CITY OF PETAL 553
MINUTE BOOK 37

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE WAS BEGUN AND HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI ON MARCH 17, 2020 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE
BOARDROOM OF SAID CITY.

THOSE PRESENT MAYOR HAL MARX

ALDERMEN BRAD AMACKER
CRAIG BULLOCK
DAVID CLAYTON
TONY DUCKER
CLINT MOORE
STEVE STRINGER

OTHERS KAREN HESSION
MIKE LOTT
DREW BRICKSON
ADA MADISON
JOHN BRADY AMACKER
OTHERS
MAYOR MARX DECLARED A QUORUM PRESENT AND DECLARED THE CITY COUNCIL IN SESSION.
THE INVOCATION WAS OFFERED BY TONY DUCKER
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE WAS RECITED.
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE AGENDA WITH THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS

GENERAL BUISINESS

Request to accept the Revenue & Expenditures report for the month of February 2020.
Request to authorize Water Dept to waive cut off and late fees until May 1, 2020 in response to COVID-19 emergency.
Request to authorize Shows, Dearman & Waits to prepare and advertise for bids on 2020 Overlay Project.

ORDERS & ORDINANCES

Request to adopt order amending handbook to include Administrative Leave and authorizing the Mayor to send home and/or
instruct employees not to report to work for a non-disciplinary action. Regular wages would continue, but would not include
overtime wages for hours not worked.

Request to adopt order hiring Robert McCraw in the Fire Dept as 1 Class Firefighter at a rate of $12.64 per hour pending drug
screen/physical.

Request to adopt order hiring Lenzy Lee in the Fire Dept as Recruit Firefighter at a rate of $10.15 per hour pending drug
screen/physical.

Request to adopt order hiring Lance Spiers in the Fire Dept as 1% Class Firefighter at a rate of $12.64 per hour effective March
25, 2020.

Request to adopt order promoting Trumaine Hardges to Fire Inspector on an 80-hour pay period at $20.19 per hour effective
March 25, 2020.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING AGENDA AS AMENDED.
ALDERMAN CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE MINUTES FROM THE SPECIAL MEETING OF MARCH 35, 2020.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF MARCH 5, 2020 AS WRITTEN. ALDERMAN DUCKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER

ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK

ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
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ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX CALLED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.

THEREUPON, RICKY SHOWS ADDRESSED THE BOARD REQUESTING THE CITY REPLACE THE CULVERTS THAT
CROSSED MATTHEWS BRANCH ALLOWING ACCESS TO HIS PROPERTY

THEREUPON, ROBERT PROCTOR ADDRESSED THE BOARD AS A REPRESENTATIVE FOR FAYE MOFFETT AT 19
SPRINGFIELD RD. MS. MOFFETT IS HAVING ISSUES WITH HER GRINDER PUMP AND SEEKS A WAIVER TO
ALLOW HER TO GO BACK TO USING A SEPTIC TANK. MAYOR MARX STATED THAT THE GRINDER PUMP WAS
PURCHASED AND INSTALLED BY A GRANT AND IT IS THE CITY’S RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN IT. MIKE
TREST WILL HAVE SOMEONE CHECK THE PUMP AND MAKE NEEDED REPAIRS.

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO DISPOSE OF ONE (1) TARGET WALK BEHIND SAW IN
THE WATER DEPT

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN AMACKER MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE DISPOSAL OF ONE (1) TARGET
WALK BEHIND SAW IN THE WATER DEPT. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO SET A HEARING DATE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT
126 SHERRY LYNN DR.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO SET A HEARING DATE OF APRIL 14, 2020 AT 6:00
P.M. FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 126 SHERRY LYNN DR. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE RESIGNATION OF CRYSTAL SHEA EASTERLING IN THE POLICE
DEPT

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF CRYSTAL SHEA
EASTERLING IN THE POLICE DEPT EFFECTIVE MARCH 11, 2020. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”
ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER
THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO PAY ESTIMATE #3 TO DUNN ROADBUILDERS
THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY CLERK TO PAY ESTIMATE #3
IN THE AMOUNT OF $235,704.50 TO DUNN ROADBUILDERS FOR VARIOUS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PER THE
RECOMMENDATION OF SHOWS, DEARMAN & WAITS. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”
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ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST FOR A SECURITY LIGHT AT 10 CLAY DR.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN AMACKER MADE A MOTION TO TABLE THE REQUEST UNTIL THE SPENDING
FREEZE IS LIFTED. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER

ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK

ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE PRIVILEGE LICENSE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

2020.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE PRIVILEGE LICENSE REPORT FOR THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2020. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO ADJUST WATER SERVICES BILLED TO 134 W 10T™" AVE

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON NOTED EVIDENCE OF A REPAIRED LEAK AND MADE A MOTION TO
AUTHORIZE THE CITY CLERK TO ADJUST WATER SERVICES BILLED TO 134 W 10™ AVE IN THE AMOUNT OF

$756.00. ALDERMAN BULLOCK SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING PROOF OF PUBLICATION

e PUBLIC HEARING - 76 DEERWOOD DR

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE PROOF OF PUBLICATION FOR FILING.
ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
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NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE CITY OF PETAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
EXHIBIT “A”

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE CITY OF PETAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.
ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF
FEBRUARY 2020

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN DUCKER MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE REVENUE & EXPENDITURES REPORT
FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2020. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY™
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE THE WATER DEPT TO WAIVE CUT OFFS
AND LATE FEES UNTIL MAY 1, 2020

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN BULLOCK MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE WATER DEPT TO WAIVE CUT OFFS
AND LATE FEES UNTIL MAY 1, 2020 IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19. ALDERMAN CLAYTON SECONDED THE
MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE SHOWS, DEARMAN & WAITS TO PREPARE
AND ADVERTISE FOR BIDS ON 2020 ASPHALT OVERLAY.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE SHOWS, DEARMAN & WAITS TO
PREPARE AND ADVERTISE FOR BIDS ON 2020 ASPHALT OVERLAY. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE
MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”

NONE



CITY OF PETAL 557
MINUTE BOOK 37

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST FOR HUNTER MCPHAIL TO TAKE THE CPAT EXAM AT THE
STATE FIRE ACADEMY

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE HUNTER MCPHAIL TO TAKE THE CPAT
EXAM AT THE STATE FIRE ACADEMY ON APRIL 7, 2020 AT A COST OF $80.00. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED
THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST FOR BARTLEY FAULKNER TO ATTEND DRIVER
OPERATION CLASS AT THE STATE FIRE ACADEMY

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN MOORE MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE BARTLEY FAULKNER TO ATTNED
DRIVER OPERATION CLASS AT THE STATE FIRE ACADEMY ON MARCH 30 — APRIL 9, 2020 AT A COST OF
$783.00. ALDERMAN CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER TRANSFERRING LEVI SCRONCE FROM THE
WATER DEPT TO THE STREET DEPT

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO
TRANSFER LEVI SCRONCE

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT LEVI SCRONCE
BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE WATER DEPT
TO THE STREET DEPT AT HIS SAME RATE OF
PAY EFFECTIVE MARCH 11, 2020

SO ORDERED THIS THE 17™ DAY OF MARCH 2020

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN AMACKER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED ORDINANCE 1979 (42-A425) AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO TABLE THE REQUEST. ALDERMAN MOORE
SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER

ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK

ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
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ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER INCREASING THE RATE OF PAY FOR KRYSTLE
DAVIS

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO
INCREASE THE RATE OF PAY FOR KRYSTLE DAVIS

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT KRYSTLE DAVIS
BE RAISED TO $11.00 PER HOUR EFFECTIVE
MARCH 25, 2020
SO ORDERED THIS THE 17™ DAY OF MARCH 2020

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”
ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER
THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO PUT
EMPLOYEES ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE PER HOUSE BILL 1647 ADOPTED BY THE MS LEGISLATURE

EXHIBIT “B”
ORDER
THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER AND AMEND THE
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK TO INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE
MOTION.
THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”
ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER
THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER HIRING ROBERT MCCRAW IN THE FIRE DEPT
ORDER
WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO HIRE
A FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT ROBERT MCCRAW BE
HIRED FULL TIME AS A 15T CLASS FIREFIGHTER AT
A RATE OF $12.64 PER HOUR EFFECTIVE MARCH 25, 2020
SO ORDERED THIS THE 17™ DAY OF MARCH 2020

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN DUCKER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
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ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER HIRING LENZY LEE IN THE FIRE DEPT.
ORDER
WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO HIRE
A FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT LENZY LEE BE
HIRED FULL TIME AS A RECRUIT FIREFIGHTER AT
A RATE OF $10.15 PER HOUR EFFECTIVE MARCH 26, 2020
SO ORDERED THIS THE 17™M DAY OF MARCH 2020

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
DUCKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER HIRING LANCE SPIERS IN THE FIRE DEPT

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO HIRE
A FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT LANCE SPIERS BE
HIRED FULL TIME AS A 157 CLASS FIREFIGHTER AT
A RATE OF $12.64 PER HOUR EFFECTIVE MARCH 25, 2020

SO ORDERED THIS THE 17™ DAY OF MARCH 2020

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN DUCKER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE
WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER PROMOTING TRUMAINE HARDGES

ORDER

WHEREAS, THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO
HIRE A FIRE INSPECTOR
IT IS HEREBY ORDRED THAT TRUMAINE HARDGES
BE PROMOTED TO FIRE INSPECTOR AT A RATE
OF $20.19 PER HOUR BASED ON AN 80-HOUR PAY PERIOD
EFFECTIVE MARCH 25, 2020

SO ORDERED THIS THE 17™ DAY OF MARCH 2020
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THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
DUCKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

THEREUPON, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE 2018 WATER FLOURIDATION QUALITY AWARD FROM THE
CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL.
THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 17,
2020. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.
THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “AYE”
ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER
THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING “NAY”
NONE

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
2 .\-(O%li:l:LQCITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI WAS ADJOURNED.
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Incorporaled in 1874, Ine City of Pelal, Mississippy, s a city of approximately 10,700 residents located in Forrest
County in the southeaslern portron of Mississippi. Pelal abuts the Jarger Cily ol Hattiesburg, which is localed
lo Ine wast across the Leaf River, Pelal 1s eighty-three (83) miles southeasl ol Ine slate capilol in Jackson,
seventy-five (75) miles soulhwest ol Meridian, Mississippt: seventy (70) miles nordh of Gullport, Mississippr,
eight-live miles norlhwesl of Mobile, Alabama, and one hundred nine (108) miles northeas! of New Orleans.
Louisiana

Figure 1.1: Petal's Location

The City of Petal has a total area of 17,2 square miles of which 16.9 1s land {98.3%) and 0.3 square miles 1s
waler (1,7%)

The Hattiesburg-Laurel Regional Airport (FAA LID: PIB) is localed aboul 10 miles ta the northwesl of Petal and
1s classified as a pnmary commercial service arport.

U S Highway 11 acts a4 the muapor nerih/eouth comider out of Pelal running on Lhe City's west side Mississipp!
42 is the main easl/wesl corridor  Additional major transportation roules such as U, § Highways 49 and 88
and Inlerstate 59 can be accessed in close proximity 1o Petal

The only railrand aperaling in Pelal i1s the Norfolk Southern Railway which provides the city with a nalional
railroad cannection. The Norlolk Southern primarily operales s a Ireighl railroad, but Amirak’s Grescenl Irain
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alsa uses lhe lracks and connecls Petal wilh New Orleans and New York Cily. Hattesburg's Train Depol
serves as an Amlrak stop for the Crescent line  Additional railrocad lines that pass Ihrough neighboring
Hattiesburg Include the Canadian Northern (connecling Mobile, AL to Jackson, MS, and Memphis, TN) and
Kansas City Soulhern (connecling Hatliesburg to Gulfpor)

According te Ihe Mississippr Departmenl of Educalion’s accountability ralings bascd on the 2016 - 2017
school year, Ihe Petal School Disingt has an 'A” raling with 2 point total of 734, the most poinis \hal were
awarded by ihe Deparlment of Edicalion lo a school dislricl - The school district includes Pelal Pnmary Schoo
{K ~ 2" grades), Pelal Elementary School (3 - 4" grades), Petal Upper Elementary Schoal (5" - 8" grades),
Pelal Middie School (7" - 8" grades). and Pelal High School (8" - 12" grades)

Petal hosts a Fall Festival every year Broadcast media that includes the Petal market include The Pelal News
{newspaper), WDAM Channel 7 in Laurel. WHLT Channel 22 in Halliesburg, and WHPM-LD Channel 23 in
Halliesburg {television), and WZLD 106 3 FM (radic). In addition, Ihere are several radio slalions in Hatliesburg
that broadcast inlo Pela!

Petal enjoys a great deal of benelils associaled with its proximity lo Hatliesburg, Ihe fourth largest cily in
Mississippi, For example, the Unwersity o Soulhern Mississipp, located in Hattesburg, provides a greal
educational and economic resource to Pelal residents, Based on stabstical analysis, Pelal 1s expecled to
increase in population lhrough 2040 The numiber of residents in each age calegory increased between 2000
and 2010

However, along with the benetils, Petal also taces challenges. As a relatively new cily — having only been
incorporaled in 1974 — Petal musl insure lhal adequate infrastruclure is available lor the projected increase in
poputalion  Greal care musl be given as to Ihe adequate number of streels. waler Services. sewer services,
police protection, and fire protection thal will be required.  As the population of Pelal ages, there will be a
greater demand on public services as well as a need lo accommodale the Increased aging populalion wilh
heallh services and amenilies With these and other concepts in mind, the Gity of Petal embarked upon &
Comprenhensive Planning process in 2017
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The purpose of Ihe Cily of Pelal's Comjarehensive Plan is to provide policy and recommendations (or Gily
officials, property owners, and polential developers lo ensure 1hat

= Development occurs in a planned and orderly manner which enhances (he existing residential and
commercial areas: and

» Imporlanl features of Pelal such as i1s commurity character, scenic views, and open spaces are
preserved and cnhanced

To be successtul, lhe plan depends on both the personal commilment of City residents to consider the long-
lerm well-being of therr tamilies and their neighbors and he public commitment ol City ollicials 1o updale local
land use laws (such as zoning) with needed improvements The commilmen! extends lo aclions such as
enlorcing laws and budgeting for major expenses such as sidewalks. sireel repair, water and sewer repar
communily laciines. and parks

The plan is ntended o serve as a guide for lhe next twenty (20) to twenly-live (25) years. However, lhis plan
should be reviewed and updated at leasl every live (5) years lo gauge progress on implemenlation and o
perform needed maintenance A more lormal rewision should occur len (310) years after Ihe plan is adopled

Although comprehensive planning 1s not mandatory. the State ol Mississippi encourages comprehensive
planning lor he sake of the heallh. salety, and wellare of its cilizens 1l should be noted that when discussing
funding for various projects communilies should pay close aftention te whelher Iheir camprehensive plan - if
they even have one - is up-to-date  Funding agencies look lavorably upon the fact thal a current
comprehensive plan. which is reflective of the communily's current vision, exists B

1.2 BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW
Atits core, a comprehensive plan answers three questions - "Where are we now?" "Where do we wanl 1o go?"
and "How do we gel there?” To develop this plan, the City hired Staughler & Associales Urban Planning
Consultanis lo identify key Issues, asstst with public oulreach, and defline the wision and the goals of the plan

Previous Planning Efforts

Since the City of Pelal was incorporaled. lhree comprehensive plans have been adopled. The firsl plan was
completed in 1975 and was prepared by Southern Mississippi Planning and Development Disirict. The second
was compleled in 1883 and was prepared by Dunaway and Hall, Inc, The third was completed in 2005 and
was completed by Kara W. Drane, AICP. Additicnally, Pelal 18 part of the Hatliesburg-Petal-Forresl-Larmnar
Melropolitan Planning Organizatian (HPFL-MPO) which prepares long range transportation plans as required
by the Federal Highway Act of 1962

Departmental Meetings

On Wednesday, Seplember 27, 2017, and Thursday, Scptember 28, 2017, members of Slaughler & Associates
mel wilh vanaus efecled officials, Cily depariment heads, and community leaders lo discuss revising Ihe
comprehensive plan. The electied ofiicils, department heads, and communily leaders included the mayor,
aldermen, city clerk, cily altomay, judicial department stall, police chiel/arimal conlrol, fire chief, public works
slaft/cily engineer, building/code enforcement staii, Planning Commission members, parks and recreation
stalt, lire hydrant and walet lines staf, school distnict s and Area D | Parlnership staft

®
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1.1 PURPOSE OF A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The purpose of a Comprehensive Plan is to acl as a blueprint guiding fulure growth, developmenl, and
conservalion, The plan should oculline a lang-larm vision and goals far a community, set forth objeclives, and
resultin a lisi of leasible action items lor the shont- to long-lerm, The vision and the goals should be a collective
stalemenl of residents, community leaders, and key slakeholders with an interes| In how a community Is
funclioning

Seclion 17-1-1 of the Mississippi Code prowides the definilion of a comprehensive plan’ *a staterment of public
palicy tor lhe physical development af lhe entire municipality or county adoptad by resolulion of the governing
body, consisling of lhe fallowing elemenls at a minmurm

(i) Goals and objectives for Ihe long-range (wardy (2] to twenty-live (25) years) development of lhe county or
municipality. Required goals and objectives shall arnngss. ol A murimim_ . commoncind and
indusinal development; parks, open space and recrealion. sireel or raad improvements, puhllc schools and
community facilitics.

(i) Aland use ptan which designales in map or policy lorm the proposed general disiribulion and exlenl o the
uses ol land for residences, commerce, industry, recreation and open space, putlic/quasi-public lacilites and
lands. Background informalion shall be provided concerning the specific meaning of Jand use calegaries
depicted in Lhe plan in terms ol the foltowing: residential densities; intensity of commercial uses, industrial and
public/quasi-public uses; and any other information needed to adequalely define the meaning of such land
use codes, Projections of population and economic growth for the area encompassed by the plan may be the
basis lor quantitalive recommendalions for each land use category.

(iii) A lransportation plan depicling in map form Ihe proposed functional classilications for all existng and
propased streels, roads and highways lor lhe area encompassed by lhe land use plan and lof lhe same hme
pericd as that covered by lhe land use plan. Functional classilications shall consist of arlerial, collector and
lacal streels, roads and highways, and lhese classificalions shall be defined on the plan as lo minimum nght-
ol-way and surlace widlh requirements; these requirements shall be based upon trallic projections. All olher
forms of ransportation pertinent ta the local jurisdiction shall be addressed as appropriate The transportation
plan shall be a basis for a capilal improvements program.

{iv) A communily facilitics plan as a basts lor a capital improvements pregram including, but not limited to, the
lallowing: housing, schoals; parks and recrealion, public buldings and lacililes, and ulilites and drainage.”

Seclion 17-1-11 slales thal “The governing authorily of each municipality and counly may provide for the
prepaiation. adoption, arnendment, extension and carrying out of a cornprehensive plan tor the purpose of
bringing aboul coordinated physical development in accordance with present and future needs and may
creale. independenlly or joinlly. a local planning commission with aulherity lo prepare and propose (a) a
comprehensive plan of physical development ol the municipality or county. (b) a proposed zoning ordinance
and map, (c) regulations goveming subdivisions ol land. {d) building or set back lines on streets, roads and
highways: and () recommendalions 1o the governing authorilies of each municipalily or counly with regard to
the enforcement of and amendmenls to the comprehensive plan, zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations
and capital Improvemenls program

Pelal's last comprehensive plan was wrillen and adopled several years ago. Therelore, rather than updale
Ihal plan, lhe Gity has chosen fo hire Slaughler & Associates Urban Planning Cansuttants lo create a whole
new documenl, As stated above, this plan will become Ihe City's blueprint tor future growth. development,
and conservalion

4lEu

Public Meeting

To gather public Inpul and to describe Ihe planning process in more detail, a public meeting was conducted
on November 9, 2017 In lhis meeting, lhe Mayor and planning consultant presenled an overview of the
comprehensive planning process and held an input session where altendees were asked to share their
OpINioNs on arange. u| Innlcs including: Job Opporunities, Education & Waorklerce. Hospitals & Medical Care.
Housing & i , C Dy pment, Parks, Recreation & Open Space, Road,
Bridge & Dranage Impmvnments Clty Beautificancn, Public Satety - Police and Public Salety - Fire, Aflendees
were also presenled wilh maps of the City and Planning Arca 1o review after the planning presenlation
Addilionally, lhe Cily live-slreamed the public meeling over ils Facebook page lo reach oul lo Ihose citizens
thal could not make the meeing In person

6 Fun



CHAPTER 2: POPULATION, HOUSING AND ECONOMICS

This chapter compiles information, such as populalion, race, age, housing and economic data, to eslablish a
community prafile of the City of Petal The majority of this inlormation is recorded by the United Stales Census
Burea every ten years or eslimated on a yearly basis depending on Ihe scope of Ibe information Establishing
a community profile is usetul in order lo undersland how the Cily has cvolved over lime and how it might
conlinue |o evolve inlo e lulure

2.1 POPULATION ANALYSIS

This section will examine how the populations of Petal and Forrest Counly have changed over the last four
decades it will alsa analyze how the population trends have changed n the last ten years due to births and
dealhs. migralian, age race, and the gender composition of Pelal's residenls,

City of Petal

From 1980 to 2000 Petal expenenced population declines al each 1en year census However, between 2000
and 2010 Pelal saw n major increase in populalion, due in large part ta a 2003 annexalion

In the years beltween the decennial censuses the Census Bureau releases yearly estimates of city populations
As of 2015 the US Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year estimate puls Petal's
population al 10,723

Figure 2.1: Petal's Historic Population
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The Fallowing Map illustrates populabon cancentration by 2010 Census Blacks Each dol represents 2 people
hwing in each Census Block Petal's populalicn 1s around lhe and the so

corridor into Hattiesourg The rest of the City is lated with some col on the East
of the City Generally, lhe planning area s Iightty populated with minar concentrations in the East and a major
concentralion in lhe Glendale community to the Wesl
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Other Forrest County Communtties

Petal and Hatliesburg are the only two incorporaled communities in Forrest County

Flgure 2.2: Forrest County 2010 Population Distribution
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Comparative Population Growth

Cilies ol comparable size to Petal have seen mixed results when it comes to population growth and loss in the
last ten years Senatobia, Bay St Louis, and D'lborvile have all expenenced double digil growth, while
Indianoia, West Painl, Yazao City, and Cleveland have expenenced loss Senalobla grew Llhe mosl al 43 7%,
while Yazoo City shrank the most at -21 6%

From 1870 Lo 2010 all cities except Yazoo City and Cleveland experienced growth, with Senatabia growing lhe.
mosl at 92 3% Petal was one of the faslesl growers at 48 6% Communities included within MSAs, generally.
saw the highesl growth rates, bath over the 40-year and 10-year time frames.
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Natural increase and Migration

Over the last len years Pelal's population growih can be primarily altributed to annexalion with a heallhy birth
rate being lhe second leading laclor for populalion growth From 2000 to 2010 Petal gamed 2,875 persons,
approximately 1,978 of which came in during the 2003 annexatian Petal alsc experienced 561 mare births
Ihan deaihs, which means that 336 people moved inta the City of Pelal between 2000 and 2010

Figure 2.4: Naiural Increase and Migration Companents
2010 Population
2000 Population

10,454
7,573

Growth due to natural increase (births minus deaths) 561
Tatabbisths (2000-2010§ 1529
Taotal deaths (2080-2840) 868
Gain due to annexation (2003) 1,978
Gain due ta in-migration (2000-2010) 336

U S, Census Bureau Decennial Census Dala and Missise-ppl Department of Health - Statistics

Population Pyramids

Population pyramids show the distribution of ages by sex and will form a pyramid if the populaticn s growing
The populahon pyramids for Pelal In 2000 and 2010 bolh generally form pyramid shapes with a lew notable
excephons In 2010 there seems lo he not as many 20-24 year olds as would be expected Also notable is the
populalion bulge associaled wilh Ine Baby Boomer generalion This bulge is skewed nolably lowards Ihe latier
half of thal generation, those aged 35-44 1n 2000 and 45-54 1n 2010 This generation will begin lo retre dunng
Ihe Iife of this Plan and the Cily should take nate ol and begin to prepare for lhe special needs Lhal an older
population will require

Flgure 2.5: 2000 Population Pyramid
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Figure 2,6: 2010 Population Pyramid
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Population Projsctions

Papulation projections attempl to predict the population of Petal al some pont in the future There are
numerous methods for calculating these projections. This analysis briefly compares three allernative projection
melhods and (orecasls Pelal's populalion twenly-five Lo thirly years down lhe road.

The first method 1s a proportional melhod which forecasts cily population based on a proporlion perceniage
af the City's poputation lo (he County's population The Mississippi Instilule of Higher Learning publishes
populabon projections for all counlies in the state. The most recent report was published in 2012 and is based
on the 2010 Census. This report anly extends projectians Inta Ihe year 2025 which 1s loo sherl for the planning
penod of this Comprehensive Plan, bul the analysts, for comparison purposes, s helpful

Petal represents approximalely 14% ol Farrest County's populations: This is a similar trend prewious lo the
2010 Census as well As1s shown In the chart below, this proparlional methad resulls in the highesl papulalion
projeclions lhrough 2025

Calculating the growth rate for the Cily of Pelal over the pasl forly years prodiices an average over time which
can be used 1o project (uture population Over the last 40 years Inc growth rate for Petal has averaged 8 0%
every len years (or approximalely 4 5% every 5 years) This melhod lorecasls Ihe populstion to be
approximalely 13,614 people by 2040 Thal is yrowth of about 527 residents every 5 years for the nexi 30
years The City of Petal will nol lose or gain populatian al a constant rate for the next 30 years, some years
may have higher growth rates than olhers It is the goal of this plan {o address issues that are driving the
currenl populalion growth and ensure lhat Petal can provide services and quality of lile to an Increasing
population.

The leas\-squared melhod projecls a luture population based on a linear trend eslablished by a histonc
timeframe. This trend preduces a populalion projection Lhat is shightly less aggressive than the previous two
melhods. In 2040, the least-squared melhad projects the population of Petal to be jus| over 12,143 residents
This method predicts growth of about 563 residents every § years

=
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Age Characteristics

Pelal's median age (35.8) is signiicantly older than Forrest County (31.3) but mirrors the Stale of Mississippi
(36). Nearly 27% of Petal’s population is scheol aged children, while aboul 14% of the population is retirement
aged. This leaves almost 60% of the populalion avaiiable for entry in |o the warkforce, with the exceptien ol
those allending inslilules of higher learning and Ihe disabled.

The figure below shows that from 2000 ta 2010 the number ol residents n all age categories increased The
increase in those aged 45-48, 50-54, and 55-59 is nolable because they are in or are nearing therr peak earning
poteniial which can affect the area's potential lo aliract new amenilies The 60-64 and 65-69 age range also
experienced growth, which is of note because this group is nearing or jusl came of retirement age. Those in
the 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, and 55-59 ranges will reach retiremenl during the lifespan of this plan. If this increase
conlinues over the next 20-25 years, providing heallhcare and amenities for an aging population will be witai
for Petat

What s encouraging about this ligure 1s (he growth in thase aged under 5 years oid Those lhat are born loday
will be enlering Ihe warkfarce during the lifespan of this plan Providing adequate resaurces lor Ihese children
will ensure that Pelal has & competent workforce and vibrant population lor years lo come

Figure 2.9: Age Structure, 2000-2010
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Figure 2 10 indicates lhal Pelal i1s compnsed of a larger percentage of females than Forresl County The
parcentage of males has grown slightly over the len year time frame Typicaily, having a grealer percentage
ol females Ihan males would meen (here are more children born in a community,
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Figure 2.7: Population Projection
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All ol these projeclion methods show moderale growth, which 1s backed by the lalest Census eslimate The
Irue growlh 1s probatly somewhere in between lhese estmates. Nalional, regional, and local crcumsiances
including fulure annexations, will all Impact the ulure growth and Ihe rate of growth that the Cily of Petal will
expenence over lhe nexl 30 years

Racial Composition

The City of Petal has expenenced some change in racial composilion between 2000 and 2010 In 2000 the
composilion of Ihe Cily was approximalely 93% While and 4% Black, Ihis has changed lo 86% While and 10%
Black in 2010 Oflher races make up 39% al the ion 1In 2010 up [rom 1.7% in 2000 a
majority of whom idenlify as some ather race ("Some other race” generally indicates a Hispanic populalion,
Hispanic s classified as an elhnicily, not as a race by Ihe Census Bureau ) 3 5% af the Cily's population (3 5%)
identified as being of Hispanic elthmicity

Forrest County experienced a similar, but more moderale change to its population as well Irom 2000 1o 2010
The perzentage of Whics cropped from B4% 10 80% and the percentage of Blacks rose from 34% (o 36%
The County s Heparse pomdation share rose Irom 1 3% lo 3 5% of the population

Flgure 2.8: Raclal Composition Between 2000 and 2010

Cityof Patal L il
Numb Percen! urmbae  Percint
Tota! Populstion 7,578 10,454
7,119 93.9% 8,997 86.1% -26%
336 4.4% 1,039 9.9% 209%
22 03% 25 0.2% 14%
[ 0.1% 78 07% 1,200%
o 0.0% ] 0.0% -%
96 13% 31s 30% 228%

Source: Uniled States Census Bureau Decennial Census
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Educational Attainment

Petal's residenis’ educational attainment is, across-the-board, higher than Ihe State average ang generally
figher than Forrest Counly The percentage of Ihose with no degree {11 5%) ar Just a high school diploma
(27 1%) is less than thal ol the Stale (17 6%, 30 3%) and the percenfage of thase with Bachelor's degrees
(19 6%) and Graduate degrees (10 8%) 1s higher than the Stale (12 8%, 7.7%)

Flgure 2,11: Educational Attalnment
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2.2 HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

The United States Census Bureau documents numerous housing characlenstics thal pravide insighl inlo the
dislribulion of owner vs. renter occupied units. the vacancy rale of Lnits. the types of unils, the year unils were
buill, ele. While he residential land use analysis In Chapler 4 presents general informalion regarding the types
of units, the Census information 1s more detailed

Households and Families

The U S Census Bureau defines a household as ollows ‘A household consisis of all the people who occupy
a housing unil" A lamily is defined as follows ‘A family 1s a group ol two people or more related by birth
marnage, or adoption and residing logelher "

Overall, the number of househalds 1n Petal has increased significantly (31 5%) from 2000 to 2010, 1n large part
caused by lhe 2003 annexalion. Family househelds have increased 38% while non-lamily huuscholds have
ncieased 17%. In 2010 Lhe average household sice was 2 65 and |he average family size was 313 Balh the
averaye household size and |he average tamily size have seen growth from 2000 lo 2010 (5 1% and 2.6%
respeclively)

All sizes ol households increased (n numper between 2000 and 2010  One-person househalds increased
13 0%, two-person households increased 32 0%, three-person households increased 42 7%, four-person
households increased 32 2%, hve-person househalds increased 62.3% and over fhve-person househaolds
increased 60.2%

Housing Occupancy

According lo the Census Bureau, the City ol Petal has gained 1,053 housing units from 2000 to 2010
appraximalely BO5 were gained during he 2003 annexalion. In 2010 (he Census reported 4,261 housing unils
In Petal, 8 0% of which were vacanl, an increase Irom 2000 (7.1%) The homeawner vacancy rale increased
from 1 6% 1n 2000 lo 2 3% in 2010, and the renlal vacancy rale alsc ncreased belween 2000 and 2010 from
8.3%10131%

Between 2000 and 2010 the percenlage of renter-occupied housing units decreased aboul 4% As ol 2010,
Petal has 27% renler-occupled housmng units and 73% owner-occupied housing unils

Housing Unit Type and Age

The cemposition of residential units has expenenced some change between 2000 and 2010 The Census
Bureau estimales 82% of all residenlial unil in Petal are single fanvly, detached homes. Mobile or manufactured
homes represented aboul 7% of residences, a siight decreasc from 2000 Mulli-farmily units accounl for 11%
ol all housing units, a decrease from 14% in 2000

Aboul 40% ol lhe housing stock in Pelal was construcled priar lo 1970 19.5% was buill between 1970 and
1979 7.8% was buill between 1980 and 1383, 15 4% was built between 1990 and 1988 15 8% of the housing
stock was buiil atler 2000

Figure 2.13: Petal income Characteristice, 2000-201¢

Household Incame 3,013 3,822 809  26.9%

Less than 518,000 402 133% 233 61% 1169 -42.0%
$10-514,993 232 7.7% 269 7.0% 37 15.9%
$15-524,993 644 214% 458 120% <185 -28.7%
$25-$34,999 513 17.0% 460 12.0% 53 -103%
$35-549,993 559 18.6% 585  153% % 4%
$50-$74,953 441 146% 785 205% 44 78.0%

Over $75,000 222 7.4% 1031 27.0% 809 3644%
Metlan income $29,637 $48,115 18478 62.3%
Nean Income $37,554 455,696 18142 483%
Per Capitatncame  $13,996 $21,117 7121 509%
Below Poverty Level

Families 11.9% 112%
Al People 15.0% 11.9%

Saurce: U 5. Census Bureau Decennial Census and American Community Survey 5-Year

Employment Base

The City of Petal's labor force (those over the age ol 16 and below relirement age empioyed or loaking lor
employmenl) grew by over 1,800 people between 2000 and 2010. In 2000, 56 7% of lhose over the age ol 16
were n the labor force, while In 2010 that figure (ncreased to 68.1% Petal has seen unemployment rise from
4.2%1n 2000 10 § 7% 1n 2010 2015 eslimates put unemployment close o 6 9%, considerably lower than the
2015 yearly estmates for Forrest County of 13 1%, though thal number is skewed because ol (he large number
ol college sludents

The top three accupation cateqaries for Petal in 2010 were Managemenl, Business Scicnce, and Arts (37 0%),
Sales and Otlice (26 5%), and Service Occupations (16 6%) These three accupalion categories were also the
same ones In 2000 Combined, they totaled 80 1% of accupations in 2010 and 74% 1n 2000

The lop hree employment indusines for the Cily of Pelal in 2010 were Educanonal, Healihcare and Social
Services (29.7%), Retail (15.0%), and Arls, Entertainment & Recroztion, and Accommodation & lood Services
{11 8%) These calegones have changed since 2000 when Manulaclunng was a larger percenlage of lhe
induslry makeup ol Pelal

Retail Sales

The Mississipp! Departmenl of Revenue lracks all retail sales for cilies and counties The charl below shows
lhe gross sales lor the City ol Petal and lhe gross relail sales autside of Pelal {Hatliesburg and unincorporaled
Forrest Counry) This chart dlusirates the growing impertance af the economy and business in Pelal From
2004 to 2017 Petal's share of gross retail sales m Forrest County grew from 9% 0 13% Pelal also 1s home to
approximately 14% of the relal establishments in Forrest County. Belween 2013 and 2017, Pelal has had
sleadily increasing retail sales. As business conlmues to grow alang Evelyn Gandy Parkway. relail sales should
also conlinue lo expand
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Figure 2.12: Housing Unit Typa
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2.3 ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Income Characteristics

The Amerncan Communilies Survey 5-year estimales provide Insight into household income as well as the
aflordabiity ol housing and the economic well-being of residents. The ACS estimates (hat n 2010
approximalely 11% of all tamilies in Pelal were living in poverty as well as aimosl 12% ol all indimduals, down
from the 2000 slauslics During the same time frame, the median income rose over 60%. Qver thal ten year
period, the number ol households that earned al the top of the Income specirum grew, white thase In the
bottomn fell

The foliowing slalistics represent Ihe percentage of income homeowners, o renters, spend on manthly
housing costs A generally accepted slandard is that those Ihat spend more than 30% of lherr income on
housing costs are cosl-burdencd

Approxmately 34% o homeowners (with a morigage) allocale al leasl 30% of their monthly incame | lheir
mortgage This burden has increased substantially since 2000 when fower than 23% had the same cosls
Renters are al a much higher burden with over 44% of renters devoling at leasl 30% of lherr monthly iIncome
to housing costs. This higure has increased scrmewhal since 2000 (40%) Residenls are spending an increasing
percenlage ol Iheir manthly Income on housing costs
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Figure 2,14: Forrest County Annual Gross Retail Sales
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The Cily of Pelal, Iike all Incorporated areas, receives annual diversions from sales tax purchases Currently.
over $2 5 million comes in from lhese diversions. Sales Tax Diversions have shown steady growlh since 2010,
grawing at a rate of around 3%
Flgure 2.15: Petal Sales Tax Divarsions
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CHAPTER 3: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

INTRODUCTION

This important portion of the Comprehensive Plan idenlifies a variety ol tuture goals lor residenlial, commercial
and induslrial developmenlt, parks and recreaticn. transportation improvements, and schools and other
community laciliies  The following goals and abjectives are organized around lhe necessary elements slated
In Ine Stale planning legislation. These goals and objectives are the direct result of community Inpul gathered
al the public meeting and through the communily inpul surveys

The City of Petal is lhinking progressively in terms of Iheir fulure whether It's land developmenl, population
growlh, resident amenilies, or public salety, Cily leadership and residents have direcl cancern for gquality of
life and how ther actions today aflect the future and Lher children’s luture Every comment, concern, ar goal
expressed throughout this process was based on the desire 1o change loday s actions n order to improve [he
City of Petal This Chapter turther documenls each o these goals in delall

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal 1; Creats and maintain & fousing stock thal i of high guality that meets Gity needs

Objeclive 11 Strictly enfarce the Renlal Housing Code

Chbjective 1 2 Inform citizens of therr righls under (he Rental Housing Code

Qpjectve 13 If new rental complexes are Lo be buill, pnoritize therr locaticn near the Downtown

Objective 14 Ensure thal renlal unit supply doesn'l pul unnecessary strain an the School Disinel

Objeclve 15 Waork lo promole home ownership throughaul he Cily.

Objeclive 16 Promote lhe development and retroliling of handicap accessible housing
Ihroughout the City

Objeclive 1 7 Promole the developmenl of military-inendly housing (hroughout the City

Objeclive 1 8 Conlinue to adopt and enlorce the latesl versions of Ihe Inlernatianal Building Codes
and National Electnc Code

Objectve 19 Conlinue lo update and enlarce the Cily's Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision
Regulations

Objeclive 1 10 Conlinue la provide and upgrade high-guality waler and sewer service 10 all areas ol
the City that have residential development and residential development patential

Objective 111 Ideniify areas lor new high-qually resideniial development bolh inside the City and

n nalural growth corridors

19

Objeclive 54  Explore opportunilies to utilize undevelopable land near the Leaf River as a riverfront
park

Obective 55  Promole cennectivily between Petal and Hattiesburg Parks.

Objeclve SE  Explore ways lo connect the Long Leal Trace o Petal

Goal 6: Promate the use of recreation facilities in Pelal

QObjeclve 61 Ensure lhal all Park laclilies are ADA compliant and have handicap accessible
Objective 6 2 {:Srhen:sse the amount and quality of hghting at City Parks

Objecive 63  Increase the Police presence around Cily Parks. especially around dusk

Objective 64 Explore the addinon of a splash pad to one af the park facilives

Objective 65 Have lhe Parks and Recreation Ocparlment and Athletics Depanment partner

logether |0 anlicrpale future needs and o plan for the growlh of the parks syslem

STREET AND ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

he high

Objectve 71 Establish a routine mamntenance cycle for all roadway impraovements such as

resurtacing and restnping

Objectve 7.2: Estabhsh a Capital Improvements Program (GIF) to ellectively plan lor major
infrastructure expendilures

Objeclive 7 3: Work with HPFL-MPO to implement the Transporlation Impravemenl Plan (TIP) o
improve regional conneclivity

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Goal 8: Promate. suppert and partner with Petal School District to_provide the best
Brimary and Sseondary education apparunities in the reqian
Objective 81 Parlner with Petal School District to plan for and meet lulure needs
Cbjective 82 Parlner with Pelal School Dislrict lo acquire lulure schoal siles as needed
Objective 83 Provide infrastruciure and salety measures fo encourage aclive lransporlation o
schoals
Objeclive 84 Ensure thal public infrastructure near schaols is ADA compliant
Objective 85  Link City-owned public facliies wilh Disinct-owned public tacilies to creale a
network of Iinked public space
al teale post-secondary educational opporunities for residents

Objechve 81 Partner wilh local indusiry to 1denufy needed skill sets and provide training to fill those
pasitions

&= 200
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COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal

opportunities
Objective 2.1 Conduct a commercial needs analysis to identity missing businass types in the Cily.
Objective 22 Incenlivize needed businesses to mave to Petal
Objective 23 Incenlivize the crealton ol new businesses and encourage enlrepreneurship
Objective 24 Idenlily larget arens [or new commercial growlh both inside the City and in nalural

growth corndors

Goal 3: Encourage commercial reinvestrment in Downtown Petal

Cbjective 31  Parlner wilh lhe Pelal Chamber of Commerce 10 atlract businesses lo Downtown
Petal

Objecive 32 Adopl and enioree architeclural design slandards lof the Downlown area

Objectve 33 Promote hame ownership around lhe Downlawn area

Qojeclve 34 Translorm roads in the Cawnlown area into “Complete Streets

Objeclve 35  Seek apporluntties lor Public-Privale Parinerships wilh commercial entites in the

Downtown area

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal 4: Promote Petat as a partner in Industrial development for the region
Objeclive 4 1 Partner with ADP ta locale sutable induslrial developments in the City
Objeclive 4 2 Reserve land sullable lor indusinal developmenl Norih on Highway 11
Objeclive 4 3 Mantain posilive relalionships between Ihe Cily and current industnal employers and

work with said employers 1o plar for and meet fulure industrial needs

PARKS, OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION

Goal 5. Expand Pelal’s offering of parks and recreational spaces

Objectve 51 Idenlity areas al Pelal 1o be prolecied lram developmenl that are sulable for
recrealional opportunities
Objective 52 Explore opporiunities lo build smal!, neighborhcod-scale parks
Objective 53 Explore opporlunilies 1o expand park services into the eastern portions of lhe City
20]F e
Objective 92 Parlner with University ol Southern Mississippl to explore potental avenues lor

condueting continuing educatian courses in Pelal

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Goal 10 Provade effectivg acministration and o hinh lavel of service for the residents of
Petal

Objective 101 Periodically 2sscss all City administration facilitics to delerming if growth, expansion

or repairs are needed

Objective 10 2: Pericdically assess all City administration equipment |o deterrmine it improvements,
reparrs, or replacements are needed

Goal 11: Provide Patal with the biahes! qualily Police pratection possible,

Objective 11 1: Conduct a penodic assessment ol personnel and equipment within the Police
Department and (he need for additional manpower or equipment.

Objeclive 1.2 Increase officer manpower based on a proportional Increase of lhe City's population

Objeclive 113 Promole and encourage regular oflicer training and cerlifications

Objeclive 11.4  Explore opportunilies with city administration ta integrate the needs of a new slation

to caincide with the development of a new City Hall

Objeclive 115

Seek lederal, state and private granl funding for varnious Iraining, eguipment. or facility
needs. such as body cameras.

Objective 121 Conduct a penodic assessment of personnel and eguipment within the Fire
Department and the need lar additienal manpower or egquipment

Objective 122 Conlinue to Idenufy and improve response limes within each flire department

Qbjective 123 Idenlily available funding and grant opporuniles lor various emergency
management senvices, facililies, and improvements

Objeclive 124 Wark with Cily officials and olher funding saurces lo reptace Stalion #2

Objeclive 125 Conlinue lo improve and mawnlain a wgerous raining program for all firelighlers

Goal 13 Provide Petal with the highest gualily of Emergency Management

Objective 131 Continue to work wilh Forrest County EMA [0 continue lo make the community

resihent in the tace of disaster by identifying high sk areas for polenlial disaslers

Objective 133 Form cooperatve and callaboralive relalionships with developers anc property

owners lo lurther publicize developmenl concerns within lood zones
Objeclive 134 Work alengside the Fire Departmenl lo develop a safe room in Stalion #3

2|
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CHAPTER 4: EXISTING CONDITIONS AND Industrial Landg Use

CONSTRAINTS Industrial eslablishments tend to process, manutacture. store. or distribute goods {o olher businesses for laler
sale or use Industries do not usually prowide on-sile sale ol goods or services Industnal uses accaunt for

approwimiately 2 0% of the land area in lhe City and Ihe planning area  These uses are nearly all located in

Taking invenlory of all existing land uses and potential land censtrainis is an imporiant step in the planning close proximity to the Leal River and Highway 11 The indusinial uses within the Gity are moslly lound near the
pracess and directly relates ta the future development of Ine City ol Pelal. Further analysis ol this inventary wi Leal River and the railroad linc,

identify growth patterns and opportunities and constrainls which will lorm the basis for a lulure land use plan

tor the City. This chapter addresses the City of Pelal as well as a planning area culside the City. Public/Semni Public

Public and semi-public land uses make up a large porlion of land in the Cily of Petal Public and semi-public
land uses include govemment lacilities, schools and colteges, parks and recreation, churches and inshitutians,
cemetenes, private clubs, and utiities. These uses accounl 4 1% ol land area in the City. The City ol Pelal and
lhe Pelal School Disliicl account lor most of he publc/semi-public uses  Churches and cemetenes are
spread throughout the City and planning area

An inventory of land uses was gathered In June of 2017 The land use data was lhen enlered inlo a
Geographical Information Syslem {GIS) dalabase and assigned lo lhe appropriate parcel. Collecling data, in
Petal and the planning area, by parcel allows lurther analysis opportunilies to study tand use patlerns by
acreage and comparable percentages.

EXISTING LAND USE CATEGORIES AND INVENTORY Vacant Land Use

For this land use sludy, vacant land indicales any fanc lhat 1s undeveloped, or being used for agricullural
The exsting land uses are divided into residential, commercial, industnal, public & semi-pubhic, and vacanl purposes. 57 8% of City acreage falls into ihis vacant category Much of the vacant land lo the west of Ine City
calegories This survey not only delermines the land use in the Cily of Petal and Flanning Area, but 1t also is constrained by floodplains and lcodways, and vacanl land is alsa constrained sporadically by wetlands

aliows tor a detailed analysis ol the {and use distribution i both
4 Streets and Right-of-Way

Residential Land Use Streels and Righl-al-Way (ROW) accounls lor those corridors necessary lor transportation routes or ulility lines
The City of Petal and Planning Area I1s composed of three main lypes of residential uses single family, mult- Although in some inslances Ihere may be nolhing wisible on an easemenl, (ne property is sel aside for a
family, and manutactured homes specilic use Approximately 7.9% ol lhe City and 4.8% ol the planning area 1s ROW

Single-Family Residential dentifies parcels of any size that contain one detached residential unit

Manutactured or Mobile Home Residential identifics parcels ol any size |hal contein & residential unit
conslrucled or assembled off-site and lranspoarled Lo the site for placement as buill on-sile

Mult-Famity Residential identifies parcels ol any size thal conlan twa or more atiached residential units These
units can be 1n the form of duplexes, iriplexes. quadraplexes, or apartmenls

Single lamily homes are the most prevalent land use In the City and Planning Area, composing approximalely
26% of the City's lotal area. Manutactured homes are the second mos! prevalent type ol housing, composing
approxmalely 1% of Ihe City and planning area. Manufactured hemes are mare abundant in the planning area
and along Ihe cily innge. Mult-farmly are the least trequent residenlial type in the planning area, Only 0 5% of
Pclal is muiti-family residenlial

Approximately 73% ol he hames in Petal are accupied by lhe owner, typically, more owner-occupied housing
unils leads to more stable communities

Commercial Land Use

Commercial establishments are considered lo be those thal cperate pnvately, for proht, and prowide
merchandise or services This survey classilics commercial as eilher oflice commercial or general commercial
Examples include banks, reslaurants, medical offices, law ofices and insurance offices

Approximately 2 6% of Petal and 0.5% of Ihe planning area is composed ol commercial land uses
Commercial areas in the Cily are located mostly on Main, Central and Evelyn Gandy Parkway The commercial
land uses are more scatteted in the planning area and mostly concentraled alang maor horoughlares. A few

vacani parcels exis| along the main commercial corndors in Pelal and ofler apparturies lor commercial infill
development In |he lulure

2w
@ o @

Land Use

Single F armiy Hone
= pnufact,red s Mabile Home
£ M i Py
- Comnercist
9 Office Commeen
-ndune

Land Use
Bingle kamily Homio
B Manufoclured § Maie |lome
0 Ml Farmily
= Commercal
58 My Commues
-
T L . Dy,
- Covemments
Selioals and Edemin
Pk and Rt
i Ol PublS e Puble
=y oy
Municioalites
o P
L)% o Hattesou &
5 npronenen Plaens wza |

B Giser PublrSe Putle.

o Righicr-Wey

Munictpaliies

ity of Fatnt

EZICay ol Hatbenourg

L omprehensive Plawng area

e | V2P iy |Map 42 v 2040: Petal Forward
Exrsting Land Use o = Exisling Land Use City 2oom .
B G PO Campehonsiiel~ian RO Comprehensive Plan
= Pl AP T e
= < o e A 2%|Page == el -




Tabla 4.1 Existing Land Usa

City of Petal Planning Area Total
Land Use Category ArEs Percent Acres Percent Acres Percent
of Total of Total of Total
Residential 2.799.9 3,074.8 8. 5,874.8 12.9%]
Single Family] 2.702 6 2,6784 7.7%) 5.381.0 11.8%
Manufactured or Mobile Home| 478 1.2% 4424 1.0%|
MUt -Famil 49.5 0.0%) 514 0.1%}
General Commercial 1446 225 162.8 0.5%| 4074 a
Office Commercial 24.9 0.2% i 0.0% 249 0.1%
Vacant Commercial 111 0 1% . Q.07 11 0.0%:
urch/Cemetery] 1007 1 302 (B} 137.9 Q.
Governmental 230 02% 13 0 243 01!
Educationai 146.2 1.3% 15 a 147.7 03
Parks and Recreation| 1377 1.3%) 17.8 01% 1133 a,
Other| 334 03% 877 o34l 1211 0.3%|
Total City Acreage| 10,924.0 ] 34,7153 | | as.639.3]

Source: Slaughter & Associates Field Survey and Calculations
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area has a slope from five lo filleen percenl, and approximalely 25% of Pelal and the planning area has a
slope greater than litteen percent. These severe slopes are localed in an area of lhe City east of downlown (o
the sautheasl corner of the City. This means (hat In The future, severe slopes will increase Ihe cosls or may
prohibit new develapment in thase areas.

T00-Year Floodplains

The Federal Emergency Managemenl Agency (FEMA) releases digital ilood insurance raling maps (DFIRM)
lor (he Stale of Mississippi. The mep partrays the masl currenl mapping of llood potential areas in Pelal and
Ihe planning area

FEMA defnes a Aoagway o5 “Iho charnel of 3 rasr of olhor waldrcounse and the adiacknt iand areas thal
fmust be feterved in order fo dachige ihe Dase fiood wihou cumulaively increasing e walor suriace
ainanon Mo Than o desgratod hesght ™ Appmmmatsly §% af the City and 8% of tha plarmng area s withis
e fiocdway. inssie the oty and outsde of Ihe o2y, the Nloodwiy coneponts 1o the Leat Fwer, cosuring in
A magonal Y- ahana on i wiinim edge of he oty and hi western sactions of the plannneg ama

The floadplain is defined as any land susceptible to being mundated by flaod waters. The 100-yaar flaodglan
is the most common llood zone used for analysis purposes The 100-year floodplain arca has a 1% chance of
flocding mn amy green year Agproomaicly 14% of the Sy omo 10% of the plonning aroa (& witen (e 100-year
fleedplan. inside e city, the k i o' the Loal Aives The oodplsins nside
Ihe city are faund in wes! Patal newt 1o/ the Loat Beer and brancheng o the notheast, cantral Petal. running
soulhward. ard edsl Petal, running in a norlh-south pattern and an east-wesl pallern. In the planning area, lhe
lloodplain s weng the Leal River system ta the Wesl and parallels the location and the direction ol ihe
lloodplain areas inside (he city.

Tabie 4.2 Development Constraints

Total Acreage 45,639 3

Floodway 903.2 B27% 2,826 B1%" 37252 82%
100 vear floodplain 10238 9.4% 35300 102% 45538 100%

! Wettands s
Freshwaler Emergent Wetland oo nox 2 02% 772 0.2%
Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland mn7y 11% 29571 B5% 30788 6%
Freshwater Pond 623 5869 17% 6452 14%
Lake & RIV_E{IHE an 0 508.4 15% 508 4 11%
Sevmte Sloge

5%-15% Stope a3 41 23,0976 89% 35615 TR
Above 15% Slope L5710 0% 86426 245% 101657 223%

Source: Siaughter and Assodates Caltulations
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DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS AND RESTRICTIONS

In addttion lo exisling land uses. development constrants also allect [uture development. A number of
consirants are documenled and discussed within [his chapler in erder lo provide a Iruc picture of the
development patential of the vacant land

There are numerous conslraints thal may be of concern when discussing (he developmenl polential ol vacan!
land Not all consliraints have (he abilily ta be documented on a map ar discussed within Ihis plan Some
constrainls may be purely based on the effects of human preferences ar decision making For Ihe purpose ol
Ihis analysis. constraints fo development are divided into locational constrants and environmental consiraints
It is important 1o nofe lhal not all consiramts are negative, they may be restrictive but have a pasilive or
beneficial bulcome. The canslrainis discussed on the following pages aliect growlh withmn and outside of the
City of Pelal; they also sel paramelers lor identifying a comprehensive planning area and delermining fulure
land use

Location Constraints

Location conslraints consisl of arcas of the City or unincorporaled areas that may have certain rules or
regulalions impacling lulure developmenl such as Federal or Slale lands, Indian Reservations or Hislonc
Oistricts. The City of Petal and il plaining rea do not have such location constraints

Environmental Constraints

Envirenmental conslrants represen! specilic land qualities Ihat aflect lulure bullding such as llood zones,
steep slopes. wetlands, and soil suitabitty lor sewage disposal These constraints will be discussed In detail
on the following pages atong with maps displaying each canslraint

Sephc Tank Sulabily

Petal and the planning area as a whole primarily consist of soil types where the use of seplic tank absorption
hields 15 very imiled or somewhal limiled. The soil survey produced by NRCS (Nalural Resources Conservalion
Service) rates esch soil lype based on certain characlerislics that are needed for adequale performance ol
alternalive sewage disposal syslems. Some lmitations may be overcome but can be coslly. County Health
Deparlmenis are typically the eniltes thal inspecl and regulale the conslruclion of abserptian hields. However,
the besl way to regulale sewage disposal is through a cenlralized sewer syslem and a requirement to connect
lo municipal sewer service. The limited nalure ol the soil in Pelal should make cannecling every sewage
producing entily in the cily to the sewer sysiem a lop prionly. Also, when development eccurs alang the city
fnnge or wathin a known growth area of the city, connection to sewer service should be frandalory.

Wellands
Themuds:nlmF#‘wmrzﬁcummawmmwdﬂmlmmm
THe Chy € Petil s nut sgmticanily impasiod by wetlunds Abcul 8-12% of the Cily lind plamning wos s
classified i wellande. Mont of the wetlanos o the Clty ana ctanmng wran @ hourd along of the banks of the
Leal R, . Girten Cronie, W Crook, Jakes Crogi. Penn Branch, Lots Crook. Reese Creok,
Thormas Cregs, Branch Brarch, Chatts Branch. Thira Crees. Dry Prang. Soggy Sanch,
and Caors Cromx Frosiwator Foresipe/Shinib Wollands make ug the majonty of wetlands in the City and
planning orea.

Severs Slopss

Detiring wevene sloped cisn viry dependiog o I comemumty nd locaton. For Patal und the Planning Ansa,
severo slopes Nt boon definpd s slopos abowa itesn percent, This 1s baged on the sod category break
derwts by NRCE. The not e enact slope te woen wih qualfies that

=
produce specihc slopo range. Greater efiectve slope leads 1o lugher coste 16r develooment sna for soma
projects these costs may be prohibilive. The map shows Ihat approximately 8-9% of Petal and the planning
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CHAPTER 5: FUTURE LAND USE PLAN

In order to comply with Mississippi enabling legislation, the ulure land use plan musl designate in map or
palicy lorm the propesed general distribution and exlent of propesed land uses The future land use plan
serves two purposes Firs(, it provides lor Ihe general physical locabion al expecled future development The
second purpose Is to creale order among the exisling land uses

In preparing a Future Land Use Plan, a necessary and respansible step is that of considering enviranmentally
sensilive areas Some may see these areas as worthy of some degree of preservation, while other may see
them as a constrainl to developmenl Through the use ol good design techniques, some of these
enviranmentally restricted areas may be developed while preserving the sensttive nature of the areas at the
same time The exisling land use chapler lalks in detail about specific conslraints which assisted in the
preparalion of this future land use plan

This section establishes palicies that will shape how and where future development accurs These policies
cannol prevent all negalive things or incompatible uses irom happening, but hopefully, (hey will introduce
some control and guide luture decisicns This section, along with the entire Comprehensive Plan. can promate
these ideals cven lurther. This chapler locuses on the ieal location for certain land uses, the ideal mixture of
land uses. and Ihe ideal intensity of land uses by translaling portions of the previous chapler intc map form

There are some general guiding statermenls that should be presented regarding some types of future land use
no matter where il is Jocaled in Patal
< Intense development of any type in the planning area needs Genlral water and sewer and an adequale
lransporlation systerm,
% Any new development inside the cily imits should be required to connect Lo city waler and sewer
4 Al parcels should have lrontage on a public road

There are a number of potenlially undesirable or “obnoxious neighbor” iand uses that need to be addressed
by specific policies that define and contral these uses. Some of these uses overburden the city resources such
as heavy-haul lrucking, and other uses Inconvenience adjacenl neighbors or cause potentially hazardous
conditians, such as junkyards, gravel pits, or concrele plants. When aclivities on one property “spillover” and
cause a burden and danger lo adjacenl property owners, then the government is aulhorized and required to
regulate il This is not ‘laking away" property nghts, it is requinng accounlability lor land use activities For
example, defining a junkyard as a place with 10 or more cars Ihat are inoperable and requiring such places o
build a fence and keep the property mowed if there are residences within S0 leet of the junkyard property, or
jurk cars, 1s protecting the salety and weltare of the ctizens Pelal must identify potentially hazardovs land
uses and use regulalions and code (o miligale polential harms 1o Ihe community.
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FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES

The Fulure Land Use Map illuslrates dilterent land use calegones These Calegories are color-coded
according o the map legend and as represented by 1he descriplions below

The Petal Future Land Use Plan categornizes land uses in the following manner:

Agriculturat

Low Density Residenlial
Moderate Density Residenhal
Medium Density Residenual
High Density Residential
Neighborhood Commercial
Community Commercial
Highway Commerciat

9 Cenval Business Districl

10 Light Indusinal

11 Heavy Industrial

12 Public/Semi Public

13 Parks

[ R N A

Below are specific delinilions of Ihe land use designalions irom Maps 5 | and § 2

Agricyltural

This iand use category depicls areas that are expecled lo remain pf lly agricultural ar ur
with no signilicant concentrations of residenlial, commercial, Industrial or other development, haugh these
uses may and do exist

Low Density Residential
This category Is for areas of pnimarily single-lamily detached residences. These areas are generally large lol
residences and subdivisions.

Moderate Density Residential
This category s tor areas ol pnmarily single-family delached residence al a higher densily than Low Density
Residential Generally, these arcas should be located closer to the cenler of the City

Medium Density Residential

This calegory Is for areas of very dense delached single-tamily residences, allached single-lamily residences
({lownhouses), and duplexes, bul nol myll--family apartments These areas should be located near the center
ol the City

High Density Residential
This category is lor muit-family apartment complexes These should only be located in areas wilh adequale
transparlation infrastructure

Neighbarhood Commercial

These are areas of limited retai and ollice commercial thaf are silualed inside of established neighborhaods
Commercial enterprises in these areas should not generate traffic substantially higher han what a residential
neighborhaod would normally experience The target consumer lor Ihese businesses should Iive relatively
close to the business
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Community Commercial

These are areas of general relail and office commercial uses that serve the entire Petal community Because
of the higher amounl of fraftic generated, these areas should be located on or |us! ofl ol anlerial and collectar
roads or in the Downlown

Highway Commercial

These are for areas of commercial development Ihat. by herr nalure. require access lo major lransporlalion
intrastruciure. These uses can be hrgh inlensily commercial such as big box slores o they can serve highway
Iravelers such as truck slops and hotels

Central Business District
The Cenlral Business District 1s ideally the City's commercial cenler This area has a mix of oflices and retait
uses and polenually has secand-story residences This area should be localed in close proximity to Cily Hall

ial

areas shouid nol emit obnoxious odors, sounds o vibrations

Heavy Industtial

These areas are lor warehousing and manulactuning uses that emit loud noises. offensive oders or 1hat have
vibralions fell off the manufactunng site These uses could also require large amounts ol waler Ihat necessitale
additional infrasiruclure These areas should be located close to or on major ransporlalion comdors and, if
possihle. railroads

Public/Semi Public
These areas indicate targe public lacillies, such as schools, that are not likely to cease existing In Ihe
foreseeable Juture

Park
These areas are reserved lor eslablished parks and recreational facililies

PROFPOSED ANNEXATION AREAS

In an effart to expand the existing cily limils, the City of Petal has completed the appropriate studies and
is currently in the process of annexing five (5) areas. These prap areas are esli to
add 375 peaple 10 Petal's population, increase the city’s land area by & square miles, and bring in an
additional 154 dwelling unils and 33 businesses within Ihe carporate limits

The specilic Proposed Annexation Areas are outlined on Map 5 3
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CHAPTER 6: TRANSPORTATION PLAN

T ) ks an " ol the P 1sive plerreng  provess bocsuse futurg
Gevelopman|, ecorarmie growih, and oualdy ol e are all lied (o and influenzed by the bansportEbon GyRlem.
Tha tramégsistialion systarm ko fhe Oty of Fess consists primanly of vehicula systeens, bul ral. pedesirian and
cycling all have infiuence

The mzn transpoation cottider ltr Putal i the Evetyn Gandy Parkway (MS Highwey 42) which connecls Patal
16 UG Fighway 11 and Inferstate 53 as wel as sening B3 the min connechon betwaen Downipan Pelal ard
Sagt Pesal avound the High Schoal. Centr Ave. and Main 51, seve s prmary colieclors for Bowntown Potal
and connect Petal to Haltiesburg (direclly an Main and by way of US 11 on Cenlral) Generally, the streets in
Petal are orienled North-South with a few exceplions In the eastern subdwisions and some of Ihe alder
conneclors

TRAFFIC COUNTS

i D 1t of Trar 1 (MDOT) conducts traffic counts along varous roads at vanous paint
across the entire State These caunts are conducled generally every three years and in between years are
estimated. From these counts MDOT camputes an Annual Average Daily Tratfic (AADT) count and he AADT
1s used lo help classily roads within the transportation netwark. Map 6.1 shows the focation of where traffic
counts were taken in Petal and the Planning area. Green points show where traffic counts have Increased in
the last tive years, yellow shows no change and red shows decreasing traffic counts A detailed traffic counls
\able can be tound in Table 6 1

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION

A lunclionat classification s a method used to group streets and roadways into categories based on the level
ol warsporason senvce they provide. The assumption betund funclional classification (s that indnsdual

canty traffic ir but i work tagether to lorm a network of traftic flow. It is this
overall network thal helps assign classifications to roadways based on the porlion of road used for the netwark
tralhc flow

Lopme

3 5vapsaid Annmvanin At Transporlation planners use three main classifications when delermining the level of {ratfic on roadways"

anerial, collector, and Iocal. These have sub (major and rminor) as well
depending on the conditions and trinaganation netwarks within & city or county. The Hattiesburg-Petal-
Forrest-Lamar Metropolitan Flanning Qrarzution (HPFL-MPO) designates functional classifications i their
long-range Metropolitan Transportation Plan (LRTP) Map 6 2 shows esch of the roads in Potal and the
Planning area and their functional classilicalion

ity of Hatumourg
B Comprahencive Planning aren | |

Y 20/ .
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CURRENT ROAD CONDITIONS
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In August of 2017, Shows, Dearman & Waits, Inc , prepared a city-wice pavement survey repart for the City of
Petal which provided a comprehensive analysis of the City's road network  The report stated that the average
condition of roads in the City 1s lair. |t alsa indicated thal, in order 1o maintain its current road health, the City
will need (o expend approximately $800,000 lo $900,000 per year through a variety of rehabilitation options to
mainlan the current average pavement condition index values. Recommendations included in the report
include (he utilizalion nl allernalive maintenance and repar meihod. developmenl ol A comprehensive road
management progras, and lurlher surveying of the road network (nto the future
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TRANSPORATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Short-lerm - in the next year or sooner
1 Work with MDOT lo retime the light al Gandy and Richton Road. There have been multiple acoidents

Ihere in a shorl period of ime Inlersection of Major (Gandy) and Minor (Richton) Artenals Gandy
AADT --16000, OId Richion AADT - 5000

2 Reslripe lhe tum tane al North Main Streel and 1" Avenue. The lane currently ends before 1% bul
northbound trallic sl uses it as a lurn lane Oncoming soulhbound lraffic enters the lane (ao early
for tuming at East 1" The striping is conlusing and Ihe final ~200 feet should be dedicated Lo a lefi
lurmn lanc lor northbound traflic Interseclion of Major Gonnector and Major Cennector Norih Main
AADT - 5300, West 1" AADT -:2100

3 The control bux at Cenlral and Old Richton needs to be replaced for about $18,000 Traffic can gel
caught at Old Richtan or i the parking lot of Ward's because Ihe control box no longer recognizes
Iralfic coming from Ihose direclions. This leads 1o a situation where drivers can't legally make 1urns
across traflic lor exlended periads of ime  inlersection of Minor Arterial and Minar Arterial Central
Ave. AADT 8200, Old Richlon AAQT —3700

Medium-term - 5 years/CIP budget hotizon

4 Betler sireet ighling 1s needed af the miersection of Cenlral and Main. There I1s currenliy only one
hight al the intersection at the Northwest camer As Ihis inlersechion Is going to be near Ihe heart of
the planned downtown revitalization, and because there aren'l any residences near lhe inlerseclian,
the City shouild really ight up the intersection. This may require working with Mississipp! Power to
run an electrical hine to the intersection Inlersection of Minor Artenal and Minor Artertal Central Ave
AADT ~8200, South Main AADT - 9400

& Hemnglon Road north ol Panther Sladium Drive needs lo be Ihree-laned to accommodate pick-up
and drop-off Iraffic. n Iront af Petal Prmary Schoal Close work with the Schoal district wall nlarm the
best course of action In reworking the road Local road Ne AADT.

6 Anaccess road la lhe City Park on the narlh side cennecling lo Central Ave should be conslrucled

lo facihlate traffic flows into and oul of the Park The newly expanded Park and the crealion of the
Athletics deparlmenl will increase usage at City Park- An additional parking lat on the rorth side o
Ihe Park with a new access point will help the community betler ulihze this assel Care must be to
ensure a safe inlersection wilh Central Minor Arlerial (Central). Central Ave AADT -.7700

7 Thenterseclion of Byrd Parkway, Tyner Rd, and Easlbrock Dr needs adjusiment Tyner and
Eastbrook are nol quite direclly across from each other and Ihe lane sinping mtenl is not always

2040 Petal Forward clear, leading to confusion at lhe intersection The solution to correct this may be as simple as

Comprehensive P/an reslnping, or may be more complicated such as realignment or the addition of a stoplight Local

i roads No AADT

8  Theinlerseclion of Smilhville 2t Connth 1s dangerous and needs to be re-worked Smithlield
intersects Connlh at a narrow angle at a relatively steep incline making visibihty to the east almost
nonexistent: A realignment of Smithville 1o exit perpondicular to Corinth across from Trystan Drive
should be considered as a solution Local roads No AADT

9 The inlersechion ol Hillcrest and Callins 1s a confusing miersection with inlersectons of James and
Hillcrest and Pecan Terrace and Collins in the immediale vicinity Realignments of multiple roads
may need 1o occur lo rechfy Ihis interseclion. Major Colleclor (Hillcresl), local roads, Hillcrast AADT
--2200

®

inlerstate
Major Arterial

Minor Arterral

43|Page

10 Hilcrest between Ogilsvie and Boxlel Is falling off onlo Ihe sige This porlion of the road is located
near Mathews Branch Creek, making it more susceplible ta erosion and wear. An engineering slucy
can determine Il this section may need new subgrades, or it may |usl need repaving Major
Conneclor. AADT ~2200

Long-term - 10 vears

11 Old Corinth Road will need ta be realigned over ime [I's currenl infersechions with Cenlral Aveniie
are non-ideal and Lhe seclion thal parallels Gandy will need to be slraighlened. This will become
more imperlant as lhe Gandy conlinues to develop commercially Lo allow for additonal means of
access |o those businesses Local Road Na AADT
Evelyn Gandy Parkway acts as a barrier to crossing pedesinan and bicycle Iratfic In general the
City should be looking to make pedeslrian improvements along all parts of lhe Gandy, but
especially so around the High School, There are several subdivisions in close proximity (o he High
Schoal and Ihe addition of Irallic calming meastres and pedesinan Improvements near the High
Schaol will encourage pedestrian commuling to lhe schaol. As wilh all pedestrian improverments
special consideralion should be given 1o Ihose wilh disabildies and ADA compliance is absolulely
necessary
Petal1s not yel large enough lo support a public transit syslem of ils own However, Hathesburg
daes have a transit syslem. Hub City Transil. that serves a large portion of Halliesburg An inlerlocal
agreement wilh Hatliesburg could be reached lo provide transil service (rom downtown Pelal to
downtown Hattiesburg From there riders could conncecl lo other parts of Halticsburg As Pelal
confinues o grow, a transil system of its own may be considered

s
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WORKER FLOWS

The Census Bureau collects data on “LEHD Ongin-Oestination Employment Slalistics” (LODES), {aka where
workers hve and where they work ) The Census Bureau also runs a program called On the Map Lhal displays
much of the data lhat the Bureau callects including LODES Below Is a visualization of the warker flows for
Petal, prepared wilh the On the Map lool

Flgure 6.1 Petal's Worker Flows

[nfow/OutHaow Counts of Primary Johs for Selection Arew in 20156
All Workers

Infow/Outilow Counts of Primary Jobs for Sclection Area in 2015

Al Workies —— .
Warker Totals and Flowa
Enuploved In the Selection Ares
Esuplayed in the Selection Area but Liviag Outeide 5540 11
Enployerd and Living in the Seloction Aren i o

Living 1n the Selection Arvn
Flviz in th Solertlon Arse hut Eraplayed Outside
Living; mid Employed b the Selectlon Area

Sour # JS Gensus Bure i OFTheMan pob: ulion
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CHAPTER 7: COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN

Community lacilitivs are locations and services provided by local governmicnts and sorne privale enlerprises
Examples include public schagls, lbraries, parks cemelenes. waler and sewer services, lrash disposal, fire
statiens and fire prolection, ambulance services, police prolection, and courl syslems This chapler fays out
a brief inventory and analysis of the exsting community faciiles in Pelal This chapler can also be used lo
laciltate Ihe development ol lulure capital improvements.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

The City of Pelal's governmenlal and administralion senaces, inclucing the Mayor's office and Ihe Deparlmenl
ol Finance and Administralion. operale aul of Cily Hall localed at 119 W 8" Avenue While the curren! (acilily
is adeguately serving the needs ol lhe adminisiralive employees, as well as the vitizens ol Pelal, the City
should look lo replace and relocale Cily Hall within [he nexl 10-15 years it a new adminisiralive lacihly (City
Hall) should be conslrucled, the City would also benehl by designating space lor Police and Fire
administralion Downtown would be a prime localion lor a new City Hall

POLICE DEFARTMENT

The Petal Police Deparimenl localed al 127 Wes! 8" Avenue, 1s served by 26 sworn allicers  The slandard
measure lor police prolection in number of officers per 1000 population. Petal has approximately 2 4 officers
per 1000 populalion, lower than Ihe Slale average ol 3,8 and lower lhan the 3 7 FBI nalional average lor cilies
under 10,000 populdhion. It would fake an additicnal 11 swarn officers ta be above lhe national average and
at the Slate average. Population s nol the only influence on the demand lor police olficers. Pelal s spread out
over a relatively wide area lar its population and addilional oflicers may be necessary as ihe City s populatian
conlinues to expand

The Petal Palice Deparlment is running oul of room at its currenl sialion. With city olficials looking lo relocate
and butld a new City Hall in the next 10-15 years, hey should consider inlegrating a new police slalion inlo the
plans for (he new City Hall building. As the city continues to expand, and populalion conlinues to grow, the
Cily ol Petal Police Department may also wanl to explore opperiunities for adding additional substations on
lhe easl side af lown

The Pelal Police Departmenl shoulc continually strive (o Increase ils to provide law

services and lo lighl crime in the community. These increased capabilities include he upgrading and addlllon
ol law enforcement equipment such as body cameras. mainlaining a high level of lraining and cerliication fot
Ihc officers. and expanding the police lorce as needed The City should manilor criminal aclivily and trallic
loads within the City and adjusl the size of (he police force as necessary. In addilion lo providing high quality
polict services, the City of Petal should strive to maintain a positive public perceplion with regard o the safety
ol the community

FIRE DEPARTMENT

The City ol Petal operales 2 prafessianal fire departmenl oul of three fire slations. Stalion One (John E
Anderson Fire Station #1) is the main office, and is located at 102 Farchid Drive, north of Mississippl Highway
42 (Evelyn Gandy Parkway) and south ol Old Richton Road  Station Twao, localed al (09 West Eighlh Avenue
1s wesl of Sauth Main Sireel and near Cily Hall. Stalion Three localed al 1187 Mississipp Highway 42 15, on
the north side of MS Highway 42, easl of Panther Stadium Drive. and near Petal High School (See Map 7.1)
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Of thie 3,040 b locatedt wside city limils, aboul B3% of (nowt workers cormmute nlo He City, and of Ine 4,013
penpie empioyed g maide City Iimits, aboul 87% leave fhe Ciy 1z R0 10 wark Besause of this, particular
allartion nends ' be ped Lo the pnmary entrances and it irom fhe Ciy as most peogle are enlening of
leaving Petal for work

Non-Motorized Transportation

Pegoutrion snd Bieyele syitemi are Becoming ol grasior inleresl o citics of wl wires ground the State. Potai is
6 meERpnEn and S0l contmun $0 templ la Snd ihe nghl balansit between autornotules and olhe lerms
af frunstoation Thi cuient sysitom m bl (or mitonized trallic and edves wery it room foe accomnigdating
ather forms of lransporlalion

Petal should evaluate the condiion ot Il non-molorized circulalion system (bike lanes and sidewalks)
especially those Lhat are close lo schools. This evaluation would consist of an inventary and condiion analysis
of Ihe currenl sidewalk systemn and an invenlory of roads Ihat could possibly accommodate new bike lanes.
This process would reveal target areas lor improvemenls ta the pedestnan friendly faciliies. For upgrades ta
sidewalks. it 1s importan! (o separate pedestnans from matorized traffic as much as possible

Funmng epronuniles, such as geants from MDOT, ate-mvallisle and the Cry shauld be scive In seesing aul
new grant lunding for Ine improvemient o the non-matodaed transportalion nitwor. Butter mobility networks
tend o spur new development and femvestiient. wheh would greally spact the Downtewn area Funcng
oppantunilies exis! at the Stale and Federal levels, as well as through privale arganizalions

48|

Mississippt Slete Raling Bureau (MSRB) 1s a non-prefit carporalion thal has leadership and membership
compnised of the Insurance companies that write fire protection policies MSAB provides services related to
Ihe grading of public ire protection and services in conneclion o Insurance rates in the Slale of MissISSIPpI
MSRE has recently given lhe City of Pelal a Class 4 fire rating The inspeclion syslem is based on a pont
schedule with credil given In several calegones related lo lire fighting and pratecting property from fire
damage These calegones include the age of fircfighting equipment, the quanlity of waler availabic to light
fires, the average number of firefighlers responding per call, and the distance the firefighting equipment must
Iravel In order |0 reach a fre (run dislance)

The City of Petal's Fire Deparlment's lrucks are currently in good working order. however, the department and
city atheials should continually assess the adeguacy ol lrefighling equipment and develop a program o
replace that which as aged beyond (ts uselul lile

Waler supply 1s a major parl of lhe City's firelighling capabilities: The fire department should work wilh Petal
Waler and Sewer Company to identify areas thal are n neec ol lire hydranls and waler pressure Improvements
The City should alsa take preemptive measures in city ordinances, such as improving subdivisicn regulations
ta ensure Lhat as new development occurs, developers make the necessary Improvements to maintain a high
fevel of lire protection. Since needs change and evolve over ime, the city's agdministration should routinely
meel wilh and discuss lhe needs ol bolh personnel and equipment lor Ihe lunctional fulure ol the Pelal Fire
Department

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Emergency management services are currently under lhe direclion of the Forresl County Emergency
Management Agency While this s nat a City department, it does provide vital services ta the Cily and in |he
evenl of disaster would be the de faclo leader in organizing the initial response: As such, 115 vilal Ihat the City
conlinue to work closely wilh County EMA lo plan and prepare Ihe City for disasler and to buiid resliency lo
mitigate disaster when il stikes. The City currently conlribules funds Lo Ihe EMA budget

ANIMAL SHELTER o N

The Cily of Pelal does not operate an animal sheller, inslead, the City uses Hub Cily Humane Sociely as s
sheller at a cosl ol $30 478 per year. The City should continue lo budget lunds towards the maintenance and
upkeep ol Ihe Hub Cily Humane Society sheller and polentially lock al adding a part time position to help with
upkeep Il the City wishes 10 conlnue using a non-profit's tacility, at a mimmum  a City oficial should be one
ol the members of the non-profit's board of drectors

PARKS AND RECREATION

Petal Parks and f Dep: s tor a wide range of recreational and cullural
opporiunities in (he City including competlllve sports and community laciities. Currently (he Cily has six parks,
and a senior cilizen center that provide a wide range of recreation opporiunities to the cammunily, including
walking trails. dog trails a skale park, baseball lields. softball lields, playgrounds, and many more. (See Map
72

The Parks and Recreation Department hosts many even!s throughoul the year In partnerships with local sporls

associalions. The Pelal Baseball Association and lhe Pelal Dixie Girls Association work alangside Lhe Gity of
Petal 1o hast leagues for boys and grrls (n the spring and fall, the Pelal Youth Sports Assacialion oversees the
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PeeWee Football and Cheerleading and Basketball actvities, and the Petal Farmily YMCA hosts (he youth
soccer leagues

Youlh sporis is & $9 hillion per year indusiry thal Petal has begun lo lap inlo, however, there is always room lo
improve on the curent recrealion amenities |hat are offered lo Ihe citizens of the City Minor steps such as
expanding parking oplions, crealing a splash pad, building handicap accessible parks/equipment, installing
more lighling as secunty precaulions for exisling (aciles, and adding sidewalks for beller connectivily are
opportunities that the City of Petal, and the Parks and Recrealion Deparlment shoutd explore to better the
quallty of life far s currenl cilizens and fulure generalions o come

PUBLIC UTILITIES

Like all cilies, Pelal 1s tasked wilh providing adequale public ulility service to its cilizens, While the infrastruciure
1o provide those servced is nol theap, ff is constantty m nooa of repar ang manionanca 1o mandain poper
tinchian.  Tha City ¢f Patal shnld take stens contistie aflerng n agh bevel of nerige 1o 2e citpens by
prityally Beslnng i all iS5 and unge AnCHne replacen whin nacessary

Electric

Electricity is provided lo Petal through Mississippi Power Company and Dixie Electric Power Association. The
City should continue lo work with Mississippi Power and Dixie Elecine EPA lo maintain the electnical gnd in the
City and lo provide a high level of electrical service lo its residents.

Gas

Nalural Gas service is provided ta the City by Reliant Energy Resources Corporalion,  The gas system s In
good shape and no majer repairs or improvements are anticipated over (he life af this plan. The City should
continue to suppon and anlicipate the (uture needs of Relian| Energy and expansion of the gas system

Waler (Map 7.3
Water service is provided lo lhe City by Pelal Waler and Sewer Company, Easlabutchie Ulility Association,
Tuikity i and S Hibty Ass Currently, the watoe needs fot the City iie bang
mid, but sciditonal growtn i the Cay, eithge pogulition o mdustial, wi riquite an ncreasmed water capacity
Petal in completely surmoundnd by el wan I thore & any’ sigtili In theso
uroun. thoue wades essiocalions will Be hard plessed bo e up with domand. Thie City shoule considor
Syt whal il weedd enst 1o acquire And iIMpreve senice M Ihess pars af 1R walts 2SS3GAS0N Civerana
it e risde the City lemits. Municipad waler shoud be 4 moe rolsble senvice s well 48 hoking win fre
coverage.

Addtionally, much of the City's waler system (s aging and al the end of ils service Me. A recent study
comgleled by Shows, Dearman, & Waits, Inc. estimaled thal Pelal should be prapared lo replace
approximalely 185,000 Iinear hoe! of waler . With this cost 1o latal roughly $13 million,
the City of Petal should immediatefy begin budgeling lor Ihe repair and replacement ol Ihis infrastructure,

Over Ihe time frame of this Plan, the elevated slorage lanks will also need to be serviced and repainted

Sewer (Map 7.4

St service s priradid to the Gy by tha Petal Water and Sewor Company, Much il the water system. he

stwer sysiom in Potal is rapicly aging and i bkely in neca of mayor feoairs. A recont study eompiolod by

Snows. Dearman, & Waly, Inc. estimited that the Cy of Petal awns apgecumately 40,000 s fost of

saﬂlluqrlwmm-mllmm.um-mmwuwﬂﬂwmmurwemqu

mumcentble 40 esacks ks anr lenie Wit a0 estmated cost of $6.6 mion o rapkace I agng
Thiz City shouk Y Bogin budgubng tor thi up g CRDUnIe
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Cgtrersly. the majority of industnal development is lacated in close proximity to the Leal Rfvist Aind Hwy 11 with
maore lange-acaly ndustrial dessinpments located across Lhe Leal River in the Halliesku#g-Forrest County
Inchuntrial Park

Ko ax the “Frgadly Cdy,” Petal, and the Patsl Armn Cramber of Commaren wore clonsly with A
Developmant Parinership fa improws the cuslity &f My lor clhrons wibin Petal, and Fomeal County. Ta atay
compesiive in e Inguringl Devalopmien! reoim, Polal should continue 1e Bald on (hess retationshioes and
i o gl o work towirids develog thes ow mdunirll gk (00-300 soica] in en effort tu wihact
businesses and induslnes lo lhe City of Pelal

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Petal School District (Map 7.5)

Tre Pated School Disttie! m macde up of a 1ot of § schoots: Priad Pamary (grades K - 7). Pl Ebrantany
[grhaes 3+ 4), Petsl Upoot Elomontiry (graoct 5-6), Polsl Meddin (gradus 7-81 snd Petyl High Schood (grudes
212 Trn dsine: connmts ol apprommalely 4,000 shidents anrunly and an seumaled 550
employees making the Petal School Dislrict the City's largest emplayer. Each school offers superior academic
instruchion as well as arl, muse. physical educalion, and lechnology classes. Students at Pelal Middle School
and Pelal High School have numerous academic courses and eleclives available lo enhance their educational
expenence,

Recognizng the imporlance ol long-range planning, school district personnel, with he involverment of
community mefritets, designed and implemented two cycles of sirategic planning 1 gusde the district through
(he past fileen yisara. Community members and school districl personnel meet anruatly ig revise and update
the plar to keep It currenl and applicable Because of their vision and ihe combined efforts of Ihe entire Petal
community, the Petal School District has been able to achieve remarkable results in recent years, such as
being ranked the Number | Disirict in the State for the 2016-2017 Schocl Year by the Mississippt Department
of Education. The Petal School Disinct was one of only 15 districls awarded with an A raling by the State ot
Mississippi

Gty Governmeni musl continue o work wir Petal Schodl Distiets to maintain tha nigh-gualty education that
the Dutlect prowdes. Due 1o the success of e school ditiich, and the grawng cemand ol students, the ity
of Ptal tholin plan o tisld 2 rew slemantany school wihin (e aeat S-10 yeam. Menlarng and ¢

Ihe spabial and transportalion needs of the Distrct will allow the schooals o conlinue Lo provide a high level ol
educalional service lo Ihe community.

University of Southern Mississjppi

Petal has a wonderlul resaurce in lhe University of Southern Mississippt {USM) USM is located across the
river in Hatliesburg and has a total enroliment of aboul 14,550 students Many of these sludenls bolh work
and do business in Pelal, contributing to Ihe local economy. Alter gradualion, these studenis become
members of the local and regicnal workforce

Camp Shelby, the larges! Army Nalional Guard reserve and training site n the nation, is located just 14 miles
souin of Petal, m:owmmmwm.ﬁwmmmmmymmww
and wormen, velerans, and (hes Tarmikes, USM 4 wiobaa n the ¥ by taking a
special inliros! 0 Boive service men and wamen. velerans, and thow famies. USM'S Center 1o Milaary
Visterarn, Servca Mimbers and Familes otens scholasshi rams 1o moet the post eean
o the mambers of aur anmid forces. Thes grogram o an efion fuly ad i g el and thee
farryly memitiges in ther search for homes, (o6, ana edutalion, whieh i fum will benedt e Sy of Potal

For Petal's continued growih, it is wital Ihat he City should ling ways 1o grow its parinerships wilh USM, and lo
conlinue 1o provide greal educational service ta Ihe communily

®
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STREETS DEPARTMENT

Much of the work of Ihe Streels Department is focused on daily maintenance of Ihe 140 miles of streets wilhin
the city hmils. This mainlenance includes patching polholes and cuts in Lhe roads where ulility repairs are
made, On lop of maintaining the sireets, lhe depariment is also responsible for clipping limbs, mowng
downtown areas and roadways, cleaning slorm drains and roadside drainage ditches, inslaling and replacing
streel signs, mamnlaining sireet lights, and mainiaining city bulldings.

Shows, Dearman, and Wails, Inc has completed an Existing Road Network Pavement Cendition Index Study
for the City ol Petal. Within this sludy, all of Ine City sireets were categorized and rated as cre of lhe tollowing:
Good. Salistactory, Fair, Poor. Very Poer, Serious, or Failed. The "Failed” roads include Albert St , Dixie Ave .
Herrod St. McKinnon St., Morrow Dr., Old Connth Rd.. and Smithville Rd A slreet mainlenance plan should
be developed la address all of the Cily sireets, slarting with the roads Ihal are in need of immediale reparr

The Streets Department 15 well equipped and wetl-stalled, The City should continue to monttor the needs of
Ihe Slreels Deparlmenl and provide addiicnat slaff and equipment when needed. The hinng of
seasonalfternporary staff should be studied as a way lo ease workload

BUILDING DEPARTMENT/CODE ENFORCEMENT
Mary, goversmanial raNpanstaties. ol gnded (he. guidanc of I Patal Bidlding Depanmen, incldeg
building indpoction and pomis, code enfiorcemend, planieg cosrrmason. lind cleetical and
boargs. Ag tho e such and wanod il . erviuring thit the depaiment is
running smaolhly 1s of ulmosl imporiance (o the Cily. The Deparlment’s equipment is n good shape and (s
quickly replaced when necessary. The Cily should continue lo keep lhe Deparimenl well equipped.

Petal has many land use regulations on lhe books. The Code of Crdinances was published by Municode and
codified on December 20, 2016 Municode updales the Code of Ordinances on a quarterly basis. The lasl
uUpdaled was June 28, 2018. Included wiltin the Cily's Code of Ordinances Is i Zoning Ordinance (including
signardinance), Subdivision Regutations, Design Guidelines, and Flood Damage Prevention Ordinances. The
City of Petal adheres to the International Building Code (2015) which includes Fire, Meharsal, Plumbing, and
Residential codes, and is also regulaled by the 2014 International Electnc Code. Hawng these ordmances
and codes In place allows (he Bullding Department lo ensure that residences and businesses in Pelal remain
safely habitable and that new conslruction is safe, will retain its value and will not be a burden to City to
maintain in lhe near fulure.

The Gty should lock to canlinue lo keep its slandard codes up-lo-date and adopl new ordinances to gwe the
Bullging Depariment better tools Io address new challenges suth as Mobile Food Trucks and Air BnB short
lerm home renlats

As Pew orginercis atc updalcd and passcd, an increased burden will be placed on the Building Department
for enforcumunt. Hinng a hdl-Ure code enforcement clficer would relieve this burden and free up resources

10 L Buileiing Doparimant

INDUSTRY

Industrial uses account for approximately | 2% of the land area in the Cily and the ptanning aren. This
devidapeient is mainly driven by the Pelal Area Chamber of Commerce.
52| P O

HOUSING

Pelal's housing slock Is generally in good shape Dilapidated and unsafe struciures are condemned as
appropnaie by the Buldng | Much of the cutrert challenge 1o Pelsl % In deabng with poory
mamianed rental propenion. With sueh a large parcentage of he howting unite bisng rentsl unds (nearty
thieg), making sure these proneres are sate and fvabie is of uimost o Pats's of Gromin
and wellbeing as a community. As staled belore, Ihe adoption and sinct enlorcement of a minimum rental
standards ordinance will go a long way towards achieving these ends

Like many cilies in Mississippl, Pelal is experiencing a lack of new priced housing dt

Much of what is buill is for either end of the economic speclrum, eilher low income rentals or mare expensive
large homas. Win 40% of e housng siock in Patal boing oulore 1870, ming priced for,
e (nored 1o tho exigtng residents b & mst If Patal warts o boln retain and atiract an adoquate windoros
Thiat sand, Phorc s ito room for hesp ypes of developengats o caiting City. A shown in Ihe Exating Land
Use chapler, much of the current vacant land 1s consirained wilh poor sail, lleodplamns, asi wellands, The Cily
shauld study annexing areas adjacent to and surrounding the Cily in order to replenish the supply of
unconsirained vacanl land (or new developrnenl

The current Zoning Ordinance also inhibils new residenlial growth, The Ordinance is bolh out-ol-date and has
nol been effectively enforced over its litespan Many areas in the City have either been spot zoned and/ar
improperly zoned. Al of this leads to uncerlainty about zoring, City enforcemenl and how new development
will be treated. Updating and even-handedly enlorcing the Zoning Ordinance will return some cenainly to the
housing market and Ihe larger real estate market in the Cily and the overall sustainabilily of the City.
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Subdivision Requlations

Subdivision regulations control the process for division ol land and also establish design standards for
properly improvements  These regulalions ensure that property owners have adeguate public utilities and
roadways Subdivision regulations can also lurther goals of the comprenensive plan such as (ransportatian
Improvemenits or water and sewer (acilities

Communily Design and Appearance

In'the I'.liuru ther Sty shodld consithe sUgptiag Gesin standards which cslablish consislent appearance
o arean o for fon ha histonc dislrict. These slandards or guidelines oflen
incude slrutruru olornonis. muiongr tacaden. extenss malenals, ctc

Sign regulations, unkempl property ordinances, and landscaping guidelines are other ordinances than can
help to creale the intended appearance ol lhe community. These can be separate ordinances or are ollen
fimes included In the zoning ordinance. The City does currenlly have a sign ordinance as parl of the Zoning
Ordinance, Landscaping standards and an unkempt property ordinance may be ol interest in the future.

Day-lo-Day Policy Enfarcernenl

For Fetal, many ol the goalp and siralegies innivis geting o updaling polces and then enlbicing those
policies. This vaually imvohved City staff procegs ehal rased with, of ieniiied ty, he
wlected alticigis. The City wil need o deveiop cRpaciy for day ¥ policy in oroer
1o raise (e level af service

PLAN MAINTENANCE

Maintaining the Comprehensive Plan is as importanl as mplementing it. Many lactors can lead to the need far
revisions in the Comprehensive Plan. including new development or emerging economic or papulanan sfts.

Amendments

This plan, along win all of its elements, |8 dussned (o be a guide lor the long i devilosmint of Petal
Major investmaenis, belh local and (rom outsite. ard markel condistns, local naticnal and miemnaticnal, have
the abiity 1o migaificantly shill growlh patierms and influence land yEe in ways that canngt be lorcisen at the
present To acapt (o these changes, the City should st up a process for amending elemenls in this document
As a warning, muliple amendments can nintentionally alter the policies that this plan was based on
amendmenis should be limited and well juslified

Plan Review and Fulure Updates
The Comprehensive Plan is a dynamic document Penodic review and update of the Cornprehensive Plan is
essanbyl in order 10 Accuratbly tect Ine SRanges within the Sty Yearly revew it crusll 1o Keep the Plan
cunirt of any spacsa! fopscs or mAuancas that wil affect the ey, Every Troe 16 ve years. o thi minmym tma
frarmg for rieew of mao lasd use changes, bul il draste changes ocour in the Gity, & Pan imvew ind update
maymnmnnmrmm thal. Qunng rowview. no Boatd of Alderman, Planming Comission, e a
ve Planring G shoulg miamene the suctess N amplementing the curfent plan beloe
mlhmw:"mw Mn‘ddemm»dmw o nave &5 Y, 4 deal] of
the revined Flan must be vewed 30a cublic heating beletn Bemg acoolec and waoporated inte the
Camprahenthn Plar

577

CHAPTER 8: IMPLEMENTATION AND PLAN
MAINTENANCE

The implementation of he Camprehenstve Plan is crilical to achieve the goals and recommendations set lorth
in lhe document. There are a number of implemenlation (ools avalable 1o carry out different perlions ol this
plan The lallowing infermalion provides a briel description of some of the common implementation toals This
plan can also be a guide lor many different Cily decisions and should be referred to penodically lor guidance
and periadically updated as needed

IMPLEMENTATION TOOLS

Annual Budget

The annual budget 1s a process which the Cily reviews needs and makes decrsions to fund cerlain services.
programs, capital expendilures, elc. Many local governments incarporale recommendations or palicies Irom
the comprehensive plan into the budgelary process By including the comprehensive plan in the budgel
discussions can ensure |hal needs or goals oulined are being reviewed annually and considered far
implementation

Capital Improvemenis Program (CIP)

A capilal improvemenls program is also a type of budgeting pracess (hal plans and orojects costs and
expendilures for major public investments over a live year period This 1s an effeclive way to concentrale on
major tnvestments such as wastewaler planls, sewer ings, waler lines, lire rucks and equipment, etc il clearly
1denlifies investment goals and helps the City slay focused on specific needs and objectives A CIP can also
alleviale monelary slresses 1l projects are spaced over a period of ime Spreading cosls over a number of
years can glso reduce any dramatic changes i Ihe City's tax slruclure

Intergovernmental Agreements

Inlergavernmenlal agreemenls between local governmenl entilies can help to spread the burden of cerlain
services by sharing some responsibllity 10 benefit the community as a whole This comprehensive plan does
nal recammend any agreemenls specifically. However, the City currently ulilizes this loal lor the lollowing
services. lire, schouls, tbrary, and (he airporl The continued use of (his lool can be elfeclive and benelicial for
Ihe residents ol Pelal and he planning area as well as Forrest Counly as 3 whole

Zoning Ordinances

Zomng I1s a common implemenlalion tool lor carrying out the future land use porlion of lhe comprehensive
pfan Zoning is the regulalion of land uses and 1s ntended 1o guide development into compatible land use
palterns. Il prolecls individual land owners and preserves and establishes the characler ol a communily
Updating and strictly enforcing Ihe current Zaning Ordinance for the City of Pelal 1s one effective way lo
implement elemenls of this comprehensive plan

Building, Construction and Fire Codes

Conslruclion, building ang fire codes, including electncal mechanical plumbing, elc. pravide a slandard
upon which (o build safe siructires. Conlintied adaption of up-to-dale versions af Ihe international Builcing
Code, Inlernalional Property Mainlenance Code and olher codes rom the Internalional Code Council Tamily
of codas will greally assisi Pelal n eflorls 1o ensure sale housing and safe buldings. However, wih Ihe
adoplion of such codes comes the responsibiity 1o make inspections to assure thal the codes are being
complied with

CYE

APPENDIX A: DOWNTOWN PLAN

Petal Is a relatively young cily, having been incorporated in 1874. and has grown signiicanity in a short period
ol ime. As Ihe commercial corndor along Evelyn Gandy Parkway has grown. there has been a lack of
reinvesimenl in Pelal’s onginal cenler near Ihe inlersechion af Cenlral and Man This, coupled wilh the lact that
mosl Counly and Federal services are located in Halliesburg (services Ihat would anchor a lradilional
downlown}, has led lo Pelal being tell wilh an aging Cily cenler and no real iconic "Man Slreel lype
Downtown Meelings with bolh Ihe Departmenl Heads and Ihe Public show a desire to have a “Downtown
Petal' and lo revlalize Ihe areas around Main and Central

GOALS FOR DOWNTOWN )

This Downtown plan is looking 1o

1

Onve commercial development and reinvestmenl along (he Central and Main cormidars
Reduce blight in \he surrounding nerghborhood

Provide a sense of place In the heart of the City

Help conlrol Ihe image of the City at two of its main entrance points

o (S0

AREAS TARGETED

Meelings with the Board ol Aldermen have delermined a boundary lo concenlrale investment efforts in This
area will be roughly beunded by the Narfolk-Soulhern Ralroad on the East, 7 Slreel on the South. and the
Malthews Branch, Charles streel, Cenlral. Main. Greens Creek and the Gandy on the Northeasl (See Map
A1) This area lakes m a large chunk of *Old Pefal' and 1s almos! enlirely residential and commercial wilh the
commercial being located on lhe Main and Central corndors

The residences in the target area are generally older houses, many built jus! atter World War It, and are moie
susceptible la blight and disinvestmenl Addilianally, lhese areas have many ol lhe same problems as (he res!
ol Old Pelal: 2-inch waler lines, old sewer mains, and the palched roads thal come with repars to
infrastructurc.

The commercial structures In the area are also oider and generally are small businesses Small businesses
individually, have a relatively high turnover rale making it difiicull to use only those small businesses as Ihe
anchor for redevelopnient However 1 drawn tegether and slabilized with an anchor. such as a courthause or
lown hall, small businesses can become the backbone of a city Crealing an environment that supports
enlrepreneurship and provides a slable localion for businesses 10 reside make a City more resilient as well 1f
ane business closes, anolher one can come inla replace it, reducing gaps In lhe tax base.

62|



TWO BIRDS WITH ONE STONE (CITY HALL)

Petal's currenl City Hall 1s shawing signs ol age and is already al capacily for day-lo-day operalions. The
bulding will need lo be replaced or undergo major renavalions in (he next 10- 15 years The Police Statan 1s
also oul ol space and wil likewise need lo be rebuilt ot undergo major renovalions in the nexi 10-15 years
This plan proposes that when the Gity undergoes ils rebuilding pracess for bolh of these slructures, hal they
be located in the same building 1n a localion closer lo the intersection of Main and Central. A large mull-
purpased government servces bullding could house Cily Hall, Police, and Fire administralion This building
waould be an ideal anchor lor a Downlown disinct ke one that Petal is envisioning

In addition lo the physical bullding, the relocation of City Hall 1s an opportunity for the City lo provide addilional
green space, improve walkability and general accessibility around Gity Hall and alsa opens (he space that City
Hall 1s leaving open lor additional acimty trom (he Cily (expanding Fire service the Library or the Civic Cenler
for example )

63|

LINKING PUBLIC REINVESTMENT EFFORTS

One of Petal's greal assels (s Ils school syslem Though this plan 1s nol being prepared for Petal Schocl
Distrct, this Downtown Plan is an area ol polental mutual cellaboration between Ine City and the Schoal
Dislnct. Pelal School District 1s one of the best systems in the Stale and has attracled many families to the
area In so doing, lhere is now a need lar the School District to expand its facilites The City should wark with
lhe Schoal District to study the addiion of a new schaol facility ( y) near or i the D ]
redevelopment area. As a general rule. homes values nse closer lo good schools. The addilion of 2 new schaol
in Ihe Downlown area has the potential lo spur reinvesiment in the homes near Ihe school

RECAPTURING THE CORNERS

The inlersection of Main and Gentral (Map A 3) needs work If you stood right in (he middie and looked arcund,
yau'd never be able to lell that it was the middle of the City The inlersection of Cenlral and Main should be a
place that bolh markets and celebrates Petal Right now, two comers (1,2) have major commercial signage
while another (3) Is essentally parking, and the other one (4) has a tew small bushes and a turn lane. These
are lour of the masl important corners in the City and they shouldn’l be wasted. This is an opportunity tor
renewed parinership with Potal's Chamber of Commerce (o really lel thal organization take tead in finding
eflective way 10 use the space 10 brand and markel (he Friendly City

Map A3 - Inlersoction of Main and Central
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

A possibie site for the construction of a new Cily Hall would be 1n the vacanl lots across Irom Rodgers Family
Pharmacy on Centrzl {(Map A2) This sile has been vacanl for at leasl a decade according lo aenal
photography The site is less than a quarter mile Irom the intersection of Main and Central and is approximately
& acres There are approxmately 150 singie-family homes, and 11 mulb-lamily complexes within a quarter-
mile rads ol the site and an addiicnal 600 single-tamily homes, 15 multi-family complexes and a mabile
home park within a hall-mile radius Approximalely one-liflh of Petal residences are in Lhis hall-mile radius as
are all ol Ihe businesses in the Targe! Area

The real challenge to this sile is the (ac! Ihat it may be a brownfield. There previously were two gas slaltons al
the sile with & total ol 6 underground sturage tanks. These tanks were canslrucled in the 1970s and while
petroleum cantamination is nol readily apparenl, an environmental study needs lo take place to delermine site
appropriateness. This presents both a challenge and opporlunity lor the Cily The obvious challenge 1s that
brownlield cleanup and mitgation I1s expensive The oppartunity 1s (hal brownheld miligaton grant funds are
available to the City through MDEQ Ihat aren'l available (o privale development. If the site is contaminaled,
the Cily is in a unique position lo ciean it up. Regardiess af any other factors, including the awarding of grant
funds, the City should still conduct a brownfield assessmenl of Ihe Central Avenue sile before mowving forward
with any developmenl plans at he site

Map A2 - Potentlal Clty Hall Davelopment Site
" 5 =

PRESERVING PETAL’S HISTORY

The Cily ot Pelal is relalively yaung, bul the Petal community has been around much longer Building a new
City Hall 1s an opporlunity lo collect and showcase historical documenls. photos. and objecls in a City
Museurn This could be as small jusl a display at firsl and could grow la have its own dedicated space in time:
This is also a good opportunity for additional community involvement, potentially having a citizens' committee
lo help collecl items for and maintain the museum

A LITTLE SOMETHING EXTRA

Petal will never have the old County courlhouse. Pelal doesn‘t have Oxtord's Square. Pelal doesn'l have the
Biloxi Lighthouse nor the Nalional Military Park al Vicksburg. Petal lacks lhat one defining place thal 1s umgue
and evokes the essence of the City In keeping with Daniel Burnham's directive lo ‘Make no litlle plans!” the
City should incorporate something big and bold into the Downtown project. This could be a large clocklower,
or maybe a public art installation Maybe it's making the Cily Hall in a bold architectural siyle, or a uniquely
designed inlerseclion al Cenlral and Main

THE CARROT AND STICK OF BLIGHT PREVENTION AND
CLEANUP

The residential parls of the targel area have much higher rental rates (almost double) than thal of the City as
a whale This. plus lhe aging nalure of lhe homes, leads lo an area lhal is susceplible lo blighl and
disinveslment

Gelting homeawners and landlords to reinvest in an area thal 1s beginning (o show signs of bight 1s a
challenge This challenge is a bit of a paradox as well, everybady knows thal if everybody reinvests, Lhat the
neighborhaod will gel better and home values will nse bul that it nobody invesls then hame values will continue
1o decrease. So, Ihis presenls Ihe indvidual landlords wilh two aplions inves| and eilher reap he benelils ol
everyone Investing or lose thal invesiment if no cne else does, or don'l Invest and slil reap lhe benellls of
everyane else invesling or nol lose anylhing because there wasn't any invesiment anyways. Generally, lhe less
risky oplion 1s to pat Invesl, and this begins a downward spiral of collective disinvestment Ihat leads to severe
blight

The ‘Carmot” ol gelting a good relurn an mvestment isn't enough by itscif lo spur the kind of reinvestrnenl that
1the City would like 1o see. This is where lhe ' Sick" ol strict enforcement ol properly mainlenance codes Is
helplul Adding an addilianal consequence Lo not reinvesling {or al Lhe leasl keeping Lhe properly up o code)
can change the calculus of landlords It 1s importani tor the City to apply (his, not Just 10 areas that are
experiencing blighl, bul across the entire City Il is much easter lo prevenl disinvestmen! lhan 1o 1ry and slop
it alter it has starled
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FINANCING OPTIONS

General Obligation {GO) Bond

This is the hnancing cption that most large City projects get funded through The mechanism for this is pretty
simple. The City lakes a loan for the cost of the project and then pays i back aver the course ol a number ot
years (usually 10-20) with an increase in the millage rate This financing option spreads the cost of
development aut to the entire City

Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

Construclion of a new City Hall may be besl suited to use Tax Increment Financing (TIF). TIF is a funding
mechanism Ihat pays for development now with fulure revenue gains, The City designates a TIF district and
assesses lhe property inside A [oan Is then payed ofl aver time with the gains In assessed value inside the
TIF district. This 1s an oversimplification of the TIF pracess, and this 1ool £an be very complex ta use correclly,
bul this option should at least be considered as a funding mechanism

Main Street Invesiment Revalving Loan Program

This a loan program available through the Mississippi Develapment Authority (MDA} for small cities {less than
15,000 in the Slale These loans are competitive and there is a limiled funding pool each year, but lhesa loans
may be available lor a lower inferest rate than through a GO hond

Brownfield Grarts

There 1s public funding available al all stages of brownlield designations, sile planning and cleanup. These
funds are available from the EPA through MDEQ. These junds generally fall into wo categaries, brownfield
assessmenl and inventory grants and brownheld cleanup grants

@ o
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Exhibit “B”

MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2020

ORDER
By: Representatives Gunn, Boyd, Weathersby, To: Rules

WHEREAS, THE MS LEGISLATURE HAS PASSED HB1647 IN RESPONSE TO Carpenter, Darnell, Foster, McGee, Steverson

€OVID-19, THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF
PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO GRANT
ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE WITH PAY DURING A LOCAL EMERGENCY
PURSUANT TO THE REGULATIONS OF HB1647.

THIS ORDER SHALL BE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY

SO ORDERED THIS THE 17™ DAY OF MARCH 2020

HOUSE BILL NO. 1647

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES AND LOCAL
SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO GRANT ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE WITH PAY TO THE
EMPLOYEES OF THOSE LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES AND LOCAL SCHOOL
DISTRICTS IN THE EVENT OF CERTAIN DISASTERS OR EMERGENCIES; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
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7 SECTION 1. From and after March 14, 2020, the board of

8 supervisors of any county, the governing authority of any

9 municipality and the local school board of any public school

10 district may grant administrative leave with pay during the

11 affected period within the affected county, municipality or school
12 district to the employees of such governmental entities on a local
13 or statewide basis in the event of extreme weather conditions or
14 in the event of a man-made, technological or natural disaster or
15 emergency, if such event has resulted in an emergency declaration
16 by the Governor. Any employee on & previously approved leave

17 during the affected period shall be eligible for such

18 administrative leave granted by the governing authority, and shall
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19 not be charged for his or her previously approved leave during the
20 affected periocd.
21 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

22 and after its passage.

H. B. No. 1647 SRV HEDINESIn Y A1 ~ OFFICIAL ~
20/HR31/R2246.2 ST: Local governmental entities and school
PAGE 2 (CRA\JAB) districts; authorize grant of admin leave with

pay in event of certain disasters or



