
MINUTES — PETAL, MISS.

BE IT REMEMBERED that the organizational meeting of the City of Petal,

Mississippi met at the Petal High School Football Stadium at 7:30 P. M., May 3,

1974, at the call of Mayor designate Ulmer Byrd.

Those present:

Mayor Designate — Ulmer Byrd

Aldermen Designate — W. H. Clearman

Mitchell Curry

George B. Draughn

A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Charles Z. Stevens

Ulmer Byrd, Mayor designate, then declared that a quorem was present and declared

the City Council in session.

Ulmer Byrd, Mayor designate suggested that the first order of business should

be the election of a temporary City Clerk to serve until such time as a permanent

City Clerk could be hired.

THEREUPON W. H. Clearman, Alderman designate from Ward I moved that Charles Z.

Stevens be elected as temporary City Clerk to serve until such time as a permanent

City Clerk could be hired. The motion was seconded by A. L. Henderson, Jr., Alderman

designate of Ward III. There being no further nominations, the Mayor designate called

for a vote on the motion and the vote was:

Those present and voting "Aye":

W. H. Clearman

Mitchell Curry
George B. Draughn
A. L. Henderson, Jr.

Charles Z. Stevens

Those present and voting "Nay":

NONE

THEREUPON Charles Z. Stevens took up his duties as temporary City Clerk and

understood the task of making a record of these preceedings.

The Mayor designate then filed with the Clerk the City Charter and ordered it

to be placed in the minutes in full.

C H A R T E R

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF FORREST COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN VACATION 1973

IN THE MATTER OF THE INCORPORATION

OF THE CITY OF PETAL, FORREST COUNTY CAUSE NO.

MISSISSIPPI 29, 139
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FINAL DECREE INCORPORATING

THE CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI

The above styled and numbered cause having been commenced in Vacation

Term Court on April 14, 1972, and heard thereafter on numerous recessed

occasions on Petition for the Incorporation of the City of Petal, Mississippi;

process by publication in the Hattiesburg American newspaper to all

interested and affected persons; public posting of notice and personal

service of process on the City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi for the time

and in the manner required by law; and on Objections filed by certain

qualified electors residing in the territory proposed to be incorporated;

various stipulations made and entered into by the parties throughout

the hearing; and testimony and other evidence offered by the parties

at said hearing; and the Court having heard and considered all of the

same took the matter under advisement for further consideration and

review of the applicable laws; and the Court having now fully and

completely considered same is of the opinion and does hereby find as

follows, to—wit:

1. That said Petition for incorporation meets all the require-

ments of the statutes covering the creation of new municipalities.

2. That the total number of inhabitants of the territory proposed

to be incorporated is 8200.

3. That at the time of the filing of said Petition for incorporation

there were 3192 qualified electors residing in the territory proposed

to be incorporated.

4. That the said Petition for Incorporation contained the valid

signatures of 2213 of said qualified electors which was more than two-

thirds of the total number of qualified electors residing in the territory

proposed to be incorporated on the date of its filing.

5. That notice was published to all persons interested in, affected

by, or having objections to the proposed incorporation in the manner

and for the time required by the statutes covering the creation of new

municipalities, notifying them of the original date set by the Court

for hearing on the Petition for Incorporation.

6. That notice of said hearing date was also posted in three or

more public places in the territory proposed to be incorporated in the

manner and for the time required by said statutes.

7. That the City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, is the only existing

municipality having boundaries which come within three miles of any

of the territory proposed to be incorporated, and that the said City

of Hattiesburg was made a party to the Petition for Incorporation and

process was duly and properly issued and served the Mayor thereof in

the manner and for the time required by law.

8. That there are no buildings or grounds of any State institution

within the boundaries of the area proposed to be incorporated.
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9. That this Court has full jurisdiction of the subject matter

I
.

I of the Petition and all of the necessary parties thereto.

3
10. That the total assessed valuation of the real property of said

area proposed to be incorporated is $2,715,040.00, and the total assessed

valuation of the public utilities presently located therein is $3,740,894.00.

11. That the proposed incorporation is reasonable.

12. That the public convenience and necessity would be served by

the creation of the proposed municipal corporation.

13. That the proposed territory to be incorporated is the same as

the territory lying within and constituting the East Forrest Utility

District, and must therefore be included in its entirety in the area

to be incorporated by virtue of the statutes creating said district.

14. That the prayer of the petition should be granted.

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED as follows,

to—wit:

(1) That the municipal corporation as prayed for

Incorporation should be and the same hereby is de-

clared to be created as requested in the said Petition;

(2) That the following described territory be and

the same hereby is incorporated in the municipal corv

poration hereby created:

Section 25, 35 and 36 and that part of 34 lying
East of Leaf River, in Township 5 North, Range 13

West; Section 30 and 31 in Township 5 North, 12 West;

Section 1 and all of that portion of Sections 2, 11

and 12 that lie East of Leaf River, all in Township
4 North, Range 13 West; the West 1/2 of Section 6,

the West 1/2 of Section 7, the SE 1/4 of Section 7,

and the North 1/2 of Section 18, all in Township 4

North, Range 12 West; all in Forrest County, Miss—

issippi.

The above described property is also described as follows:

Begin at the intersection of the main channel of Leaf

River with the South boundary line of Section 12, Town-

ship 4 North, Range 13 West, Forrest County, Mississippi,
and run East and along the South boundary line of

said Section 12 to the Southeast corner of said Section;

thence run South along the East boundary line of Section

13 of said Township and Range to the Southwest corner

§ of the North 1/2 of Section 18, Township 4 North,

Range 12 West, thence run East to the Southeast

corner of the North 1/2 of the said Section 18;

thence run North to the Northeast corner of the

Southeast 1/4 of Section 7, Township 4 North, Range

12 West; thence run West to the Northwest corner

of the SE 1/4 of said Section 7; thence run North

to the Northeast corner of the West 1/2 of Section 6,

Township 4 North, Range 12 West; thence run East to

the Southeast corner of Section 31, Township 5 North,

Range 12 West; thence run North to the Northeast

corner of Section 30, Township 5 North, Range 12

West; thence run West to the NW corner of Section

25, Township 5 North, Range 13 West, thence run

South to the Southwest corner of said Section

25, thence run West along the North boundary of

said Section 35, and run along the North boundary

of Section 34 of said Township and Range to the

main channel of said Leaf River,thence run South on

and along the thread of the main channel of said

Leaf River following the meanderings of said

stream to the point of beginning, all in Forrest

County, Mississippi.
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(3) That the said municipal corporation hereby created

shall be and the same hereby is created as a "City";

(4) That the persons whom the Petition desire to have

serve as officers of said municipality until the next

regular municipal election after their commissions have

been issued by the Secretary of State of the State of

Mississippi be and they hereby are appointed as follows:

Mayor Ulmer Byrd

Aldermen W. H. Clearman

Charles Z. Stevens

A. L. Henderson, Jr.

George B. Draughn

Mitchell Curry

(5) That the corporate name of said municipality shall

be "The City of Petal";

(6) That the said municipality should be and the same

hereby is granted a "Code Charter" together with all the

rights and privileges provided by statue for municipalities

with Code Charters.

(7) That the Court costs be taxed against the Petitioners

herein.

SO ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED this 21st day of February, A. D., 1973.

/s/
CHANCELLOR

***********'k**********************

The Mayor designate then presented his commission to the council and filed

certified copy thereof with the City Clerk. The Mayor designate also filed with the

City Clerk his oath of office and ordered the certified copy of the Oath and C0mmiSS'

ion placed in the minutes in full.

0 A T H O F “OMFPF I C~ET

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI,

COUNTY OF FORREST,

CITY OF PETAL.

I, /s/ Ulmer Byrd , 
do solemnly swear that I will faithfully

support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State

of Mississippi, and obey the laws thereof; that I am not disqualified from holding

the office of MAYOR ; that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the

office upon which I am about to enter. So help me God.

/s/ ULMER BYRD
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Sworn to and subscribed before me on this, the 3rd day of May, A. D., 1974.

/s/ STANTON A. HALL

STANTON A. HALL, CIRCUIT JUDGE,
12th JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI.

**********************************************

M A Y O R ' S C O M M I S S I O N

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: GREETING:

WHEREAS, it appears by the proper evidence received at the Office of the

Secretary of State that

ULMER BYRD

was duly and constitutionally appointed to the office of

MAYOR OF PETAL

NOW KNOW WE, That in consequence thereof and by virtue of the Constitution

and Laws of this State, I do hereby authorize and empower him

to execute and fulfill the duties of that office according to

law, and to have and to hold said office, with all the powers,

privileges, and emoluments, to the same of right appertaining,
for the time prescribed by law.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I, William L. Waller, Governor of

the State of Mississippi, have caused

these letters to be made patent and

the Great Seal of the State to be here—

unto affixed.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND, At the City of Jackson, the EIGHT DAY OF APRIL

in the Year of Our Lord, One Thousand Nine

Hundred and SEVENTY—FOUR,

/s/ William L. Waller

'Governor

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

/s/ Heber Ladner

Secretary of State

**************************************************

The Mayor designate then filed with the City Clerk his offical bond in the penalty

of $10,000.00 and said bond was approved by the Mayor designate and the City Clerk.

Ulmer Byrd, Mayor designate having then complied with all of the requirements

of law, took up the duties as the Mayor of the City of Petal, Mississippi.




























