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BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE WAS BEGL]N AND HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI ON MARCH 17,2020 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE
BOARDROOM OF SAID CITY.

THOSE PRESENT MAYOR HAL MARX

ALDERMEN BRAD AMACKER
CRAIG BULLOCK
DAVID CLAYTON
TONY DUCKER
CLINT MOORE
STEVE STRINGER

OTHERS KAREN HESSION
MIKE LOTT
DREW BRICKSON
ADA MADISON
JOHN BRADYAMACKER
OTHERS

MAYOR MARX DECLARED A QUORUM PRESENT AND DECLARED THE CITY COTINCIL IN SESSION.

THE INVOCATION WAS OFFERED BY TONY DUCKER

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE WAS RECITED.

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE AGENDA WITH THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS

GENERAL BUISINESS

Request to accept the Revenue & Expenditures report for the month of February 2020.

Request to authorize Water Dept to waive cut off and late fees until May l, 2020 in response to COVID- I 9 emergency

Request to authorize Shows, Dearman & Waits to prepare and advertise for bids on 2020 Overlay Project.

ORDERS & ORDINANCES

Request to adopt order amending handbook to include Administrative Leave and authorizing the Mayor to send home and/or 
instruct employees not to report to work for a non-disciplinary action. Regular wages would continue, but would not include 
overtime wages for hours not worked.

Request to adopt order hiring Robert McCraw in the Fire Dept as I st Class Firefighter at a rate of $ 12.64 per hour pending drug
screer/physical.

Request to adopt order hiring Lenzy Lee in the Fire Dept as Recruit_Firefighter at a rate of $ 10. l5 per hour pending drug
screen/physical.

Request to adopt order hiring Lance Spiers in the Fire Dept as l't Class Firefighter at a rute of $12.64 per hour effective March
25,2020.

Request to adopt order promoting Trumaine Hardges to Fire Inspector on an 8O-hour pay period at $20.19 per hour effective
March25,2020.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING AGENDA AS AMENDED.
ALDERMAN CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER 
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK 
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING'NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE MINUTES FROM THE SPECIAL MEETING OF MARCH 5,2020.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF MARCH 5,2020 AS WRITTEN. ALDERMAN DUCKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
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ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX CALLED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

THEREUPON, RICKY SHOWS ADDRESSED THE BOARD REQUESTING THE CITY REPLACE THE CULVERTS THAT
CROSSED MATTHEWS BRANCH ALLOWING ACCESS TO HIS PROPERTY

THEREUPON, ROBERT PROCTOR ADDRESSED THE BOARD AS A REPRESENTATIVE FOR FAYE MOFFETT AT 19

SPRINGFIELD RD. MS. MOFFETT IS HAVING ISSUES WITH HER GRINDER PUMP AND SEEKS A WAIVER TO

ALLOW HER TO GO BACK TO USING A SEPTIC TANK. MAYOR MARX STATED THAT THE GRINDER PUMP WAS
PURCHASED AND INSTALLED BY A GRANT AND IT IS THE CITY'S RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN IT. MIKE
TREST WILL HAVE SOMEONE CHECK THE PUMP AND MAKE NEEDED REPAIRS.

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO DISPOSE OF ONE (I) TARGET WALK BEHIND SAW IN
THE WATER DEPT

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN AMACKER MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZETHE DISPOSAL OF ONE (I) TARGET
WALK BEHIND SAW IN THE WATER DEPT. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO SET A HEARING DATE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT
126 SHERRY LYNN DR.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO SET A HEARING DATE OF APRIL I4,2O2O AT 6:00
P.M.FORPROPERTYLOCATED AT 126 SHERRYLYNNDR. ALDERMANAMACKERSECONDEDTHEMOTION

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

AI,DERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE RESIGNATION OF CRYSTAL SHEA EASTERLING IN THE POLICE
DEPT

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF CRYSTAL SHEA
EASTERLING IN THE POLICE DEPT EFFECTIVE MARCH 11,2020. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO PAY ESTIMATE #3 TO DTINN ROADBUILDERS

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZETHE CITY CLERK TO PAY ESTIMATE #3 

IN THE AMOLI}IT OF $235,704.50 TO DLINN ROADBUILDERS FOR VARIOUS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PER THE 
RECOMMENDATION OF SHOWS, DEARMAN & WAITS. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE"
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ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER 
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK 
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST FOR A SECURITY LIGHT AT IO CLAY DR.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN AMACKER MADE A MOTION TO TABLE THE REQUEST IINTIL THE SPENDING 
FREEZE IS LIFTED. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER 
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK 
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING'NAY''

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE PRIVILEGE LICENSE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
2020.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE PRIVILEGE LICENSE REPORT FOR THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2020. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER 
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK 
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO ADJUST WATER SERVICES BILLED TO I34 W IOTH AVE

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON NOTED EVIDENCE OF A REPAIRED LEAK AND MADE A MOTION TO
AUTHORIZE THE CITY CLERK TO ADJUST WATER SERVICES BILLED TO 134 W 1OTH AVE IN THE AMOLINT OF
S756.00. ALDERMAN BULLOCK SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY''

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING PROOF OF PUBLICATION

. PUBLIC HEARING_76 DEERWOOD DR

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE PROOF OF PUBLICATION FOR FILING.
ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *NAY"
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NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE CITY OF PETAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

EXHIBIT "A"

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRTNGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE CITY OF PETAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF
FEBRUARY 2O2O

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN DUCKER MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE REVENUE & EXPENDITURES REPORT
FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2020. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING'NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO AUTHORIZETHE WATER DEPT TO WAIVE CUT OFFS
AND LATE FEES LTNTIL MAY I,2O2O

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN BULLOCK MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZETHE WATER DEPT TO WAIVE CUT OFFS
AND LATE FEES LINTIL MAY I, 2O2O IN RESPONSE TO COVID-l9. ALDERMAN CLAYTON SECONDED THE
MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE SHOWS, DEARMAN & WAITS TO PREPARE
AND ADVERTISE FOR BIDS ON 2O2O ASPHALT OVERLAY.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE SHOWS, DEARMAN & WAITS TO
PREPARE AND ADVERTISE FOR BIDS ON 2O2O ASPHALT OVERLAY. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED THE
MOTION,

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *NAY"

NONE
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WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST FOR HLNTER MCPHAIL TO TAKE THE CPAT EXAM AT THE 
STATE FIRE ACADEMY

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE HIJNTER MCPFIAIL TO TAKE THE CPAT
EXAM AT THE STATE FIRE ACADEMY ON APRIL 7,2020 AT A COST OF $8O.OO. ALDERMAN MOORE SECONDED
THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER 
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK 
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED A REQUEST FOR BARTLEY FAULKNER TO ATTEND DRIVER 
OPERATION CLASS AT THE STATE FIRE ACADEMY

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN MOORE MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE BARTLEY FAULKNER TO ATTNED 
DRIVER OPERATION CLASS AT THE STATE FIRE ACADEMY ON MARCH 30 _ APRIL 9,2020 AT A COST OF
S783.00. ALDERMAN CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER 
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK 
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY''

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER TRANSFERRING LEVI SCRONCE FROM THE
WATER DEPT TO THE STREET DEPT

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO

TRANSFER LEVI SCRONCE

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT LEVI SCRONCE
BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE WATER DEPT

TO THE STREET DEPT AT HIS SAME RATE OF
PAY EFFECTIVE MARCH I1,2O2O

SO ORDERED THIS THE ITTH DAY OF MARCH 2O2O

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN AMACKER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
MOORE SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED ORDINANCE t979 (42-A425) AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO TABLE THE REQUEST. ALDERMAN MOORE
SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
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ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE
ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY''

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER INCREASING THE RATE OF PAY FOR KRYSTLE
DAVIS

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYORAND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM ITNECESSARY TO

INCREASE THE RATE OF PAY FOR KRYSTLE DAVIS

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT KRYSTLE DAVIS
BE RAISED TO SI l.OO PER HOUR EFFECTIVE

MARCH 25,2020

SO ORDERED THIS THE ITTH DAY OF MARCH 2O2O

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY-

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO PUT
EMPLOYEES ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE PER HOUSE BILL 1647 ADOPTED BY THE MS LEGISLATURE

EXHIBIT "B"

ORDER

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER AND AMEND THE
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK TO INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE
MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER HIRING ROBERT MCCRAW IN THE FIRE DEPT

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO HIRE

A FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT ROBERT MCCRAW BE
HIRED FULL TIME AS A lST CLASS FIREFIGHTER AT

A RATE OF $12.64 PER HOUR EFFECTIVE MARCH 25,2020

SO ORDERED THIS THE ITTH DAY OF MARCH 2O2O

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN DUCKER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN 
CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION. 

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
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ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER HIRING LENZY LEE IN THE FIRE DEPT

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM ITNECESSARY TO HIRE 

A FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT LENZY LEE BE
HIRED FULL TIME AS A RECRUIT FIREFIGHTERAT

A RATE OF $IO.I5 PER HOUR EFFECTIVE MARCH 26,2020

SO ORDERED THIS THE 17TH DAY OF MARCH 2O2O

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
DUCKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER 
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK 
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON
ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE 

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY''

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER HIRING LANCE SPIERS IN THE FIRE DEPT

ORDER

WHEREAS THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO HIRE

A FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT LANCE SPIERS BE
HIRED FULL TIME AS A IST CLASS FIREFIGHTERAT

A RATE OF $12.64 PER HOUR EFFECTIVE MARCH 25,2020

SO ORDERED THIS THE ITTH DAY OF MARCH 2O2O

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN DUCKER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
CLAYTON SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING'NAY"

NONE

WHEREAS, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING ORDER PROMOTING TRUMAINE HARDGES

ORDER

WHEREAS, THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARY TO

HIRE A FIRE INSPECTOR

IT IS HEREBY ORDRED THATTRUMAINE HARDGES
BE PROMOTED TO FIRE INSPECTOR AT A RATE

OF $20.19 PER HOUR BASED ON AN 8O-HOUR PAY PERIOD
EFFECTIVE MARCH 25, 2O2O

559

SO ORDERED THIS THE ITTH DAY OF MARCH 2O2O
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THEREUPON, ALDERMAN CLAYTON MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE FOREGOING ORDER. ALDERMAN
DUCKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "AYE''

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

AI,DERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING "NAY"

NONE

THEREUPON, MAYOR MARX PRESENTED THE 2OI8 WATER FLOURIDATION QUALITY AWARD FROM THE
CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL.

THEREUPON, ALDERMAN STRINGER MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 17,

2020. ALDERMAN AMACKER SECONDED THE MOTION.

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING *AYE"

ALDERMAN BRAD AMACKER
ALDERMAN CRAIG BULLOCK
ALDERMAN DAVID CLAYTON

ALDERMAN TONY DUCKER
ALDERMAN CLINT MOORE

ALDERMAN STEVE STRINGER

THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING'NAY"

NONE

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

Y
CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI WAS ADJOURNED.

MARX

MARTIN, CITY CLERK
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tuunlyinlhesoutheaslernpodionolMississlppi. Pelalabutsthcl€rge(CltyolHanicsburg,whichrslocalcd
lothewslacrosslheLealRw. Pelalrseightyrhr€(83) milessoulherslollheslalecapilolinJackson,
swcnlyiive(7s)mlssoulhwcstolMe'idian Miss$ippi:scventy(70)milesnodholGullpo(,Mississippi,
eighGllve miles nodhresl ol Mobile, Aabama and one hundred n ne (109) mibs noilheasl ol New Odeans.

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION TO THE CITY OF PETAL

lncorprated n r 974. rhe Ciryol Peral. Missrss ppi, rs a dtyot approximaiely 10,7m resdenls ocated in Foftest

also uses lhe tacks and connecls Petal dlh Ns O/eans and Nw York Cily. Hanresbuq's Tain Depol
serves as an Amtak slop lor the Crescent line Additional ra road Lnes that p4s lhrough neighboang

Hanresburg nclude the Canadian No(hem (connectng Mob'le, aL lo Jackson, MS and Memphis. TN) and
Kansas Cty Soulhern (cornecl ng Ha{esburg to GuliFd)

According to lhe M ssissipp Depa(mml ol Educalion s accounlabilily ratings based on lh€ m16 - 2017

schooi year rhe Peral school Drstcr has an a raring wlh a pornr tord oi 7g lhe mffit pohrs lhal were

awardedbyrheDepailmenlolEducalionloaschmldlstrcl. TheschooldisficrrncludesPelalPnmrySchod

{K- 2d grades), Pelal Elementary School (3'd- 4r" grades), PetiJ Upper ElemenlarySch@l (5r - 6" grades),

Petai Middle School (7'" - E qrads). and Pelal High School (9:i - 12r" gades).

s

Petal hosts a Fall Festval ewry year. Brcadcsl m€dia lhat ncl udes the Petal market nclude The Pelal Nws
(newspape.) WDAM Channel 7 rn Laurel. WLT Channel 22 in Naluesburg. and WHPM-LD Channel 23 n
Hallesburg(televsion):andWZLD106.3FM(Edro). lnaddilion,lhereares*rdradnslalionsinHaniesbrg
lhat broadcast inlo Pelal.

Petal €njoys a great deal o1 benells associaled dth ils proimlty lo Halliesburg, lhe loudh la€esl crly n

MrssssrppL. For qample. lhe UnNersity ol Soulhern Missi$ipp, lo€ted rn Hati6burg, provrd€s a grcal
educational and sondrc resource to Petal r€sdenls. Basd or starstical analFis, Pela rs exp€cled to
increase in populalon lhrolgh 2040 The number oi residenls in each 4e catego.y increased beMeen 2000

and 2010.

Howevs alongw{hrhebeneits,Peralalsolaceschallenges. karelatvelynewcly-havngonlyE€n
inco@oraled in 1 974 - Pelal musl insure lhal adequate intiastuclure is Mllable lor the projected increase n

populaton Greal care musl be giveh as to lhe ad€quale number ot sfeels waler seMces, sewei serucE
police protection, and fte prctecUon lhal will be reqund. k lhe populalon or Pctal agcs, the.e frll & a
grerrer demand on public sedces as well as a need lo ,ccommodal€ lhe rncreasd aging populabn wfh 
heallh scMces and amcnilics. Wlh thse and othcr concepls in mrnd lhe City oi Potal cmbarkd upon a 

hprehensive Plannrng process rn 2017

The City ol Petal has a tolal area ol 17.2 square miles ol *ich 16.9 rs land (98.3%) and 0.3 square miles rs

ntet (1 .7o/r).

TleHafiiesburg-LaurelRegionalArpod(FMLID PIB)islocaledaboull0milestothenodhreslolPelaland
isclassili€d as! p'imarycomm€rcral seruice a[@(.

U. S. Hiqhway
42 is lhe main 

olPelaliunningonlheCilysrestside. Missrssrpp

and lnrerslale 59 can be access€d rn close proximity lo Pelal. 

fte only rarkoad operaling rn Pehl E ihe Noilolk Souih€rn Railway which provdes lhe cty Wlh a natonal
raikoad@nnedion ThcNodolkSouhcrnpimarilyoperatesasafteighlraikoad,bulhtak'sOcsccnlxain

lt
easvwesl cofiidor. AddiSonal maior tanspodation roules such as U S. Higtuays 49 and 98

ffi
rl; ,
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1 .'1 PURPOSE OF A COMPBEHENSIVE PLAN

(i) Goasand objecli€s for lhe ong{ange lo Mentyiive (25) ye6rs) dwelopment of lhe county or
mun cipally. Bequl€d goals afd obteciiws

Publio Meetinq

To galher public inpll and to descilbe lhe planning process in more detail, a psblic meeting @s conducted
or Nowmber 9, 2017. ln lhis meelng, lhe Mayor and danntng consutant pesented an oveM* ol th€ 
comprehensive planning pr6e$ and held an npul se$ion where atend€s wse asked to share thejr

The pu/pose ot a Comgehensrw Plan is to ecl es a blueprnt guidrng tuture grouh, dselopmenl and
conservalon. ThsplanshouldoullinealongrermUsionandgoalsloracomhunrly,setlodhobj€ctves,and
resul rn a lisl ofleaslble aclion items forthe shon- lolong{em. frevisim and lhe gdls should bea @llectw
stal€menl ol r€sdents, community leaders, and key slakeholderc dth an rntaesl rn how a communrly is
l!ncloning.

Section17-1-1ollheM;ssissippCodeprovrdesthedejinitionotacomprehensiwplan astatemenlolpublic
polcy for lhe phFrd developmenl ot lhe entie municipaltyor county adoplsd by rsolulion ol the goming
bdy, cors,st lgol lhe lollowlg e.emells al a minrmJm

indrsta developmenti park, of space and recrealon. sfel o. road improvemenls, o]blic schmls and
communily lacilities.

(i) Aland use dan *ich designates rn maporpolicylorm Lhe proFsed Oeneral dislribution and€xlenl ol lhe
uses ol landlorresidences, commerce, indus!ry, recreation and opn space, pudic/quasryubhclacili!€sand
lods. Background inlotmalon shall be prdided concehing tre sFcilic m€aning of land use calegoriss
depicled in be plan inleimsollhe tolltrrng: resid€ntal densitiesi nlensrlyol comme/oal us6, induEtral and 
public/quasipublc uses; and any other Lnfomalion needd to adequalely define lhe meaning ol such land
lse cdes. Protections ol poplaron and ecoromic grouh 1or the area encomFssed bylhe plan may be lhe
baes lor quantitalive recommenddios tor€ach land use category.

(iii) A Vanspoiation plan d€pLclirg in m4 loh lhe propcd functional classitiGtions for all qisting and
propos€d steels, roads and highwaF lor lhe arca encompassd bylhe land useplan and lor lhe same nme
perod as lhat cMred by lhe land use plan. Functional clGsilicalions shall consisl of a{erial, col ector and
local sfeels, roads and hjghwaF. and lhese classitcalons sha]l b delined on thedan as to mrnimum ighr
olway and sudacewidlh requiementsi these requtemenls shall be based urcn tratlic poiections. All olhs
loms olVanspo&ion pedrnenl to lhe local jufisdicfion shall be addressed as appropflate- Thetanspo(aton
plan shilll be a bsas tor acapjlal mprwemenls progzm.

{iv) Acommunityfacilities da as abaErs loracapilal improvefients progrsm including, butnollimited to, the
Iolltrng housingi schoolsi parks and recrealioni pudic buddings and lacililest and utililes and drainage.'

Secfon 17-1ll slates thal nre govemr.g auhorily ot each municipalily and county may provde lor the
preFBlis. adoption, amendment, extensron dnd €ar.,nng oul 01 a coiipr*ensrve plan lor the purpose of
bnnging aboul coordinated phys,cal developmenl in accordance w{h pres€nl and luture needs and may
creale. rndependenlly or ioinlly a locai plannrng commEsion wilh authority lo prcpaie and propose (4 a
comprehensi€ plan 01 physical development ol lhe munrcipality or county (b) a proposed zonrng odhance
and map. (c) regulalions govemng subdiusions ol land (di bullding or set back lines on steets, roads and 
hrghways: and (e) €commendal ors lo Ihe gowrflng aulhorties ol each municipalilyor countySth regard to 
lhe enioicement of and amendmenls lo the comFehensMe plan, zonng ordinafce, subdMsron regulatons
and capital improvemenls prcgram.'

Petal s last comprehenslw dan wis writlen and adopted several years ago, Therelore rather han update 
lhal plan, lhe CiV has chosff b hne Slalghler & bsociates Uban Plannirg Consullats lo create a whote
new document. As stalecl above this plan wil become the City s bluepr nt lor luture groMh developmenl.

o

fte purpose ol lhe Cily oi Pelals Cmprehensve pan is to provde poliry and recommendatiss tor City
ollicials. propdy owners and polental developers lo ensure rhat

. Dwelopment occurs in a planned and ordedy manner which enhances the existingi residenlial aod 
commercial areas: and 

. lmpodanl lealures ol Petal such as ils conrfrtunity character, scenlc vews and open spaces are
presercd and cnhanccd

To be successlul, lhe plan depends of both lhe personal commtrmenl of City rcsidents to consrder the tong-
lerm wellberng oi thar lamili6 and therr ne,qhbors and the public commitment ot Cityoltciats Io updale local
land use laws (sud as zoning) wth needed rmgovements The comfiilmenl extends lo actions such as
eniorcing laws and budgetrng lor major expenses such as sdewaiks steet repai water and sewer repatr
comfrunitylacihtes ard parks.

The plan is Intended to serue as a gurde lor the neK Menty {20i to Menlynive (25) years However, lhrs ptan
should be reUewed and updated at least every live (5) yeas to gauge progress on iftptemeftation and to
pedonn needd naintenance. A more loilnd retsion should occu len ( I O) years aner lhe ptar s adopl€d.

Athough comprehensive plannrng rs not mandatory the State ol Missssrppi 6@urages comprehensue
plannrnqlorlhesakeolthehealth.salety,andwelrareoiitscitizens ltshdldbenotecnhat*endscussing
iundrng lor vailous prolecls communilies should pay close anenrion Io whether thetr comprchensrve ptaf - il
lhey even harc onc - i6 up{o-date Funding agencjes look lavo€bly opon thc tact thal a cutrent
cofrprchensive plrn. which is rellccttuc of the communilys outronl vision, exists.

1.2 BACKGFOUND AND OVEFVIEW

At ils core, a comprehengw plan ansrers three questons - Where are re now? 'Where do we wanl lo go?
and H@ do w gel lhere?' To dwelop this pian, the City hned Slaughler & tusocrales ll6an Ptanning
Cfrsulbnis lo dentify key issues assist Oth public outeach, and detne lhe usion and the goats ol the ptan

Previous Planninq Effods

Since the Clty ol Pel6l was rncdporaled three comprohensNe plans have been adopld. The fiGt ptan was
completd in 1975 and was preFred bySouthern Missrssrppi Plannrng and Development D6rict. fre scond
ws compleled in 1983 and was prcFred by Duna€y and Hall, inc. The rhlrd was comptetd in 2005 and
was completd by Kara W. D€n€, AICP. AddiUonalv Petal E Fd ol the Haf,iesblrg-PetalFotresfbmar
MetopoliEn Plannrng Organi?aton {HPFL-MPO) which preares long range tanspodaton ptans as requied
by lhe Federal Hghway Act ol 1962.

Departmental Meetinqs

On Wednesday, Septcmber 27,201 7, and Thwsday, Septembcr 28,201 7, memberu ot Staughlcr &Assoc ates
mel dlh varous ehcled olloials, C ty deprdmmt heads, and communrly teaders lo discuss rcUsinq the
comprchensivc plan fte elected ofticrals, depa(ment heads, ard community tcadeG inctuded the mayor
aldermen. c{yclerk, cilyatlorf,ry, jldrcial depailment stall, pohce chielanrmal @ntd,,nechE, pubtic works
Elafl/city engineer building/code entorcement stalj P annrng Commisslon members, pa&s and rsreation
stai,, Ilehydrantandwater lnesstaff, schootdrstrrctsupenntendent, andArea Devetopmenl padnership stafr.

oprnions on arange ol lopr6 including: Job Oprcd!n(ies, Edudtion & Worklorce. Hospitals & lvedrcal Care.
Housing & Residcntial Dcvelopmcnt, Cohmerclal Dcwlopmenl, Park, Recreation & Open Space, R@d,
Bridgc&Drahagclmprovcments,Cilygeautification PublicSalety-PoliceandPublicSafety-Fre.Anend€s
wre also prcsenlcd dlh maps oj the City and Plannlng Arca lo rcviN attcr the planning prcsenlation
Additionally, lhe CJty live-steam€d the public meetino rer ils Facebook page to reach out ro those duens
lhal couid nol makethe meeling n person

0

,}:SLAUGHIER
%?i &ls\otnTEs
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hdpehenstue Panning AEa Aase Map

2O4O: Petal Fonuard
Comprehensive PIan
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Natural lncrease and Miqration

fur lhe lasl len years Pelals populalon grdh en & pirhaily altibutd lo ann*lion wth a hdlhybrdh
rate being rhe second leding laclor tor populadon grMh. From 2000 to 2010 Petal garned 2 875 person€

approxrmalely 1 978 o{ which cfre rn during lhe zffi annebion. Petal also exFd€nd 561 more brnhs
lhan dealhs, Mich means lhal336 people mowd into fre City d Pelal betuen m00 and 2010.

Figure 2 a: Niurrl lh.rds .nd U6tdid Cdhb6h.d.

CHAPTER 2: POPULATION, HOUSING AND ECONOMICS

ThEchaptercompilesnlomaton suchaspopulalion,race.age,housingedecommlcdala.to€stablsha
community prolile oi the City ol Petal. The mapilly ol this inlomation is rc@rded by the United Statcs Ccnsus

Burea! ery ier Ff,.s or esnmatd on a y€dly basis depending on lhe scope ol lhe rnlomalion Eslablishrng

a conmunity protile is uselul in order lo undercland hil lhe Clty hs cwlvcd @r lime and hm it might

conlnle lo fldw rnlo lhe iulure.

2.'1 POPULATION ANALYSIS

Thrs section Sll examine how the populations ol Petal and Foii6l Counly have changd owr the last lour

decades. lt frll also anavre hw the Wulation tends have changed n lhe last ten frs due to blths and

dearhs. mrgaron, age. race, and lhe Fnder composlion ot Peld s residenis.

Citv of Petal

From 1980 lo 2000 Pelal epenenced ppublon dechnes al €ch len yea census. Hilewr, be@s 20m
and 2olo Pelalsaw n major increise rn popllalion, due h large Fd lo n 2003 ann*lion
ln heFars bwen the decennid ensuses the Census BurEu releases yqdyslmsl$ ol city populatons.

k ol 2015 he U.S. Census gutB!, 2Ol1-2015 herican Communrty Surury s'Y€r eslmate pts PeEls

Fpulahon al 10 723.

Figur€ 2.1: Pd.l's Hiddic Popul.tis

,,883

trrhdDuilsJ idref iinrf r!

The Follwrng Mapillustatspopulanon concenIalon by20r0 Census Blocb. Each dol rep€s€nts2fople
lvng n each Census Block. Pdal's rcpulation is mncentaled ardnd lhe dMlown and lhe soulhwstern
coiiidor mto Hafriesburg fte resl ot lhe City is mderalely populated Slh sofie concentralions on the East

olthe Oty. Generdly, the plening aea is lighlvFpulaled with minor cm@f,fdbfs h the Est and a majs
concentralion ih lhe Gl€ndale communitylo heWesl

s

9l'r,r,

Other Forrest Countv Communities

Petal and Hair6burg are lhe onlyMo lncoporated @mfruniies in Foiiest Counly.

Flgure 2.2: Forrcd Cdfry2OtO PSUIltlon Diltdbdlon

2010 Population

2om Population

10,454

7,s79

GroMh due to Btural lncrease {binhs hinus deaths}

toid&ltttte,lo@,2orot
IotdrbeF000+SS

ua9

Gain dueto Bnnexataon (2m3) 1,974

Gain due to in-milration (2000-2010)

t ol e.hh . 5r*i.tic

Population Pvramids

Populalion ryramds showthe dEtibution ol ag6 by s€x and wll iorm a pyrmid it lhe populaiion rs growng
The populaion p!tramds ior Petal in 2ffi ad 2Ol0 hrh generally lorm pyamrd shapes wlh a t4 nolable
ex€pnons. ln 2010 there sems lo be nor as mtry 2G24 year olds as would be expecled. Aso holade is the 
populalion bllge assoc ald dth h€ aabyBmmer generalon. Thrs bulge rs sk*d nolabtl@dds lhe later 
haltotthalgeneralon lh6eaged35-44n2mad45-54in2010.Thisgenerationfrllbegnloetreduirng
lhe lle of hs Plan and the Cilyshould take note ol and b€rn to preparc tor lhe specEl nds lhal il older
pop!lalion will requre.

Hguro 2.5: 20m Populdlo Pyremld

s61

058

Comparativo Pooulation Growth

Cities ol cmFrable si2eto Petalha€seen mired resultswhef, il comes lopopulation grodh and loss n the 
last ten years. Senatob6, Bay St Louis, ed D'lberyille haw all epeienced double digil grdh, ffiilc 
lndLanola, Wst Pornl, Ydoo Crty, and Clewland have expenenced loss. Sefatobiagrstb m6l d 43.7%,
dileY&o Cityshank the mostat -21 6%. 
From 1970 to 2010 all cities qcept Yaoo City and Clevdad e&erienced gro$h, frth Senatobia oro$nq lhe 
mosr al 92.3% Pelal w4 one of the l6tst grN€rs at 49.6%. Communt es included wilhin MS&, generally 
siltb highsl gro{h rales, blh over lhe 4o-yeff and lo-year time iiames.

o

2O4O: Petal Forvvard
Comprehensive Plan

SlPaEe ffi
Map 2.1
P@dau@ &nentalion

TiSTAUGHTTR'dI:r[t00ms'ffi'+

SolrG U.S. Census Bureau Decennial C€nsus Dala
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Flgur€ 2.4: Faclal Comfltlon Brcn zom ad 2olo

7,519

fgure 2.7: Populdion Prcidioh

fte

121P..

Fducational Attainment

Flqure 2.11 : Educatlonal Altslhheht

14lt,t

rce tom 1 3% lo the populalion

10,454

555

Blacks 34% 36%.

37.9%

Figurs 2.5: ZOIO Population Pyramid

ioJ

2O(r 2atq 20tc ld10 1035 )0^0 

+trrtDrr).rron;1&trrild +Av4r.r'anoul ri.t. "*.1.r{\arr'.dtr4.rr.d +Aas\y.a,
s.Lrr. qJoihla & a*niirr\ crtlrd&n1

500

Source U.S C€nsus Bu/ea! Decennial Census Dala

Population Prol€ctions

Populalion p.oieclions attempl to predid the populaton of Petd at some pornl n the flture, There are
numerous melhods tor calculatingthese projections. This anatFis bnellycompares three alernaiive pro]ection
methods and ldecAls Petals population lwenttftw lo thklyWarc dwn lhe r€d.
The fist melhd rs a propod@nal melhod Srch forsasts cily population based on a propoilion percentage
oi lhe City s populaton lo the County s populatm he Missrssrpp I nstitute ol Higher L€rnrng pubtishes
populatim p.oiectons lor all counties n the state. fre m61 reced repon was plbhshed rn 2012 and is based
on the 2010 Census. This r+od mly ext€nds proFcrrons inlo lhe yea.2025 whtch is loo shod for the plannhg
penod ol this ComprehensNe Plan bul lhe analysrs, lor comparison puFoses, s hdpllt.

Petal represents epior mately 14% ol Forfest County's popllations, Thrs is a sim lar trend prewols lo lhe
20l0Censusasrell kEshoMhthechadbelow,rhspropodonatmerhodresu[s]nthehrghestpopulaton
projecl ons through 2025

Cdculatino lhe grouh rate lor the Cily of Pelal over the pasl lodyyears prodrces an av€hge wer nme whrch
can bc uscd to protcct luturc populalion Ovcr the ldg !0 yca6 thc grdh ratc for Pctal hs aw.agcd 9.0%
4ery len years (or approimalely 45% €v€ry 5 years). Thrs melhod torecasts th€ poputarion to be
approrimalely 13,514 peode by 2040. That s groMh ot abdt 527 residents every 5 years tor rhe nen 30
years lhe City ol Petal wll nol lce or gain Fpulation at a constanl rate lor the ne{ 30 yeaN, some Fa6 
may have higher groMh rates than olheG. lt is the goat oi this ptan 10 addrss issues that d€ diltng the 
curenl populalon grodh ard ensu.e that Petal can provde seNices and quatity oI Jile to an ncrcasrng
pop!lalon.

The ieaslsqua.ed merhod goiects a turure porutation Bed o. a [near rend establish€d by a hrsloirc
limefiame, Thrs [end produces a @pulal on prolecton that rs slghUy ]ess aggressrw than the prevous Mo
melhds- ln 2040, the leaslsquaed melhod projecrs the popotarion ot P€rat to be just over I 2 143 resrdenls.
fris mehod predicts groUh ot about 563 residents every 5 yea6.

ffi rll'"'

Aqe Characterist,cs

Pelal s mediaa age (35.8) is srgnilicantly old€r than Foiiesl County(3j.3) but mriroG the State of Mississrpft 
(36). Neady 27% of Fetal s populalion is school aged children, while abut 14% ot th€ population is relnemenr 
aged. ftE leaves almost 60% ol lhe populaton available for entry in to th€ workforce. wth the exception ot 
lhose atlending rnslitules ol higher lea/nrng and the disabled. 
fre lgure bel@ shows tha! irom 2000 to 201 O the number ot resrdents n all age categor es fcresed. The
in€reaseinthoseaged45-49,50-54 and55-59Gnotablebecausefteydernorar€n€angtherpeakeafirng
poienlal whrch ca affect the area s potential to anrad ne meniti€s. The 60,64 and S-69 age /ange atso 
expeirenced groqh whrch is of note because thrs group rs neanng or just came ot €iremdt age. Those in 
lhe40-44,45-49, 5G54, and 55-59 ranoes Sll reach retiement during the tiiespan ot thts plan. It thls ncrease 
conhues over ihe next 20-25 years. provding heallhcare and ameniries lor an agrng popltaron w[ beital

Al ol thcse projcclion mcthods show modcrate grMh, Mch is backed by lhe latst Census estimale fte 
tue orowlh rs probailysomewhere rn belften lhese eshales. Nalional, reobnal, and local crcumstances
includilrg tulure annexations, will all lmpact the lulure g.dh and lhe rate ol growth thal lhe City ol Peial will 
eperence @er the nexl 30Wars.

Racial Composition

The Cily ot Pelal has expeilenced some change n raoal compostrof EMeen 2000 and 20i0. ln Zm the
composilon ol lhe Crlyws approlimately 93% White trd 4% Bl&ki lhis has changed lo a6% While and t0% 
Black in 2010. Other racs make up apprdimatejy 3.9% ot the p@lation n 2010 up liom 1 7% in 2AAA a
maiorilyoiwhomidentifyassomeotherrace.(Someotherrace generatvindicatesaHispanicpoputaljoni
N spanic sclassilid asanelhnicily, not6aracehy theCensus Bureau.) 3.504ol theCity'spoputalion (3.5%)
identilied as being ol Hispanic ethnro9.
Foresl Counly experienced a sim lar, but more moderale change to its poputarion as wett tom 2000 to 20i0.
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What is encouragrng abul rhis iigo.e rs the grcffi n those aged under 5 years otd. Thce lhat are born today
wil be enlenng lhe workforce durirg the lifespan ol Ih s pl an Prov ding adequate resources ior these chrtdren
Wl en$lre thal Pelal has a comFtcnt wo*torcc and vibrant ppulal on tor yearu lo oomc.

Flgure 2.9: AqG Shudure,2mGzolo

Petal s residenls educalional attarnment rs, acrosslhe-board, higher han lhe Stale awrage afd generalty
h rgher than Fotresl Counly. fhe percentage ol those with no degree ( 1 1 .5%) or just a hrgh schoot drploma 
(27 17") is less thrn that ol the State (17.6%, 30 3%) and the percentage oi those wfh Bachetor s degrees
(1 9.6%) and Gradlale degees {1 0.8%) s hrgher than lhe Stale I 1 2.9%, 7.7%)

i
l|lllIrirrlilltlfi dti*,i * ,n', *,

c''*-"."".Jt:ll::]...; r::.**rr:..,,""."
j."..^,''{*r lr, \\f/! to{ 3nr, 5n 601( 1Dt, ao| gdti 100r,

tNoodo'ni sHrar\dr.6lort.nt ssoh.a.lloa( rAlro.rnicr aB..hrtr.r, rcnJu,n.
SourG U S (d\D 3!rcru ADer i.il aomtr'u.nv S!rvey tr.t l.il)1t

ComDosition bv Sex

Flgure 2 10 indtcates lhat Petal s comprsed ot a targs F/ceriage oi ienales han Foilesl County The
percenlage ol males has grown slightly over the lcn year timc kamc Typicatty. having a greats pcrcentage
ol iemales lhan males would mean lhere are morechibren born in a communlty.

ffiffi 13lr,
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The Unit€d States Census Bureau documsts numerous houshg characlerstcs thal provde rnsrghl nto the 

distbuton ol oMer vs. rcntcr mcuprcd unlls tho vacanry ralc oi unts, the ryp6 ol unils, thc ycar unlls wcrc 
buill, elc. Wh e the residential land use analysis rn Chapler4 preseflsgeneral nlormalion regatdng the types 

01 unts the Census lniormaton rs mofe deiailed.

Households and Fam!lles

The U.S. Census Bureau deirnes a household s loilorc "A household consrsls ol all lhe peopl€ ffio occupy
a hous,ng unl." A lamiiy s delined as lollorc. A iamily ts a groop ol tuo Eople or more related by brdh
mairiage, or adoplon and reslding loqelhel.'
tuall, lhc numEr ot houscholds in Potalhds incrcdscd s€nifioantly (31.s%) tim 2000 ta 2010, in largc pan
causcd by lhc 2003 annexalion. FMily holseholds have ncroascd 38% while ndramlly holseholds havo
rncreased 1 7%. ln 2010 the awrage household s?e was 2 65 and lhe awrage tamily size was 3.13. Both lhe
awage household size and lhe average lamily siz€ hav€ se€r grdh liom 2000 to 2010 (5 1% and 2.6%

Al sr?es ol holseholds ncreased in number beMeen 2000 and 2010. One-person households increas€d
130%, M-person households rncreased 320%, three-person households hcreased 427'A, lorrpercon
households ncreasd 32 2%, live-person households rncreased 62.3% and der ive-peGon households

2.2 HOUSING CHARACTEF]ISTICS

Ho!sinq Occuoancv

Accordrng lo the Census Bufeau. the City ol Petal has gained 1,053 housrng unils jiom m00 to 2010
approxmal€ly805were ganed dling lhe 2003 annexal of,. ln 2010 the Census repoiled 4,261 housrng !rls
in Peral, 8.0% ol Sich were vacarr, an increase ifom 2000 {7.1%). The homeoMer va€ncy rale increased
tom 1 .6% rn 20m ro 2.3% in 201 o and lhe rental vacancy rate dso rncreased belwen 2000 and 201 0 irom

9.3% lo 13.1"1.
Be@en 2000 and 2010 he percenlage oi renteroccupied houslng lnits de@ased aboul 4% tu ol 2010
Petal has 27% renreroccupied housmg unts and 73% Meroccupied housing un[s.

Housinq Unit Type and Aqe
The comFsilon ol rcsdental unfs has erFnenced some change beMeen 2000 and 2010 The Censrs
B(rcau€slimales 82%6Jallresrdentnl unil rn Pelalarc singlelannly detachedhomes. Mobileormanulactur€d
homes rcp.escnled aboul 7% of rcsidcnccs. a slight dcc€se tom 2000 Mulllfamily unils account lor 1 r%
ol all housing units, a decr€ase trom I 4% in 2000.

&out 40% oi the housing stock in Pelal was constucled piar to 1 970 19.5% was built betwee. I 970 a.d
1 979 7.8'l was buill be@en 1 980 and 1 989. 1 5.4% was blilt beMeen I 990 and 1 999 1 S.9% ol lhe hausrng
stockwas buifi aner 2000.

Figure 2.12; Ho$ing unit TyF

2.3 ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
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The Amercan Commun{res Survey s'year estmates provide nsighl rnto holsehold ncome as well as lhe

allordability ol housng and the economic wllb€ing ol resrd€nts- fte ACS esumates lhat n 2010

apprcrmal€lv 1 1ol ot all lamil es h Petal were hvrng rn pdedy as well as almosl 12% ol all irdrvduals down
fom the 2000 slatislics During the same time fiame, lhe fredian rncome rose ow/ 60% Ow thal ten year
perod, rhe number oi households thai earned al lhe top ol the rncom€ specnuh grew, Mile lhose rn the

The lollowing slatistics rcprcsenl lhe perccnlaqc ot incomc homeowners, or rcnte6, spend on monthly

housinq costs. A generally accepled standard is that those lhat spend more lhan 30% ol lhef income on
housing costs arc costsburdcn€d

Amroxmrrely 34% ol hffieowners (wilh a modgagej nllocale al le6r 30% of their monlhly lncome lo lhen

mortsge. nls burdon has ncrcscd subslanlially sincc 2m0 whcn ,cwcr lhan 23% had the same cosls
Renteis are al a mlch hrgher burden w(h ow 44% ol renters dmlng at least 30% ol lhetr monlhly rncome

toholsing costs. Thisllguehas ncreasedsomdhalsrnce2000 (40%). R€sldenls arc spendingan increasing
percentaqe ol lheil monthly ncomean housrng costs.
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The lop lhree employm€nl rndusrres tor the Cily ol Pelal n 201 0 were Educaronrl tsea lhcrre nnd Smnl 
SeNices(29.4),Rotail(15.0%),andAns Enlcdainmcnl&Rccreation,andAccommodation&loodSeMccs
(11.8%) Th6e categoaes have changed since 2000 sen Manulactuong was a larger perce.lage ol tbe 
induslrym*eup olPetal.

Thc Cily 01 Pclal, I kc all ncorFraled arcs, rcccrvcs annual divers ons ftom salcs la purchascs. Cutrcntly.
over $2.5 mil on comes in lrom lhese diversions. Sales Td Diversions h ave shown steady gro(h since 201 0,
growng al a rate ol around 3%

Flgure 2.15: P€bl Sds Tax DlvsrsissEmpl-oJl1e0!,Easp
The Ciy ol Petals labor lorce 0hos over rh€ age oi 16 and bdil relfement age emp'oFd or ook ng lor 
emdrymenl) grs by over 1,800 Fople bMeen 2000 ad 2010. ln 2000 56.7% 01 rhose over the age or 16 

were in th e labor iorce. while n 20 1 0 lhal frgur€ rncreasd to 68. 1 
o/. Fetal has seen ! nemployment I se lrom 

4.2% in m0 to 5.% in 2010. ?015 estimates pul unemploFenr close to 6.9%. considerably lorer than the 
20 1 5 Fany 6hales lor Foifesl County o, 1 3. I o/, though thal nu mber is sksed because 01 Ihe arge number 

The top thrce @cupal on caleqdies for Petal rn 2010 werc Managcmcnl, Busness Sc cncc, and A(s (37.0./),
SalesandOttice(26.5%) andSeMceOccupalions{1€6%) fteselhreeoccupalioncategoieswerealsothe
samc trcs in 2000. comblned, lhey tolaled 80.1 7. ol occupalions rr 201 0 and 74% r. 2000 

IP,rril dOrarurP,rtr

Bcleil Qales
fte M ssEsipp D€padmenl ol Rsenue tacks dl retal sal€s lor ciles and cdnlies. The chad below shore 
lhe gross sales lor the Cityol Petal and lhe gros rebil sales outslde ol P€tal (Hattiesburg and unincorporaled
Fotresl Counry). Thrs chart illustales rhe grcwng mpodance af the economy and busrness rn Pelal From 
2004 to 201 7 Petal s share ol gross retail sales m Forrest County grew kom 9% to 1 3% Petal also rs home to
approxmalely 14% ol th€.elail eslab[shments n Fotresl County. ktween 2Ol3 and 2017 Petal has had 
sleadilyrncresing retallsales. As businesscontnues togrowalong EwlF GandyParhay. relail salesshould 
also conl nue lo qpand.

-lax Diversions

17 lt ffi
Source M,sess'ppi Oepailmenl ol Fe€.!e
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COMMEFCJAL DEVELOPMENT

9-a4l.?.-Prq-r0ol9.,et.9.rvi!:-o-D[rel1t"jh,a]-'prgJldss--!h-e-8.[y.w4b bish:$]slill-qo-ancI91d
oPPortuniiies

ObFclve 2.1 Cofduct a commerod needs analFrs to dently mrsshg busrh€ss types in lhe Cily.

obteclve2 2 lncenrvze needed blsr€ss6 ro mweto P€tal.

Oblective 2 3 lncenfuze the crealon ol nw busnsss and €ncourage entepteneu6hip.

Obleclve ? 4 ldenrly hrget areas lor nil commercal grilh both hsade the Ciiy af,d rn nn[tal
grodh coir dors.

Goal 3: Encouraqe commercial reDyeqtoelllllDowntown Petal

Obieclve 3 I Pailner dlh lhe Pelal Chamber ol Commelce 10 anad busnesses lo tuwntom
Petal.

Obtcclvc a 2 Adopt and cnlorcc arch{octural design slandards ior lhe Domlown area.

ObJectve 3 3 Promote hom€ oMershlp arcund lhe Oomlown area.

ObJedtue 3.4. Translorh roads in lhe OowntoM aea rnto hhp ete Sfieets'

ObtedNe 3 5 Seek oppodlnlli6 lor Public-Bvale Pdnerchrps frlh commercral entiles in the

Downtown area.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

8.o3l-4; PLsneJe,P Lal..as-a p-€rlrr.erin--tndustieldergbp[elllar.tLeJcs]an

Objeciv€ 4 I Pailnerwfh mPh bcale suilable industial d€velopments rn lhe Crty

Objecfve 4.2 Reserue land sulable,or ndustria developnEnl Nonh on Hrghway 1 1.

ObJeclw4.3 Marntainposiliverelalonshrpsb€@e.lheClyandcurenlndustialemployetsand
work frth said employers lo plan ior and meel iulure indusual needs

PAFiKS OPEN SPACE AND BECREATION

Goal 5: Expand Pelal's olfering ot parks and recreational spaces

Th s rmponanl potron of theComp.ehensvePlan rdentfiesavanetyol lutu.e goals lorresrdenlial, Mmercid 
and rndustial derelopment parks and €c€alion. tarspotalon mprovements, and schools and olher
communly laciltes The lollowng goals and obtectiv* are organrzed arou.d lhe necessary elemenls slated
ln the Staleplannhg legrslaton. These goalsand obt€ctves are the dr*t resull ol communrlyrnp!l gathered 

al rhe public meeting and lhrough the communilyrnpul sureF.

Th€ clry oi Petal s rhinking prog.essvely n tems ol lhetr tuture whether il's and dev€lopmenl, populaion
groMh, .esdenl amenilies, or pudlc satety. cry leadership and resdents hav€ dtrecr concefn for quality ol
liie and how thetr actions today allect the lut!re and thetr childrcn's luture. Ev€rycomment. conceh. d goal

exprssedthrougholt lhis pr@esswsbased o. the deste to changelodays actions in ord€r toimprovelhe
Clty ol Petal Thrs Chapler iunher documenls ach ot these goals h delai

CHAPTEF 3: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

INTFODUC'TION

NESIDEN-TIAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal I I Create and maintain a housino stock that is ol hiqh oualitv that meets Citv !gqd!

Obtecrve 1 . I S&iclly en lorc€ the Fen b1 Houshg Code

Obleciw 1.2 lnlom cilizens ot thef r]qhls under lhe Fental Housing Cde

Objcclv€ 1.3 lf new rcntal complcxcs arc tobc buih, pioritiTe thci localon near hc Downtown.

Obtecnve 1 4 Ensure thal renlal unil supplydoesn l pul unnsessarysraLn on the School Dstcl.

Objectve 1 5 Work to promote home Mership throughoullhe Crty.

Oqedwl 6. Prcmore lhe developmenr ard retolillng 01 handrcap dccessble housng
lhroughoutlhe civ.

Obleclve 1 7 &omole ihe dwelopmenl ol milila.yJiendlyhousing throughoul lhe City.

Oblecrve I E Contnuelo adopt and€nlorce the lateslveEionsollhe hternalonal 8ldding Codes
od National Electic Code.

Obtectvel.g: Cortnue to lpdate and enlorce the C{y's Zonrng Ordinance and Subdvision
Regularons

Objecive 1 10 Cont nue to provde and upgrade h gh-qual lywalerand s*er seruice ro all ar€as ol
ihc Cilythal have rGdential dcqlopmcnt and rGidcntial dcwlopmcnt potcntial.

Obteclive1.l1 ldenliVarenslornewhioh-qurliryr€sidenfadevelopmenlbolhinsrdelh€Cilyand
rn natlral qroMf corrdors

Oblecrve 5.1

Obtec!ve 5.2

Objecive 5 3

20lt'.

ldenlily arss ol P€lal lo be prcleded ftom developmenr rhal are suirable lor 
recreatonal oppo(uniles

Explore opNdunilLes lo build small, neighborhood-scale park

Explo/e opFdunl es lo expand parksedces htothe eastern rcnrons o, lhe City

ffi 19ll: i ffi

Oblectve 5 4 Explore oppo(unilEs to un[ze undevelopabl€ land n€d Ihe Leal R]ver as a riveilront
Fnrk

Oblecnw 5 5 Promote conneclv(y FMeen Petal and faflEsburg Pa.ks

Obleclve 5.e ExplorewaF lo connect the Long Leaf Trace lo Pelal

Goal 6i Promote the use of recreation facilities in Petai

Obteclveb.l Ensure lhat all Park laciities are ADA compllanl and have hand,cap accessrble
facilires

Objerv€ 6 2 lncrease lhe am@nl and qlalityoi hghlng al Cily Parks

ObJecfve 6 3 lncrease lhe Pohce presence around Cily ParK especrally around dusk

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

gaal-9,1r9rrcLe* qup.!,o..d and..Badler !,v!!it.P_e!a.L.S.-qh_o-o,l,,Dislr Et !s prg.vtqe. Jh.p,bp91
Primarv and Secondary education opportunities io the region

ObjecrveS i. Pailnerw{h Petd School DistEt lo plan lor and m€el iuture needs

Obleclv€ I 2 Padnerw(h Petal School Drsticl lo acqurfe luture school s{es as needed

ObjecliveS.3 Prcvlde infiasuuclure and salety rnedures to encolrage active tansponaton lo
schods

Obpclve I 4 Ensure lhal public Lnfiastructu/e near schools is ADAcomplianl

Obleclve8s Lrnk Cty-owned pubhc lacili!€s w[h DsrrcloMed pubtic tacjtites !o creale a
nelwork ol lnked publc space

Goal 9: Create post-secondarv eduoatio[al ooportunities tor resideols

Oblectv€ 7.2: Establsh a Capital lmprovemenrs Program (Clfl to ellectrely plan lot malor
nii4[ucture ependilures

Obtectve 7.3: Work with HPFL-MPO to,mplemenl lhe Transponalion mprowment Pran (TtP) to
rmprcw rcgonal conn€cl vty

Obtectveg2 Padner wih Unv€rsi1y ol Solthern Mississrpp to explore ptental avenues tor 
conduchg con!.wg educalon courses rn Pelal

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Goal 1 0: Provide etlective administration and a hioh level of service tor the residents of
Petal.

Obleciw 1 0. 1 Pd odically asscs all City administalan lacillcs to dclcrmrne il groqh expansjon 
or repaks a/e needed,

Objectve 10 2: Peiodically assess all Cjty admlnstation 4uipmerl lo detemine il imprcvements
reFrc or replacemenls are needed.

Goal 1 1: Provide Petal with the highest qualitv Poljce orotection possible.

ObJective 11.1: Conduct a penodc assessment ol personnel and equrpment wthin the Pohc€ 
Depadment and the need 1or addilional manpoweror equipmenl.

Objeclve 11.2 ncreaseolucer manpwerbased ona propodional ncreaseollheCltys rcp! ation.

Obiecl ve 1 1 3 Promole and encouGqe regular ollicer Vaining and ceiliiications.

Obleclive I 1.4 Explore opporuntes*!h ctyadm nLstalon to rnlegrate he n*ds ol a newsranon
to corncrde wth the develophent ol a new City Hall

ObJeclve11.5 S@klede€l,slateandpnvaleOranllundmglor€riousrarnngqurpmenl.orlacility
needs, such as body camcras.

gpd-1?r-.P|o!ioe-P- ql4-wt!1lh-e]]sir,e-s,t-qualiy-file,prglecuoj p-,o-s_-s!l,q

Obpctw12.1 Conducl a peaodic ssessment ol Frsonnel and equipmen! wthin the Frc
Depailment and the need lor addilional manpMr or equipment.

Obleclive12.2 Contnuetoidentiyandmproveresponselmeswirhrneachlfedepa(ment

Obleclve12.3 ldenlily available lunding and ofant oppodunltes lor various emergency
managcmcnt scilccs, jacililcs, and mprovemdts.

Oqeclve124 Work#rhCilyo{trcralsrndolherlundingsourcestoreplaceSlatnr#2.

Objecllve l2 5 Conhue lo lnprove and marntarn a vgdols [arnrng program lor all I rel ghteG

qpgll3 Provide Petal wrtnttrenrqhestqlJ

Obtechwl3.l Conlinue to work wlh Foresi County EMA lo contnle to make rhe communiry
rsilienl r. the lace ol drsaster by dentitinq high nsk af@s ior potentiat drs6ters

Oblecfve 13.3. Foh cooperatve and collaborative relaronships Wth devetopers and propedy
oMe6 lo iunhe. pubhciz€ developmeft concefis withif, flood zonss.

Obiecfve 13 4 Work alongside lhe F[e Depadmenl to dew]op a sale room rn Staton *3

Obiecive 6.4 Explore rhe addrion ot a splash pad lo ofe ol the park lacilites

Oblcctivc65 Havc thc Parks and Rsreaton Dcpadmcnt and Alhlotics Dcpanmonl padncr
leether lo antioFte luture needs and to plan lor lhe growth ol lh€ parks sysLem

STREET AND ROAD IMPF]OVEMENTS

Goal 7: Maintain Petal's roads to the hiohest standard oossible

Obiecnve 7.1: Establsh a roulne maintenance cyce lor all roadway rmgovements such as
r6udaong and rcsriprng

ffiffi
22lr'

Obpctv€9.1. PadnerWthlealhdusrrylordenttyneededskillselsandprovdeharn,ngtoliilhose
positions
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lndustrial Land Use
lndusral eslabl shmenls lend to process, manuiacture. slore. ordistibute gods Io olher businesses lor laler

sale or use. lndusir€s do not usually provde on-si1e sale 01 goods or seMces lndusfilal uses account lor

apprcxnEl€ly 2.0% ol lhe and area rn the Crry and lh€ Plannlng area. These uses are neady all loeted rn

closeproihtytotheLeaiFiverandHighwayll TheindustlsluseswthintheCilyaremosllyloundnearlhe
L€al Rivor and thc

'alroad
linc.

zulic/Semi Public
Publ c and sem -pubhc land uses make up a large podion ol land rn lhe Crlyol Petal. Publc and sem-public
land uses include gMmmenl lacilities, $chools and colleges, patks and tecr%lon, churches and nstitutions

cemeteires, pilvate clubs, and uhlt€s, These uses accounl 4. 1 % ol land ar€ in the Clty The Cily ol Pelal and

lhe P€lal School Drstcl account lor mosl oi lhe publc./sempubhc uses Churches and cemetefes are

spr€adlhroughout the Oly and planning area.

Vacant Land Use
For lh s and use sludy vacant land ndEales any land lhal rs undeveloped, or bernq used 1or agrclllural
puposes.57.8% ol cityacreagelallsrnlo lhisvacant category. Much otlheva€nt land lo thewst ol lhe cty
is consfai.ed by lloodplains and llmdwaF and wcanl land rs also consraind sporadically by weuands

Streets and Broht-of-Wav
Steets and Rlghlolwry (FOW) accou nls lor th ose coi/idors necessry ior tanspodallon roules or uti ty lines

Athough Ln some inslarces lhere may be nolhhg vsable on an ensement, the propeny rs sel asrde lor a

spccitic usc Approx matcly 7.9% ol lhe City and 4.8% oi lhe plannrng atca rs ROW.

CHAPTEF 4: EXISTING CONDITIONS AND
CONSTRAINTS

Takrng rnvenlory o{ dl exLsting lMd uses and polenlral land consva nls is an rmpodanl st€p rn the plann ng
process and dfectlyrelales to thelutule developmerl ollheCrtyol Pelal. Fudheranalysrs ol ths nvenlorywill
idenlit grdh patlems and opFdunilles a.d constrainlswhEh will Ioffi the bs€ lor a lulure land use plan

ior the City. This daptei addresses the Cty ol Petal as well as a planntng area oulsrde lhe civ.

An nvenbry ol lard us€s ms galh€red in lune oJ 2017 The land use dala was lhen entered nlo a

ceographical lnlohat on SFtem {GlS) dalabase and assigned lo lhe apprsilaie parcei. Cdlectng data if
Peld and lhe plannrng area. by Frcel allow tuiher analysrs oppodunl€s l€ study land use patte.ns by

acreaw and comparade percentages.

EXtSTTNG LA\r.D USE CATEGORTES AND INVENTORY

The exEtlrg land uses are disded lnto residental, commscal r.dusrrd, public & semFpubhc and vacanl

calegones. Thrs suruey nol only delemrnes lhe lild use ir the Cly ol Pelal and F ann ng Area, but I also

all@s lor a ddailed analFis olthe land lse disributon in both

Lesid erllalacld-lJEe
The oty 01 Petal and Plannirg Area s compced oj three ma,n tyres ol residential uses single lamry, mut-
]amily, and manulaclurd homes.

Shgb-Faniv Rsiftnlial tdenlities pamels oi anysEelhal coniam one delached residenlial un(

tunuhctutd ot Mobib Hore Resdenth/ dcniifics parccls ol any sizc lhal conlain a rcsidenlial unit

constucld or assembled olls{e and taspoied lo lhe sile lor placement as buil on-s l€

Mulil"FanilyFex&nlbl dentite parcels ol anysizethal conlah W orno/e allached resid€nnd unls These

unts can E rn tre lom ol duplexes tiplexes. quadraplex€s or apadme.ls

Srfgle lamily homes are the mo51 prevalent land use rn the Oly and Planing Atea comp6ing approxrmately

26% ol the Crtys lolal area. Manutactured homes are lhe s@nd mosl prwalenl lype ol housing composhg
apprcxmalely 1% ot lhe Cityand plannrng area. Manuiactured hom6 are more abundant in the plann ng atea 

and along lhe c ty trnge. M uhllamrly are the lest teauenl tesdenla type rn the plannng ar€. Only 0.5% ol 
Pclal is multlamiv rGidenlial

ApprcxmatelyT3%o{thehomesinPetala.eoccupiedbylheownd typrcally,moreoMerocclpiedhousng
unils leads 10 more st$le commun(es

Commercial Land Us9
Commercid establishments are consdered lo & those Ihal operale pnvatdy for prclit, and provde

mcrchandise or seNices. This sutocyclassities commerc al as c lhd olllcc commctcral or goneral commcrcial
Examdes inclu& banks, restauranls, mcdical oficcs, lawofllccs and insuranoc ofliccs. 

Approxmaiely 2.6% ol Petal and 0.5% oi lhe planning area is mhposed ol commeroal land uses

commeroal areas n the Cry are loGied mosily on Main, cen[al and Evelyn Gardy Paftway The @mmerc al 

land us€s are mores€ftered in lhe plannng area and mostlyconcenfaled along mapr lhoroughlares. A lew 
vacanl parcels exist along the mar. commercral cotrrdors an Pela and oll€/ opponunilies lor commercial intll
devdopmenl rn lhe lullre.
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Comprehensive Plan 
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DEVELOPMENT CONSTFIAINTS ANT] FESTFICTIONS
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ln addilron to exrstng land uses developmenl consrarnrs atso sfiect tuture dewlopmenl. A rumber ol 
co.srarnts afc documcnlcd ad dscusscd wth. this chapler n odd Io provdc a tuc prcturc of Ihc 
development polenlal of thevacant and.

Thereare.!merous conslra nts thal may beol concern when discussr.g the dewiopmenl polent at o' vacant
land Not all consta nls have th€ abilily to be documented on a map or discussed wirhin this ptan Some
constaints maybe purelybased on the eftects of h!man preferences or dtrEron making. For the purpose ot
thBanalFis. constarnts ro developme.l are drvd€d tnro tocaronal consrarnls and envtronmentd consrainG 
ll is impo(anl lo nole lhat not all constahts are negativei they may be rsridiw but have a positive or
benelicral outcome. The constaints d scussed on the loilowng pages atiecl grdh wthin and outsrde of the
City ol Pelali lhey also sel parameters lor idenlifjrng a comprehensive ptanhrnq area 3nd detehin ng tulure

Location Constrain'ts
Localon constaints consist 01 aruas ol thc Cily or unncorporalcd arcas lhar may havc ccdain ruos or 
regulalions mpaclng lulure developmenl such as Federat or state lands. lndian Reser€fons. or Hrstonc
Disricts The CiV ol Petal and {s plailnifg ar€a do not have such tocat on consnaints.

Environmental Constraints
Enwronmenlal consuarnts represeft specilE tand quatles lhat afiect tuure buildng such as ilood zones.
steep slopes wetlands, an d soil suitabiily lor swage drsposat These consrarnts Sit be d scussed in detail
on the followng pages arong wilh maps dEptaying each constarr.

je?!. Ta!lt S!1trabltiy
Potal and lhc planning arca as a wholc pr martyconsrsl oi sotl typcs *rcrc thc usc ot scpric rank absorption
lields rs veryhml€d or somewhat I mited. Thesoilsurveyp/oducedbyNRCS (Naturat Resources Conservaron 
SeMce) rales each soil lype based on cedain charactenstics that are needed 1or adequale peiormtrce ot
dlemalw sewage disposat syslems. Some timdalioFs mry be overcome but can be cosUy. County Heatth
Depailmenls are lypicallythe erltes rhal inspecl and regutale theconstuct on oi aborphon ietds. Horeve.
lhe besl wayio requlale sewage dsposat is throughaceftalized sewer system and a requtrement to connect
lo mlnrcipal sewer servEe. The llmfed naturc ol the soil n Petat shoutd make connecting every sewage
produc ng ent ly in the c ly to the sewe/ sFlem a top prtoily. Atso when deve opment @curs atong the city
finge or Wth n a knM groMh a€a o1 lhe crty connecton to sewer seMce should be mandatory.

The Uniled Slales Frsh and Wildl Je SeMce has dewloped a Natonat Weltands tnvenlory mappng system
fheCrb/olPelalrsnolsEndicantlyrmpactdbyweilands Abourg-12%otlheCtyandptannngarears
classilied as wetlands. Mosl o, thewetands in the Cily and plannrng a.ea are found atong 01 lhe banb oJ lhe
Leal Brcr. (s creeks c.een Creek, Wedgewodh Creek, Jakes Creek penn Branch, Lofis areek Reese Creek
ThomasCreek.cranthamBranch.McwttamsBranch ChaltsBranch.ThtdCreek.Dryprong,Boggygranch.
andCanersCreek Freshwat€rForesld/ShrubWeltandsmakeuprhematortyofretltrdsntheCtyand

Deljilng severe slopes can vary d€pending on the community ard tocaron For petat and the ptanning Area
sewe slopes have been delined as stopes above fifteen percent. Thrs is based on the sot calegory Sed
down by NRCS. The map does not represenl the eucl stope ol tand but representatve so is wth q!atitss lhat
produce specilic slope rafge Grealer etteclve stope eads to hrqher costs lor dweloomenl and lor some
projects these costs may be prohrbdve. The map shows that approxmatety E-9% of petat and the ptannrng

2Alr., ##

area has a slope irom frve lo |tteen percenl and approximalety 257c ol pelat and the ptanninc area has a
slop€ greater than lifreen percent. These s€v€/e sJopes are localed in an area ol the Cityea$ ofdowntown to
the souihasl comer 01 the City. Thrs means that tf lhe future, seveie slopes w I icrease lhe costs or may
prohrbit newdevdopment in those areas.

1 D}\,eat f:looctpiatns
The Federa Emergency Managemenr Agency (FEMA) reieases dgrat itood rns!,a.ce ,arnS maps (DFtFM)
lor the Stale ol Mrsslssippi. The map podraF lhe most cutrent mawing 01 UOOd potentiat areas in pelai and
the planning area

FEMA deln€s a lloodway as the channet oi a nv€r or othe. walercourse and the adjacent land areas thal
musl & reserued in order Io dscharge lhe base tlood frthout cumulatvely incfeasino the water sudace
elevalon more than a desgnated heEht Approxmatety 9% ol rhe citand 8% ot lhe plannhg a.ea rs w{hin
lhe lloodway lnsrde the c ty and outside ot the cjty the loodway coiiesponds Io lhe Leal Ftv;r @cu, fg in
a dngmrl Y shnpe or lhe wesreh edge ol lhe c ty and the western secnons ot rhe ptann ns nrea

The lloodplarn is defnd as any land susceptibte ro beng rnLndated by flood walers. The 1 Oo-year iloodptan
is tho mosl common llood zonc lscd 1or analFis purposcs Thc I 00 ycar itoodptah arca has a 1 % chancc ot
llood ng in any given Far App/oxrmalety 1 4% ol lhe C ly and lO% ot lhe ptann,ng area s wilhrn lhe 1 Oo-year
iloodplain nsidelhecily.lhelloodplainsarelocatedontherlbllaiesotrheLeatRw..Thefl@dptainsmsrde
lhe crv are round n resl Pebl nexl Io lhe Leal Rrver and branch,ng to the nodheast centat petat. ,unnr.a
soulhwa'd.andeastPelal,runnngrnanodh-southpanernandaneaslweslpall€rn nlhepanningarea,the
lloodplarn 6 along the Leal Rrve. system to th€ West and paraltets lhe tocaton and the drecton ot lhe
lloodplarn arcas hsLde lhe crry.

TaUe 4.2 Devdopment Condrrintg
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CHAPTEF 5: FUTUFE LAND USE PLAN

ln order to comply wllh Missrssippi enabl ng legislatDn, the luture tand use ptan mlst designate in map or
policy lom he proposed general distibulion and enent of proFsed land uses. The tuturc tand use ptan
serues &o purposes Fr6t, il prov des lor the generat physical t@aton ot ex@ld tutue d€vetopment. Th€
second purFse is to creale order among th€ exsling land uss.

ln preFilng a Fltue Land Use Plan, a nece$atyand rcsponsible step is that of consrdedng enuronmenta[y
sensiliw areas. Some may se€ ihes€ ar€as 6 Why ol sffi€ d€gr€e ol pres€rvaron, Site oiher may see
lhem as a constanl to dwelopmenl frrough lhe use ol good desjgn techniques, sme ot lhese
enu.onmenhlly resMcted areas may be deleed Sile ges€fung the senshive nature oJ the areas at the
same time. The eisting land use chapler talk rn detait about specitc constraints which asjsted rn the
preFration ol lhis lulue land use ple.

Thrs sedron stablishes pdides lhat will shap hN and Sse tuture d*twment occurs. These pdicieE 
€nnot prewnt all negatw things or lncompadbte uses tiom happenino, bt hopefutv, lhry Wil innduce 
sohe conrol ed guide luturedsErons. This section, dongwlh the enlte Comrehensue Ptan. can profiote 
lhesc ideals cven lunher. ftis chapter iocuss on the rdc€l location tor ce&jn land us6, the id€l mixlure ol
land !ses. dd lhe ideal intensrryof lnnd us€s by ranslarng Fdrons otlhe prsous cheter mlo maptorm.

Thc/earesomegencrii gliding statemcf,lslhatshould be presentedr€ading som€ types ot luturetsndu$
no mater where il is localed in Petal

i lnlense development ol any type in lhe planrng aea n*ds cental waler and sewer and an adquale
tanspoflat on systefr

+ hy ns dewlopmenl rnsrde lhe dly lm[s shdld b€ requied io connect lo city waler ed serer
* A F.cels should have |rontage on a publc road

There are a nufrber ot Ftenlially undcslablc or "obnoxi@s ncighbor' Iand uses thd nced to bc addrscd
by specilic rclicie lhat detine and control these uses. Some of thse uses owrburden the cit resourcG such
s healy.haul kuckng, and olher us€s inconvenience adjaent nsghbors or cuse potentalty her&us
condiiions, such as junkyards, g€d pits, or concrele p ants. When aclivities o. one proFriy 'spitl@/ and
cause a burden and danger loadjacent proFdy Nners then the gMmmert is authorized and requtd to
r€ulate il This E nol lakrng away property nghts, it is rqudng accounld'lily lor tand use adivts. Fo. 
exahple, ddining a )unkyard s a place wth I O or moE cars that are inoperable ed requdng seh paces to 
build a lenceand k@p the propertymowed il lhere are residercsfrthin 500 let of the lunkya.d propedy, or 
junk cars. N prolccling thc salcty and rcllarc ol the c{i7€ns. Pelal mu$ idcntity ptcntially hazardous land 
uses frd use rcgulalons and code lo m ligate polenlial hems to lhe commlnrty,

o
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Communitv Commercial
These are aras ofgeneral r€rail and offE€ commercial lses that serye the €ntire Peral commlnrty Because 
ol the hrgher amounl oi [ailic generaled, thse areas should be lo€led on d !s1 otl ol anerid and coll€€lor
roads or ir lhe DowntM.

HiahwaV Commercial
hese are lor ar€as of commscial developmsnl lhat. by thetr nalure. rqune access lo maior ransoonaron
inkasfucturc. Thsc uss can bc hgh inlcns ly commddd such as big box slores or thcycan scruc highway 
tawlers such as rLck slops and holels.

Central Busihess District
lhe Cenual gusiness D6tnc1 € ideally lhe Cily s commercial cenld This area has a mrx oi offices and reiad
usesandpo€nnallyhassecond-storyresrdences Thisar€ashouldblocaledincloseproxmityrocilyHail.

Lrsht ljr.4-q5-!rial

ftese areas are ior us$ ol hhl€d franuJacluing and warehoustng. Manulactumg us in Lght tndustdal 
a/eas should nol eml obnoxiols odo/s, sounds orUbrations.

Heavv lndustrial 
Thesear€sareldwar€housngildmanulaclunnguseslhalemitloudnoses oflasiveodorsorthathave
Ubfalionsi€lloffthemanulacturingsile ftese!sescouldalsorequkelargeamountsotwaterlhatnecssilale
addirond inliastuclure. These areas should be locared close lo or on malor ransFdation conidoK and d

Public/Semi Public
ftese areas indicale larw publc lacililes, such as schools that are not Jlkely to eas€ exisling n the

Park
These are4 are reseNed lor eslablshed parks a.d rec€atonal lacl tes.

PFOPOSED ANNEXATION AREAS

ln an effod to €xpdd the exisling cjty lihiF, hs City ol Petal h6 completed the apprcpriate dudioE and 
is cuftently in the proc* ot ene{ng fiw (5) propced areas. Thes proposed ares re eslimated to
add 375 people 10 F€lal's population, incre$e the ci9's land area by 6 quar6 mil6, and bring rn an
additional 154 drelling unils and S businesgs dhh the corporat€ limits.

The specitic Prcposed tuneulion Areas are outined on Map 5.3.

FUTUFE L4\D USE CA-|EGORTES

fte Fulure Land Use Map illustrales dillerent land use categoiles. These Categoiles are coloFcded
accordrng lo themaplegend and as rwresented bylhe descriplions below

The Petal Future Land Use Plan categor2es land uses h the lollowng manner:

I Agrclltural
2 L@ DensilyFesidenlal
3 Mod€rare Density Rsrdental
4 Mediun Density Besidental
5. Hrgh Densly Fesidenial
6 NeighborhoodCommercld
7 CommuniryCommercial
8 HighwyCommercial
I &ntalBusin6s Distrcl
10 Lghl lndusfral
l1 HeaWlndu$rial
12 Pubiic/Ssm Publlc

Beloware specific delinilions ol lhe land us€ desrgnalions irom Maps 5.1 and 5.2

Aqricultural
This land lse calegory d€picls areas that a.e ewcted to remaLn predomrnanlly agircuttural or undeveloped
dlh no sgnficanl concdratons o{ residenlial, @mm€rod, rndustjal or oths dwelopm€n1. thoush these
lses may and do exist.

Low Densitv Fesidential
ftis category ls lor areas ol primarily singleiamlly delachd resdencs. These areas ee gen€ratty targe tol
residenc6 ild subdiusrons.

Moderate Densitv Residential
Th s category F lor areas ol pnmarily singla{amilydctachad rosdcnco at a highd dcnsty lhan Low Densily
Rcsldcntial. Gmcrally, thcscarcas should bc lcicd closer to lhc ccntu ol tho City

Medium Densitv Residential
Ths @legdy E for areas otverydsse delached singlefamilyresrdences, atlached sinqleiamilyresidences
(ltrnhdses) and duplex6, bul nol mlltfamily apadments. fres€ areas sholtd be tocated n€r the c€n1er
ollhe Cily.

Hioh Densitv Residential
Th s cateory is lo. huftilamily aFnment complexes. These shoutd only be hated in areas Wlh adquale
ransPo(ation rntastuclure.

Neiqhborhood Commercaal
ft6e are areas of limired rerail and ottice commercLat lhat are silualed nsLde ot estabtshed neqhbhoods
Commerciai enlerprises rn lhes€ ar€s should nol gene.ate taftic substanlialty hiqher ban whai a resrdential
neighbrhood would normally expeaence. The target consumer lor th6e busrnesses should hve r€lalwly
close to the business.
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CHAPTER 6: TRANSPORTATION PLAN

TRAFFIC COUNTS

MEsEsrppi Oepadmenl ol Transpodation (MDOT) codlcis katllc counts along various rdds al varrous pornl

across the entre Slate, These couds are conducted gtrtraliy *ry three Wars and ln be@en years are

stimat€d. From hese counts MDOT computs an tunud Awrage Daily Traffic (MDT) count and lhe MDT
is usd to help cla$ily rcads dhin the tansFdaion neMoa M4 6.1 shffi the location 01 where faffc
counts weG taken in Pdal and lhe Planning area. Green pornts shN Sde [affic @!nt! have lncre4ed n

lhe last iiwyears, yellowshore no changeand ted shffi d€cfe6rng fallic counts. Adetal€d [affic counls

rable cil be lound n Table 6 1.

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Alunclionalclasifi€lon rs a mdhd used to grdpsteels ad roadwaF rntocat€ories ked on the lNd
ol transpodaton sedce they p@de. The a6slmptron behind tundional clNili€ton rs thal rndMdual

roadways carry kaffc independently but collstively wo* together to lom a neMil ot fiaffic iw ll rs th6

owrall ntutk thal helF sign classili€tions to roacMays based on the podon ol (Ed used lor lhe neMork

TransF(afion planners use lhr€e main classilicalids when determinrng the lewl ot tafiic on rsdways
aneaal. collector, and ocal. h€se classlicalions hm sub-classiti€lions (maior ad mno0 s wdl
depending on ihe conditions and transpodadon neMrl6 wthin a citv or counly. The Haniesburg_Pdal_

Fon€slLamar Metopolilan ganning oqanlzalion (HPFL'MPo) dsignales tunclional classificatons in hetr 

long{angc Mcropolitan Transponation gan {LFTP) Msp 6.2 shows €ch ot lhe roads in Pctal and the

Planning arca and lhoi lunctional cla$ilicalion

CURRENT FIOAD CONDITIONS

ln Augusl o12017, ShM, Deahan & Waits, lnc., prepared a citfwide Fwmsl survry @pod lor lhe City ot

Petalwhich prNdd a comprehensM analFis ol the CiVs r€d new* The reFd sbtd that be a€age 
condilon ol roads n the Crly rs tatr. lt als indicatd that, n ordel lo mahlarn its cuirent t€d heallh the Oty 

dll nccd lo expend apprcrimately S8Oo,m b $900,000 pet yed through a vaiely ol rehabililation oplons lo 

maintarn the cutrenl average pawmenl condilion index val!e6. Recommcndatons included in lhe rcpo( 
inchde lhe ulilihlion ot allemaltu marnientrce and rcpar nelhod. d*lophenl ol a mmprehensr€ rd 
management progrm, and ludher surwyng ol lhe road neMork hlothelulure

€1ts

T€nspodalion is an impdant @mFrent ol lhe comPrchensire plarnrng proress t&auEe lulurc

development, economrcgrcwth. and qualily ol lile ere all tied to and innumced bylhe kanspodation sFl€m'
The transpoilation sFlem lor lhe City ot Pelal consists Pdilanv ol whicular $tems bul rall pedesfiian, and

Slingallhe intlu€nce.

The marn ranspodafon coiirdor lor Pelal rs ltu Ewlyn Gandy Patuay (MS Highway 42) Sich connsts Petal

lo US Hrghway I I and lntetslate 59 as welt as sedng as fte main connec[on bereen DNntsn Pelaland

east Pd; arourd lhe H€h sch@|. centalA@. and Main St sere s primaycollectots tor DMIoM Pdal

and connecl Petal to Halliesburg {dtrecty on Main and by way ol US 1 1 s Centd) Gonerally' he stoeb n
Petal ar€ orienled Nodh-South dth a few exceptions in he ga$em subdNisids and some o{ lhe older

{il
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TRANSPORATION IMPFOVEMENT PFOJECTS

Short-term - in the next vear or sooner
I Workwdh MDOT lo reiime the light at Gandyand Bichton Road. There have been mlttrpte accrdents 

lhcrc in a shod Erjod oftimc. lntcruection ol MaF (candy) and Minor (Richton) Mcriats candy 
MDT -16000. Old Frchton SDT -50m. 

2 Rest pe lhe tum lane al Nonh Maln Steel and l" Avenue. The lane cuftenty ends before ln, bul 
nodhbound taitic slill uses it as a lurn lane Oncoming soulhbound tattic eniers the ttre too eady
lor tumlng at East l''. The skrping is conllsng and the final -200 leet should be dedicated to a tett
luh lanc lor nonhbound fdlic ntcrsccl]on oi Maior Conncclor and Major Conncdor Nodh Main
MDT -.5900 Wesl l'' mT -2100

3 TheconbolbotalConralandOldRidtonnecdsrobcreptadioraboutSls,mo.T.atficcangcr
caught al Ob Bichton or rn the parking tot olWards becausc the cstd box no longer recogn zes
tallic coming hom lhose dtrectons. Thrs leads to a stuaton Sere drwrs can,ilegaily makelums
across ilallc lor exlended periods ol I me. lnlerselion ol Minor &teial and Minor Aneriat. Cenrat
Aw. NT -9200, Old REhion MOT -s700.

N4odium-rerm - 5 vea's/ClP budoet horizon
4 Beter steel llghl ng rs needed al the nlersection ol Cenrat and Main. There rs cuiienily onlyme

hght al the rntswtion al the Ndhrestcomer. As thE rnters€cnon is going lo @ nea the hea( ot
lhe plannd downtowi r$lallzation, and because there aren l any resd€nces n€ar lhe Lrterseclion
iheCrryshouldrcalylightupherntersector.ThismayrequtrercrkngwlhMrssrssipp powerto
run an electical lne to the rntersection. tnlerseoton o1 Minor Anenat and Mrnor *teriat. Centat Ave 
MD- -9200 SoJlh Marn MDT - 94oo 

5 Nefthglon Road nonh ol Pa.h€r Slad um Dnve n*ds to be threatand 10 accommodale piok-up
and drop-olj rnffic n konl of Petal PnmnryShod. Ctosewo* wlh the Schmt disricl wil rntorm ihe
best course oi acton n rMrkng the road. Locat /oad. No mT.

6. An access road Lo the Cdy Park on the noilh srde connectng lo Cenfal A€ should be constucted
to lacillale fiafiic llNs rnto ad out olrhe Park. The nedyexpanded park and the creaton olthe
Athlebcs depailmenl wll increase usge at Cily Park. An addilonal F*ng tot on the north side ot 
the Park wth a ns access pornl wll hetp ihe communiry beler urt2e thjs assel Care musl be ro
ensure a saie intersecron wilh Cef,rat. Mrnor Addat (Cental). Centat Ave MDT --7700.

7 ThenlerseclonolEyrdPartuay TynerRd andEasl&ookDrneedsadlustment.TFerand
Eastbrook are nol qulte dfecllyactoss lrom each oihe. and the tane sriping rntenl is not always
clear, leading lo contlsron at the hterseclon, The solution to coiiect this may& as srmpte as
reshping, or nay be more compli€red such as realignment or the addition oi a stoptight Locd
roads. No mT

I The rlcrscclio ol Smilhvillc al Connth rs &ngcrous and nceds to bc rc"worked Smithtietd
int€rsects Connth at a narow angte at a retativetysleep rnctine making visib[ry tothe eas! almost 
nonexstcnl A rcalignmcnt of Smithvlle to e*t pcrpcndrcutar to Corinth across irom Tr$lan Drivc
should be consdered as a solulon. Local roads No MDT

I The nlersechon ot Hillcrestand Collins s a conJusing inlersection wth ntersectons ot James and
Hillcrestand Pecan Terace and Collins rn the immedrale vcinity Bealignments of muttipte.oads
mry need lo occur lo recnt thrs rntersecl on. Mator Cottecror (Niltcresl) tocat r@ds. Hiilcrest mT
._2200

4lP #

r 0 Hillcrest beMeen Ogilse and Boxtel rs fattng ofl onto the srde. Thrs pod on ot rhe road rs lo€ted
near Malhes Branch Creek, mak ng I more susc€ptde to erosron and wear. h eng ne€frng stldy
can delerm ne il thrs seclon mayneed newsubgrades, or il may tust need repavrng. Malor
Conneclor. MDT -2200

LonO-term - 10 Vears
I I Old ftrinrh Boad wil need ro be.enfgned mr rime tr's curent njersecions wilh Cenrat Avenoe

are non-ideal and lhe sectjon that paraLlets Gandydlt need to be srarghtened. This w lt become 
more rmpodanl s lhe Gandy cont nues to dwelop commeroaily lo allow lor addlonal means ol 
access lo lhose busn6ss Loca Road. No MOT

12. EvelynGandyParkwayactsasabariertocrossngpedesfranandbrcyctetafirc tngenerat tbe
Olysholld be look na to make pedeshiar rmprowmenb atong att pans oi the Gandy, but
es@crallyso around lhe H€h Schoot. There are sftral subdivrsrons I ctose proxmityto lhe High
School and lhe addlion ol tallc calming measrres and pedestian rmprovemenis nerrthe H gh 
School will encourag€ pedeskian commutng to lhe schmt. fu w(h all pedesfian rmprowments 
speoal consrdera|on should be gNen lo lhose wlh disadlles and ADA compliance rs absot!lely

13 Petalrsnotyellargeenoughtosuppodapubticlraas(sysremoiits(M Horever,Ha[i*burg
does have a tan$ syslem Hub CityTranst, that sffis a larqe poi of ol Ha(esburq h Inteilo€l
agreementwlh Haniesbu.g could be reached ro prNde tsansjt sedce kom downlown petat to
downtownHattiesburg Fromthcrcrdc6coutdconnccilooherBilsoiHallicsburg.Apclat
continues to grow a tanslt sFtem oi (s own maybe consdered.

ffi
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WORKEFI FLOWS

TheCensusBureaucoll&tsdataon LEHDOrgan-DeslinaionEmploymenlSlauslcs (LODES) (akaMerc
workers lve and dere they mrk.) The Census Bureau also runs a program called On lhe Map lhal displaF 

much ol the data lhat lhe Bureau collects rncluding LODES. Eelow 1s a vsuahzafon of the rcrket ilows lor 

Petal, prepared Wth lh€ On the M6p lool 

Flgure6.l Pdal'r Wo*er Flowt

Ol lhe 3,060 lobs located rnsi de cfy I mits, aboul 83% ol lhose workets commul€ inlo lhe Crty and ol lhe 4 0 1 3

oeoole empoyed lvng ins de Cily llmts. aboul 8U leave lhe City lo 9o to work Because ol thLs, pailicular

allenton needs to be pard lo the pnmary entances and exits flom lhe Cly as mo$ pe@le are enlenng ot

leavng Petal tor work.

Non-Mo{oized Transoorlalioh
Podcsnian and bicyclc syslcms atc becom ng ol greatd intcrcst lo citcs ol a I siTes atolnd the Slatc Pctal rs

no exc€Dron and should conlinue lo anempl la find lh€ nghl bala.ce belwen auromob es and olher loms
oltanspoilation Thecunenlsyslem Nbuiltloi nrotoizedtallicardleav€sverylittle roorn tor acconmodatng

olher lorms o( kanspoilation

Petal should evaluat€ the condilron oi n non_molorized cicllalon svslem (bike lan6 and srdealks)
espeoallythosethat are closeloschools. Thrs€vauationwould consrst oian h@nloryand condnLonanalysis

ol rhe cuilenl srdsalk system and an rnvenlory oi roads lhat could possibly accommodate ne brke lanes.

Thrsprocesswouldteveallarqelareaslorimprovemenlslotheped6tEniiendlyiacilties Forupgradesto

sdewalks. it rs rmpodarl 10 separate pdestians tom motori?d tafiic as much as possrb€

Funding opponln t€s such as gta.ls rom MDOT. are available and the C[y should F aclive n *€king out

ne grant llnd ng tor lhe mprovemenl ol lhe non-motori?ed transpodal on nevork. Bette. mobility nelrctK
tend lo spu/ new dwelopmenl and remv6lment, whlch would greally mpaci the tuwntown area Flnding

oppo(unilies exsr al the Slal€ and Federal levels. as well as lhrough prival€ organizalons

brnow/OuLflc{ Crtd!(i of l'rinFry Jd$ for Sldln'i Ant h ,]14'

All wqkir

t

tjl

Ii ,.,
lr,--j'l

I ()

hno$'/Outfl6 CouDts of Prins.J Jobs fo. Sclstion Ar(a b 2l)15
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ANIMAL SHELIEF

PARKS AND FECFEATION

sli

ffi

Communjly ladlilics arc locations and sctvccs provrdcd by local govctrrmcnts and somo ptivalc enlcrptscs
Elamples rnclud€ public schools, lbrafles parks cmelenes, waler and sewer sefu@s, l/ash dsposal ire 
stalons and lie protection ambulance seruces, police proleclion and coud Slems. Thrs chapler laF oul 

a briel invenlory and analysrs oi the exsting communty lacrltes rn Petal Thrs chapter can also be lsed to 

lacililale the dwelopment ol lulure capltal mprovements. 

CHAPTEF 7: COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN

GENERAL GOVERNMENT OPEFATIONS

POLICE DEFARTMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Missrss pp Slate Ralng Bureau (MSRB) rs a non-poli1 corporalion lhal has lead€rship and membersh p

comp(sed oi the nsurance compan es lhat write iie protection pollcies. MSFB provides seNces /elated to

lhe gradrng ol publc I re proteclon and seNces rn co.neclion !o rnsurance rales n the Slale ol Missrssippr

MSRB has recenlly given lhe City ol Petal a Oss 4 llre €ting. The inspectiof syslem is based on a point

schedule wilh credl grven rn seveEl calegorcs related lo I re irghlng and protecnng prcpedy lrom i re

damagc Thcsc calegores rnclldc thc agc ol {tclighung cqupmc^t lhc quanlily ol wals avaibbb lo iight

lfes lhe average number oi fr€lighlers respondrng pd call and the distance lh€ i tPjighnng equrpmenl musl
favel n order lo reach a tue (run drslance)

The City ol Pela s F[e Depailmenl s tucks dre cuilently in good working order. howevet the depadment and

cty ollcals should conlinually assess the adequacy ol ireiightng equipmenl and develop a prcgram to

rcplace lhat whrch as aged byond ds !set! ile

Waler supp y rs a mator pail of lhe Crty s I rel ghling capabilties. The lre depadmert should wk wlh Petal 

Waler and Sewer Company to dentt areas thal ate rn ned ol lie hydranls and water pressure lm provements 

The Crty should also Iake preemptve measures rn cily od nanc6, such as rmprovLng subd vsion regulalons 
lo ensure lhal as newdevelopmenl occurs, developers makethe recessary imptovements to maLntain a h qh

level ol fire protection. Since needs change ard ewlw over he lhe clys admrnrsralon should roulnely
meel wlh and drscuss lhe needs ol bolh personnel and equipment tor lhe llnctional fulure ol the Pelal F re

Depanmenl.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Cityol Pelal s gowmmcnlal and adminiskalion scMces, includrng lhc Mayor's otlicc and lhe Dopadmcnl
o{ F,nance and km nLsualon. opeEle orrl o{ C ly Hall localed al 1 19 W 8ri Avefre Wh le Ihe curcnl (acihly

is adequalelv servng lhe needs ol the adminrstalive employees as well as the ctizens ol Pelal, the C[y
should look lo replace and docal€ Cily Hall wlh n the next 10.15 years ll a new administalve iac lly (Cily

Hall) shoud be conslucted, the Crty would also benelil by designafng space lor Police and Fr€
admrn starion. Downtown would k a pnme locaton lor a ns Cih/ fall.

ThePelalPoliceDepailmenl.locaiedall2TWeslS''Av€nue.6servedby26swomollcers Theslandard
measure lor pdice prolectron in numbr o' oiticers p€r 1000 populalion. Petal lEs approxknalely 2.4 officers
pe. lOOO populalion, lNer than lhe Stale ave.age ol 3.8 and lower lhan lhe 3.7 FBI national averag€ lor€rl€s
under lo,om population. ll would lak€ an dditional 1 I swoftr ollicers to & abw€ lhe national dwage and

attheSlaieaverage.Populafon snoltheonlyrnlluenceonthedemandlorpoli@o'icers.Pelalisspreadoul
over a relaivelywde area lor its populalon dd addilional ollicers may be necessary as lhe Crtys popllalor
contnues lo expa.d.

ThePeblPolic€Oepanmenlisrlnnrngoulotrcomatilscuiienlslaton Wnhcryolfrcialslookngtorelocate
andbuddan€wCryHallrnlheneKl0-l5Wars.lhryshouldco.sderinlegralnganewpoliceslation nlothe
plans lor lhe new City Hall building. As the city continues to expand, and populalion conllnues to grow, the 

Cily ot Petai Police D€panmenl may also wanl to exploe oppodunles 1or addrng addrlional subslations on 
lhe easl srde ol toM 

Ihe Peral Polce Depanmenl should contnually stive to increase rc capabilnes lo ptovde aw enlorcemenl

services and lo fighr cime n the community These increased capab lilies ncl ude lhe upqradinq and addilion
ol lawenlorcemenl equipmenl such as bodycameras. mantainrng a hrgh l€wl oi tarnjng and cedlicalon lor
lhc offlccrs. and dpanding lhc policc iorcc as nMcd. Thc City should monilor crimina activly and tallic
loads wlhLn lhe Clyand ndtusl lh€ size oi lhe police lorce as necessary. ln addlon la provding high qualily
policc soMccs, thc Ciiy ol Poral should stive ro marntain a pos{w public pcrcepl on fr1h rcgard to lhc salcty 

Emergency managemenl services are cutrently under lhe dreclon 01 lhe Forest county Emergency

Managemenr Agency While lhis rs nor a Cry depanmeni t do€s provide vitd setuces to the Cily and in lhe

evenloldrsasierwouldbelhedelacioleadernorganrznglhe nlialr€sponse.Asuch,lEVlallhatiheCiV
conl nue to work closelyfrlh Colnly EMA lo pla. and prepare Ihe City lot drsaster and to bliid resiliency lo
miligate di$sterwhen it strrkes. The City cuilently co.tibules lufds lolhe EMA budget

The Cily of Pelal does not operate an an mal sheller, rnslead, the City uses Hub Cly Hunrane Socrety as ils
shelleratacoslol$30478peryear. TheCityshouldconlnuelobudgell!ndslowardsthemarntenanceand
upkeep ol rhe Hub clyHumane Sooery sferer and potentially lookataddlng a pan fme pos(ion to helpw&
upkeep. l{ lhe C ty wishes lo conlnue !s ng a non-prolil's jacilily, at a mrnrmum a Cily ofircral should be one

ol the members ot the non-prolit s board ol dieclors.

the Cty ol Peral ope€tes a prolessranal lre depailmenl oul ol three ire slarons. Stalion On€ Oohn E

Andcrson Fne Station # 1 ) is lhe mar n ofi cc and is located a1 1 02 Fatrchljd Drivc, nonh ol Mississrpp Highway
a2 (Ewlyn Gandy PartuayJ and south ol OIC Richton noad Station Two ocalcd at 109 Wcsl E ghlh Avenuc 
s wesl ol Soulh Main Stel and nea/ C(y Hall. Slallon Three haled al 1 187 Missrssipp Highway42 6, on
lhenorhsrdeolMStsighway42 easlolPantherSladumD've.andnearPelalHighSchool(Se€Map7.1).

Petal Parks and Recreaton Depadmenl rs responsible for a wde range ol recrealonal and cullural 

oppodunlres rn lhe Crty ncludrng compellve spods and communrtylacilles. Currentlylhe Cilyhas sixparks 
and a senror cilrzen cente' thar proude a wd€ range o1 recreaton oppodun{es to the communily, ncluding 
walklng rails. dog tals a skate park, baseball I elds. sofrball I elds, playqrounds, and many mde. (See Map
7.2)

The Parks and Recreal on Depadmenl hosrs nranyeverls throughou theyea h padnershipswilh local spods 
associalions. The Pelal Basebll ksoc aiio. and lhe Pelal Dxie Glls Assooation work alongside lhe City ol 
Peta to host leagles lor boys and gds rn the spring and lall the Pelal Youth Spoils bs€alon oversees lhe

ffiffi
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PUgLIC UTILITIES

Peewe F@rball ad Cheedeadrng and Basketbatt acrvrres, and the perat Family yMG hosts the yolrh

Youth spons is a SS billion per War induslry lhat Petat has beg$ to tap into howewr, here is at@F room to 
iFprm on the cufteni recreation rmenit es thal nre offered to lhe cit2ens o, the City Minor steF such ,s
cxpanding parking oplions, crcaling a splash Fd, building handicap acccsside prkvcquipnent, instalting 
more lighling rs secrrily pr€utons lor exrsling lacititrG, and addrng sideat[s tor beler connecrivily are
oppodunilis that the Cily ol Pctal, and lhc Parks and Rercalion Depailment shoutd exdore to bcner thc
qualtyof lile lor Ecuirenl cilizens and future generalons to come.

Much o, the work ol lhe Slreels Depanment is iocusd on daity mahtenance oi the j 40 mibs ot sreels within
lhe city limils. hE mantenance jnclud* patching polhotes and cuts rn the roads 6se utility repars are 
made. On rop ol mainlaining the sFeets, the d€padment is atso responsibte for ctipping tihb. mowng 
downtom areasand roadways cleaning storm drains and roadside drainageditches, inslailingandreptacrng 
steer signs mantaining sfeet lights, and mahlainrng citybuildings.

Shss, Daarfian, and Waits, lnc. has compleld an Exrsling Road NeMrk Pavfrent Condton lnd€x Study 
lor the Cily ol Peta . Wthin this sludy, all ot lhe City steets were categori?ed and ratd as one ot the toilMng:
Good. Salislaclory. Faf. Poor. Very Pod Seil@s, or Fdled. The Faited,' rdds inctude Aben St, Dixie Aw.,
HetrodSt..McKinnonSt.,MotrilDr.,OldCornthRd ..andSmithvilleRd. Asreetmaintenancedtrshould
be developed lo address alt oilheCily steets, stading d1h the roads that arein need ot rmmedi,rte repatr

The Srccls Dcpdment i$ well equipEd and wl!€tatted. ftc City shoutd continue to monitor lhe nds ol
lhe Sfeets Depa(menl and provde add]lonal slatt and equipmeil Sen needd. Ihe hrrng ot
sedonal/lemporary staff should be studied as a way lo ease worklmd.

BUILDING DEPAF]TMENT/CODE ENFORCEMENT

Many govenmenld responsrbilines iatt urder the gui&nce ot lhe petat Buitdlng Depadhenl rnctuding 
building insEctd and permils, codc enlorcement, planning commisEion, ild el€cricat and ptumbjng
boards. As lhc depadment has such ihpodol and varid responsibititi€s, ensu.ing that the depsffient is
tunning sfroolhly is ol ulm6t rmpodance to the Cly. The DeFilments equipment is n god shape and €
qu[ktreplaced when necesry. The Cityshoutd continue to k€€p the Depanment wil equipp€d.

Petal has manyltrd use regulafions on the boks. The Code o1 Ordinanc6was pubhshd byMunicod€ and
codilied on Dsember 20, 2016. Muni@de updates the Cde ot Odm&ces on a quderv beis. The t6t
updated wasJune 29, ft18. lncluded wilhin the Cily's Cde ol Ord;nances is th€Zoning Ordinan@ (inctuding
slgn ordinance), Sobdivson Requlations, Design cuidehnes, and Flood DmageprmnlionOrdinancs. The
Cityot Petal adheres to the lrt€malonal Buildrng Code (2015) Sich inctud6 File, tvechantcal, plumting, and
Resrdential code6, and is also regulatd by the 20i4 tntematisat Etedflc Code. HaMng these ddinances
and @des in place dffirhe Bullding DeFdment to ensurerhat resrdences and businesses h p€lalremarn
slet hautable and that new constuction is safe, witt relain [s value ad wil not b a burden to gty to
maintain in the near lulure,

The Cdyshould look to conlihueto kep fs slandard cods lp{o,daternd adopt nilordinances to gr@the
Euilding Depanment beter tools to address ne chattenges such 3s Mobite Food Trucks and Ar BnB sho(

tu new ordina.cG arc up&lcd and passcd, an increased bu/den wil bc ptaccd on thc Buitding Depa(ment
1or enlorcem€n1. Hiring a lulltine code entorcement ottcer reutd retiwe th € burden and fiee up r€sourcs 
in lhe Buildrng DeF{menl.

INDUSTRY

ldustid uses accoont lor mproximatety t Z% ot the tand area in the Cty and the pltrning area Thrs 
dcvclopfrcnl is marnlydri@n bythe PctalArea ftamber ot tummercc.

STFIEETS DEPARTMENT

9lP

Like all cfties. Pelal rs task€d wilh provdrng adequale public utithy servrce to ns ciizens. While ihe r nlmstucture
lo proude lhesc sedces is not cheap, il is constantly In need ol reF? and maintcnance to mainlain proper
tuncnon. The Cily ot Petal should Iake steps contnue ofierhg a high twet ot seMce to fs citizens by
coflruallyensunng lhal all rnirastlchne is mon tored and upgraded andlo. €ptamd Sen necessary

Electric
El€cticly is provded lo Petar hrough Missrssrppi Porer Compdny and Diie Etectic power Associalion. fte
Cityshould contnue lomrk wth Missrssrppi Powr and D {e EtecrE FpAro mahta n the defi€tgad rn the 
Cityand lo provde a high lwel o1 electical seMce lo iF residents.

Gas
Nallral Gas seMce rs provrded to the Ciry by Retianr €nerw Besources Coeoraton The gas sysrem rs rn 
good shape and no mator rcpafs or imprmments are aoliciFtd @r lhe titc of this plan. Thc City shoutd
conlinue to supFa and antiopatethe lulure ne€ds ot Betianl Energyand epansion ofthe gas$tem.

Water lMap 7.3)
Wats sedce is prouded io lhe Ciry by Pelat Wats and Serer Company, EastabutchE Ulitity ftsocialon,
Baronliln Ulilityftsociaton, and Sundse Util ryAssocralaon. C!trdtty the warer neds jor the Citya€ b€mg
met. but additional grMh ln the City, eilher poputetion or r^dustid wiil requfe an rncreasd Mter capacily.
Petal is complelely surolnded by .ural warer associations. lt there rs any s0nificant dewtopment jn rhese
areas, lhose @ls a$@ialions will bc hard prc$ed to keep up slh dcmand. frc Cty should mnsidcr
sludyng whal il wdd cct lo acqute and improve seruce rn those Eils ot the wale. assocralion cNrnoe
lhal ilc lrs]de thc City limits. Municrpal Mtq should bc a morc rcliabte $@icc as wclt as helping wilh tire

Mditionalll much ot the Crtys waler sy$em rs agrng ad at he end ot dE seMce lite. A recent study
completd by ShM Dearman, & Waits, hc. estimated hat pelat shoutd be prepared to r€ptace
apprdrmately l S5,000 lnea/ iaet ot warer rntiastuclure. Wth th6 cost estimatd to total roughly $t 3 mi|ion
lhe Crly ot Petd snoub rm$ediatelybegn budgeting tor lhe repaiand replacffentot thrs rniastucture.

Ovs lhe ime lrahe ol this Pian. the etevated slorBge ldks wiil atso need to h sedcd and repaLnted.

Sewer (Mao 7.4)
Sewer seMce is prcvded lo the Cily by the PetatWater and SMr tumpany. Much like thewarer sysleh.lhe
serer sFlem in Petd is r4dly aging and is tikely ir ned oi major reFirs. A rftcnl study comptctd by
Show, Deaman, & WaiF. lnc. estimatd that the Crty of pelat oMs approlmat€ly 40,@€ tinear Jeer ot
snilary sser that has surpassd its sedc€ lile. Mud ol the sFlem is constructed ot clay pipe thal is very
suscepnbb lo cracks breaks and lenks. Wth an esrimated cosr ot 96.6 nitlon to €ptace thE agrng
infastucture, lhc Cityshauld immdial€lybcg n budgoring tor this upcoming expcnsc.

so 5r I F ,,r,.

Curiently. lhe malorityof indudnal dev€lopmffl rs tocated in close prd mrty to the L€t Riwr and fry I I wth
hore large-$de ndustial developments located across the L€t Fiver ir the Ha{isbu€-Foirest Courty
Industdal Pa*.

KnoM as lhe "Friendly City, Peht and the Petat Ar€a Chamber ot Commerc€ work ctcety dlh Area
Dwdwmcnl Padnership to imprcvc thc quality ol tte tor ducns w[hin pelat, and Foriesl Counly. To stay
competirve in lhe lnduskral o€veLopment reah, Pelat shdtd continue Io build on these retarionshrps and
makc it u goa to wrk twards dewloping thet own indus[ial p{k (200-300 acrcs) n an ctod to artract
businesses and ndustnes lo the City of Pelal.

EDUCATIONAL RESOUFCES

HOUSING

Petal s housrng sl@k is generalv in g6d shape Ditapidated and unsale shucllres are condemned as
appropriate by the buildng deFdment. Much of the cutreni chailenge to Fetal 6 in deatng wth Fody 
marnlained rental proFnis. Wffi such a lage p€rcenrage of lhe hdsing units bejng rcnlal units (nEny a
thid), making sure lhese propedies are sale and livable is ot utmosl impofrance lo pelal,s continued grdh
and rellbeing as a community, As slated before, lhe adoption and strrcl enlorcement ot a midmum rental
standardsordinanceSllgo a lmg wryteards achieving these ends.

Like manycilies in Mississ ppi, Petal is eneienctng a tack ot ne moderatety-priced hdsing developments.
Much ol whal is hilt is fd either endolthe economtc sFctrum. either towincome rentats ormoEe@nsve
la€€ homes. Wilh 4ffi ol rhe housing stsk in Petal bsing consructed Slore 1970, nwholsing piced tor,
and taibred lothe existing rcsidhts is a musi ii Petat wants lo bolh retain and aflr€ct an adequateworhorce.
mal said, thcrc is lnb rmm lor lhse iypes ot dMlopments rn exisiing City. As shown in the Existing Land
Use chapr€r, much ol lhe cutrent vacant lend n conslrarned w th poor soil, fl@dptdns, and reilands. The C ly
sholld study annding areas adjacent to and sstroundiu the City in orda to reptenish the suppty ot 
Unconsfained vacant land lor newddelopmenl

Thec!trenl Zoning Ordinance alEo rnhibils ndEsrdenial groMh. fteOrdrnilceis both oufoldateand has
nol been efiecliwly eniorced over ts lilespan. Mary areas in the City have either been spol zond and/ot
improperly zoned. Al ol this leads lo uncedainty abul zoning, City enlorcement dd hil new dwelopment
frll be teated. ljpdatirg and ewn"haodedlyenlorcing the Zoning Ordinancewitt return some cena ntyto the
housng ma*et and lhe larcer r€l estat€ market in the City and the owrall sustainabilityot lhe City.

Petal School District ll\rlap 7.5)
The Pelal School Disticl rs made up oi a totnt ot S schoots: peral pdmary (grades K, Z), pelat Etementary
{g€des 3. a), Pctal Uppcr Elcmcnlary (grad6 S), Petal Middle (Eades 7-8) and Perat High Schoot (Eadcs
I'12). The djstcl conssts of approximalely 4,000 sudents annurtly and emptoF an eshaled 5S0
employcesmakinglhe Pctal School DistictthcCitys targestcmptoycr. Each sclrcolofids supcrioracadcmic
instuctron aswell asarl, musrc, physrcal educalion, and tdnologyct4ses. Studentsat pelat Middle School
and Pelal High School have numerousacademiccoursesandetecttuesavaitabletoenhancetheirducationat

Recognihg the m@ilance ol long{ange pitrning, schoot drstrict personnel, wilh the rrydvement of
communitymembeG, dsrgn€d and imptementd Mo cyctes ot sfategic ptanning to guide rhe disdct through
lhe pastfifren Fars. ftmhunity members and $hool district personnet m€tannuallyto.evse and update
lhe plan to keep il curcnl and applicable. Bsauseofrhellisroh and th€ combined etlofis ot the enlke petal
community, lhe Petal School Disfid has been able to achi* /emarkable results in recent ysrs, such as
behg Enkd the Number I Oistrict in the State lor the 201&201 7 Schoot yea by the Mississipp Depanment
ol Education. The Petd School DistEt ws one ot only 15 disldcts earded with an A 6ting by the State ot

CityGov€rnment mustconlinue toworkwith Petal School Disticts to maintain the hiqh-qualitvduGtion that
lhe Disticl provdes. Due to lhe surccss ot rhc schoot dist ct, and thc grodng demand ot sludenb, rho City
ol Petnl should plan to botld a nM elemenhry schoot within the nert S- I 0 )€ars. Monfoing and addressrng
lhespaial and ransponalion needs oi the Drsvrct will dlNthe schoots to continue lo prdrde a hrgh lwet ol
educarionalsrvrce ro the mmmuniv

Universitv of Southern MississiDoi
Petal has a wdedd resource in the University ot Southern Mississippr (IJSM) USM 6 tocated asoss the
nw n Hafliesburg and has a total enrcllment o{ about 14,5S students. Many of tnese students bth wo&
trd do businGs in Pelal, conldbtng to lhe local economy. Atts graduation, lhcsc stu&nis bc@me
fremberc o1 the local dd regional workforce.

Camp Shelby, the largsl frmy Nat onat Guard resere and kaining site ,n the nation rs tocated tusl I 4 mites
soulh oi Petd. Due to the close proxmity lo Camp Shelby, Petal E home to many actte duty seryrce men
and women, velerahs, and hetr lamilies, USM rs conl nuing to be a presm@ in the cohmunity by taktng a
special rnteresl in acrtue setuce men and rcmen velerans, and lheir lamili4. USM s Centd lor ftrilnary
Veterans, SeNice Members and Famil es ollers scholarchips and proEams lo meet lh€ poslsecondaryneeds
ol lhe members of our amed lorces. This program Ean etto( to succssfulyad tn hstprhg v€rerans and th€tr
lamrly membrs tn lhef search tor homes, jobs, and ducaion. Srch rn turn wil benelil the Ciry ot petal.

Fo/PelalscontinucdgrNh niEvta[hailheCtyshoutdtindwaFlogrowitspanncrshipsdthUSM,a.dto
conlinue lo prwidegreal educatonal sMcelo lhe commun[y

oslP.,,

{p slF



CITY OF PETAL

MINUTE BOOK 37

576

Map 7.1

Ff€ Oisln6, Ratings, and Sblion€ ffiComprehensive Plan
2O4O: Petal Fonuard 2040: Petal Fonuard

Comprehensive Plan

56lPage ffi
Map 7.2

-9F5tAUGflIEfl1{:84S50fltft5-ffi A

2040: Petal Forvvard
Comprehensive Plan ,ffifrter Cedif,cald &eas

Map 7.3

57+

2O40: Petal Forvvard
Comprehensive Plan ffi

l\ ap 7.4
Sew€r Cenficated Aress

- ".--
i:r-...,...
il -,---
ta --^ **
L_:1 --,. ."
x-."--.
tn-...,."^.

Etr.
El*"-E----

[f" -'n-....,-



CITY OF PETAL

MINUTE BOOK 37
577

CHAPTEF 8: IMPLEMENTATION AND PLAN 
MAINTENANCE

The rmp emeflalon ol lhe Comprehensive Plan rs crl cal lo achreve the goats and recommendalons set tonh
in Ihe docunient. There are a nunrber ol mplementanon roots availabte 10 cafty out dilterenl po(ons ot thrs 
plan The lollowng lnlormalion prcvdes a briel descirphon 01 some ol rhe common mptemenlaron r@ls. This
plan can also be a gude lor manydilterent Cily deosrons ard should be reletred to penodtcalytor guidance
and penodrcallyupdat€d as needed

Annual Budqet
The annual bldgel rs a process which the City rw ews needs and makes deosons ro

'und
ceila n seruces.

programs, capila expefdtures, elc. Ma.y local governments incorporate recommendarons o' potcres trom
lhe comprehe.siw plan nlo lhe budgerary pr@ss. By hclldrrg th€ comprehensve ptan in the budgel
discussro.s can ensure lhal needs or goals out|ned are berng rev€wed annlatly and consrdered tor

Caoilal lmDrovements Proqram (ClP)
A capilal improvemenls program is also a type ot budqetinq process thal plafs and oroiects costs and
expendilures lor malor pub[c inwstme.ls owr a frve Wd per od This rs an etiective way to concentrate on
malor rnvestments such as wastewater planls sser lines, waler rnes, I re tucks and equipment, etc. 11 cleady 
idenllfies inv€shenl goals and helps the Crty stay tocused on speciirc needs and obiecrives. A Ctp can atso 
alleviale monetary sresses d projecls are spaced over a penod ot time Spreading costs over a number oi
ycars can also rcducc any dramalic chdngcs n lhc City's tax stucruro.

lnterqovernmental Aoreemeqls
lnlergovernmenlal agreemenls between local government enttes can hetp to spread lhe bu.den ol ce(ain
seNces by sharing some responslbllity !o benelil the community ds a whot€. Th s comprehensive ptan does
nol recammend any agreemenls specjcaly. However, the City cuilently ulilzes lhs toot lor the toilodng
servcesr ltre, schools, lbrary and the a rpoil Th€ contn ued uEe ol lhrs toot can be etfectve and benel cial tor 
lhe .esrdents ol Pelal a.d lh€ planning area as well as Foiiest County as a whote.

Zoninq Ordinancos
Zonrng s a common implemenlalon tool lor carrying out the lutlre tand use podron ot the comprehensive 
plan Zoning s lhe r€ulalon ol land uses and rs htend€d lo gude devetopment rnio comparbe tand use 
pailerns ll protecls rndividual land owrers and preserues 6nd establjshes the characler ot a communily 
Updarng and strctly enlorcrng lhe curenl Zanrng Ordlfance lor the City of pelat rs one eflective way lo
implemenl elemenls ol this comp€hensive plan

Building. Construction anqFire Codes
Constuclo..buildingandltccodcs,includingclccvical.mccha.i€t ptumbing etc..provtdcaslandard
upon whrch lo build safe sirucn[er Conlinued adopron 01 upto-dale versrons ol lhe tnlernanofat Buitdrno
Cdc lnlcroalional Propcny Mainlcnancc Code a.d othcr codcs hom lhe tntonatonat Code Councit tamity
ol codes frll greally assrsl Pelal rn ellons to ensure sale housrng and sale buildrngs. How*r. wrh lh€
adopl on ol such codes conres the responsibility lo tri ake nsp€ctions to assure rhat the codes are being

IMPLEMENTATION TOOI S

mlf

1) DflveconmercaldevelopmentandrernvestmenlalonglheCentalandMaincoflidors. 
2) Reduce bhqht ln lhe sutroundng nerghbofiood.
3) Provrde a s€nse ol place h the heail 01 th€ Cily
4) tscLp confo] thc imago oi thc Cily at Mo oi ls marn cn[ancc points.

#

Subdivision Reoulations
Subdivson regulatons confol the prccess lor divEron o{ tand and atso establsh d€sgn stardards ror
propedy ,mprdements. These regulaUo.s ensure that properv owne6 have adqlate p!blic u1i ities and
roadways SubdivEron reg! ations can also luilhei goats ol rhe comprehensive ptan such as ransponanon
imDiovemenls or water and sser lacltes

Agqrmuni ty !e€rS!_a!d ADpeqallc
ln thc luturc, thc C ly should cdsidcr adopting dcsigr standards Mtch cslabtish consrstcnr appoardnco 
gu,delnes lorcommerod ares or for daMloM or {or lheh]slo,c drskrcl. Thesestandards orgu detines otten 
inciudc stuctural olomcnls. cxtcilor tacadcs. cxtcror matd ats ctc

S gn regu alons, unkempl properh/ ord nances, and landscaprng guidehnes are other ordinances rhan can
hep to creale the nlendd appea.ance ot the community. These can be separate ordrnances o. are o{ten
imes rncllded ln the zon ng ordhance. The Cfy does cuilenlty have a sgn ordhance as pad ot the Zoning
Ordrnance Landscap ng standards and an unkempt property ordrnance may be ol rnteresl rn the tlUre.

Day"to-Dav Pol jcv EnlorceInen!
ForPetal manyollhegoalsandstategiesinvotvesilingorlpdalingpoticesandthene.torcrnglhose
polcies ThisuslallyinvolvesCitysratrprocessingcompainishathavebeen.arsedwlh oridentitiedby.the
elecled ofl cials The Cily will need to devetop add tionat caFciry ior day{o-day potjcy eniorcement ,n dder
lo raise lhe leve of seMce.

PLAN MAINTENJANCE

MainlarfingtheComprehensivePlan sasrmpotuflasimptemenrno(.Manylactorscanteadtotheneedtor
revisions in the fumprehensrre Plan, irclud ng nsdevetopment or emerging econom c or popltaton shifts.

Amendmsnts
ihrs plan along wrh all ol ts elemenls rs designed lo be a guide tor the tongrerm d€v€topment oi petat
Malor nveslmenls,both ocalandliomoutsrde,andmarkelcondUons,tocat nationaland nl€malonal have
lhc abiliv to slgnificantly shilt grouh patrcrns and rnflucncc land usc in ways lhat cannor bc torcsccn at Ihc
prcscnt ToaCaptlo thcscchangcs the Olyshouldsel upaproccssloramcnding ctcmcnts in thls documcnt
k n warnrng multple amendmenls cnn rnrntentonatly ntls rh€ potci-6s thar thrs ptan wrs bnsed on
amsdments sholld b€ limit€d andwelt justifted.

Plan Review and Future Uodates
the ComgehensNe Plan s a dynamrc document peflodrc revi# and updaie ot rhe Comp€hensive ptan rs
essentral h order to accuralety retect the changes wlhrn the cily yeary revew rs c.uoal to keep lhe ptan
currenl ot anyspeoai toprcs or inll!ences thal wit atrecl thec ty. €v€rylhree lo frv€ years E the mrnrmum rme
iiame lor /evrewor mapr land use chang€s. b!l I drasrc changes occur rn the Cly. a ptan reMs and lpdale
may be need€d sooner than thal. Dunng rcvew rhe Board ot Adehan, ptannrng Commissron, or a
Comprehe.sve Plannng Comm flee should examrne the success In ,mptement,ng the curenl ptan belore
making any changes. Alteral elemenls and goats and obiecrves have been updated as necessa;y, a drafl or
lhe r*sed Pla. must be vewed ar a pubtic hearing beiore beng adopted and,fcoeorat;d into the
Comprehensiw Plan.

APPENDIX A: DOWNTOWN PLAN

Petal s a relal velyyoung cny havrng been rncorporated in 1974. and has grown srgnilrcanilyrn a shon penod
ol !me. A6 lhe commefcral cotrrdor along Eveiyn Gandy Parfuay has grown, there has ben a ack oi
/er.veslnrer I n Peral's origlnal cenler near rhe i nrersecron of Cenrn and Man ThLs coupted wilh the tact rhat
mosl County and Federal seruces are tocated h Haniesburc lseilces that would af,chor a taditonal
downlown), has led lo Pelal bemg lell wirh an aging Crly center and no.eat jconic.Marn SUe€l,twe
Downtown. Me€l ngs wth bolh the Depanment Heads atu the pubLic she a desfe to have a Downtown
Petal ard lo revblize lhe areas around Main and Centat

GOALS FOF] DOWNTOWN

Thrs Downlown plan is ooking lo

AFEAS TAFGETED

Meel ngs ilth the Soard ol Adermen have determ ned a boundary lo concental€ nvestment efio.is rn frrs
area wll be rorrghly bounded by the Nodolk-Souihern F rhoad on the East, 7'Shet on the South and rhe
MallhewsBrafch,Chailessteei,Centa.MaLn.creensCreekandthecandyoniheNofrheast (SeeMap
A 1 ) Th s a.ea takes rn a large ch! nk 01 Old Petal and is almost enltety residenral and commerc at wilh the
commeroal being iocaled on the Mar. and Centrat coilCors

The res dences n the target area are generally older houses, many budt tust afrer Wodd War I I, and are more
slscepi b e lo bl ght and drsnvestmenl. Add I onatty. thes€ areas have manyot the same probtems as Ihe rcst
ol Old Petal 2-nch water li.es, otd sewer mains, and lhe palched roads lhal come wth reparc to

Thecommercralstuctures ntheareaareasoolderandgenerattyaresmalblsnesses.smalbusrnesses.
hdivdually have a relatvely hlgh lurnover rate makrng ( ddJicln to use onty those smal businesses as lhe
anchorlorr€dewloonrent Noreve,,ildrawnteelhera.dslablzedUthananchor suchasacou(hous€or
lown hall small busnesses can become rhe backbone ot a cry Creatng an envronment lhat supFns
entepreneurchpandprovdesaslabe ocalonlorbusrnessesloresdehakenCriymoreresitientaswet il
one bus ness closes, another one can come rnto replace it, reducrng gaps n the tax base.
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ApGsiuesile lorthe cons[uction ol a newCly Hal would be n lhe vacant lols acloss llom Rodgers Famly

Pharmacy on CentaT (Map A.2) Thrs sile has been va6nl 1or at leasl a decade according to a€nal

photography. Thes(e is lessthan aqlaner miletiom lheinletseclon ofMam andCentral and s apprctmalely

6 acrs There are approxrmalely 150 singleiamrly homes, and 1 1 multi lamLly complexes wlhm a quanet

mile radrus ol lhe ste and an addilonal 600 snglefamily homes, 15 mullLfamily compleres and a mobrle 

home @rkwihin a hallmile radils. Approx malelyonelillh ol P€lal res,dences ale rf lhis hallmile radius as 

areall ol lhebusinesss n lheTargel Ar€ 

The €al challenge to thrs sile is the lacl lhat ( maybe a brilnlield. There prcvouslywete Mo gas slalions al

thc silc ilth a total ol 6 undcrgr@nd stuage tanks. Thcse lank werc consrucld in th€ 197& and Mile
perdeom conlaminalon rs nol readilyapparenl, an envtronmenld study needs lo take dace to&lehlne s{e 

appropratenss. Ths presents both a challengs and oppoilunily lor th€ Cily. The obvols challenge s thal 

brilnleld cleanup and miligaton rs epensive. The oppodunity is lhal brcwnlield miligation granl funds are 

availade to lh€ City through MDEO lhat aren I avaihbb to pri€te development. ll the site is conlamrnald,

lhc Cily is ln a un q! e position to clcan it up. Rcgerdless ol any othcr ladors lncluding thc awatding ol granl

1!nds, the City should slll conductabrdnlield assessmenl olthe Gntal Avenue s(e bfote moMngioMard

with afy dwelopmcnl plans al lhc sitc.

Map A.2 - tutrnilal CFry Hall s[e

slf

PRESERVING PETAL'S HISIORY

A LI-TTLE SOME-THING FXTFA

LOCATION, LOCATION. LOCATION

66 l? 

Petal will never hrw the old ftunty couilhouse. Pelal doe$'t have Oxlord s Square. Petal doesn l have lhe 

Bilor Lghthouse nor lhe Naronal Milrary Pa* alVicksblrg. Petal lacks lhat one definrng placelhal 6 unique 

and evokes lhe essence ol the City. In keeping frlh Danrel Bumham s dleciw lo "Make no liflle plans! lh€ 

Ciryshould incorporale something brg and bold inlo the Downlown proJect. This cilild be a larg€ dmkloret
or maybe a public ail rnsrallaton. Maybe lt s makng the Cly Hall in a bold archteturd sve, or a unrqudy
deslgned inlerseclon al Ceftal anC Maf.

I

LINKING PUBLIC FEINVESTMENT EFFOFTS

RECAPTURIf!G THF COFNEFS

Map A3 -

6Hi
:a$

TWO BIRDS WITH ONE STONE (CITY HALL)

Petal's cwenl City Hall is showing signs ol age and is ahady al capacity lot dayla_day operalons. The

buildtng w ll need to be rwlaced or undsgo malor renovalions rn lhe next I 0- 15 yea6. The Police Stalon rs

also oul ot space and wll likewise need to b€ rcbuill or lndergo maior rendafons n the n€! 10-15 years

frE plan prcposes that dcn thc Clty undcrgocs ils rcbuilding process lor bolh ollhcsc stlcturcs, lhal they

be locared n lh€ same buildhg in a localior closer lo lhe rnterseclion ol Main and Cenval. A large mull'
purpos€d Sveroment s€dces b! ldrng could house Cily Hall Police, and F 

'e 
adminisra[on. ThE buildrng

wld b an dealanchor lor a DoMlown disticl like one that Petalis env6ronng

"' . -..---1,::.-,..

63 ll

lnadditon lolhephys€1 burlding, the relocaton ol CrlyHall s anoppodunilylorthe Cryloprwide addlonal
grc€n space, improvewalkabililyand general accessibility around City Hall and also opens lhe spacelhat City

Hall s leaUng open lor addinonal aclMly liom lhe Crly (spandrng F re serv ce. the Library or he CrUc Cenler

ffim

One of P€tal s greal assels rs [s schml syslem. Though lhrs plaf, Ls nol being prepared lor Peial Schoo

Dstict, ths Downtown Plan is an area oi polenlal mutla @llaboraion beMeen lh€ cily and lh€ Schoo

Oishct. Pebl School Dstrrct is one ol the &sl qstems rn the Stale and has afiracl€d mary laml es to ihe

area.insodorng,lhere6ndwaneedlortheschmlDistrdloexpandtslacililres TheCiyshouldmkwlh
lhe Sch@l Drstrct to sludy the addlon ol a nw school laci[ty (Elemslary) near or rn the gownlom

redewlopment area. A a @n€ral ru €, homesvalues r se closer lo good schoo s, The add t on of a n€w school

i. the Downlown area has lhe potential lo spur reinwstmeni in the homes near lhe sch@|.

The Cily oi Petal ls relalvely young, bul lhe Peial communrly has been arouhd much longer Buildrng a new

City Nall G an oppoilunrty lo @llcct and shorcasc hEtoica doclmonls. photos. and obi6b rn a City
Museum. This could b€ as small jusl a drsplay at insi and colld growlo have ds own dedrcald space in tme.
Th6 is alsoagmd oppodu.itylor additional communrty nvolvement, potenrally hdng a clrzens'cmmttee
lo help collecl fffis lor and marntain the museum.

Thc inlcrsocton ol Main and ftnral {Map A 3) nccds wk 11 you stod righl in lho middlc and lookcd around, 

you'd nevef be able to lell that it was the m ddle oi the City. The nterseclion ol Cental and Maf sholld be a 
place that both markets and celebrats Petal. Right now, Mo conds (1 2) have nralor commercial signage. 

Sile another (3) s essenlially parkrng, and the olher one (4) has a le smal' bushes and a tlrn lane. Thes 
are lou ol the mosl mpodant corn€rs in the Crty and they shouldn l be wasted. Th€ is an oppodunity lor
renMd panncrship with Peta s Chamber ol Commcrcc to really lel that organiraton lake lead in linding

dlslve waylo use the space lo brand and markel the Friendly C,ty.
THE CABFOT AND STICK OF BLIGHT PREVENTION AND
CLEANUP

The r€sidenlial pads ol lhe rargel area hav€ much hrgher rental rates (dmosl douue) lhan thal ot he Ciry as

a whole Ih1s. plus lhe agrng nat!.e ol lhe homes leads lo an area lhal rs susc€plible Lo blighl ad

Geliing homeoserc and andlords to reinvest in an a€a thal,s b€nnrng to shs s€ns oj dighl is a 

challenge Thrschalleng€rsablolaparadoxtrwellieverybdyknowslhalilderybodyreinvesls,lhalthe
nerghboftood will ger bener and home values will nse bur thar ii nobody n€sls th€n home values will contnle 
lo decretre. So, lhis Dresenls lhe rndividual landlods wlh Iw oplions rnvesl and e lher reap lhe benehs ol 
everyone nveslng or lose thal rnveshenl il no se else d@s, or don l rnvest and slll reap lhe &nelils oJ 

everyone €lse invesUng or nol loss anylhrng @ause lherewasn 1 any inveslmenl anpays. Generally, lhe less

ilskyoplon E lonol invesl, and thls begrns a doMward spral oi collectve drsihvslm€nl lhat leads lo sewre 
blghl.

Tho Cailot ol goll ng a good relurn on nveslmcfl isn l enough byilscltlo spur lhe knd of reinvestnenl thal

he Crq/ would hke lo see. This E where lhe Srck' ol sticl enlorcement ol propedy mainlenance cod€s s 

heipl!. Addrng an addilional consequefce Lo not rernvesling (or al the leasl ke€prng the propedyup to cde) 
can change the calculus ol landlords lr € mponanr lor lhe City to apdy this, nor lust ro areas lhal are

exp€r en cr ng blighl, bll across lhe slte Cily ll is much €srer lo prevenl disLnvestmenl lhar 10 ty and slop

ffi6slI,ffi
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FINANCING OPTIONS

Gfl eral Obligejtisrllg_Oj-B9ld
ftE is the ineong option that most large City pelects ger lunded throudh. T}le hechmism fo thE 6 pretty

$mple. The Oly lak a loe ior the cost of the protst ad then F)6 { back over the @urs ol a numb ot
y€6 (u6ually 1c20) liith an ircrease in thc milla$ rate. fris financn! oplion sprcds iho cost d
development od 1o he edie Cily.

Ta lncr€m€nt Finecino fflF)
Co*uctitr of a new C{y Hall may be best suiled to use Tax lncrement Finencing fnfl. TIF is a lunding
mFhanbfi lhat p4a tor &velopmgnt ntr frth tuture r*nue gains, The City designats a TtF dishct and
6ssses lhe gopedy inside, A loan 6 then FFd d ow tfie wlh lhe gatns ln assessd value inside the
TIF distrct. ThE E an ryersmpli,iettr ol theTlF pr*ess, andthistool€n bewry@mdexto uscotr*ily,
bul ftjs oplion should at l€st tE @nsiderd as a tunding mechanism-

Main Steet lnvestment Revolvrnq Loan Proorffi
This a ldn prqram awilable through lhe lvEsi$ippi D#lopment fulhority {MDA} ld $mall cities (l€ss thsn
15,000) in ihe Slale. Th* l@ns are cmpeliw trd htre is a limitd tunding Nol each year, blt lhes€ toans 
may b availade td a l(w inlerest rate thtr thrdgh a GO bond.

Brownfeld Grants
There 6 public funding avadatte al dl stag6 of brMlield d6rgnations, site danhing and cteanup. Th$e
funds are avaiable from lhe EPA through MDEO. fr* luds generally tall into Mo €tegodes, brMfield
asssmenl and arentory gtub and hMfidd detrup grats-

o 67 I P.,,j "
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THIS ORDER SHALL 8E EFFECTIVE IMM€DIATELY

SO ORDERED THISTHE 17N DAYOF MARCH 2O2O

lot be ebiarged fgr his or her previously approved leave durioq the

aff,edted peliod.

SECIION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage,

UISSISSIPPI LEGISTATURE

By: Representatives Gunn, Boyd, Weathersby,
Clrpenler, Darne]I, Foster, Mccee, Steverson

HOUSE BI1L NO. 154?

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE LOCAT GOIERNMENTAL ENTITIES AND LOCAL

SCEOOL DISIR]CTS TO GRANT ADM]NISTRATIVE ],EA!E WITH PAY TO TIiE
E}.{PIOYEES OP THOSE LOCA! GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES AND IOCAI' SCHOOT

DISrRICTS IN THE EVENT oF CERTAIN DISASTERS 0R EMERGENCIES; AND

FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE 1T ENACTED BY TTiE IEGISLATURE OF THE SIATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

sEcfxoN 1. Flom and afte! March 74, 2020, tbe boatd of

supelvj-sors of any couDty. the govetning authority of any

municipalily and the local school board of any public school 

districl my glanl edndnigtlative leave {ith Pay during the 

affected period wj.thin the affected county, municipality or school 

district to the emptoyees of such governmeotal entities on a locaI 

or statewide basis in t'he event of extreme weather conditions ot

i! Lhe event of a nan-made, technological o! natural disaster o!

energency, if such event has resulted in an energency declaration

by the Governor. A.sy enployee on a prevlously apProved lede

during the affected Peliod shall be eligibfe for such

adninistrativE f.eave granted by the governing authority, aod €hall

ORDER

REGULAR SESSTON 2O2O

To: Rules

WHEREA' THE MS LEGISIATURE HAS PASSED H81547 IN RESPONSE TO

COVID.19, THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OFTHE CITY OF

PETAL DEEM IT NECESSARYTO AUTHORIZETHE MAYOR TO GRANT

ADMINISTRATIVE I.EAVE WITH PAY DURING A LOCAL EMERGENCY

PURSUANTTO THE REGUI.ATIONS OF H81547.

1
2
3
4
5

6

'7

I

9

10

11

12

L3

r4

15

76

r1

t8

il![$rilililfiililfifinrtrnl - OmICro - NL/2H. B. No. 1647
20/HR3L/R2246-2
PAGE l iCS\JAB)

1"9

20

21-

22

E. E. No. 1647
20/HR37/\2246.2
PAGE 2 (@\JS}

mmmumiltrllfrllnnnfiil - oFFrcro -
ST: Local governnental entities and school 
dlstricts; authorize granl of adnin leave with 
pay in event of certaln disasters ol 


