as shall be fixed by the City of Petal. Provided, if the an-

imal is one of which the respective rights of the owner and the per-
son in possession or custody are determined by state law, such law
shall be complied with.

THEREUPON, Alderman Mitchell Curry made a motion to adopt

Section 6; the motion was seconded by Alderman Charles A. Sumrall.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman
Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

SECTION 7. IMTOUNDMENT FEES

Any animal impounded hereunder may be reclaimed as herein

provided upon payment by the owner to the Animal Warden of the sum

of $3.00 for each dog and the additional sum of $2.00 for each day
such dog is kept; and $2.00 for each other animal, and the additional
sum of $2.00 each day such animal is kept. Impoundment fees set
forth herein shall be collected for the City of Petal, and such ad-
ditional sums as herein provided for keeping animals, shall be col-
lected by the Animal Warden for the City of Petal, unless otherwise
provided by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.

THEREUPON Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr. made a motion to

adopt Section 7; the motion was seconded by Alderman W. H. Clearman.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman

Alderman Mitchell Curry
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

SECTION 8. CONFINEMNT OF CERTAIN DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS

(a) The owner shall confine within a building or secure

enclosure, every fierce, dangerous, or vicious dog, and not take
such dog out of such building or secure enclosure unless such dog
is securely muzzled. This shall not apply, however, to dogs under
Police Department control or custody.

(b) Every female dog in heat shall be kept confined in a

building or secure enclosure, or in a veterinary hospital or boarding
kennel, in such manner that such female dog cannot come in contact
with another dog, except for intentional breeding purposes.

(c) Any animal described in the foregoing subsections of
this Section of this Ordinance, found at large, shall be impounded 
by the Animal Warden and may not be redeemed by owners, unless such

redemption be authorized by any Court having jurisdiction.
(d) Any dog, or other animal, impounded for being a public

nuisance may not be redeemed unless such redemption is authorized

by any Court having jurisdiction or unless such owner agrees in 
'

writing to comply with the regulations of sub-section (a) and (b)
of this Section.

(e) If any animal is impounded because it is infected
or carrying an infectious or contagious disease, the Animal Warden
shall have full and complete authority to procure the services of
a licensed veterinarian to treat said animal, if in the opinion of
the Animal Warden or a licensed veterinarian it can be successfully
treated. If the Animal Warden is of the opinion that the health
and safety of the citizens of Petal would be jeopardized by the con-

tinued existence of such infected animal, it may be condemned and

destroyed and the remains disposed of without compensation being
paid to the owner or keeper.

(f) When in the judgment of the County Health Officer or

licensed veterinarian, an animal should be destroyed for humane rea-

sons, such animal may not be redeemed.

THEREUPON, Alderman Charles A. Sumrall made a motion to

adopt Section 8; the motion was seconded by Alderman Mitchell Curry.
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SECTION 9. RABIES CONTROL.

(a) Every animal which bites a person shall be promptly

reported to the Animal Warden, and shall thereupon be securely

quarantined at the direction of the Animal Warden for a period of

not less than fourteen (14) days, and shall not be released from

such quarantine except by written permission of the County Health

Officer. At the discretion of the Animal Warden such quarantine 

may be on the premises of the owner, at the shelter designated as

the City Animal Shelter, or at the owner's option and expense, in

a veterinary hospital of his choice. In the case of stray animals

or in the case of animals whose ownership is not known, such quar-

antine shall be at the shelter designated as the Animal Shelter.

In the event of a dispute between the Animal Warden and owner con-

cerning location of quarantine of any animal, such dispute shall be

referred to and finally ruled upon by the County Health Officer.

(b) The owner upon demand by the Animal Warden shall forth-

with surrender any animal which has bitten or is suspected of

having bitten a human, or which is suspected as having been exposed

to rabies, for supervised quarantine, the expense of which shall be

borne by the owner. Said animal may be reclaimed by the owner if

it is adjudged free of rabies upon payment of fees set forth in

Section 7 hereof.

(c) When rabies has been diagnosed in an animal under

quarantine or rabies is suspected by a licensed veterinarian, and

the animal dies while under observation, the County Health Officer

or Animal Warden shall imediately send the head of such animal to

the State Health Department for pathological examination and shall

notify the proper public health officer of,reports of human con-

tacts .

(d) When one or both reports indicate a positive diag-

nosis of rabies, the County Health Officer may recommend an area-

wide quarantine for a period of thirty (30) days, and upon the

invoking of such quarantine, no pet animal shall be taken;intoLtheWstreets,

during such period of quarantine. During such quarantine, no ani-

mal may be taken or shipped from the City without written permission
of the County Health Officer. ‘

During this period and as long afterward as he decides it

is necessary to prevent the spread of rabies, the County Health

Officer may require that all dogs, three (3) months of age and older

shall be vaccinated against rabies with a canine rabies vaccine

approved by the Biologics Control Section of the U. S. Department

of Agriculture. The types of approved canine anti-rabies vaccine

to be used and the recognized duration of immunity for each shall

be established by the local health officer. All vaccinated dogs

shall be restricted (leashing or confinement on an enclosed pre-

mises) for thirty (30) days after vaccination. During the quaran-

tine period, the local Health Officer or Animal Warden shall be em-

powered to provide for a program of mass immunization by the estab-

lishment of temporary emergency canine rabies vaccination clinics

strategically located throughout the area of the health jurisdic-
tion.

No dog which has been impounded by reason of its being

a stray, unclaimed by its owner, is allowed by the Animal Shelter

to be adopted during the period of rabies emergency quarantine, ex-~

cept by special authorization of the County Health Officer.

(e) Dogs bitten by a known rabid animal shall be immedi-

ately destroyed or if the owner is unwilling to destroy the exposed

animal, strict isolation of the animal in a kennel for three (3)

months shall be enforced. However, if the dog has been previously

vaccinated, within time limits established by the Public Health Ser-

vice, based on the kind of vaccine used, revaccination and restraint

(leashing and confinement) for thirty (30) days shall be required.

(f) In the event that there are additional cases of rabies

occuring during the period of the quarantine, such period of the

quarantine may be extended for an additional 30 days.

(g) No person shall kill, or cause to be killed, any ra-

bid animal, animal suspected of having been exposed to rabies, or

any animal biting a human, except as herein provided, nor remove

from the City limits without written permission from the County

Health Officer.

(h) The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies shall

be surrendered upon demand to the Animal Warden.

(i) The County Health Officer shall direct the disposition

of any animal found to be infected with rabies.

(j) No person shall fail or refuse to surrender any animal

for quarantine or destruction as required herein when demand is made

therefor by the County Health Officer or Animal Warden.

THEREUPON, Alderman Mitchell Curry made a motion to adopt

Section 9; the motion was seconded by Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Those present and voting "Aye":

Alderman W. H. Clearman

Alderman Mitchell Curry_
Alderman A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Alderman Charles A. Sumrall

Those present and voting "Nay":
































